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To His Royal HiGHNEss 


8 it pleaſe Your HiouxB5s, 


= Wea 8 Your ROYAL 
ren NEss's 
Goodneſs and 
Condeſcenſion are 
ſo well known, I 
+ ſhall not make any Apology 
A3 for 
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ture, add new Splendor to 


" DEDICATION. 


for the Preſumption of this 


Addreſs: The amiable Qua- 
lities which You are poſleſs'd | 
of, and which render You 
the DELIGHT of Mankind, 


greatly diminiſh that flaviſh 
Dread wherewith we might 


otherwiſe approach the Heir 


apparent of theſe Kingdoms. 


With how much Pleaſure 
do all the thinking Part of 
the Nation behold You dai- 


ly exerciſing thoſe Virtues 
Which are the brighteſt Or- 
nament of a Private Life, 
and which will one Day, ac- 


cording to the Courſe of Na- 


the 


DEDICATION. 
the BRITIS U Crow x! 
Theſe, together with Your 
| penerous Love of Liberty, 
and conſtant Veneration for 
the Conſtitution, are the moſt 
rational Foundations for the 
Applauſes of the Publick 
which you happily enjoy; and 
muſt for ever ſecure the 
Hearts of all who have any 
Regard for the Peace and 
Proſperity of their Country. 
This WoRK, which I beg 
leave to lay at Your ROYAL 
 Hicnness's Feet, contains 
a Deſcription of the moſt po- 
tent and flouriſhing ] Nation of 
the Eaſt, and 1s indeed a Sub» 


A 4 TOR 


| themſelves the politeſt 1 in the 


rates into a Tyrant, or diſco- 


DEDICATION 
ject worthy the Attention of 
the greateſt PRINCE; for no- 
thing has a Tendeney to en- 


large the MIN p more than Ia 
a view of the Manners, Cu- IN 


ſtoms, Policy, and Religion 


of a People who once thought 0¹ 


World. 

From the Hiſtory of their 
Emperors you will find, what 
you have long ſince learnt, 
That the moſt deſpotick Power 
is no Security to the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate when he degene- 


vers no Regard for the Pub- 
lick Welfare; That Good- 


nels 


DEDICATION. 


neſs and Clemency are the 
firmeſt Support of the Throne, 
and that the chiefeſt Glory „ 
a a PRINCE is to reign in the 
Hearts of his Subjects. 
N I could willingly expatate 
t on ſo copious a Theme, be- 
cauſe J am fully perſuaded 
Your ROYAL HIGHNESIS is 
r || beſt pleaſed with the moſt 
- | generous Maxims of Policy; _. 
„but I am afraid left what 
might be intended for a Te- 
ſtimony of my Duty and Ve- 
neration, ſhould be miſtaken 
for a vain Attempt to inform 
You of what is already imprin- 
ted on your Mind in indelible 


Cha- 


DEDICATION 


Characters eſpecially ſince my 
chief Deſign is to ſhew with 
how much Zeal and profound 
Reſpect Iam *' 

2 : 

Tour Ro YAL Hicunzsss 

1 195 * 
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moſt duti ful, 1 

| 

> 

moſt faithful, and ; 

; C 

. 

moſt humble Servant, 

| 

1 

| 
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x43 CHINA is the moſt remarkable 
Polk all Countries yet known, che 
Eigliſb Reader muſt be greatly 
pleas'd to find the exacteſt Account 
of it that has ever yet appear'd in 
our Language. P. du Halde, from whom this 
Work is done, has not only taken greater Pains, 
but has had infinitely better Helps than any 
other Author who has wrote on this Subject. 
For, beſides the printed Relations, he has had 
the Advantage of a prodigious number of Ma- 
nuſcripts, written by the moſt skilful of the 
Miſſionaries, and where theſe have ſeem'd not 
ſufficiently clear, he has had che Opportunity 
of ſatisfying his Doubts from the Converſation 
of thoſe who were beſt able to give him the 
trueſt Informations: But ſtill fearing left any 
Error might poſſibly have eſcap'd him, he had 

thoughts of ſending. the Work into China to 
be review'd by ſome of the Jeſuits reſiding 
there;- when the Arrival of P. Contancin, on 
whom he had chiefly caſt his Eyes, render'd-it 
unneceſſary. Tl e 
This Father had ſpent thirty-two Vears in 
that diſtant Country, ten of which he reſided in 
Peking, where he was Superior of che Haw 
| 2 oule; 


7 RN TFN CE; 
Houſe; and as his Stay at Paris was a whole 
Year he had ſufficient Leiſure to alter, add 
or retrench whatever he thought neceflary 

for the Perfection of the Deſign. After ſuch 
extraordinary Precautions as theſe the Publick 
may reſt ſatisfied that what is here advanced is 
ſtrictly true, which cannot be ſaid of any thin 
of this kind that has been hitherto publiſh'd, 
In the firſt place you have a general View 
of the whole Empire prefix'd ro the other 
Part of the Work to render it more eaſily in- 
telligible ; ro which is added a ſhort Account 
of ſeveral Nations, particularly the Si fan, who 
were. heretofore a very powerful People, and 
were even formidable to the Chineſe Emperors 
themſelves; but of late they have been torn to 
Pieces by inteſtine Wars, and have been forced 
to ſubmit to the Chineſe Yoke. The Voyages of 
ſome of the Miſſionaries through the fineſt of 
the Provinces come next : They are full of cu- 
tious Obſervations, and repreſented in ſo lively 
a manner that the Reader may almoſt ima- 
gine himſelf to be one of the Company. Theſe 
were thought a proper Preparative to the De- 
ſcription of the Fifteen Provinces of which the 
Empire conſiſts, * 

And here we meet with a great number of 
ſtarely Cities, remarkable for their Situation, 
Excent, Multitude of Inhabitants, great Com- 
merce, Beauty of the Publick Buildings, and 
Plenty of all things: The Land is fo fertile 
that it commonly yields two Crops in a Year, 
and produces all ſorts of Grain, Trees, and ver 
fingular Fruits: The Mountains abound. wit 


Metals 


The PRE FACE 
Metals of all forts, Minerals and the moſt cu- 
dd rious Marble. Here are Plants of a moſt ſa- 
p lutary Nature, which no other Climate can 
+ boaſt of; as likewiſe a great number of Canals, 
+ Lakes and Rivers full of the moſt excellent 
Fiſh; theſe make a great number of Bridges 
: neceſſary, which are generally well built, hand- 
ö 5 ſomely adorn'd, and of a ſurpriſing Largeneſs; 
in a word Art and Nature ſeem to ſtrive to 
er |} outvie each other in ſupplying all the Neceſſi- 
ties and Delights of Life. „„ 
Next to the Geography you have an Abridge- 


ar ment of their Hiſtory, in which the Chrono- - 
q logy, from the Emperor Yao to the Preſent 
s fl Time, is by moſt allow'd to be certain: But the - 


0 number of Years elapſed between the Time of 
Fo bi, the Founder of the Empire, and the be- 
f ginning of Tao's Reign, is very doubtful. 
After this General Deſcription here is an 
exact Account of every thing relating to this 
Nation, as its Character, Manners, Cuſtoms, Go- 
1 vernment, Progreſs in the Sciences, Religion, Sc. 
each of which are treated of in a ſeparate Ar- 
ticle, that every Subject might have as much 
room as the Nature of it required. 1 
To theſe ſucceed a Deſcription of Chineſe- 
f Tartary, Corea and Thibet, of which nothing 
but the Names have been hitherto known, as 
» will readily appear .only by caſting your Eyes 
on the Maps of the beſt Geographers. And, 
what is ſtill more extraordinary, becauſe it does 
not ſo immediately relate to the Deſign, there 
is an Account and a Map of the new Diſcove- 


ries made by Captain Beerings in a . i 
| fromm 
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" FÞ- PREFACE. 
from Tobalst to Kamt/chacka, whither he was 


ſeat by the late Czar to try if there was a Paſ- 
ſage by Land into the North Part of America. 


There are ſeveral other things which might 
| have been mention'd, but as they will appear 
in the beſt Light in the Body 


the Work it 


ſelf they are here omitted; I ſhall therefore 


do nothing more than 


ſubjoin a 2 of 


the M ſſi onaries from whoſe Writings, whether 
Printed or in Manuſcript, it has been extracted. 


Pere Martin Martini. 
Pere Ferdinando erbieſt. 
Pere Philip Couplet. 
Pere Gabriel Magbe- 
laens. | 
Pere John de Fonteney. 
Pere Foachim Bouvet. 
Pere 745 Francis Ger- 
Sillion. f 
Pere Francis Noel. 
Pere Lewis le Comte. 
Pere Claudius Viſdelou. 
Pere John Baptiſt Regis. 


Pere Foſeph Henry de 


Premare. 
Pere Francis Xavier 
Dentrecolles. 


Pere Julian Placidus 


Hervien. 


Pere Cyr Contancin. 
Pere Peter de Goville. 


Pere Dominique Parre- 
nin, 
Pere Peter Fartoux. 
Pere Vincent de Tartre, 
Pere Soph: Anne-Ma- 
ry de Mailla. 
Pere Fobn Alexis Gollet. 
Pere Claudius Jacq̃ue- 
Mun. 5 8 
Pere Lewis Porquet. 
Pere Emerick de Cha- 
vagnac. 
Pere Antony Gaubil. 
Pere fobn Baptiſt Jac- 


| ques, 


THE 


Pere obn Armand Nyel. | 
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Of the FIR S I Vervus 


Page x; | 


2 the Great Wall which Are China Tow 


Fartary. 
Of the Nation called Si fan or Tou fan. 
Of the Tartars of Coconor. 
Of the Nation of Lolos. 
Of the Nation of Miao flee. 
The Journey of certain fo from Ning po to Pet 


* J of. certain Chineſe from China 70 25 


p. ot. 


A Geographical De iption 0 China. P. Ny 
Of the Province of Pe tche li. Ib: 
Of: the Province of Kiang nan. p. 133. 
Of the Province of Kiang fi. P- 150. 
Of the Province of Fo kien. P. 162. 
Of the Province of Tche kiang. P. 191. 
Of the Provingg of Hou quang. P. 204. 
Of the Province of Ho nan. p. 214. 
Of the Province of Chan tong. p. 218. 
Of the Province of Chan fi. P. 223. 
Of the Province of Chen fi. p. 226. 
Of the Province of Se tchuen. Fe p. 233. 
Of the Province of Quang tong. p- 236. 
Of the Province of Quang ſi. p. 250. 
Of the Province of Yun nan. p. 256. 


The 
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The CONTENTS. 


The Annals of the Chineſe Monarchy, p. 269: 
The firſt Dynaſty named Hia. P. 286. 
The ſecond Dynaſty named Chang. - P. 298. 
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by the Weſtern Monguls, Catay ; 
by the Tartar AO Ni 
can courou; and by the Chineſe, 
Tchong out : So that it is very 
A Ye difficult to find out the true 
Ground of the Appellation given 
co it by the Europeans; unleſs the 
firſt Royal F cially: who carry*d their victorious Arms 
Veſtward, cauſed it to be call'd n, or Tai thn. 
The Naval Force of the Emperor Jin chi boa 


Bengal, muſt needs have made the Name of 7/in: £/ 
amous among the Indians, which paſſing from them 


nto Perſia and Egypt, came, plainly, to us about 
30 Years before the Birth of Chriſt. 


* Hence it is called in a Latin, SINA by the Engl; and Datos 
HINA, by the [talian;, CI x A; and by tue Germans, TSCHINA:; 

n all which the Difference of Pronunciation is very ſmall. 

Tc E - B But 


EHE Kingdom of China is called,” China. 


hich, according to the Chineſe Hiſtory, fail'd as ar” 3 5 
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But however that be, it is certain that China is the 
largeſt and moſt beautiful Kingdom yet known; for 
after we leave Europe, and enter the Countries bor- 
dering upon Africa, we ſeem as it were tranſported 
into another World. Even the Indians themſelves, 
tho' not altogether ſo rude, can be accounted little bet- 
ter than Berbarians, when compared with our own 
cCivilis'd Nations, Who then would imagine that 
ſtill farther towards the Eaſt, there ſhould be a People 
found, who are powerful, politick, well vers'd in 
Arts, and skilful in the Sciences? f ry 
When Mark-Paul, the Venetian, publiſh*d his firſt 
Relation in the Thirteenth Century, it was look'd 
upon by moſt People as a Thread of Fables. How. 
ever it is certain that this Writer, who accompany*d 


the Weſtern Tartars in their Conqueſt of China, haz 


FL xtent of 
China, 


advanced nothing but what is ſtrictly true: This is ea- 
ſily prov'd from the Account he gives of certain Ci- 
ties, which continue ſtill the ſame as he deſcrib'd them, 
2 preſerve the ſame Names by which he diſtinguiſh'd 
CHINA, from North to South, is of greater Length 
than Tartary ; but not quite ſo broad, if meaſur'd from 
Faſt to Weſt; yet the narroweſt, Part of All is 360 
Leagues of 20 to a Degree. It is divided into w5 Pro- 
vinces. Thoſe of Chenſi, Chanſi, and Petcheti, ſie by the 
ſide of the famous Wall that ſeparates. it from Tarta. 
ry on the North. Thoſe of Chan tong, Kiang nan, of, 
Tche kiang, and of Fo kien, are ſituated on the Coaſt 
of the Eaſtern Sea, Thoſe of Quang tong, of Quan 
/ fi, of Jun nan, and of Se tchuen, are the Bounds of t 
South and Weſt ; and the middle is occupied b 
thoſe of Ho nan, Hou guang, Koei tchou, and Kiang fi. 
EVERY Province 1s ſubdivided into a certain 


Number of Juriſdictions, called by the Chineſe, Fou, on 


which depend others of much leſs Extent, termed 
Tebeou and Hien. The Preſidents of the former have 
the Appellation of Tchi fou, and of the latter Tcbi 


Ry ſcheou, 


Cf 


fcheou 
ways 
have 


Ciing Cningsz-Tarrary, Wc. 
tcheou,, and Tobi hien. In the larger Cities there is al- 


ways one Tchi fou, and generally twWo chi hien; Who 


have each a diſtinct Juriſdiction over their proper Di- 
ſtricts. In Peking there are fix principal Courts of 
Judicature; beſides one proper to that City, which is 
the Capital of the Empire; this has the Name of 
Chun lien. Under this there are two other Tribunals 


of the two Hien, or Cities of the third Rank, one f 


which is calld Tai hing, and the other Hen pit. 
In the Provinces: there are other Cities, whoſe. Tris 
bunals are named Ouei, and their Mandarins have tlie 


Title of Ouei cheou pei; and theſe are Officers of War: 


who have commonly no Juriſdiction out of the City: 
There are another Kind in the Villages; and theſe 
generally take Cogniſance of nothing, but what relates 


to certain Perſons who are deſtin d by their Rank and . 


Birth to Offices of State. 1:4 
All theſe Tribunals depend, upon a Via and 
four other General Officers, who are his Aſſiſtants 
when Occaſion requires; as for Inſtance, in Cauſes re- 
lating to the Revenue and Civil Matters, the Treat 
ſurer-General, or Pou lebing ſe is concern'd; if it be 


a criminal Affair it is reſer'd to the Lieutenant Cri⸗ 
minal, Ngan tcha ſe; if it regards Offices, Salt. S 


they have recourſe to the 72x tao; in ſhort, if it res 
lates to Proviſions which are gather d by way of Tri: 
bute, they apply to the Leang to. But beſides; theſe 
Affairs, which are eſſential to their Tribunal; the Peo- 
= may have recourſe to them in Cauſes of all Kinds; 


cauſe the inferior — depend upon them, and they 
are by their, Office 1 Counſellors of the Vices 
roy. It is in this Quality that they are oblig' d, we 11 


veral times in a Month, to be preſent at the Tri 
of this chief Mandarin, where they are to declare their 
Sentiments concerning | the Principal Tranfactions of 
che Province. 
As the Officers in the Army depend i in ſome ſors 
on _ Viceroy, they are 5 under great Penals 
ties, 


* * 
. 
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The publick Cenſors of the Empire are call'd Co- 
as yu fe, and reſide at Peking. They are the moſt 


r 
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ties, to give notice of the leaſt Commotions among 


the People, which happen within the Bounds of their I Th 
Diſtrict; by which means it comes to paſs, that al. ns 
moſt all the Affairs of the Government, whether Ci. 8 
vil, Criminal, or Military, are brought before hg. 
Tribunal; and what renders hirh ſtill more conſidera- Nthe V 
ble, is, that the ſupreme Courts at Peking: do not dds 
a y make their Deciſions, but according to the ¶ eicher 
Informations given by him ; and they almoſt always bs 
ratify the Sentence which he has pronounced againſt 0d 5 
the Mandarins, which he in a manner diſplaces before- ¶ ple re 
hand by taking away their Seal. 4 Ma Mo 
It is true, that the Treaſurer- General, and the Lieu- Ca 

| tenant-Criminal, may accuſe the Governor of a Pro- I by 
vince, but they ſeldom put it in Practice, becauſe it I Nan 
would prove their own Deſtruction in the end. And, baſtir 
indeed, they generally agree but too well, in wink. tion. 
3 other's bad Conduct; if ever it happens iſ », 75 5 
otherwiſe, the Fault muſt be extremely exorbitant, or ¶ gor ch 


it muſt nearly concern their own private Honour and Mane 


dreaded of all the great Mandarins, becauſe they have Gall 
the Inſpection of the whole Empire, every one having 
his particular Province aſſign'd Lang Theſe Cenfors | £12 
are very vigilant, and are inform'd by their Spies of 


every thing that paſſes; and it is by their Influence * T 


that good Order is preſerv d. If any Mandarin fails T 
of his Duty in an important Affair, wherein the Wel- ÞÞ 


- fare of the People is concern'd, and the Viceroy ne- me 


Ia and if they are the firſt from whom the Emperor learns Vic 
- bur if they are guil 


glects to proceed againſt them immediately, they are I en 
oblig'd to give Information to the Supreme Courts, o__ 
and to the E by a publick Accuſation, even 5 

when there is not abſolute Proof of what they advance ; 


the: Diſorder, it redounds greatly to their Honour; 
ty of any Failure, they are liable 


to 
be 
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be reprimanded by the Emperor, and even to be re- 
— — 3 5, 
The Dread of theſe publick . chiefly contri 
butes to the Preſervation of Order, and the ancient Cu- 
ſtoms; and prevents the Troubles and Commotions 
commonly cauſed by the Love of Novelty,” to which 
the Vulgar are but — much inclin d. That which 
adds to their Authority, is, that if they are ill · uſed, 
either by the Intrigues of the Grandees, or by the Em- 
peror, who ſometimes does not reliſh:the Advice which 
their Office obliges them to give him; the whole Peo- 
ple regard them as the Fathers of their Country, and 
Martyrs for the Publick Welfare, x mw 


Cauſes 8 decided, and Sentence given, Common 1 
Punib- IF 


3 


by a ſingle Mandarin, Who, after a ſhort Procels;: 
Examination of both Parties, orders the Loſer to 
baſtinado'd, either for carrying on an unjuſt Proſe 
tion, or maintaining a Cauſe contrary to Equity. 
Baſtinado is a COMMON PUNISHMENT . 
for the meaner People, but cannot be inflicted upon a 
Mandarin, though never ſo inconſiderable, till he i is 
depriv'd of his Office. 

The next Puniſhment to this is 2 Collar NSF of 
two Pieces of Wood, hollow'd in the middle, and 
ſmaller or greater, according to the Nature of the 
Crime; this is put on the Delinquent's Neck, and 
ſeal'd with the Seal of the Tribunal, with a Piece of 
Paper denoting the Duration of the Puniſhment, and 
the Quality of the Crime, _ 
| Theſe two are all the Puniſhments, except the Pri: 
ſon, that the Chineſe Laws permit the Mandarins to in- 
flict on Criminals: They may, indeed, condemn to 
Exile, but their Sentence muſt be examin*d by the Sus 

reme Courts : They cannot legally put any 1 Death; 
a in Caſes of Seditzon and Revolt, the Emperor 
gives Authority to the 7/ong tou, and 1 tothe 
* to e wah immediate Dea "ST 
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heading, and cutting in Pieces; this laſt is on 
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The three Capital Puniſhments are, Strangling, Be. 

in- 
flicted on thoſe who murder their Maſters, Rebels, 
Traytors, and mercileſs Robbers. The Puniſhment 
for ordinary Crimes which deſerve Death, 1s Strang- 
ling. Beheading is the ſecond Degree, at which the 
Executioner is very dexterous; not a Drop of Blood 
falls on the Criminal's Habit, who on the Day of Ex- 
ecution is ſure to be well dreſs'd, it being cuſtomary 
for his Friends and Relations to aſſiſt him with all Ne- 
ceſſaries at this calamitous Time. Execution is not 
done on a Scaffold, but on the Ground. The Soldiers 
are commonly made uſe of for this purpoſe ; the Em- 
ployment is not accounted ſcandalous, but the contra- 
ry, if they act their Part well. At Peking the Exe- 
cutioner accompanies the Criminal to the Place ap- 
— 15 and is diſtinguiſn'd by an Apron of yellow 

ilk, which is the Imperial Colour; and his Cutlaſs 
is wrap'd in Silk of the ſame kind, to ſhew that he 
acts by the Authority of the Emperor, that the Peo- 


ple may pay him the greater Reſpect. 


It muſt be acknowledg'd, that in the Chineſe Books 
mention is made of Puniſhments of other kinds, and 
much more cruel ; but it muſt be obſerv'd at the ſame. 
time, that they have never been made uſe of, but by 
rous Princes, ſuch as have been look*d upon as 
Tyrants by the whole Nation. Juſtice, ſay they, is 
neceſſary, but not Cruelty. J os | 
Though the Power of the Magiſtrate in criminal 
Matters is thus reſtrain'd by the Laws; yet, in civil 
Cauſes, it may in a manner be faid to be abſolute, be- 
cauſe all Affairs which relate to private Perſons only, 
are judged by the great provincial Officers, without 
any Appeal to the ſupreme Courts of Peking. 1 
That which chiefly employs the inferior Mandarins, 
whether Tchi tcheou, Tchi hien, or Ouei cheou pei, is 
the gathering of Taxes, for to them this Office per- 
ſonally belongs. Though the Lands in every Pro- 
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r · ¶ vince are meaſured, and the proportionable Payment 
n- MW adjuſted, according to the Richneſs of the Soil; yet, 
Is, Neither through Poverty, or Avarice, they are unwil- 
nt ling to part with it, till they are ſufficiently haraſs'd 
o- WM by the inferior Officers, If theſe Exciſemen are re- 
he proach'd for their Cruelty, they will alledge in their 
down Juſtification, that if they do not carry Matters to 
x. the utmoſt Extremity, they muſt receive the Baſtinado 
ry for Neglect of Duty; and the Mandarins juſtify them- 
e- ſelves, from the indiſpenſable Neceſſity they are under 
ot to act in this manner; for if they ſhould fail of ma- 
rs king the Returns at the appointed Time, they muſt 
1- make good the Deficiencies out of their own proper 
1- W Subſtance, for fear of being turn'd out of their Places. 
However, this has not hinder'd ſeveral Provinces fro 
>- running greatly in Debt to the Royal Treaſury, which 
probably they will never be able to pay, But to reme- 
s dy this Inconvenience for the future, the preſent Em- 
e peror has order'd, that henceforward the Proprietors 
- of the Land, and not the Occupiers, ſhall pay the 
Taxes, | OY 
Beſides the great Mandarins of every Province alrea- 
dy mention'd, there is one ſtill more conſiderable, cal- 
led Tong tou. His Juriſdiction extends over two Pro- 
vinces, unleſs they are exceeding large, as Hou guang, 
Chen fi, &c. But then theſe large Provinces are di- 
vided into two Governments, and each Government 
has its proper Viceroy, How far his Power extends 
over the Viceroy's, is determin'd either by Law or 
Cuſtom, for his Superiority is very much limited; 
but the Deciſion of Cauſes always belongs to him, if 
chere is an Appeal to him from eithe, of the Provin- 
. cial Governors. 1 3 | 
In China there are reckon'd 173 Tribunals or Ju- 
riſdictions, immediately ſubject to the General- Offi 
cers and Governors of every Province, called Foz by 
the Chineſe. There are 140 inferior Tribunals, or 
ſubaltern Juriſdictions, whizh depend immediately on 


B 4 tho 


rr 


- * Provinces are Jun nan, Koei tcheou, Se tchuen and 


land Parts of Quang tong and Quang fi. The Pro 
vince of Kiang nan has all the great Diſtrict of Ho 

tcheou, full of exceeding high Mountains, and al- 
moſt uninhabitable. It is alto the ſame with reſpe& 


' Chan fr, 


Pleaſure, to 
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. * owe their Authority immediately to the Viceroy. 
Nature of 
| © the Soil. ts 

ſſio fruitful, that they yield a Crop twice in a Year 
and others again owe their Fruitfulneſs to the inde 


* 2 4 * * 
TP 
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the Tchi For, whereof 1173 have the Title of Hie 
and 335 have that of Icheou. Theſe latter differ 

little from each other; the greateſt Part have no Jy 
riſdiction over the Hien; and others have a Juriſdie 
tion over one, two, and ſometimes four Hien, almol 
equal to that of the Tchi an; and there are ſeveral c 
them which have no Dependance on the Tchi fou, bu 


THERE is no Part of China that can proper) 
be ſaid to be barren; and ſome Parts are naturally 


fatigable Toil of the Husbandmen, 

But as the Quantity of Land proper to be cultiva 
ted, is not very great in ſeveral mountainous Provinces 
it is no wonder that thoſe which are more fruitful, 
ſhould ſcarcely be ſufficient for the Maintenance of 
ſuch a Multitude of Inhabitants, The mountainous 


Fo kien ; as alſo the Weſt of Tche Kiang, and the in- 


to three Parts in four of the Provinces of Chen /i and 
Near the great River of Kiang i is ſituate the moſt 
beautiful Part of the whole Empire; nothing can be 
more delightful than thoſe ſpacious Plains, which are 


fo ſmooth and level, that they ſeem to be the Effect 
of Art rather than Nature. They abound with Ci- 
ties and large Villages, which have the Advantage of 


an infinite Number of Canals, whoſe Water is 
clear and excellent, and the Navigation on them 
ſafe and pleaſant. Nor is it a ſmall Addition to the 

obehol the vaſt Variety of ſtately Barks, 


which are continually paſſing backward and forward. 
The Fields are cultivated with a Care and Labour, of 
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which none but the Chineſe are capable z and they afe” {225 
M fruitful withal, that in ſeveral Places they yield # A 
Rice twice 2 Year, and frequently Wheat and other > ol 
Grain between the two Crops. | 
I F the Chineſe were as careful in cultivating their Froit Trees 
Fruit-Trees, as we generally are in Europe, they would 
have Plenty of almoſt all Kinds, the only difference 
would be the want of Variety of each diſtinct Sort; 
as for Inſtance, they have but three or four kinds of 
Apples; ſeven'or eight of Pears; as many of Peaches, 
Wand none of Cherries but what are very indifferent, 
But what makes amends for this Defect is, that they 

have ſeyeral excellent Fruits to which we are Stran- 


- 


gers; particularly one which they call 7% iſe; and F | 
the Portugueſe, Figs, becauſe. . it is dried it b 
comes mealy and e like a Fig. The Trees on ; 
which they grow, when grafted become very charm- 

ing to the fg z they are as tall, and raves about as # 


much as a müddle- fi d Walnut- Tree: The Kage 
are large, and of a lively Green, which change 
che Autumn to an agreeable Red. The F rult 11 ws 
bout the bigneſs of a handſome Apple, and their Co- 
our, when ripe, is a bright Yellow. 
ln the Southern Provinces there grow other Fruits, 
which are ſtill in greater eſteem among the Natives; 
for, beſides Oranges of ſeveral Sorts, Lemons, Ci- 
trons, which were many Years ago brought into Eu- 
oe, we meet with two ſeveral Kinds which are un- 
Own among us. That which they call Li zchi is 
about the Size of a Date. The Stone is equally long 
Wand hard, it is cover'd with a ſoft Pulp, full of Moi- 
e, and of an excellent Taſtez/ when dry'd, it loſes 
a great Part of its fine Flavour, and becomes black 
and wrinkled like our ordinary Prunes. The Rind 
Woutwardly reſembles Shagreen, but is ſmooth within; 
he Figure is nearly oval. | 
The other Kind has the Name of Long-yen, that 
s tO ſay, the Dragon's Eye; th ; * pe is r ny 
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Rind yellowiſh, the Pulp white, moiſt, and inclina- {WIncif 

ble to the Acid, En pretended. that this is not ſo Tree 

agreeable as the former, but it is more whalclogg, Ti 

for it never —— any Diſorder. by tl 

The You and Quang-lau are ordinary Fruits, and it be 

pot worth inſiſting on in particular. However, the ¶ Char 

way of gathering the latter, which are a Kind of whic 

Olive, is worthy Obiermntinn, Before they are quite Bl I. 

ripe, and yet are in a Condition proper for Eating, ¶ quor 

inſtead of beating them down with long Poles, which {Wreſen 

is the Cuſtom in other Places, they make a Hole in been 

the Body of the Tree, in which they put Salt, and Oil! 

then — it up; by this means, in a few Days time, ¶ to ſ⸗ 

the Olites ll from, from the Tree of themſelves, of th 

Among other Trees, there are two which ought ¶ poſec 

not to be omitted, for beſides their Singularity, they {Wior L 

are uſeful at Meals. The one produces a Code with 

Pepper, called Hoa tfiao; it is the Rind of a — ſelf | 

as big as a Pea; the Kernel is too hot and biting to bad! 

be made uſe of ; the Colour of it is Gray mingled MW Floo! 

with Streaks of Red. It is not ſo pungent nor agree- Gran 

able to the Taſte as Pepper, and conſequently is only TI 

uſed by the meaner People, The Plant that produces It is 

it in ſome Places is a thick Buſh; in others a Tres conta 

of moderate Height. Mide 

The other Tree uces Peas, The Shape, Co- N of th 

Jour, Shell and Taſte are extremely like our ordinary ties © 

Peas. This Tree is common enough in ſeveral Pro: made 

| vinces, and for Tallneſs, ſpreading Branches and II 

| Thickneſs, gives place to very few, calPd 

1 But among Trees which claim the Attention of the is no 

| Publick, and which are moſt likely to raiſe the Enyy differ 

| of the Europeans, are the Four that follow. 71 in th 

1 The Firſt is the Varniſh-Tree ¶ Ti- cbu]. Its Size i they 

| very mean, its Bark whitiſh, its Leaf reſembles that to th! 

of the wild Cherry-Tree. The Gum, which diſtils ter th 

Drop by Drop, is "like the Tears of the Turpentine-M hard 

| Tree. It Pome a greater "Quant of Liquor if an cm 
of Inciſion | 

i | 5 


CHINA, CHINESI-TARTARV, &c, | 
Incifion be made in it; but then it ſnan defiropiithe 


Tree, 
This Varniſh is conſtantly uſed;and greatl Sans 


by the Artificers ; it takes all. Colours a 8 
it be well managed, neither loſes its Luſtre by th 


Changes of the Air, nor the Age of the Wood to 
which it is apply d. 

The Second Tree is 7 ong-cbu, from which a Lib 
quor is gain'd not much differing from Varniſh. It 
reſembles a Walnut-Tree ſo nearly, 
been deceiv*d by it. The Nut is ful of a thickiſh 
Oil mix'd with an oily Pulp, which they take oo 
to ſqueeze, otherwiſe would loſe a 
of the Liquor, This, as well as the Va fo ſup 

ſed to have a Poiſonous Quality. To make it fit 
tor Uſe, they boil it with Litharge, and may mix it 
with any Colour at Pleaſure. It is often uſed of it 
ſelf to varniſh Wood, which preſerves it from the 
bad Effects of Rain; as alſo to give a Luſtre to the 


Floors of the Emperor's Apartments, and thoſe of — 


Grandees. 

The Third remarkable Tree is the 7. allow-T a 
It is as high as a large Cherry- Tree the Fruit is 
contain'd in a Rind, which, when ripe, opens in the 
Middle like a Cheſnut: It conſiſts of white Kernels 
of the Size of a haſel Nut, whoſe Pulp has the Proper- 


ties of Tallow, and of which Candles are accordingly. 


made. 
The Fourth is the. moſt uncommon of all ; it 18 


calPd Pe-la-cbu, that is, the White-Wax- Tree. It 


is not ſo tall as the T allow- Tree, from which it alſo, 
differs in the Colour of the Bark, which is whitiſh, and 
in the Shape of the Leaves, which are longer 


to the Leaves, and forms a ſort of Comb much ſmal- 
ler than a Honey-comb. The Wax of this is very 


hard and ſhining, and of far greater Value than yore 
common Bees. Wax. 


that many have 


than 
they are broad. A little kind of Worm fixes it ſelf 
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ae er 
of being divided into very ſmall * or Strings, 


0 *To the Numberof uſeful Trees-may be added thi 
Reed, or hollow Cane, commonly called a Bamboo. It 


rious Works. 


; boiled 3 in Water till it is reduced into a kind of Paſte, 


Fan Europe; but that of greateſt Eſteem among 
1 _ called Nan mon. The ancient Palaces of the 


never decay, and conſequently that whatever is 
formed with it will Jaſt for ever. Some have ſup- 
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generally grows, to the Height of an ordinary Tree, 
and though it is Knotty and hollow, it i ceeding 
will ſuſtain a great Weight, and 1s there- 


of which they make Boxes, , and other cu- 
When it is broken in Pieces, grown rotten, and 


it ſerves to make Paper of different Kinds, It is alſo 
made uſe of for Pipes to convey Water, and indeed 


for ſo many other Furpoſes, that it would be tediou 


0 mention them. 
They have moſt Kinds of Wood chat are to be 


mperors have the Windows, Gates, Beams, and 
Pillars of this Wood. The Natives imagine it will 


poſed it to be a kind of Cedar, but the Leaves are 
not at all like it. It is a very tall Tree, A 
ay: of it 1s very ſtrait. 

But no Kind of Wood, for Beauty, can equal the 
elan: It is of a Reddiſh Black, and full of fine 
Veins, which ſeem painted. It is very. proper for 
Cabinets, and the very fineſt Sort of Joyners Work; 

and whatever 1s made of it 1s in great Eſteem. 
With reſpect to Strength and Firmneſs, the Jron- 
twoed gives Place to none. The Tree is as tall as our 


large Oaks, but differs from it in the Thickneſs of 
. the Trunk, the Shape of the Leaf, the Colour of the 
Wood, which is darker, and more efpecially in the 


Weight. The Anchors of their Ships of War: are 
made of this Wood, and the Emperor's Officers 
pretends, that they are preferable ta thoſe. made al 


e Iron; 
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rived. to us from the corrupt Pronunciation of two Tes. 
Cities in the Province of Fo kien ; 5 in the reſt of the 


„Empire it is called'Tcha, - e 
They diſtinguiſh it into Four Aifferent Sorts, The 
Firſt has the Name of Song lo tba; it grows upon a 
Mountain of Niang nan, in the Lat. of 29 Deg. 38 
in. 30. Sec. which is covered over with theſe Shrubs, 
This! n the ſame as is called Green Tea among us. 5 
i planted much in the ſame Manner as Vines, wWhoſe 
Growth is prevented, otherwiſe it would run up to 
been or eight Foot in Height. In the Space of four or 
five Years it muſt be planted. a- new, or elſe the Leaf 

15 will become thick, hard and rough. The Flower 11 
” white, and 1n the Shape of a Roſe, compoſed of five , 
i Leaves. In the Autumn when the Flower is gone, 
chere appears a Berry in TIN IG WR! 
u moiſt, "4 of ap d a " 
5 What I have faid of the Height of theſe Shrubs , | 


muſt be underſtood of thoſe which grow in the: 
ſaid Province, for in other Places they ſuffer them to 
grow to their natural Height, which often reaches to 


Branches are young and tender, they cauſe them to 


or bend — t they may gather the Leaves 40 


1 with greater Eaſe. The Song lo tcha, or Green Tea 
abovemention'd, preſerv'd ſeveral Years is an ew 
ent Remedy againſt many Diftempers. 
I Another kind of Tea, [You y teba,] grows in the 
„Province of Fo kien, and takes it Name from a fa- 
mous Mountain therein. This Mountain, according 
to an Obſervation, made upon the Spot, lies in 27 
/. 38“. of North Latitude. It is che moſt fumous 


pr in all the Province ; eee 
2. — e ber 5 
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taken. 
AMONG Shrubs, chat of TEA ought: to be b 4 
placed in the firſt Rank. The Name of Tea . 


Q 4 — n . 


ten or twelve Foot: For this Reaſon, while tre 4 


14 


them | in theſe inacceſſible Places. 


Taſte is very ſmooth, and the Decoction inoffenſive 


z never uſed at the Emperor's Court. 
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ber of Temples, Houſes, and Hermitages of the Bos 


zes, which attract a great Concourſe of People. W{Weifferer 


With a Deſign to make this Mountain paſs for the 


1 Abade of ſuperiour Beings, they have convey'd Barks, Nplanted 
"| Chariots, and other Things of the fame Kind, inta they g 


the Cleſts of the ſteepeſt | Rocks, all along the Side | 
of a Rivulet that divides it in two: Inſomuch that Hof wh 
theſe fantaſtical Ornaments are look'd upon by the ¶becauſe 
Vulgar as a real Prodigy, for they ſuppoſe that it 
muſt be a Power more than Human, a has fd from t. 


The Soil of this Mountain that produces this Plane inform 


is light, whitiſh and ſandy, The only difference be- withou 


tween this 'Tea and the former, is, — the Leaves of 
the former are more long and ſharp pointed, the De- 
coction of it is Green, and Experience diſcovers it to 
be much more raking. On the contrary, the Leaves 
of the Latter are ſhort, and more round, of a Colour 
a little Blackiſh, and yield a Yellow Tincture; the 


to the weakeſt Stomach. For this Reaſon this Tea is 
the moſt ſought after, and uſed by the whole Empire; 
However it muſt be obſerved — of this Kind there whenc 
are three Sorts. freſh, 
off he Firſt is the tender Leaf of che Shrub when diſtan 
y Planted ; this is ſeldom: expoſed to Sale, but Ito the 
— to make Preſents of, and to ſend to the Empe- 
ror. It is a kind of Imperial Tea, and is valued at 
about two Shillings a Pound of our Money: The 
Second conſiſts of 1 of a ſenſible Growth, and 
this is counted a very good Sort. The remaining 
Leaves are ſuffered to come to their full Bigneſs, 
which makes the Third Kind;, and is exceeding 
Cheap. They make ftill another Sort of the Flower 
deer but thoſe who would have it, muſt beſpeak it 
beforehand, and purchaſe it at an exceſſive Price. Not- 


withſtanding which it makes a very inſipid Tea, and 
Thert 


Py 


Cuts, Cumtsr-TarTaty,'&c. 
„There are ſeveral other Teas, which are very little 


wing to the Nature of the Soil in which they are 
planted. And there are ſeveral Plants to which 
they give the Name of Tea, which are ing 
like it. However there is a Third principal Sort, 
of which we can give but an imperfect Account, 
becauſe Strangers are not permitted to enter the 
Place where it grows. It is called Pow. eu tcha, 
from the Village Pou eul in the Province of Jun nan. 


inf 

2 N without Regularity, and grows without Cultivation; 
of The Leaves are more long and: thick than thoſe of 
e. che two former Kinds; they roll them up into a kind 
to of Balls, and fell them at a good Price, The Taſte 
res is ſmooth, but not very agreeable; when it is made 
ur Uſe of in the ordinary manner, it yields a reddiſh 
the 
We 
| is 
re 
ere 


Tincture. The Chineſe Phyſicians account it very Sa- 


lutary, and a certain Remedy for the Colick and 
Fluxes, and alſo: very good to procure an Appetite. 


There is another Tree which bears a Fruit, from 


whence is drawn an Excellent Oil, perhaps while 
freſh, the beſt in all the Empire. This Tree has ſome 
diſtant Reſemblance to the Youy tcha, with Reſpect 
to. the Shape of the Leaf and the Colour of the 
Wood, but exceeds it very much in Height and 
in Thickneſs, They grow naturally on the Sides of 
Hills and in Stony Valleys. The Berries. are Green, 
and of an irregular Figure, they contain ſeveral Ker- 

nels or Stones of no very hard Conſiſtence, + 
The flowering Trees and Shrubs are very nume- 
rous in every Province. Some of the Flowers reſemble 
Tulips, others are like Roſes, which, intermix'd 
8 Leaves, make a beautiful Appearance. 
Kinds that bear odoriferous Flowers; of theſe the 
double Jeſſamine- Tree [M li hoa}, is the molt wet" 
* 85 e. 


different from the two Principal Kinds, but what ia 


> e 


Thoſe who have been at the Foot of the Mountain, 
inform us that this Shrub is tall and buſhy, planted 


mong the Shrubs there are but three or four 


*- of 


in the North it is no more than ſi Foot high, tho! it 


| Scent of it is the moſt delicious of all. 


is none that deſerves any Notice but the Pe tai, and 


p E . 


* 


m Sn 8 of 
able! In the South it attains 2 moderate Height, but 


be kept in the#Green-Houſe all the Winter. The 
Flower in all things reſembles a double Jeſſamine, 
but the Leif is entirely different, and comes pretty 
near that of a young Citron-Tree. 

The Tree which produces the Flowers call'd Kuey 
boa, is very common in the Southern Provinces, but 
is rarely found in the Northern. The Flowers are 
ſmall, of various Colours, and have a charming Scent. 
The Leaves are not unlike thoſe of a Bay-Tree, 

There is yet another Species of theſe Plants, pro- 
per to the maritime Provinces ; it bears the Flower 
called Lun boa. It is not fo aprecable to the Sight, 
being of a dusky Yellow as the former, but the 


There is a Shrub, not odoriferous, which bears 2 
white Flower as large as a double or triple Roſe. The 
Calix, or Cup, becomes afterwards a. Fruit of the 
of a Peach, but the Taſte is altogether inſipid. 
In it Cells it has ſeveral Pippins, or Seeds, cover'd 
. — a blackiſh Skin, of a pretty firm Conſiſtence. 

* The Piopys'of China are more beautiful, and have 
an Smell, but the reſt of their Garden. 
Flowers are no way le to ours. 
The meaner Sort, who live upon little elſe beſides 
Vegetables; are very careful in the cultivation of their 
Kitchen-Gardens ; as ſoon. as one thing is off the 
Ground, another is immediately ſown or planted, in- 
fomuch that the Earth is never ſuffer d to Iie ſtill. 

Among the Pot-Herbs which we have not, there 


this indeed is both uſeful and excellent. It has been 
taken for a kind of Roman Lettice, but is like it in 
nothing but the firſt Leaves; the Seed, Flower, Taſte, 
and Height being intirely different. The Quantities 
that are ſown of it are almoſt incredible. In the 
. eee and November the nine a 

* 


ChINA, Cuintsr-TarTaby,; &c, 
Peking are embarraſſed with the Waggons that are: 
oaded with it. They preſerve it with Salt, or pickle 


a Reliſn. 
The Medicinal Herbs, in ſo large an n Empire; are 
doubtleſs very numerous, but I ſhall only take notice 
of the moſt Remarkable and the moſt Valuable. 
Rhubarb grows in great abundance, not only in the 
Province of Se tchuen, but alſo in the Mountains of 
benſi. The Flowers reſemble Tufts in the ſhape of 
a Bell, jagged at the Ends; the Leaves are long, and 
rough to the Touch. The Root is whitiſn within, 


— hile freſh, but when dryed it aſſumes the Colour it 
ht, bas when it comes to us. 
he The Plant that ſome Authors call Radix xina, and ha 


Natives Fou ling, is of all the moſt made uſe of by the 
Chineſe Phyſicians, It is found in greateſt Plenty in 
Se tebuen; its Leaves, which are long and narrow, 
creep upon the Ground. The Root when full grown 


-_ is very thick, and, if the Natives are to be believed, 
d bas ſometimes the Circumference of an Infant's Head, 
| But whether it be great or ſmall, this is certain that 
well it contains in a kind of Pod a white Pulp, a little 


clammy or viſcous. There is a wild Sort of this 


der much uſed, and is ſold at a much lower Rate. Some 
of the Miſſionaries, who are Natives of that Part of 
che {7410 where Truffles are plenty, affirm that the 


in- ling is a kind of Truffle. The good Effects of 
I chis Plant are not to be doubted of, after the Expe- 
ere icnce of fo great a Nation; yet it is hard to ſay for 
ind what Diſtemper it is moſt proper, becauſe, like a 
een Panacca, it is preſcribed in almoſt all. 

1 The Root of the Plant which is called Fen ſe, is 
ſte, not ſo commonly uſed, but is much dearer; it is 
tie: even ſcarce in the Province of Se ſchuen where it 
the grows, between 29 and 30 Degrees of Latitude z 


lit is of a warm Nature, and is look d upon as 
; 


Vor, I. G an 


0 


t, and ſo mix it with their Rice, to which it n 


Plant in ſeveral Parts of the Country, which alſo is 
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an excellent Remedy for all Diſeaſes ariſing from 
cold Humours, as alſo for all kinds of Obſtructions i Spe 
Its Shape is ſingular, it is femicircular on one Side, ucce 
and almoſt flat on the other. The flat Side is fix d to 
the Earth by ſeveral Filaments, and from the hal 
Round arife ſeveral different Stems, each of whichWrer 
grows up in the Form of a Noſegay. Nothing but 
the Root 1s of any Value. IS 
_ Ti boang is another Root of a very beautiful Plant, 
which grows in greateſt Plenty in the North of the 
Province of Ho nan, in 359. C. of Lat. At firſt Sigh 
one would take it for a fort of Liquoriſh, with a le 
guminous Flower, and a crooked Pod; but whenfwhi 
one examines the Leaves, the Sceds and the Faſte, il 
is a hard matter to decide among what Species i 
ought to be placed. It is very much uſed to fortify i 
and to reſtore by little and little the Decays of 
Strength. 5 DA | 
But of all the Plants of which we have fpoken, nex 
to the Gin ſeng, none is ſo precious as the San tft; 
they attribute almoſt the fame Virtues to the one as tc 
the other, only the. latter is accounted the more effi- 
cacious- in Womens Diſorders, and Hemorrhagies of 
all Sorts. It is not at all like the Gin-ſeng in Shape 
This grows in the Province of Quang ſi, and is to biff 
found only on the Tops of high ſteep Mountains, 

A Kind of Goat of a greyiſh Colour is very fond 
of feeding upon this Plant, inſomuch that they ima 
gine the Blood of this Animal is endowed with the 
fame medicinal Properties. It is certain that the Blood | 
of theſe Goats has ſurprizing Succeſs againſt the In-· ¶ to th. 
juries receiv'd by Falls from Horſes, and other Acci-ſ good 
| dents of the fame kind. This the Miſſionaries have roug 
had Experience of ſeveral times. One of their Ser-{tain); 
vants that was thrown by a vitious Horſe, and who gree 
lay ſome Time without Speech or Motion, was foffl It 
ſoon recovered by this Remedy, that the next Day Drug 
he was able to purſue his Journey. | 


| Cans, Curnisr-Farraty, Ofc. 

It muſt not be forgotten that this Potion is reckon'd 
; Specifick againft the Small Pox. Inftances of its 
Succeſs are frequent. The black and tainted Puſtules 


to hecome of a fine Red, as ſoon as the Patient has taken 
he Remedy: For this Reafor it is preſcribed in ſt- 


Qualities in the Blood. The worſt Circumſtance is; 
hat it is dear and not eafy to be had; and ſeldom 
free from Adulteratlon. In the Experiments above. 
ntioned, the Blood of a Goat was made uſe of that 
had been taken by the Hunters. | 

nin the Province of Tun nan are found the Tres 
which bear the Caffia ſſtula; they are Pretty tall; and 
the Pods are longer than thoſe which we fe in Ex 
rope; they are not compoſed of two convex Shells 
like thoſe Plants of the Leguminous kind, but are a 
ott of hollow Pipes, divided by Partitions i into Cells 


the Cafha made uſe of by us. 

I ſhall forbear to ſpe 10 of the Betel. Tree, though 
Ufeful againſt many Diforders,and ſeveral other Prers 
vhich grow in moſt Parts of the Indies, ſucli as the 


oi Banana Tree, the Coton-Tree, and the Mango. Trir- 


ape As alſo of the Ananats, and ſeveral other Plants, be- 


5 bicauſe they are commonly found i in che Deſcription of 


thoſe Countries. 

We ſhall only obſerve that the Chineſe Ce 
grows in the Diſtriẽt of /in tcheom fore, of the Province 
of Quang ſi. It is even in China in leſs Eſteem than 


good Cinnamon of Ceylon; it is alſo thicker, more 
rough, and not ſo well ſcented. However it has cer- 
Juinly the Qualities of Cinnamon, tho? in a leſs De- 

gree; which 1s ſufficiently confirm'd by Experience. 
It is not yet time to ſpeak of the Simples and 
Drugs made uſe of by the Artificers of China, this 
will be more proper in the Natural Hiſtory. How- 
CA ever 


eral Diſorders, which are fappoſed to ariſe from bad 


hich contain a ſoft Subſtance no way differing from 5 


5 : by th [1 7 "* 
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chat which is imported. Its Colour is more inclin d 
Jo the Grey than Red, which is the Colour of the 
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| Animals. * 


with Man. 


The GENERAL HisTory of 
ever I ſhall juſt mention the Plant called Tien or 
Tien-hoa. It is very common, and greatly uſed. When 
it is macerated in Water, and prepared in large Tubs, 
it yields a Blue Colour ſerviceable to the Dyers, 
That of Fo kien gives a finer Tincture, and is in 
greater Eſteem for a ſort of Painting which they 
name Tan-mei. 10 
They employ little elſe but the Juices of Flowers 
and Herbs, to Paint all kinds of Flowers and Figures 
upon Sattin and Sattin-Taffetaes, of which they make 
their Garments and various Sorts of Furniture. Theſe 
Colours, which penetrate the Subſtance, never fade. 
They ſeem to be artfully Woven in, though they 
are only Painted in a ſlight Manner, 

WE have not been able to gain an exact Knowledge 
of ſome extraordinary Animals, which are ſaid to be 
found in the Mountains ; and what they relate of ſome 
in particular is ſo extravagant, that it is unworthy of the 
Attention of the Publick. That which they con- 
ſtantly affirm of the Animal Sin fin, makes one think 
it is a kind of an Ape. They ſay that it is the Size 
of a Man, and reſembles Mankind in almoſt all its 
- There is another which they call Gin-biung, that 
is, a Man-Bear, which muſt be only underſtood of the 
extraordinary Bigneſs of that kind of Bears compared 
In like manner Ma-lou, a Stag-Horſe, 
is only a kind of Stag as high as the little Horſes 
of Se tchuen and Jun nan. 

But that which is related in their Books of the 
Horſe-Tiger, ought to be look'd upon as all fabu- 
lous. He does not differ, ſay they, in any thing 


from a Horſe, but in his Scales wherewith he is co- 


vered, and by his Claws, which reſemble a Tiger's ; 
but more eſpecially by his ſanguinary Diſpoſition, 


which makes him leave. the Water in the Spring- 


Seaſon, to devour both Man and Beaſt, 
That 
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That which is related of the Myusk-Deer, ¶ Hiang 
tchang ſe] is agreeable to Truth; for this Animal is 
not very uncommon. It is a kind of a Deer withotit 
Horns, with Hair of a blackiſh Colour. The Musk- 
bag is compoſed of a very thin Skin, cover'd with 
Hair extremely fine. The Fleſh is good to eat, and 
is even ſerved up at the beſt Tables. There will be 
occaſion to ſpeak of it hereafter. | 2 

In the Southern Provinces there are Parrots of all 
Sorts, exactly reſembling thoſe brought from Ameri- 


ca. They have the ſame Plumage, and the fame Apt- 


neſs for Talking ; but they are not comparable to the 
Bird calld [Nui ki] the Golden Hen. There is no Spe- 
cies in Europe any thing like it. The Livelineſs of the 
Red and Yellow, the Plume on the Head, the deli- 
cate Shadowing of the Tail, the Variety of Colours of 
the Wings, together with a well-ſhaped Body, have 
doubtleſs given occaſion for the Epithet of Golden 
conferred on this Fowl, to ſhew its Preference over 
the moſt valuable of the Feather'd Kind, Beſides, 
the Fleſh is more delicate than that of a Pheaſant, 
ſo that, on all Accounts, not one of the Eaſtern 
Birds can be more deſirable than this in our Euro- 
pean Countries. | © 

Among the beautiful Birds the Hai ſſing may juſtly 
be counted one. It is very uncommon, and is found 
only in the Diſtrict of Han tchong fou in the Province 
of Chem fi, and in ſome Parts of Tartary. It is not in- 
teriour in Beauty to our fineſt Falcons, and in Strength 
and Bigneſs is much ſuperiar ; fo that it may be cal 
2 the King of the Birds of Prey in Tartary and 

Ws : 

The Butterflies of the Mountain Lo-feou-chan, are 
likewiſe greatly eſteem'd. It is ſituated in the Diſtrict 
of Hoei tcheou fou, of the Province of Quantong. The 
largeſt and moſt uncommon among them are ſent to 
Court, where they are made uſe of for a particular 
kind of Ornament. Their Colours are wonderfully 

| C3. diver- 
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diverſify'd, and lively to a ſurpriſing Degree. Theſe 
Butterflies are much larger than thole in Europe. In 
the Day-time they are without Motion on the Trees, 
and conſequently are eaſily taken ; but in the Night 
they flutter, about much in the ſame manner as oyr Bats, 
and many of them ſeem to be almoſt as large. There 
are others of a leſs Kind, much fought after, but ng 
way comparable to theſe. 7 

Metal.. BUT the Mountains of China are ſtill more valuable, 
for the Mines of different Metals which they contain, 
They are full, as the Natives affirm, of Silver and 
— Gold. Yet they have been hitherto neglected out 
of Policy, becauſe the Repoſe of the Publick would 
' be diſturb'd by too much Riches, which would make 

the People proud, and negligent of Agriculture, 
Notwichftanding this Maxim, there have been Sil 
ver Mines always kept open in the Province of Tus 


nan; and as for their Gold, they find it in the Sands I 
of the Brooks and Rivers that deſcend from the ſaid 1 
Mountains in the weſtern Parts of the Provinces of ill this 
Ce tchuen and Jun nan, This latter Province is the there 
more rich of the two. The People called Lalo, of whic 
. whom we ſhall ſpeak hereafter, muſt needs have 3 It "+ 
great Quantity of Gold in their Mountains; this ap- ſpot 
pears from their Cuſtom of putting a great Number [ 
of Gold Leaves into the Coffins of Perſons of Merit it f. 
and Diſtinction. Cy chat 
As their Gold is not coin'd, it is ſold as a Mer: fine 
chandiſe; but the Demand for it is not conſiderable, Vu, 
becauſe it is uſed by none but the Gilders, except for WM Per. 
fome ſmall Toys. No Perſon but the Emperor has Wl *PP 
any Quantity of Utenſils made of this Metal. | BY 
The Mines of Coal are very numerous, perhaps 5 


no Kingdom of the World contains more. They 
make uſe of this Fuel on all Occaſions, which is of in- Pre 
finite Advantage in ſo cold a Country, and where Im 
Wood for Firing is very ſcarce, = ; 


It 


Cnina, Cuinzss-TarTary, Cc. 23 
It is alfo probable that there is great Plenty of Tin 
and Iron Mines, and ſuch like Metals, becauſe the 
rice of them is ſo low: One Mine in particular was 
obſerv'd by the Miſſionaries to yield hundreds of 
Quintals in a few Days. The Copper Mines which 
are in the Provinces of Jun nan and Koei tcheou, 
no have for many Years furniſh'd a ſufficient Quan- 
Witity of Copper for the ſmall Coin of the whele Em- 
le, (MW pire. But the moſt ſingular, is the | Pe Tong! 
in White Copper; it is naturally of a white Colour, 
and ſtill more ſo inwardly than outwardly, Several | 
out Experiments have been made at Peking, to try if it 
na owes its Whiteneſs to any Mixture, by which it was 
ke found that it did not; on the contrary, all Mixtures, 
except Silver, diminiſh its Beauty. When poliſh'd, 
il. it is exactly like Silver; but what detracts from its 
Value, is, its being more brittle than other Copper. | 
ids THERE is a Stone called Hiung boang, which is p. ginn 
hel {aid to be an Antidote againſt all forts of Poiſon: But Stones. 
of MY this may be juſtly ſuſpected, becauſe in ſome Places 
he there are large Quarries of it. It is a ſoft Stone, of 
af which Cups, and ſuch like Things are eaſily made, 
3 lt is naturally of a yellowiſh Colour, and ſometimes 
p- {potted with Black. 
er Lapis Lazuli is not very dear in Jun nan, where it 
rt is found in ſeveral Places, differing in nothing from 
that which is imported into Europe. Nu-che, of the 
fineſt Sort, is generated in the Diſtrict of Tai tong 
fou, of the Province of Chan fi: It is a kind of Jaſ- 
per, of the Colour of the white Part of Agate. It 
appears tranſparent, and ſometimes ſpotted when it is 
poliſh'd. | | 
The Rubies which are ſold at Tun nan fou, are of 
the right Sort, but very little. There are alſo other 
Precious Stones to be had there; but they are to be 
Imported from other Countries, and eſpecially from 
the Kingdom of Aca. F 


C 4 | The 


A An 8. 


It 


4s 


/ beſide Bridges and Triumphal Arches, which adorn 


Bridges. 


ſome Likeneſs ta our Frizes, is of a Height which 
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The fineſt Roct Cryſtal is found in the Province of 
Fo kien in the Latitude of 24 10. The Artificer 
who live near the Mountains where it is got, are very 
skilful in working it; and 1 make of it, Seals, 
Buttons, Figures of Animals, Sc. | 
There are alſo, in this Province, Quarries of fine 
Marble, which would equal the beſt in Europe, if it 
were well poliſh'd ; but they make but little Uk 
of it in their publick Buildings. There is neither 
Palace, nor Temple, nor any other Edifice, at Pe- 
king or elſewhere, intirely of Marble. Tho' Pillars 
are frequently uſed in their Building, they have hi- 

- therto employ'd nothing but Wood for that Purpoſe. 
It 1s uncommon to ſee any thing built even of Stone, 


+ Th 
oy 
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the Streets of the principal Cities in each Province. 
The Triumphal Arches are moſtly adorn'd with the 
Figures of Men, Birds, and Flowers, very artificial- 
ly done, which ſeem to be held together with Cords 
which are engag?d one in another without Confuſion, 


Thoſe which have been done lately, fall infinitely 


ſhort of the old ones ; which demonſtrates the ſuperior 
Skill of their ancient Architects. However, the Or- 
der of the modern is the ſame of the other; but this 
Order has little in it that reſembles ours. They have 
neither Chapiters nor Cornices ; and that which has 


is ſhocking to an Eye accuſtom'd to the European Ar- 
chitecture. J Loo 
THE Stone- Bridges are commonly built like ours, 
on large Piers of Stone, capable of reſiſting the Ra- 
pidity of the Stream, and ſuſtaining the Weight of 
Arches wide enough for the Paſſage of large Veſſels. 
They are exceeding numerous, and the Emperor 
— no Expence when the publick Good requires 
em to be built. 85 
Of theſe, there is one very remarkable at Fou 
tcheou fou Capital of Fo tien. The River over 
__— _ _ ._ - which 
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> of@lwhich it is built is half a League 
ſometimes divided into ſmall Arms, and ſometimes 
ſeparated by little Iſlands; theſe are all united in join- 
ing the Iſlands by 


"oh Furlongs or Chineſe Lys, and ſeventy-ſix Toiſes, 


Arches built of white Stone, with Baniſters on each 
Side handſomely carved ;- upon which, at the diſtance 


Baſes are very large, — hollow Barks. 


Bridges, which make altogether 
he principal of theſe has alone above an hundred 


of every ten Foot, are placed ſquare Pilaſters, whoſe 


25 
e in Breadth; it is 


But that which excells all the reſt, is at Suen Eben { 
au, built over the Point of an Arm of the Sen, 


without which the Paſſage would be ſometimes dan- 


gerous, even in a Boat. It is 2500 Chineſe Feet in 
Length, and 20 in Breadth. It is ſupported by 252 
ſtrong Piers, 126 on each Side. All the Stones are 
of the ſame Bigneſs, as well thoſe which are laid from 
Pier to Pier, as thoſe which are laid croſs-wiſe ; in- 
ſomuch that it is difficult to comprehend how Stones. 
of ſuch an enormous Size ſhould be placed in that 


regular Manner they are, or even raiſed on the high 


Piers on which they lie. After this, there is no- 


ching of the Kind worth mentioning: But from the 
this publick Buildings in general it may be obſerv'd, that 
ave theſe People are very laviſh in every thing that re- 
has gards the Publick, but _ Oeconomiſts in all their 
ich private Concerns. ; 
Ar- BUT the moſt excellent of all their Works Nie Rivers and. 


to their Rivers and Canals, which are managed with Canalt. 


urs, ¶ the greateſt Advantage to the Publick; inſomuch 
Ra- that one may paſs from Canton the moſt Southern Ci- 
of ty, to Peking the moſt Northern, without travelling 
els. ¶ above one Day by Land, and even not that, if one 
ror © goes a little about by the Province of Quang ft _ 
ires ¶ Hou gquang. 

The great River 27 ang iſe kiang ü all Ching BO 
Fou from Weſt to Eaſt, and is join'd to the River Pe-ho, _ ,_ 
ver ¶ which runs from Paking towards the South, through 4 
ich a famous 
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who, according to the Bonzes, is Lord of the Waters, 
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a famous artificial Canal; by this means there is 
an eaſy Communication between the Southern and 
Maritime Provinces with the Northern that border 
upon Tartary, which is an inechauftible Source of re- 
Advantages. This Canal, which has thei 
Name of 74-leang ho, or, the Canal to convey Mer. 
chandizes, is very remarkable for its Length, which 
is 160 Leagues, but more ſo by the Levelneſs of the 
Land thro' which it is cut; for there is neither Hill, 
nor Mountain, nor Rocky Soil, which gave them 
any Trouble to make a Paſſage through. | 
In the Province of Chan tong is a moderate River 
named Oyen-bo, whoſe Waters they have found means 
to divide; the Place of Separation is called | Fou Choui 
miao] The Temple of the Diviſion of the Waters, be- 
cauſe it was conſecrated by the Idolaters to Long Yang, 


The greateſt Part of it bends its Courſe Northward, 
and after many Turnings and Windings falls into the 
River of Peking. The other is, with vaſt Trouble 
and Expence, guided through low and marſhy Lande, 
and by the Aſſiſtance of Dams and Sluices, is made ſub. 
fervient to different Purpoſes of Pleaſure and Profit. 
But that which moſt charms the Eye, is the infi- 
nite Number of large and beautiful Imperial Barks, 
which fail in numerous Fleets under the Command 
of a ſingle Mandarin, loaded with the beſt Pro- 
ductions of different Provinces, It is commonly faid 
that the Number of theſe Barks, which are maintain- 
ed at the Publick Expence, amount to 10000 ; but 
upon ſtrict Enquiry it appears there is not half of 
that Number, and even then it will be found ſur- 
riſing enough, if it be confider*d, that they are de 
ben'd only to ſupply the Imperial City with Provi- 
fions, and that the Burthen of many of them is Four- 
{core Tuns at leaft. 


Where there is no Danger of damaging the Grand eſpe 


| Canal, there are ſmall ones cut into it, for the moreſſſ and 


eaſy 
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ay Carriage of all Sorts of Commodities; and where 
he Land js not upon the ſame Level with the Canal, 
hey cauſe their Boats to be hoiſted up on a large —4 
ping Stone, Which being made ſlippery with \ 

the Boats ſlide down a extreme Swiftneſs; for ahi this 
eaſon they are ſaſhion'd much like a Gondola, and 
their Keels are made of an exceeding hard Works 
proper to ſuftain the Weight of the Bark. 


ertling the Geography of the Country, did not al- 
low them Time to inquire very minutely into the ſe- 
veral Species of Fiſh which are to be found in their 
Rivers and Canals; however, they obſerv'd two or 
wee things which are ſingular 5 The Firſt is, 
that in the River Zang t/e kiang, in the Province of 
King ſi, there is an Aſſembly of a great Number of 
. at a particular Seaſon, to purchaſe the Spawn 
of Fiſh. I the Month of May the Country-People 
place Mats and Hurdles acroſs the River, leavi — 
ly Room for the Paſſage of the Boats; theſe 
dles ſtop the Spawn, which, together with the Wa. 
ter, they convey into proper Veſſels, and expoſe to 
Sale. By this means, and keeping the Veſſels in Agi- 
cation, it is convey'd into divers Provinces, in order 
to ſtock their Ponds and Pools. In a few Days the 
young Fry hegin to appear in little Shoals, — the 
different Kinds cannot be ſo ſoon diſtinguiſh'd. The 
Advantage they reap from this is vaſtly more than the 
ain. Expence they are at, for the common People live 
but much upon Fiſh. 
foi The next of this Kind remarkable is the Goldes 
fur-W Zi [Kin yu.] It is kept in Ponds and Baſons made 
de on purpoſe, near the Pleaſure-Houſes of Perſons of 
oVi- Diſtinction. The leaſt are the moſt valued, becaufe 
or- they are moſt beautiful. They are of a fine Red, 
which looks as if it were ſpeckled with Gold Duſt, 
and eſpecially near the Tail, Some are white, like Silver, 
e others white, ſpatzed with Neu: They are all vas 
eaſy ry 


IHE great Trouble which the Miſſionaries bad in Fi. 


9 


De GENERAL HISTORY of - 
lively, and delight to play on the Surface of the 
Water ; but they are ſo tender withal, that a ſmall ¶ rende 
Matter will kill great Numbers of them. Their Size 
is various, but ſome of them are as large as a Pil- 
chard. They will riſe up to the Top of the Water, 
at the Noiſe of a Clapper that the Perſon wſes who 
feeds them: It is remarkable, and indeed ſurpriſing, 
that during three or four of the coldeſt Months they 
are not fed at all: One would imagine they knew il 
their Maſters, they are ſo ready to riſe at his Ap- 

oach ; on this Account many great Perſons delight to 
eed them with their own Hands, and pleaſe themſelves 
much with their Agility, and Sporting in the Water. TI 

But this kind of Fiſh is not more beautiful than the 
Hai ſeng is hideous and ugly. It is commonly ſeen Wl yea 
floating near the Shore, in the Sea of Chan tong and Chir 
Fo kien. It looks like a ſhapeleſs Lump of ſome ina- 
nimate Matter, and is not eaſily to be deſcrib'd ; the 

Natives affirm it has four Eyes and Feet, but the 
Miſſionaries could diſcover but two of the former, 
and nothing like Feet, but ſmall! Prominences in ſe- 
veral Parts of its Body. It has neither Bones, nor 
Prickles, and when preſs'd, dies immediately. A lit- 1 
tle Salt will preſerve it, and by that means it may be 
convey'd all over the Empire: It is much uſed, and ebe 
accounted extreme fine Eating, but would not be 
very agreeable to an European Palate. For 

I might mention a Kind of Sea-Crab, which are 
very ſubject to Petrefaction without loſing their natu- and 

ral Shape; but this is commonly known elfewhere. W in t 
Their Phyſicians account them excellent in Fevers, but of t 
how juſtly is uncertain. y bei: 
Rivers and Lakes are in great Plenty all over the Ml to 
Country: There is one of theſe latter, which is eighty hin 
of our Leagues in Circumference ; there are alſo cer- ¶ ten 
tain Rivulets which run under Ground, and appear a- of 
gain at ſome Diſtance ;- but this cannot be mention- ¶ Inf 
ed as a thing very extraordinary. 


The 
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The Cities, which are very numerous, are almoſt all 
he built on the Sides of Lakes, Rivers or Canals, which 
renders travelling by Water extremely commodious 
as well as pleaſant; but of theſe you will find a parti- 
- cular Deſcription - in the uns vr ae Part * 10 by 
Work. 
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Of the Great 72 all, which Bolle C HIN A « fro 
TARTARY. | 


T HIS . Wall was built by the "acc —4 7 
peror Tin chi boang, with a politick View, 221 
Years ap Chriſt. It is the Northern Boundary. of 
China, and defends it from the neighbouring Tartars, 
who were at that Time divided into ſeveral Nations 
under different Princes, which prevented their 'doing 
any Injury to China, but by their ſudden Irruptions, 
There was then no Inſtance of ſuch a Union of the 
Weſtern Tartars, as happen'd at the Beginning of the 
Thirteenth Century, when they conquer'd China. 
There is nothing in the World equal to this Work, 
which 1s continued thro' three great Provinces, viz, Pe 
tcheli, Chan fi, and Chen fi, built often in Places which 
ſeem inacceſſible, and ſtrengthen'd with a Series f 
Forts. The Beginning of this Wall is a large Bul- 
wark of Stone, raiſed in the Sea, to the Eaſt of Peks , 
and almoſt in the ſame Latitude, being 40. 2. 657 „ 
in the Province of Pe tcheli. It is built Nike the Walls 
of the common Cities of the Empire, but much wider, 
being terraſs'd, and cas'd with Brick; and is from 20 
to 25 Feet high. P. Regis, and the P. who aſſiſted 
him in making the Map of the Provinces, have of- 
ten ſtretch'd a Line on the Top, to meaſure the Baſes 
of Triangles, and to take diſtant Points with an 
Inſtrument : They always found it well paved, and 
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wide enough for five or fix Horſemen to travel a-. Wall 
breaft with eaſe. The Gates of the Great Wall are for- 
tified on the Side of China by pretty large Forts: The 
firſt, towards the Eaſt, is calld Chang bai koan x it is 
near the Wall which extends from the Bulwark in 
the Sea, about a League through a Country quite le. 


vel, and then begins from this Fort to riſe upon the 
Declivities of the Mountains, It was the Chineſe Ge- Wwher, 
neral, who commanded in this Place, that called in plies 
the neighbouring Tartars of Leao tong : This gave divid 
them an Opportunity of conquering China, notwith- Be 
ſtanding the great Confidence the Chineſe had in this Mvince 
„Wall, which they thought an impregnable Defence. row, 
The other Forts, and which areas noted, are Hi fone ¶ velly 
Leon, in 409. 26. Tou che keon, 419. 190. 200. Tehans Min ot! 
Ria keen, 409. . 13. two noted Paſſages of the ſider: 
Tartars, who are ſubject to the Empire, to come to Ning 
Peting; and Cou pe keow, 40“. 43. 15. which wa Son: 
the oy the Emperor Cang bi generally took to go with 
to Ge ho ell in Tartary. This Place is about 40 is th: 
Leagues from Peking, always aſcending towards the ¶ are o 
North: It is a mountainous Country, where he uſed N 
to take the Diverſion of Hunting; the Way to it from MW niche 
Peking is levell'd by Hand, and as even as a BowWI- Emp 
img-Green. There this great Prince reſided more than ¶ che I 
Ralf the Year, without neglecting the Affairs of the 15 ( 
Empire, which he govern'd as eaſily as a private Fa- rants 
milly. When he came late from Hunting, he never went Ml of p 
to Bed before he had diſpatch'd all Petitioners, arid I they 
roſe next Morning before the Day. It was ſurprizing I the 


to ſee him, at the Age of threeſcore Vears, riding a- Ml of t 
| _ his Guards, thro the thickeſt Snows, in a light IM alſo 
Dreſs, arm'd with his Bow and Quiver, without ever MW thoſ 
offering to make uſe of an empty Chaiſe that fol · ¶ in th 
low'd him. from 
All theſe Places are terraſs'd and cas d with Brick MW abo. 
on both Sides, in the Province of Pe tcheli but when is a 
you enter that of Chen eden Tien tching ones, the for 


1 
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Wall begins to be omy of Earth: Nevertheleſs on 
the Side of Cha bom heouw, in 409. 19. which: Place 


JE 


the Muſeovites come to, ſtraight from Selingisko,” it is 

t is Micas'd om the outer Side with Brick, and ſome of its 
in Towers are very large, and built of Brick om a Rafe 
le. Hof Stone, bur it does not always continus the ſamme. 
the The River Hoang Ho has Centry. Boxes along its Banks, 
Ge- wherein Soldiers Keep Guard continually, and: ſup- 
| in ¶plies the Place of a Wall, towards the Bounds which 
ave ¶ divide the Provinces of Cban i and Chen ſi. i: 4 
th. Beyond the River Hoang ho weſtward, in the Pro- 
this vince of Chen f, the Wall is only of Earth, low, nar- 
row, and fometimes of Gravel, for it lies in a gra- 
ong {Mvelly Soil, and in ſome Places is quite deſtroy'd; but 
ans in other Places the Paſhge is defended by ſeveral con- 
the ſiderable Towns, fuck are 22 ling lien, in 33“. 1 55 
to Ning bia, Lan tebiou, in 37%. 39. Kan tcheon, 39. 
was Bl Sor rad and Si ning; where General Officers reſide 
go with Bodies of Men. He who refides at Kan icheow 
40 is the Generaliſſimo, and is call'd T5 ton; the others 
the are only Lieutenant-Generals, called Tong pig. 
fed Ning bia is the beſt of theſe — it is finer, 
om richer, and better built than moſt of the Towns of the 
WI. Empire ; it is alſo pretty large, for if you take both 
han che Diviſions, as making bur one Town, ir is at leaſt 
the 1 Chineſo Lys round. The Induſtry of the Inkabi- 
Fa- tants has render'd the Country fruitful, for by means 
ent ¶ of proper Canals and Sluices, which they have made, 
and they can water their Lands, when they want it, from 
ing che River Hoang bo. There are Springs in the Ditehes 
r a- Hof the Town, from which they make Salt; here are 
oft i alſo Manufactures of Woollen Goods, and Carpets like 
ver thoſe of Tyrkey. The Mountains are ſo high and ſteep 


in the Diſtrict of Ning his, that Seven or Eight 
from the Town hey ſapply the Place of a Wall for 
ck about Ten Leagues. Sow tcheou is in 399. 49 40. it 
is a conſiderable Town, but not equal to: Ning, either 
tor Trade or Beauty; the! it commands the Soldiers 

at 


$ 
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at Kia yu koan, which is the Road to Hami, and in ſe-Whble v 
veral Diftrits of the Tartar Hallas. The Wall is 
only of Earth in theſe Parts, but kept in good Re: Iſtill e 


pair, on account of the Neighbourhood of the People ¶ the pi 


of Hami, who have been ſubject to the — 10 L 
but a few Years, The Walls of Kia yu koan are not 
of Brick, but well guarded with Soldiers, who defend thenc 
this important Paſſage. The Wall ends when you 
have . a little Town (called Tchouang lan) becauſe 
it 1s ſituated where two Ways meet, one of which is here 
in the Valley which goes by Lang tcheou to Kia yu the V 
koan, the other upon the Mountain which leads to Si into 
ning tcheou; but inſtead of a,Wall\there is a pretty many 
large Trench, Except in the Necks naar Si ning, which Witron; 
are walled as in the Province of Chen i. The Town 
of Si ning, which is 369. 59. is not large, but ſur-Wcannc 
paſſes Ning hia in Trade: All the Skins and Fur Cline 
which come from Weſt Tartary are fold in this Town, 
or in a neighbouring Vill called Topa. This D 
Place is of greater Worth poke a large Town, al- Tran 
though the Buildings are mean, and in a bad Situa- 
tion. Here may be had almoſt all Sorts of Foreign 


Saffron, Dates, Coffee, Sc. 
When P. Regis was here employ'd in making the 
Map of the Country, he found three or four Catholic 
Armenians, who kept Shop. in this Place, and ſold fine 
Skins which they fetch'd — Tartary. The Houſe 
and Shops are much dearer in this Village than in the befor 
Town of Si ning, which is diſtant about four Leagues, {Wituat 


It is remarkable, that this Village is independent of the ¶ goes 


Mandarin of Si ning; but belongs to a Lama Bonze, MV all 
who is always choſen out of the Family that owns this in lei 
Territory. This Family is the moſt conſiderable of ec. 
the Nation of Si fan, or Tou fan, of which I ſhall unde 
hereafter give a fuller Account. The Emperors of the MW el 
Pace of th Family, thinking the better to preſerve the of ir 

the N ation, in making the Place impregna- my 

ble | 
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ſe: ble where they kept their Court, had built a ſecond  _ } 


| is M'Wall as ſtrong and ſurprizing as the firſt : It remains 
de- till entire in Pe tcheli, 76 Lys from Peking, at one of ; 
ple the principal Gates, named Nan keo, and from thence 
ror io Leagues upon the Declivity of a high Mountain, 


by which the Road lies to Suen boa fou, and from 
hence to Tai long in the Province of Chan fi. This 
Wall, which is called the Great Inner-Wall, joins 
he other to the North of Peking, near Suen boa fou, 


1 is Mwhere there is a Garriſon; and is continued along 
the Weſt of the Province of Pe tebeli, and extends 
» Si (Minto the Province of Chan ſi, where it is ruinous in 
tty many Places. When we conſider the Number of 
ich{ftrong Holds and Forts built between theſe two 


alls, with the Works on the Eaſtern Side, we — 4 
annot help admiring the Care and Efforts of the 


hineſe, who ſeem to have left no Means untry'd, 
vn, ¶ that human Prudence could poſſibly ſuggeſt, for the 
'his Defence of the Kingdom, and for preſerving the publick 
al- Mranquillity. 4 | a” + 


ua- 
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Of the Nation called Si fan or Tou fan. 


the 

olic | ey" | 
fine OR the more readily comprehending what fol- 
aſes lows, it is neceſſary to recollect what I mention'd 


before, viz. That the little Town of Tchovang lan is 
ſituated at the Meeting of two Vallies z whereof one 
goes towards the North, quite to the Gate of the Great 


ze, Wall, which is called Kia yu koan, above 100 Leagues 
in length, in which there are three great Towns, Lan 

of {MW:cb:0u, Kan tcheou, and Sou tcheou, with ſeveral Forts, 
hall under their Juriſdiction : The other Valley extends 
the MW Weſtward above twenty Leagues to Si ning, and is full 
the of ſmall Caſtles, ſubject to that Town, and which 


make the Chineſe abſolute Maſters of all the plain 
D: i 
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Country; but they are not ſo of the Mountains; they I ect 
are inhabited by a People different from the Chine/e, Wl occi 


who are to the South, and from the Tartars, who are Lar 
to the North of this Country, oo 
"The Chineſe diſtinguiſh this Nation into two Sorts Biff the 


' of People; they calf one Sort the Black Si fan, H Lan 
| fan ; the other Hoang ſi fan, or the Yellow Si fan; Cha 
not from any Difference in their Complexion, for they Wl Bot! 
to 


are in general pretty ſwarthy, but becauſe one Sort 
five in Black, and the other in Fellow Tents, The 


Black Si fan have ſome few poor Houſes,” but are very 

uncivilized ; they are d by little Chiefs, who BW no! 
depend on a greater. Thoſe which P. Regis ſaw, were not 
drefs'd like the People of Hani; the Women wore The 


their Hair divided into FTreſſes hanging down upon 
their Shoulders, full of little braſs Speculs. 
The Yellow Si fan are ſubject to certain Families, 
the eldeſt of which is made a Lama, or Tartarian Bont, 
and wears a Yellow Habit. Theſe Lamas, always of 
the ſame Family, and who govern in their Diftrifs, 
have Power to decide all Cauſes, and to puniſh Cri- 
minals; they live in the ſame Diſtrict, but in dif 
ferent Places, and have no large Villages; they ge. 
nerally make little Hamlets of fix or ſeven Familie: 
of the fame Kindred, which are like little Camps, 
and are call'd Sias in by the Chineſe Geographers. 
The greateſt Part live in Tents ; many have Houſe 
built of Earth, or ſometimes of Brick; they do not 
want the Neceſaries of Life; they feed large Flock 
of Sheep; their Horſes are ſmall, but well ſhaped, | 
ſpirited, and ſtrong. The Lamas, who govern this Peo- 
ple, do not make them uneaſy, provided they rendet 
them certain Honours, and pay exactly the Dues of 
Fo, which are very trifling. The Armenians; who 
lived at Topa, ſeem'd very well pleaſed with the Lams 
Who was Governor of the Place, and who was then 
about four or five and twenty Years old: far from 
vexing his Subjects, he only took a flight Tribute 1 
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each Family in proportion to the Space of Land they 
occupied. | Ir is faid chat there is à Difference in the 


the Difference is only in the Dialects of the: fame 


Characters of Thibet, the Country of the Great Lame. 
Bock the one and the other Sort are but partly ſubject 
to the Chineſe Mandarins their Neighbours, before 
whom they ſometimes appear when * are cited $ 


no Regard to theſe Citations. It appears that Fat they dare 
not uſe them with Rigour, and fotce them to Obedience, 
The Mountains they inhabit, whoſe Tops are cover'd 


vich Snow in the midſt of July, ſcreen them from 


all Purſuit. As they have the Rhubarb at their Dif 
poſal, which grows very plentitully: in their Lands, 
chey are courted by the Chmeſe, who readily leave 


in the Condition: they require it. They have fome 
Cuſtoms and E very different from the Chi. 
no; for Inſtance, it is the Cuſtom among them 


few R . 
They have alſo fone Cuſtorns like: the Taridrs, 
Halkas, and — which. reſemble the Cuſtoms of 


Sonor. The preſent Government of the $7 fan or 
Tou fan is very different from what it was formerly ß 


they have at preſent no Towns, and are ſhut up be- 
tween the River Yalong and the River Zang ge king's 
In ancient Time their Kingdom was well peopled, 
equally fortified, and very powerful. 
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of the two Si fans, but as they underftand 
one another ſo as to trade together, it's probable that 


Language. Their Chiefs make uſe of the Books and 


to preſent a great white Handkerchief of Muſlin or 
Silk, when they go before any Perfons they pp "3 


five | 


but this ſeldom happens, — for the moſt part they pa 


them in Poſſeſſion of ſuch a frigheſul Country, pro- 
vided they can draw from them their Merchandiſe 


which are pretty ancient, by the Hiſtories of che Pro—- 
vinces of Chen f and Se tchuen, and by che Great 
RR | 
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five Dominion, and ſome Princes of very great Re. 
who have made th es formidable to 
and have give ſome Uneaſineſs e. 
ven to the Emperors of China. On the Eaſtern Side 
they not only poſſeſſed ſeveral Tracts of Lands, which 
at preſent make Part of the Provinces of Se tcbuen and 


Chen fi, but they had alſo carried their Conqueſts ſo 


far into China, as to become Maſters of ſeveral Towns 


which the Chineſe call Tche ou, of which they made 
four Governments. To the Weſtward they 
were Maſters of all the Country, from Yalong to the 


Limits of Cachimir. Such was the Extent of their 


1 


——A --: 57 0” [1 3514.40 
In the ſeventh Century, Ki t/on King of the To 
fan poſſeſſed this vaſt Tract of Land: He had even 
ſeveral little Tributary Kings, to whom he ſent Pa. 
tents and Golden Seals. He was deſirous to contract 
an Alliance with China, in the Time of the. Emperor 
Tai t/ong of the Dynaſty of Tong, one of the greateſt 
rinces that ever enjoy d this Monarchy. He ſent him 
a celebrated Embaſly. Tai i/ong was pleas'd with this 
Politeneſs, and the Embaſſadors were received and 
diſmiſſed with the greateſt Marks of Honour and Di- 


ſtinction. Mt; | Wo: 
Ai ſſon upon this Enco ſent a ſecond Em- 


baſſy, to demand a Princeſs of the Imperial Fami- 


ly for his Son Long t/ang. The Emperor's Council 
thought this a very bold Propoſition, and rejected it 
with Scorn, without deigning to take it into Conſi- 
derat ion. 5 lit: „ 9-3 
. Long iſang inheriting the Kingdom upon the Death 
of his Father, came at the Head of 200000 Men to 
demand the Princeſs, and having defeated ſeveral tri- 
butary Princes of China who oppoſed his . he 
penetrated to the Frontiers of the Province of Cbhenſi, 
where the Emperor then kept his Court. The Impe- 


rial Council depended on the Reſiſtance of theſe 


Princes, becauſe a numerous Army could paſs no ** 
_— 0 | 5 8 ay, 
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Way. After theſe firſt Actions of his victorious Army, . 
Long i/ang ſent one of his Officers with a proud and 


haugh ng rs to the Emperor; he ra that-the 


nes ſhould be immediately given him, with a certain 
Quantity, of Gold, Silver and Silks, which was due, 
as he ſaid, to a Spouſe of an Imperial Princeſs, Who 
came to receive her in Perſon with ſo much Pomp. 


and Magnificence. The Emperor being offended: at 


for it, he amuſed the Envoy with great Hopes, .by 


ready to march, he ſhamefully diſmiſs'd the Envoy, 


King his Maſter. 
The General [ Hecu hien t/] ſet out at ane 


he attack'd the Porn. of ¶ Long tſang], and gain'd 
Part, but that he found himſelf in a Condition to give 


Men: Therefore as he A to retire if the Prin- 
ceſs was ſent to him wit 


Dignity, the Emperor's Council was of en that 
he ſhould give his Conſent. 

The Princeſs was conducted in a pompous Man- 
ner, and after the Ceremonies of the Wedding Long 


of Service to the Empire on ſeveral Occaſions ; the 
hain. was, when the General Alena uſurp'd a Tri- 
utary Kingdom of China; Long i/ang aſſiſted the 
Emperar $ General with all his Forces, he fought him- 


ſelf in Perſon, and had a great Share in the Veen 
by killing the Rebel Aena. 


all his Neighbours : He ſtudied only how to —— 
3 3 


this Demand, ſent Orders l to aſſemble 
the Troops on the Frontiers; and to give them Time 


treating and giving him every Day new Entertain 
ments: But as ſoon as he heard that the Army was 


without giving him an Aue to the Letter of the 


Time, and immediately after he arrived at the Army, 
the Victory. The Loſs was not ſo great on the Princess 
his Enemy ſome Uneaſineſs after he had rallied: his 
an Equipage ſuitable to her 


Kiliſo, who ſucceeded Long tang, did nothing to 855 
ſturb the Peace which he had with the Empire and 
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Jang retir'd, and became a faithful Ally, He was even 


1 


. inn H n of 


| it by the Treaties which he made with the various Na. 
tions of Tartars, and eſpecially with the { Hoei he.] 

By theſe means he made his Kingdom as power, 
ful by his Allies as by his own Forces. He died with. 
out leaving any Poſterity. 

Son ſi, his next Heir and Succeſſor, was of a more 
warlike Diſpoſition ; he was called with his Tartar 
Allies, and ſome other Allies of the Empire, to the 
Succour of the Emperor Huen ſong, who was oblig'd 
to quit the Court of Tchang gan (which is the Town 
now call'd Si ngan) and 12 to the Rebels 
headed by the Genital Gan lo chan. * 
The Prince who was next Heir to the Empire, and 

who call d them to his Affiſtance, had promiſed them He. 
great Rewards if they conquer'd ; he kept his Word, 
and not contented with giving the Plunder of ſome 
Cities that had rebelPd, among others Layang, which 
Was rich, he alſo made them a Preſent of a 
Tun ity of Silks, and of the moſt valuable 

hings that are the Produce of China. 
But whether they were not ſatisfied with theſe Pre- 
ſents, or whether the Proof of their Power, which they 
juſt before tryed, made them prouder and more en- 
prin, or whether Policy engaged them to take 
Advantage of the Weakneſs of the Empire, which was 
worn out by too many Civil Wars, they no ſooner 
heard of the Emperor's Death, but they began their 
March with a formidable Army, and advanced wi 
incredible Expedition ; the Irruption was not 
ceived, till they arriv'd on the Frontiers of the 
pire. 
The Governors of 7 a chin kaen, of Lan tcheou, and 
of all the Country of Ho fi ou were ſurpriz'd, and for- 
ced to ſurrender ; and the News arrived at Court on- 
ly by ſome Fugitives. At firſt the Miniſter could 
hardly believe the Report, yet as it was prudent to 
take ſome Precautions; he orderꝰd the moſt skilful Ge- 
neral WR was then at Court, n 
FE: | 


. St N 15e. 
Head of 3000 Horſe to learn the Truth. The Che 
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General 2 iſey] was N arriy*'d at Hen hang 4 


Town near the Court, when he receiv'd Information 


that the Enemy's 5 eonliſting of 300,000 * | 


was expected there that Day; he immediately di 
patched a Courier to the Miniſter, praying him to 


ſend Succours, without which it was - impoſſible - for 


him to make Head ont the Tre For who were e 
A. fall upon the Town where the Emperor re- 


The Miniſter took no Notice of this Meſſage z.in 


the mean time, the Generals of the Enemy's Army; 


who knew the Country, were no ſooner arriy'd at 
Hien yang, but they detached a conſiderable Body of 


Troops to get Poſſeſſion of a Bridge which was up- 
on the River. „ ny. | 


rived there in good Order. 
e who till then had not been a 


ed with the Danger, was ſo 1 i a l. 


den News, that he abandoned Palace and fled; 


The Grandees of the Court, the Officers, and People. 


all followed his Example. 

So that the victorious Army enter'd the Palaces 
of the Emperors and Princes without Reliſtance, where 
they found immenſe Riches, which they plunder'd; 
after whieh they ſet them on Fire, and at the ſame 
Time fired. wl Parts of the. Town. 8 

Co 1/ey was retired with his 3000 Horſemen. to 
join the Troops, who in the firſt Surprize fled out of 


Tchang gan, and by the Means of this Union faw 


himſelf don at the Head of 40000 Men. 
In order to ſup 
he had 


2. to the following Strata - 


gem; He order d a Detachment of Horſe, command-" 


ed by one of his beſt Officers, to go and encamp up- 


on the neighbouring Hills, to range them in one 


Line, to make 2 terrible Noiſe of Drums, and every 
| 'D „ 7" Night 


* 


Policy what he wanted in 


Te Duet. Hier day? af Ct 


Night to make great Eites.in different Places withi 
View of the Enemy, 

This Artifice ſucceeded : The Tau fan were afraid 
of being ſurrounded and overpower'd by the united 
Forces of the whole Empire, commanded, as they 
well knew, by a General of great Skill and Bravery; 
therefore they turn'd to the . and cry bx the Bl Th 
Town Fong ſiang. their ( 
_- -Malin, who abe in this Diſtrict, came to were 
che Relief of the Place, and having forc'd a Body of Wot the 
the Enemies Army, and kill'd above a thouſand Men, BW was i 
he threw himſelf into the Town, As ſoon as he wa neſe it 
enter'd, he ſet open all the Gates, to let the Enemy BF Orde! 
| ſee he did not them. This extraordinary Con- City, 
duct aſtoniſh'd the Tou fan, and confirm'd their for- 
mer Suſpicions, and they no longer doubted but that 
there was ſome Ambuſcade to ſurprize them. On the 

other Hand, faid they, this Governor ſcems not to 
value his Life, it would coſt us too dear to make our 
ſelves Maſters of the Town,and as we are weaken'd al- 
ready by the Fatigues we have undergone,could we ſtand 
the Shock of an Army, perhaps more numerous than 
our own, and compoſed of freſh Troops? Upon this 

reſolved to retire, contented with the Booty they 

gained; and by their Retreat they gave the 
Chineſe Time to repair the Royal Town of Tchangan, 
to which the Emperor return'd ſome Months after he 
had fled from it in ſuch a ſhameful Manner. Soon 
after the Chineſe Troops were obliged to take the Field 
againſt a new Rebel | Pou cou], who had join'd In- 
tereſt with the Tartars, Hoei he. This Rebel was ta- 


ken off by a ſudden Death in very good time. he x 
The Chineſe had the Addreſs to diſunite theſe two 1 1 
Nations, by exciting a Quarrel among the Chiefs about IM to P 
the Command of the Army. Zo tolo, who commanded W mer 
the Hoei be, would have been” named General-of the Me 
whole Army. The Ton fan oppos d it, as a thing contrary Ml k 
2 | k AS 7 | t0 


CHins/Cnintsr-Tarraiby, &c. 
in to the Orders they had receiv'd from the King their 
Maſter, and diſhonourable to their Kingdom, Which 


id vas much ſuperior to the little State of theſe Tartars, 
ed The Chineſe General, who encamp'd in Sight, ſecretly 
ſupported the Pretenſions of 2⁰ * *. at en 


join d him- 
The Tou fan: wete attack'd. as they were | kaving 
their Camp. They loſt 10000 Men inthis Attack, and: 


to were very roughly handled in their Retreat. The: ng 


of Wot the Tou fan conſider'd how to repair his Loſs; be 
n, ¶ was informed 
as WR {+ in Diſcontent : Upon this he ſent» his Army with 


Orders to beſiege Ling tcheou. The Commander of this 


n- City, and of the Country of this Diſtrict, had but few 
2-H Troops ; he carefully ſhunn'd an Engagement with the 


ut WW Enemy upon fuch unequal Terms. The Method he 


he took, was * himſelf at the Head of 5000 Horſe, 
to and turning ſud 

ur only burnt them, but alſo carried off all the Booty 
al- they had got, and Part of their Bagage. This Lois. 
nd obliged the Tou fan to return in haſte to their 'own- 
an Country. They remain'd five Years without Action, 


his making Preparations for a new War. At the end of 


ey this Time they ſend a formidable Army into the. 


the Field, which dividing, fell almoſt at the ſame Time 
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that the Hoei be were retired from the Ci. 


denly upon their Magazines, he not 


n, upon "the Country of Xing tebeou and Ping tcheou.. © | 


he Theſe Troops eaſily defeated ſeveral Bodies of Impe- 
on WW rial Forces. The Valiant Ma lin, who before had 
eld driven them from Fong thang, was beaten like the 


In- other General Officers: 9, at length the General Co 


ta · % entirely routed them, by an Ambuſcade which 
he placed in their Paſſage, and put them to Flight. 


o This Defeat made the King of Toy fan inclinable 


2ut WM to Peace. He ſent an Embaſſy to China, rather nu. 


led merous than magnificent, The Embaſſador had 500 
the Men in his Retinue. The Emperor, to mortify him, 
uy WW kept a long time at Court without an Audience or 
to 2 The King of the Ton i was ſo ſhock d 


Ws 


5 


779. | 
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tion, thought he was not obliged to wait for the Empe- 


Ve GENERAL HIsTOoRT T 


at this difigreeabie Rexeption, that he was preparing 
n ie Emperor happened 


to die. 


His Son 2 ig who ſucceeded him, made it his 
A Thane — on the Manner of 
the Ambaſſador. and his Train. He refolv'd on a Con- 
rigs to that of his Predeceſſor: He 

— goo cipal Perſons of the Embaſly, and 
gave them and nd all al cher Followers rich Habits in pro- 
portion to their Rank; he loaded them with Preſents, WW; 
and ſent them away under the Conduct of one of hi 
Ss named Ouei ling. This Officer had Orden. 
the little Regard that had been paid to hi 
A: baftadors, by laying the Blame on their ill Con- 
duct, and their too numerous Attendance. 

Ouci ling, contrary to his Expectation, was not only 
received with Honour, but alſo with a Magnificence 


which ſurprized the Emperor, and gave a favourable 


Opinion of this Court. His Expences were defrayed, 
and he was diſmiſſed with an Ambaſſador loaded with 
rich Preſents to the Emperor from the King his Ma- 
Ker, with a Promiſe he would do nothing for 


the future that ſhould break the good Intelligence he 


deſired to keep with the Empire; ſo that the Court, 
9 the Sincerity of this Reconciliation, was 
too eaſily rſuaded that there was nothing, moue 
ſoar from the You f an. 

10 en Tlur de King tied, Teng po his 
Succeſſor was no ſooner on the Throne, but he or- 


dered his Army to take the Field, and to enter Chen fi, 


arrivd before Advice could be given of their 
March to the Chineſe, and defeated all the 
Troops they met, till they came to the FEES 


The Court was alarm'd at their Progreſs, but the 
General Li tching ſeeing the Conſ; of this Irrup- 


Lien . now talled ¶ Kien yang}. 


ror's Orders; but marching * with all his 


Cura, CRINESE-TART AAV, Oc. 

and thoſe of the Province which he had aſſembled, he 
came up with the Enemy, juſt as they were 
ſiege the Town, and gain d ſuch à co Victory, 
that he forced them to ſue for Peace. They promiſed to 
ſwear to the Conditions, as ſoon as the 
ſend one of the Grandees with full Power to conclude 
Affairs in an amicable Way, and who ſhould in his 
Name confirm the Treaty with an Oath. This was 


diſcovered. 
= Some of their Officers, who defixed the Conglinuns 
tion of the War, endeavour'd to ſurprize the Empe- 
ror's Envoy, and carry him to their Camp; the Ge- 


er, and the Emperor's Envoy thought that he had 
ucceeded very in his Wen with the Chiefs 
of the Army, by 88 to return home with- 
out doing any Damage to the Subjects of the 
This firſt Expedition not ſucceeding as the 
of the Tow fan expected, he made Preparations ' for 
ſecond. He levied an Army ſtrong enough to 

poſe the united Forces of the Chineſe and the ta 
be] Tartars, who had lately made an Alliance with 


Forts which la in 1 — Rout, and having poſſeſs' d 
themſelves of Gan ſi, they advanced to Po ling, South 
of Ning bia. At this Place they were ſurprized and 
beaten by the | Hoei he] Tartars. Yet far from re- 
tiring, hey continued obs Rout towards the Court 
with incredible Boldneſs and rages But foon af. 
ter, when they leaſt expected it, the General Ouei cas 
fell upon them, cut to pieces thoſe Bodies which were 
drawn up in order of Battle, carried away fifty of cheir 
Camps, and purſued them to the Frontiers. 


King of Jun nan, to engage him to come to his Aſſi- 


ſhould 


put in Execution: Put Their naa 


2 l indeed] Benied that he was concern'd in the Mat- 


the Emperor. 'They carried at firſt ſome confiderable © 


Ar the fame Time he diſpatch'd an Officer to he 


going to be | 


_— with all his Forces; but this Prince excufed l 
imſelf, being afraid of irritating ſuch 4 powerſul 
Enemy. | AY | 
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poſſible Means to retake it; and accordingly rais'd an 


De Ern 11187 5 7 of © 
A8 Bi Victory Ouei las propoſed to the Empe. fende 
ror a Method to prevent the Incurſions of the 7 the © 


fen, which was, 10 build ſeveral Cities and Fortreſſe I he © 


on the Weſtern Frontiers. The Court follow'd his ing! 
Scheme, and an Order was made to build four in the * 
Diſtrict of Ning yang fou, of the Province Chenſi, VIZ, 
Ti ang ka, Ho tao, Mou pou, and Ma ling, 
This Precaution prow'd uſeleſs: The Building of Ml: my 
theſe Towns was but juſt finiſhed, when the Tou far 
return'd as uſual, and 4 length took the Town of Lin 25 
tcheou, which they had ſeveral times beſore attempted WM ©, 
in vain, The General Ouei cao gave them no Time to h 
repair their Breaches : He appeard with his Army ; as WF: E © 
ſoon as he cane in Sight, the Tou fan abandon'd the ., 
Town, and took the Way to Ouei tebrou, one of their wa 
ſtrongeſt Places, in the Province of Se tchuen. Ouei ca 
purſued them, and ſeeing they ſtill fled from him, he 
reſolved to beſiege the Town of Ouci tcheou. 
The King of th the Tou fan was frighted at this News; full 
he ſent immediately Lun mang, his Prime Miniſter, , 
with a conſiderable Reinforcement, Ouei cao hearing 67S 
this News, came out of his Lines, march*d to meet his J 
theſe Succours, and defeated the Army of the Prime - . 
Miniſter, and took him Priſoner. Immediately after, 
this Expedition, the Gates of the Town were opened 
to him. He reſolved to make this a Place of Arms, * 
and proceeded to beſiege the Fortreſs of Koen mi 
tching ; but he miſcarried here, through the Bravery ( 
of the Governor, who made an invincible Reſiſtance. M-” © 
The City of Ouei tcheou was one of the Royal Cities, 
and the Kings of Tou fan, ſince Kiliſo, A Part of 
the Year in that Place. So that the fun hin g that King | 
Z tat did, who ſucceeded his Brother, ws to uſe all... 


Army of 150000 Men, and ſent them to beſiege it. WW _- 
At the firſt Rumour of the March of this Army, 

the Chineſe General threw himſelf into the Town, He 
ſuſtain'd-the Siege for five and twenty Days, po 


fended himſelſ with-a- great deal of C 
the continual Afautts:-of the Enemy; but at len 
the Succours which he expected not arriving, and ſees 

ing himſelf reduc'd to the laſt: Wor he was 
forc'd to ſurrender.. 

The Tou fan ſwell'd wh their victory „Ars 
towards Tchi — tou fou, the Capital of the fame Pro- 
vince Se tchuen. The Chineſe — who, with the 
few Troops he had, could not oppoſe their March, 
ſpread a Report that he was going to make him- 
elf Maſter of the Defiles of the Mountains through 
which they had paſs'd, and to colour his Pretence, 
he order'd his Army to move towards the Place, as _ 
if it had been really his Deſign. They were ſo con- 
vinced of it, that through Fear of having their Re- 
treat cut off, they were ſatisfied with having executed 
the principal Order of their Prince, and made their 
Retreat to Ouei tcheou. 
tai was a Prince naturally mild, peaceable, and 

full of Tenderneſs for his People, As he never had en- 
gag d in a War, but to recover a Place which had 
deen taken by Force from his Predeceſſor, from which 
his Troops were return'd, he acquainted the Generals 
of the Frontiers of the Empire, char ho deſir'd nothing 
but a Peace; and to ſhew that his Intentions were ſins. 
cere, he iſſued an Order which enjoin d all his Off- 
cers to keep on the Defenſive only. 
The Chineſe on their Part behav'd with Gand 


— dn ſeveral Occaſions. Si ta meou, Tou fan of the Na- 
ies, tion, and Governor of Ouei tcheou, offer*d: to deliver 
of WP his Place to Ly ſi eu, Commander of the Chineſe 


roops upon the Frontiers of the Empire. Almoſt 
all the Officers were of Opinion that his Offers were 
to be — but one of the principal amongſt 
r whoſe Name was Ni ou ſan, very ſtrongly D 
PC it. 

A great Empire like ours, ſaid he, ought toeſteem 
c den of F * more chan the n " 


CHINA, W Sc. 3 
againſt 1 


"Cit wg He INE ua Harn ha v, „S. 


This Prince gave himfelf up en entirely to his Plea- 


ſures. He lid in Peace with his Neighbours, but his 


which he committed, render d him ſo odious to his 


bers, to ſhelter themſelves from his continual Cruei- 
He was the firft Cauſe of this Kingdom's Ruin. 


MPC 


of the Miniſters, prevaid upon by the Queen Dowa- 
ger, caus'd the Son of Paive to be forthwith» pro- 


the Grandees of the Kingdom. 

At the firſt Report of the Choice which bey had 
made, Nie tou na firſt Miniſter of State run to the 
Palace and oppos'd it. [5 the Royal Family then ar- 
int ? cried he, and is it not a Crime to . a King 
Hſetbere? His Zeal coſt him his Life; for 72 di- 
ſpatch'd' him as he return d home. 

This Proceeding of the Court incensd every y Bodys 
but they were ſtill more enrag d when they Bunde 
this new King was but a Child of three Years: old, 
whoſe Title would be of no uſe but to authoriſe all 
the Deſigns of the Favourite. But che Queen's Party 
was ſo powerful at Court, that they were conſtrain'd 
to comply, and acknowledge this young Prince wir 
che uſual Ceremonies. 

When this News came to the Army, which was 
then near the Frontiers, the chief General Lu kong g 
refas'd'to receive the Orders ſent him by the Court, and 
of- Neven entertained Thoughts of making himſelf King. 
He was of an immederate Ambition, haughty, and 
s of ful! of his own Merit, very paſſionate, and often times 
ub-Wcruel ; but in other reſpets | he was courageous, skil- 
the ful, and was capable of the greateſt Undertakings. He 
ny took hold of this ity of riſing to the Throne. 
.- Wy He forthwith ſpread 

to revenge the Royal Family, by deſtroying the U- 
nis ſurpers 


Np 
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The Diſorder increagd very much after his Deałi? 
having leſt neo Children, nor nam d a Succeſſor, one 


„ 


paſſions; together with the Violences and Barbarities N 
Subjects, that they left their Country in great Num- 


ckim'd King, who was her Favourite, and one of 


à Report that he was preparing! 
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which he increag'd/ his Army, and march'd _—_ that 


the Army of Lu kong ge, much ſtronger than his own; 
but in the Surprize in which he found this General, it 


have a King of the Royal Blood; and if there were 


auen of the Crown; he rais'd new Troops, with 2 


to that of the new King; he routed it entirely, 
and pillag d Ouei- tcbeou, and by joining with a greu bin 
Number of Officers and Malecontents, who were come Begi 


to meet him with their Troops, he found himſelf at 


the Head of 100000 fighting Men. What remain'd 2 
now, was to draw over the Governors of the Province 
3 his Intereſt, which he imagin'd he could cally 

ect. 8 
Cbam pi pi was one of the chiefeſt, and was much 
eſteem'd among the Soldiers. Since he was made Go: 
vernor of Tchen tcheou by King Y tai, he applied him: 
felf in ſuch a manner to iſe line his Troops, by ma- 
king them often exerciſe, — teaching them ſeveral 
Stratagems of War, that they were reckon'd the bel 
T roops of the State. 

Lu kong ge had a mind to ſound him ſtraightway, 
and having writ to him a deceitful Letter, march'd 
towards his City. Cham pi pi diſcover d the Deſign of 
the General, and reſolv'd to croſs him. To. deceive 
him in his Turn, he ſent him ſo humble an Anſwer, 
that Lu kong ge did not doubt but that he had gain'd 
him to his Intereſt. Immediately after the Departure 
of the Courier, Cham pi pi march'd- with all his 
Troops, and made fo much haſte that he arriv'd al- 
molt as ſoon as his Letter. He atttack*d- without Delay 


was no hard matter to defeat it. Lu kong ge having 
rallied the Remainder of his Troops, retir'd in the 
utmoſt Rage at this Diſappointment : he well ſaw that 
Gham pi pi would be a great Obſtacle to his ambi- 
tious Views, ſo much the more becauſe he had de- 
clar'd in his Government, that it was neceſſary to 


none ſurviving of the Blood, it was better to ſub- 
mit to the Emperor of China, than to ſavour the 
Ambition of a rebellious Subject. L 


5 
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Lu kong. ge having recruited his Army, thought, ” 1 
uy that to get himſelf a Name, and gain the Ath ion and 849. 
of his Nation, it was neceſſary; to enter 7 
ca BY Cbineſe Borders, and plunder them, He in de 7 
me Beginning ſome Succeſs, but was quickly — 4 | 4 
udy che Chineſe Generals, who aflerwards took frm 
e Tou fan che City Nen then and many Fortreſſes I 
od th hey ſes did not . fright, Lu kong. ge, Wo imagin'd 2 


he was once Maſter of the Kingdom, it would 
* eaſy Matter to repair them, wherefore he pent 
all his Thoughts on reducing Cham. pi pi. Hei had 


0 Hincreas'd his Army with: new. Recruits; and with - 
um the Tartars, old Confederates of the Jau fan, to 
| whom he had promiſed, the Plunder of the Frontiers 
e 


0 China, he began his March, 0 arriv'd near. e 
cheou with a formidable Army. Earn 4 ty 
Cbam pi pi, without taking 00 great A; Number of 
Men out of his City, encamp'd at a certain Distance 
near the River, and was. fortified in his Camp at 
the firſt N EWS of the Enemy”; 8 Approach. Lu kong 
ge attack d him in it; and foro d him to abandon. i 7 
The Party which he took was to paſs the $19 nk = 
own the Bridge; and to follow the Enemy _ 


_—_ 


their Marches on the other Side of the 1 op 
ough he ſaw the Havock that, Lu kong ge made on 


al. purpoſe to draw him to a general Action, he did noet 
clay ufer his Soldiers to paſs the e ſo much as ' + _ 
wn ; Wo skirmiſh. 9 Or : I 
I, it The natural Brutality of 7 ge, 1 bad 

ving Temper, increag'd by the. little Succeſs of his Underta- 

the kings, render'd him ſo infupportable to his Soldiers, 

that at they deſerted him in 1 Wl Cham pi pi 

mbi- received them kindly, and Rd them into new | | 
de · ¶ Companies. 1 
y 088 The Tartars on their Side, who "ala no > longer _ 
were bear ſuch an intolerable Yoke; and who began ro | 
ſub · ¶ diſoover the ambitious Deſigns of the General, [ef : 

r thefWhim. At laſt the Deſertion, which continued more 


Vor. I, 6 E and wo. 


* 
5 


951. 


n terrify'd Lu 


5 City, where he quietly paſs d the reſt of * hi 


which neither the Wiſdom or Valour of Cbum il 
Pi, nor of his Succeffor, POULd over" gui! and which 


De eint 1 Hidtbar Wo, 
kong ge. De. 
ſpairi ; of all he thought the beſt” — 
could do, was to ſurrender himſelf to the Empeto 
bias on certain Terms; boy Soma fro le 
the Coutt, and treated with his Imper 
Although he eould not obtain 25 * 
d contented, and retired to Co tcheon, a Chi 


un che ambitions Lu der de mie Him 
Miſter of almoſt all the Forces of the State, the 
Princes of the Royal Blood retir'd into different Pari 
of the Kingdom, where they had little Patrimonie, 
Some, who had ſought a Shelter in ſome of the For 
which belong'd to them towards Se ſcbuen, refolv' 
rather to ſubmit themſelves to the Emperor of Ch 
na, than an Uſurper : Others fortify*d themſelves i 
Mountains which 'd to them. There wen 
forme, and thoſe the moſt conſiderable, who remain 
in their own Patrimonies, in the Neighbourhood « 
the Government of Cham pi pi. This was what cre 
ated in the State an infinite Number of Trouble, 


was at laſt the Ruin ef this Monarchy.” 

When the Tor fan, divided into Jifferctit Partic 
wete weary of Fighting, many Officers and Soldien 
join d themſelves to Pan lo tchi, Prince af Lou cui, 
who was within the Juriſdiction of eben tebeou adi 
whom the Children of Cham pi pi had preſerv'd fol . 
their Nation. When they faw a Chief of the Royiſi met 
Blood, they quickly form'd a Body, and to retrieve Da? 
their Country's Honour by ſome glotious Exploit 
they reſolv d to attack the King of His. 

This new King was a Tartar, and originally of 
Tou pa, which is ſtill in the Poſſeſſion of the Tou fan, 
He ſettled a State, in ſpite of the Chineſe, near the 


River Hoang ho, whoſe Capital was His icbeou, ani ties, 


"wt 


— now called —— 4 e of 


4 


the new State. Whereſore ſeeing ne gf ed 

under one of their Princes, they. meditated Messe, 

on them for their Ingratitude. 
The King of Hia, who was che Founder 25 

little State, 2 7 He had 

the War with the Empire, which the Imperial uy 

of the Song then govern'd. He ſuddenly — w 

a numerous Army into the Weſtern Pan of Chen fb 

which ſurrounded the little Dominions that the For 

fan were ſtill in Paſſeſſion of. | 

Pan lo chi offer d the Commander. of the Ching to 

unite their Forces, to pull down this growing 4 

if the Emperor would honour him wich a 

which would give him more Power in his own Ne 


The King of Zia, who knew nothing, of theſe pri- 


the-City of Si Jeang, and having made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of it, he order d the Governor to be put to Death. 


Pan lo tabeou was ooming to unite both their Armies to 


aſſiſt his Pro 
— is March wah; 60000! Horſs- 


Pan lo tcheott 
men, and having reach'd the King of Hia in a few 


he entirely routed his great Army. But this Prince 
was wounded, and afterwards dy d of his Wounds.” 


covering the ancient Monarchy of his Predeceſſors. 
His ſmall Dominions contain d but ſeven or eight Ci- 


ties, and ſome — Countries. . 


Cu , UAE TATA c. 


tion. The Emperor accepted this Propoſition, and 
ſent e! of Chief: Gouernor of the Tau fan-. 


vate Contracts, having made ſome Bagel beſieg d 


Days, he — him with ſo much Valour, that 


Soffolo, his Succeſſor, — high Hopes of re- 


81 


810% 


1163. 


He thought to puſh his Conqueſts farther, ſuppoing 9 


— 
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Troops, who were well diſciplin'd ; and he was in 
hopes that the reſt of the Toy fan would come to join 


him, and ſeek his Protection, when they ſaw he was pow. A 
_ erful enough to defend them. He kept his Court «ihe r 
Jong ko tching, where he kept as many Officers, andſWhim 
with the fame Names, as his Predeceſſors had done He 


He rais'd new Troops every where, as far as hi 


Power extended, and made them oftentimes enter 
| upon the Confines of the Empire, but was alway | 
4 beaten back. At laſt he made Peace with the Im vern 
= perial Court. | 0 Wiest him 
= - They were ſtill diſturb'd with the Enteſprizes of t Hat tl 
= King of Hia. This Prince's Power increas'd ever vour 
= Day; his Pride was got to ſuch an Exceſs, that he 'E 
VM had took upon him the Title of Emperor of Hi his) 
i The Emperor was glad to have Prince Soſſolo to op and 
"4 - poſe him, and to engage him more ſtrongly in his Intime 
; tereſt, he made him Chief- Governor of Pao chunWtain' 
= which ſtood very convenient for him. -- - MWPrec 
14 During theſe Tranſactions Sofſolo died, and quickly Citie 
1 after his Death, the Diviſion which he created among 1 
g his Children, haſten'd the entire Ruin of the State o than 
2 the Tou fan. This Prince had had two Children bi of EF 
. his firſt Wife, one nam' d Hia toben, and the other: the! 
ö Mot chen tou. He had afterwards the Prince 70 and 
4 tchen, by a ſecond Wife. 5 I the 
1 She was ſo much in Favour, that, to render he for t 
| Son more powerful, ſhe perſuaded her Husband mW Em! 
= impriſon the Children which he had had by his fri 7cbin 
=. Wife, and oblige their Mother to turn Bonze/e. Bu nera 
5 they found ways to make their Eſcape, and to fre in C 
; their Mother out of the Monaſtery in which they had A 
8 ſhut her up. Then the People, who had aſſiſted the who 
| Princes in gaining their Liberty, declared for them. but. 
| Sofpoto, who repented what he had done, approv'djﬀW Son 
| of this Change. He permitted that Me tchen iſai nate 
i ſhould live at Tongco tchin, which he aſſign'd him for that 


ä ADE PH 


—_ — 
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;cheou. He likewiſe aſſign 
Hia tchen, for the Place of his Abode. 


e moſt capable of upholding his F amily, he gave 


andWhim his Authority, and the reſt of his Dominions. 


lone He kept his Court at Li t/ing tchin, where he was 
 hifequally belov'd by his Subjects, and feard by his 
ente N eighbours ; ſo that all the Tou fan which dwelt enn 
wan North of Hoang bo, were entirely under his Go- 
Im vernment. Moreover the Emperor of China 

him the Government of all the Country of 2 
fte hat the Deſire of Sofſolo, who gave it up in his Fa- | 
ver vour. 
t e This great Authority with which he had 1 
Hia his youngeſt Son, gave Suſpicion to the two Elder, 
op and their Kindred, who were afraid of being ſome 
s In time or other oppreſs d. Nevertheleſs they main- 
aun tain'd their Power by their Right of Birth; and by the 
Precautions they took, * undifturb'd in their own 
ck Cities. 
nefl Mou 'iching, the Son of Hia chen, more diſturb'd 


e chan his Father at what he had to cho from the Power 


1 by of Prince Tou chen, reſolv'd to ſurrender himſelf. to 
then the Emperor, and deliver up to him Kan bu ho tcheou, 
70 and all the Places which he had in his Poſſeſſion. . As 
I che City Ho tcbeou was a Place of great Importance 
her for the Security of the Frontiers of the Empire, RE 
Emperor very willingly accepted the Propoſal of Mou 
fir chin, and granted him, and all his Poſterity in ge- 
Bu neral, every thing that was neceſſary for their living | 


in Credit i in the Empire. 


the who was very well belov'd in his little Dominions, 

1. but who ſurviv'd his Father but a few. Years. | His 

»v'd Son His tchen ſucceeded him; this Prince was paſſio, 
z pate, fierce, and cruel: He fo incens'd his 

for that 158 nn 2 and ſubſinge, in . 
his 3 


As for hi third Son, Ton chen, Who 2 Bog bt 2 


Me cthent u had for his Heir his Son Kiso Egge 


| 2 53 I 
his Maintenance, for he had mor d his Court to Trben 


granted g 


” * 
* 
4 . 


didiſcover d; Sounan, and almoſt all his ane 
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fiis Place his Uncle Sounan. The Conſpiracy was 


were put to Deati. 
Ore of the chief Officers, 0 7 rhenloki, found 


means to eſcape, and carry*d with him 7. choſa, ha 


was of the Family of the Prince. He ſeiz d upon 


the City Xi ton tebing; and causd him to be pro- 
Aaiufd Prince of that little State. Hia tcheng ha. 


ſten'd here immediately with all his Forces, took the 
ace, and caus d Tebiſa to be put to Death. Tien, 
ati, in the midſt of all theſe Troubles, a ſecond timo 
found means to make his Eſeape to Ho tcheov. 
The General, Van ichao, had been made Governor 
of this Place by the Emperor of China. Tſieniat 
7 him tht the Co ueſt of the Country of 
Vi tang was very eaſy, that there was nothing 
hindered | but that + Hi might make hitnſelf Maſter of 


it. Van tchao believd him, and immediately attack d 


the little City Mo tebuuen, which he eaſily took. It 
was now that Prince Hia lebeng, ſeeing himſelf hated 
by his People, and vigorouſly attack*d by the Chi- 
eſe, reſolvid to ſubmit to the Emperor on advanta- 
us Terms; he came himſelf to meet Yan tchan, 
Fed all the Places which he had in Pyoſſeſſion, and 
obtain'd his Demands. The Etuperor -ratify'd the 
Treaty, and gave the Government of this Juriſdiction 
to Hou tfong bod. 
The fame thing happened to Lone fu, one of the 
Sons of Mou iching, whom one of the Chiefs of tht 
Ton fan had brought into the City Hi pu buen. 
Aﬀer ſeveral Engagements with Vun rchao, in 
which this Prince diftiaguiſh'd himſelf by a ſurpri. 
fing Valour, fornetimes Conqueror, and ſometimes 
Conquered, he ſurrendred upon an advantageous Treaty, 
whic the Emperor confirm'd ; and by it all his Do- 
were reunited to the Empire. 
The 1 Sofſolo flouriſh'd 3 
much longer time. It was not . 


Prin; 
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Cami, Cura ES 9 ARY, 4 
till the Mongoux, wha took the Name f 
Yuen and Juen tabao after the Co 1 
In the midit of theſe Troubles which ariſe in the 
welfth Century, between the rs of China of 
be Dynaſty of the Song, and the Kings of the Ea: 
ſtern Tartars, Nut tche, who took the Name of K 
he Family of Tow chen join d in Confederacy with 
the Kings of Hia, 3 this Protection made a 
ift to govern its Dominions: But at laſt it was in- 
voly'd in the common Ruin by the Victories of the 
Founder of the Juen, to whom our European Books 
97 — Name Ging bis can, and the Ca, Tehin 
kt ſe ban, 

The Year 1227, according to the Chineſe Hiſtory, 
is the Era of the entire Ruin of the Toy fan; ſince 
which Time they have remained in their ancient 


happy to live there in Peace. 


moſt always overturns the moſt flouriſhing Monar- 
chies. The Tas fan were always reſpected. by their 


goyerning 


chang d amongſt the Toy fan, yet they have 2 255 
held to the — Religion. The Idolatry of Fu- w. 
the Religion of their Kings and Princes, as it is 


thority in their Courts; they even choſe them to be 


Miniſters of State, and on ſome, Occaſions to command - 


mn 

1 8 the Armies. 
16s Superſtition has increas d amongſt the Tou fan 
dance their Decay. Under the Emperors 2 en, the 

o- BY Lamas became 1 


Kindred amongſt theſe Bonzes. It is likely this in- 


Tuen, 


Country, without a Name, without | and 0 | 


So true it is, that the Dioikog of 3 al | 


Neighbours, whilſt they had Kings capable of well ; 
Although the Form of Gorenmment has been 


of the Chiefs of the Nation. The Bonzes Fed 
and ſometimes the Bonzes Ho chans, had much Au- 


powerful, that the Families of the | 
Tartars accounted it an Honour to have ſome of their 


e among * theo Gian: by oy. 
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ems the Cuſtom of giving to one Lama of the Fa 

y the Power of Governing and Puniſhing. 
ha was chiefly the Cauſe of their extreme Ad. 
herence to Fo, They are not inclin'd to Liberality, 
unleſs it is for the Honour of this Idol, whom. they 
enrich with their Offerings ; for they have Gold in 
ſome of their Rivers, which they know how to work, 
eſpecially to make of it Veſſels and Jirle Statues, 
The Uſe of Gold is very ancient amongſt them, 
fince the Chineſe Books mention, that under an Em- 
r of the Dynaſty of Kan, an Officer having been 
Hoe the Tou fan, to complain of the Ravage com. 
mitted by ſome of their Chiefs united in an armed 
Body, they endeavoured to pacify him by offering 
him a Set of Plates of this Metal. This Officer 
refus'd it, telling the Tou fan, That Rice in Diſhes of 
Gold did not reliſh with him, 


Il ̃ beir Country is very hilly : It is between the Ri 
vers Hoang ho on the North, Za long on the Welt, 
and Yang iſe kiang on the Eaſt: "Nevertheleſs be- 
tween theſe Mountains there are ſome fine Plains, 
which are like thoſe of Se tchuen and Jun nau. They 
are principally on the Banks of the great and fine Ri- 
ver 2a long. But there is hereabouts neither City or 
Fortreſs; though there muſt be ſome Remains of 
Cities, fince it is certain that there have been ſome 
formerly, The Source of Za long is between 34 and 
35 Degrees of Latitude, and in 19 Degrees Longs 
227 it is broad, and deep. 
The Springs of che great River Yang iſe kiang, 
which runs through all China, are in the- Country of 
the Tou fan. The moſt celebrated, which the moſt 
ancient Books of China mention, is calbd by the Chi- 
neſe, He choui, under the 33d Degree of Latitude, 
and the 15th of Longitude: But by the Tou fan it is 
nam'd Tchounac, and comes from a Ridge of Moun- 
tains which they call Tchourcoula. I have thought 
fir wle notice om in particular, Cin 
Chineſe 


CuIN A, nN Es ETANTAA V, Go. $7 : 
Chineſe Books of Geography ſpeak: very Kally con- | 
cerning the great River Yang iſe kiang. (Theſe! Wri-, 


ters have taken their Accounts from che common Peo.; © 
ple, — et 3 


with Then OED 5 eee 4d 


Of the Tar TARS of Coconer _ * 


BEYOND Sining, whos: the Gates of the 
Great Wall, are the Territories of the Tartars of 
Coconor. They are ly Eluth by Nation; but 
ſince the Extinction of the Royal Family, nam d 
Yuen tchag. They dwell. to the Weſt of China, av 
long the Province Se tchuen, between this Province 
and Thibet ; and took their Name from a great 
Lake, which the Chineſe call Si hai, that is, the 
Weſtern Sea, and which they call in their own. Lan | 
guage, Coconel, or Coconor. 
The Country is pretty large: It is more than Se- +8 
ven Degrees from North. to South, and is ſeparated = 
from China by ſuch high and ſteep Moun that 
they ſerve almoſt every where inſtead of a Wall. Ne- 
nes Ave ar there are ſome ſmall Flats towards the EY 
Straits of the Mountains, eſpecially in the Places 
which are frequented by the Coconor, and by other 
Strangers; as, for — Tſong fang ouei, in which 
there are kept ſome Battalions under the Conduct of 
a Jong ping, who has other Troops in different Poſts, 
— be dipoles of according as there is Oc 


The prinripal Commadiy of Thong fang ouei, is 
a fort of Stuff made of Wool, call'd Pou 4-4 | 
not unlike our Frize, but mack narrower. It 
the Work of the e of Coconor, and of 


the 
Sifan, who haye the Art of Dying it, and who ſell 
it 
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make long Dreſſes of this Stuff, and at © Poting they 
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uſe it to cover Saddles. 
The Country of theſe Tartors which borders the 
Province of Se tchuen, is not contiguous to the King. 
dom of Pegou and Ava, which the Chineſe call 
Mien and Za oua, although it is to the South of it, 
becauſe between them there are dreadful and in- 
acceſſible Mountains, inhabited by Nations — | 
known, and who, by the Report of the Chineſe of 
Yun nan, who are their Neighbours, are very lavage, 


without any Government or 


Th which i is moſt Northern, and which borden 
upon the Tartars of Coconor, is calbd Nou ; and the 
moft Southern, beyond the Kingdom of Ava, in 25 


Degrees, 33 Minutes, is nnen n 
mits of Nun tchang 


The Entrances theſe Mountains, which make a 


Part of the Weſtern Limits, have no. other 
Fortifications than thoſe of Se tebuen: But conſider- 
ing the Country, they are ſufficient for the Security 
of the State, and the Commerce which they carry on 
with Ava by Ten ye tcheou, a tolerable City, on which 


depend the Gerd of th neareſt and mn frequented 


here is leſs Neceffity for fortifying the be- 
tween the Mountains, on the South of Yn nau and 
of Ching, along the Confines of the Kingdoms of 
1 feng : For beſides that the Air of this 
is very deſtruẽtive to Strangers, it happens 

that the greateft Part of the Year all l the Country 
hereabouts is uncultivated, wild, full of Rivers ah 
very dangerous Torrents; this is the Cauſe that che 
Chmeſe traffick ſo little, either with the Kingdom of 
=o 8 they call Lao chou, or Lao fe, ood with 

Ong. 

Neverthileſs P. Regis met at Tis mas fob ſome 
who had been to caffick upon the Borders _— 
ng: 


CHiN , Cninzs TAT AR, Sc. on - | 
Kingdoms, from whoſe Memoirs and Journal he in- 
ford himſelf of fome things . 
thern Parts of Jun nan, —— their Da 
Journeys to certain Diſtances, meaſur d between 
Places thro? which they had paſsd in W the 
Map of the neighbouring Cities. 

The Chineſe Nation has extended its Power” 0 : 
theſe Tracts of inacceſſible Mountains, which in ſo 
great a Length are not broke but by great Rivers, 

and ſeem to have been made to ſerve as natural Bounds 
to a large Kingdom, 

The Complaints and Efforts: of ſome ſmall Na- 
tions were little vho remain'd ſhut up in 
this Encloſure; as we have obſerw'd of the 8; fan, 
who have been enclos'd by the great Wall of Si ing 
and Kia yu hvan. Nevertheleſs the Chineſe have nov 
behav'd equally towards theſe different A”. 
ve are going to deſcribe. * 


* 
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T HE Nation e 
was govern'd by different Sovereigns; the Chineſe, 
after having erected here ſome Forts and Cities in che 
little Plains which were n 8 having 
—— choſe to en le to 
ing to their Lords N s and 
Ade Fare of the rs Mandarins, with the 
Titles of Toki form of Tebi tabeou, &c. on condition, 
—— to the Governor of the Pro- 
—— 1 ̃ ͤ ˙˙·m 
the Mandarins of China of the fame Rank; cht 
moreover they ſhould receive from the Emperor the 


loveſticare of their Lands 3 and that thoſe who had, 2 
5 not 
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not receiv'd his Conſent, ſhould have no Power to 


is the ſame as at Pæœgou. 


be admitted into the Service of the Palace. This 
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exerciſe any Authority; the Emperor er on 
his Part to inveſt the higheſt Heir. 

The Lolos are as well made as the Chineſe, an 
more inur d to Hardſhip. 

Their Language is different. from the Chineſe : 
They have a fort of Writing which ſeems to be the 
fame as that of the Bonzes of Pegou and Ava. Thele 
Peop arr ingratiate themſelves with the richeſt and moſt 

| of the Lolos, who inhabit in the Weſtern 
Far ef of Yun nan, and have here built great Temples 
of a very different Structure from the Chineſe. The 
Ceremonies, the Prayers, and all the ſacred Worſhip 


The Lords of Lolos are the unlimited Maſters of 
their Subjects, and have Power to puniſh them even 
with Death, without waiting for the Sentence of the 
Viceroy, or even of the Court: They are likewiſe 
ſerv'd with an incredible Ardour and Zeal. 

Every one looks upon it as a high Preferment to 


Word is more ſuitable to theſe Edifices, than to fo I 
many Chineſe "Tribunals which they call by this 
rh in ſome Accounts, ws for the moſt 
3 y repair'd, and ſcarcely inhabita- 
— he Tolbs, who look upon the Hall where 
they give Audience, and all other Apartments, as 
their Property, take care to keep them in Re 
and beautify them. Beſides this Officers the 
Houſhold, and others which ſerve by the Quarter, 
they have Captains who command bw Militia of the 
Country. Part of this Militia conſiſts in Horſe, the 
other is made up of Foot, which are arm'd with Ar- 
rows, Spears, and often with Muskets. 
Although the Horſes of Jun nan, as — as "thak 
of Se zcbuen, are the ſmalleſt of China, they are very 
much valued ; for beſides that they are of a fine Co: | 
lour, and 1 they are * lively, 
and tradtab! e. be 


Cx A, CRHINESNTAKTAR Y Sc. 
r to The Mountains "within their Bounds muſt afford, 


3 on Mines of Iron and Copper, for they make their own 
arms. The Chineſe ſometimes carry Arms to them, 
and there are ſome who inſinuate themſelves into the 
Houſes of the Lords, and enrich themſelves at the 


Coſt of their Subjects. ; TFH 27 9 155 N 1 Ft pu" 


and is enrich*d with Mines of Gold and Silver. — 
Dreſs of the Pople Lolo is à Pair of Drawers, 4 
Linen Veſt which comes no lower than the Knees, 
and a Straw Hat. They go with theirs Legs por 

and wear nothing but Sandals. - 
The Losds wear 2 Taste, Malt of Satin or-Da- 
. mask; the Ladies, over a long Gown which reaches 
s oo their Feet, wear a little Cloke which comes no 
ven BY lower than the Waiſt. It is in this Habit that they 
_ the ride, even in the Marriage Ceremonies, or in the 
wile BY Viſits which they pay, accompanied with their Wait 
ing· Women on Ser ms and W Domeſticky" * 
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THE Miao ff ſee are ſcattered in the 

Se tchuen, Koei tcheou, Hou"quang, and 85 + 
and upon the Frontiers of the Province of Quang Tk 
Under this general Name divers People are com- 


ther in certain Cuſtoms, and by ſome ſmall Variety 
in the Language. Such are the Miao ſſes of Se teburn, 


tebeou. They are more cruel and ſavage chan the 
Lolos, and greater Enemies of the Chineſe. 
To ſubdue them, or at leaſt to keep hier wider, 
they have built large Forts in ſome wretched Places 
with an incredible Charge; but by it they 8 


The Country abounds in all Sorts of Commsdhzeg 


pris d; the greateſt Part only differing from one ano. 


of the Weſt of Hou quang, and of the North of De 


- p 
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On 4 HisToAT of 
| their Comenunication wich ar bp. 
Forss and Towns, which afe very es 
the Peace. 
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— — — of ah 
Province in vain cites them to a even cy Prom 
—— do juſt as they pleaſe. One af theſe A ſiao jſt 
Lords having been invited to come to a Meeting 
where he was expected by the Viceroys of Tun mas 
and Nei tcheou ſe tchuen, and two Grandees of Peking 
ſent by the Court to examine the Complaints which 
one of the Governors had made of his Conduct, re- 
ſolutely refus'd to go thither ; upon which the Gran 
dees of the Court thought fit to diſſemble, and treu 
b ed 
Theſe Lords have not only their Officers: like the ons 
Loos, but have under them Lords of a lower Rank, 
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who, although — ee—_ 1 5 
are order, haſe Lark Ilſe as a5 good x 5 
= 1 — wan ck Chineſe, /being narrower, highe, by 
. 1 painted Wood, ori 
8 1 much valued, either ou At 
account of their Swiſtneſs, with which they -climb 


—_— Mountains, and come down en 
Op; 


Ciinaz Cnintsns Tart INN ec. 


jop, or for their Agility in jumpi jumping over the wide = 
Ditches. There are ſome fold in de Far. N 1 


5 En 

The Chief ——— drmm n | 
ens from their under Officers, who buy them at x 

ul great Price, to get the Favour of their Protetorss 

or even of the Lords of Mino ee, whtn try haue 3 
good underſtanding with them, The Qing rela 
ſurpriſing. ere pe dem. Wo LOT very | 


fabulous. | 
Whar they relate, which is not t-incretli- | 
ble, is, that when'they art about to ohodſe the Bificers 


of the Troops, they oblige the -Candiilates to mae 

the Horles winch — jump -ovet a Nich af 

a certain Breadth, wherein there is lighted a 

Fire, and to order the Soldiers to fide full fpend down 

the higheſt Mountains. They relate mam other tings 

like theſe, in which they run Ryſques; if t is 

F £ 

fuch Wonders. 
Fhe Miao fer, which are in the mit; And ama 

* of _ Province of Mori LR —— 5 

only in of Li 3 for wit minding am 

different — — Cbineſe of the Oountry give 3 

them, which: are the Names of Calonies, come ſtom 

other Places, or ſent by the Emperors and 

ors of this Province, one may drvade-them into 7 

fre Unconquer'd, and Mao ee 'Conquertd:o © . 
Theſe are ſtill of v/o Sorts 3 ſome obeythe Linge 

Magiſtrates, and make a Part of the Chineſe Penple, 

from whom they are 'diftinguith'd by notlüng but a 

Sort of Head Dreſs, which Leer 

common Cap which the Cbineſe uſ G60. 

The-others have hefedinary \Manllavit, uche over 
originally little Officers, that ſervid in the 'Chime/e 

Army of Hong vou, in che beginning of the laſt Royal 

Family, and WhO by Way of Recompence were made 
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Maſters, | ſome of ſix, others of ten, or even a 
Number. of Villages — i Miao ſſae. 
Theſe new Maſters were by Garriſons 


| ö were the beſt of the 


F 
The Miao fee accuſtom'd themſelves by de- 
to the Loke, and now they look upon their 
. > a Nation, and 
they have receiv'd. almoſt all their Cuſtoms. 
Nevertheleſs they have not forgot their Country. 
They talk of what Province. and City they belong 
to, and how many Generations they compute. in the 
Province of : Koei tcheou. The greateſt Part compute 


1 e with the Era 


of Hong vou. 

| Au heit Jurilitien; in fill, 8 
want for Riches: Their Houſes: are large, commo- 
dious, and kept in good Repair; 

* Cauſes of their Subjects ; they have 
— to puniſh them, but not to put them to 
Death. Een tber Cm mn r 


the Prerogatives CE Crmocit Lao: Locke 


up their 8 
8 and Breeches : 


But their Mandarins and their domeſtick Servants are 


| who are in the Province of Koei tc 


ciated akerthe-fame. Minor at ti Miboanmapand 


2 o vit dle zit fr any 
darin. 8 


1 V 


PURE) ue Grit TB of theſe Provinces, have 
had ſome. Intelligence of the Unconquer'd Miao: ſee, 
towards Li 
ping fou, and ho take up mar zhan beg of -ur 
3 0 wer ter Corry, in making the Map 
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they hear at the 
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Soldiers, who are round about almoſt within Sight 


of their Borders, they never law one of che Unſab- 


dued Miao ſee. 
They told them 


have Houſes built o 


Room they put the Cattle, Oxen, Cows, Sheep, Hogs, 
for in theſe Parts one hardly fees any other Animals, 


not even Horſes ; this makes their Houſes dirty and 


ſtinking, in ſo much that thoſe who are not uſed to 
it, can ſcarcely lie in the Upper Room. And indeed 


the Tartars chooſe rather to lie in the poor Lodgings 


of the Soldiers, than in theſe Houſes, hich in other 
reſpects appear pretty well built. 


Theſe Miao {ſee are divided into Villages, and live | 


in great Unity together, although they are govern'd 


by none But by the Seniors of every Vlogs: 7 — > 


cultivate -the Earth, -make Laue © 
pets, which ſerve them for Coverlets 


This Linen is not good, and is like bad * 1 . 
but the Carpets are well woven. Some are of Silk, 
of different Colours, red, yellow, and green; o- 
thers of raw Thread, made of a ſortof Hemp, which 
they dye after the ſame Manner. Their Dreſs is on- 


ly a Pair of Drawers, and a ſort of great Coat which 


they fold over their Stomach... The Chineſe Mer- 


chants find means, by the. Procurement, very. likely, 


of the Mandarins of the Conquer d Miao ſee, to trade 


with the Savage Miao ſee, and to buy the Wood of 
their Foreſts which they cut down, and throw in- 


to a River which runs through the middle of their | 


Country. The Chineſe who are of the other Side, a 
little lower, receive it, and make 1 it into great F loats. 


The Price of the Merchandiſe is left in the Hands of 


him whom they agree upon ;; this Price, conſiſts com- 
monly of a certain Number of Coun, Oxen, and Buf- 
Vor. I. „„ monly 


Cn 3 1 ps 1 Ge. . 


at. theſe Idi Miao ſhe | 
of one Story high, and 
like thoſe of the Conquer'd Miao {jee. In the Ground 


the Chineſe Cities, and of the Poſts taken up by LM _" = 
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Of the Skins of theſe Animals the Miao fſet 
make Cuiraſſes, which they cover with little Plates 
of Iron, or beaten Copper, which makes them very 


ponderous, but very ſtrong, and of great Uſe to 
theſe Nations. 


the- Conq uer'd Miao 
who have Chiefs of xo own 


2 


there are ſome 
on; but theſe 


Chiefs have not the Civil Power. Moreover they 
differ from the Chineſe, becauſe they always make 
their Abode in the Villages, and never come to the 


Ci 


but on ſome extraordi 


Occaſion. 


hoſe which the Chineſe call Mou las, which figni- 
fies, Rats of the Wood, and who are ſituated but three 


or four . 


from the Poſts of Yun nan, by 


the 


Proeince of Koei tcheou, are better "cloath*d than any 
The Shape of their 


other Miao 0 ee of the Province: 
, wide at the Bottom, and cut 


Garment is like a 2 at | 
in two Pieces below the Elbow. Underneath there is 
a ſort of Veſt of another Colour; the Seams are co- 


vered with the ſmalleſt Shells they find in the Seas of 
Yun nan, or in the Lakes of the Country 


The Cap 


and the reſt of their Dreſs are much the ſame. The 


Stuff is made of large 


Threads, twiſted from a ſort 


of Hemp and Herbs, which is to us unknown. It is 
probably that which they make uſe of in the Carpet 


little Hand-Organ. 


fore 


mention'd, 


which is ſometimes 


lain, and of one Colour, and ſometimes in little 
quares of different Colours. 7 


Amongſt the Inſtruments of Muſick which they 


woven all 


play on, there is one compos d of many ſmall Pi 

inſerted into a greater, which has a Hole, or a fort 
of Reed, whoſe Sound is ſweeter and more agreeable 
than the Chineſe Chin, which they look. upon as a 


the 


They know how to keep 
in Dancing, and expreſs in it, very well, the gay and 
grave Airs, and ſometimes they play upon a fort 


Time 


of Guitar: z at other times ey beat upon an n. 
ment 


g 


- mts. Eb. 
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ment compoſed of two little Drums, ſet one aglinſt 
another; aſterwards they turn it uplide down, as if 
they were about o throw it down and daſh. in 8 
Pieces. 
Theſe People have not amon gfbthem any Bongs 
who adhere to the Religion of Fo. Being thus free 
from this u Engagement, which is a great 
Obſtacle to the. Chineſe and Lolos, they might more 
readily embrace the true Religion ; if they have not 
amongſt them (which we are ignorant of) ſome worſe 
Seducers, ſuch as ſome Tartar Juggſers are. 
In that Part of Hou quang which is neareſt the Pro- 
vince of Quan long, and that of Quang /i which is 
dependant on ng icheou fou, ate Miao ſſes leſs && 
viliz'd, although they are thought to acknowledge 
the Juriſdiction of the Neighbouring 0 
pay the Tribute, which they earry ſuch as they pleaſe, 
and when they pleaſe; for in ſome Places they do 
not permit any Officer of the Chineſe Tribunal to en- 
ter u — — and if he does, he runs the 
Risk 25 his Life. They go with their Feet naked, 
and by oontinual running upon their Mountains, they 
have ſo: inur'd themſelves, that they clamber up the 
ſteepeſt Rocks, and walk upon the molt ſtory Grounds 
with an incredible Swiknths, and without receiving 
the leaſt Incorvenience; ' 

The Head- Dreſs of the Women is ſomething odd 
and fantaſtical. They put upon their Heads a light 
Board, more than a Foot long, and five or ſix Inches 
broad, which they cover with their Hair, faſtening 
it with Wax, fo that they ſeem to have a Hair Hat, 
They cannot lean, nor lie-down,, but by leaning up- 
on their Necks; and they are oblig'd to turn their 
Heads continually to the Right and the Left along 
the Roads, which in this Country are ſull of 
Woods and Thickets. The greateſt Difficulty is 
when they would comb themſelves; they muſt ſit 
whole Hours = the Fire, to melt the Wax, After 

| #.* having 


n= wy wr” ET TI 


> <<: oo oo 


IS Senn A 


LAS 
= 


AAA KE 


_ 


68 Ve Gru 
| Afﬀeer having clean'd their Hair, which they dothree 


* 


ar, HISTORY of 


* 


or four times a Year, they begin again to dreſs their 


Heads in the fame Manner. 


The Miao ſe think that this Head-Drefs is very 
ble, and that it eſpecially becomes the Young 


Monks. The Oh Women deffr take fo inuch Paine 


but content themſelves with gathering their Hair 


upon the Top of the Head with knotted Twiſts, ' 


Theſe Miao fſee are likewiſe call'd by the Chineſe 
Li gin, and Yao ſſee ; they have many other Names, or 
rather many Nick-Names, for all theſe Names (which 
may have been remark'd already) and others ſuch like, 
are ſo many Names of Contempt and Raillery, which 
the Chineſe are not ſparing of. Thoſe which they call 
Pa tcha i, upon the Frontiers of Quan tong, and the 
Lou tchai upon thoſe of Quang fi, are more feared 
than ſcorn'd by the Chineſe their Neighbours, ' whe- 
ther of Hou quang or Quan tong. The firſt are called 
ſo, becauſe their principal Towns are in Number 
eight; and the laſt, becauſe they have fix, which 
ſerve them as Refuges | 44K 
The Chineſe have built fortified Towns on the 
North, Eaſt, and Weſt of theſe Countries; which 
ſeem to have been built for no other purpoſe than 
to hinder the Incurſions of theſe little Nations, for 


their Situation is very inconvenient. If one adds to 


theſe Towns all the Forts which have been erected a- 
bout their Territories, there are above twenty. 
Some of theſe Forts are neglected under the preſent 


Family ; yet there are more than half which they 
well Gar- 


ſtill keep in Repair, and which are pretty 
riſoned. Theſe Miao fſee were wont to fall upon the 
Chineſe, but they have at laſt obtain'd that they ſhould 
= one of their People in the Hands of the Neigh- 
uring Mandarin, who ſhould be a Hoſtage for 
their good Behaviour. Moreover they have engag'd 
themſelves to live peaceably with the Chineſe, either 
becauſe they have a Deſign to come and traffick in 
| | their 
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their Cities, or becauſe they don t like to come out 0h 
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their Mountains, 

The Miao ſſee of the Provir ince of Quang 1 are up 
on another Footing : They exerciſe upon their Sub 
jects the Juriſdiction of Tchi fou of Tobi hien, &c. by 
a Prerogative which has been hereditary to them for 
many Centuries. They are originally Chineſe ; their 
Anceſtors follow*d the two Conquerors of theſe Coun- 
tries and Ton king, whoſe Names were Fou pao and 
Ma yuen. The firſt was the Generaliſſimo of the Ar- 
mies ſent by the Emperor Quang vou ti againſt the 
Rebels of the South, and the Tong kinois, who taking 
Advantage of the Troubles of the Empire, had taken 
by Force the Places which they found convenient for 
them. 

Ma yuen the General march'd againſt then,” 5 855 
drove them back within their ancient Borders, and ſo 


frighten*d them, that his Name, after ſix Centuries, is 


ſtill fear; d amongſt them. He caus'd a Pillar of Braſs 
to be rais'd upon the Mountain, which ſerves for a 
Boundary, with theſe Chineſe Words: Tong tchou Tebi 
ſcbe Kio tchi tchi mie, which ſignify, that they ſhould. 
— the Tong kinois, if they Jig that Brazen. 
Pillar 

The Tong kinois {till look upon this Inſcription, one... 


of the oldeſt of all China, as a Prophecy, which de- 


notes the Duration of their Monarchy, and which 


ſhall continue till that Brazen Column fhall be entire- 


ly conſum'd by Timę; therefore they take great Care 
to ſhelter it from the Injuries of the Weather, and 
ſurround. it with great Stones, to render it more ſteady. 
They believe that in preſerving this, they fix the De 
ſtiny of their Kingdom, 

Ma yuen permitted his Officers and i Soldiers 
towards the Frontiers to ſecure. a Poſſeſſion, and he 
made them Maſters of every Thing which he diſtri- 
buted to them. So theſe Mandarins of the Miao es 
hold, from the Beginning, their Authority from, the 


F 3 Emperor, | 
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Emperor, to whom they are Tributary. They have 
their Soldiers, their Officers, and do not want for 
Fire-Arms, which they either make themſelves 1n their 
Mountains, or buy de of the Chineſe. | 
That which is very troubleſome for theſe People, is, 
that they are at War continually with, and deſtroy- 


ing one another: Revenge never dies amongſt them, 


hut deſcends to their Poſterity z the Great Grand Child 
mall endeavour the Revenge of his Great Grandfa- 
ther's Death, if he believes it is not ſufficiently re- 
veng' d before. The Chineſe Mandarins do not care to 
run any Hazard, to eftabliſh Peace amongſt theſe Peo- 
ple; they willingly wink at that which they cannot 
inder, without risking the Lives of the Chinese 
Soldiers. p 
The Language of the Miao ſſee of Se tchuen, of the 
Weſt of Hau quang, of the North of Koei tcheon, is 
the fame; there is only fore Difference in the Pronun- 
ciations, and ſome particular Words: But that of the 
Miao ſſee, towards Li ping fou, is accounted mixt with 
the Chineſe and the true Miao fſee, for the People of 
both Nations underſtand one another very well. F 
fay that there are ſome Countries between Quang 
Hou quang, and Koei tcheou, of which thoſe that are 
to the North the Miao ſſee do not underſtand ; this 
is what the Conquer*d Miao fſee affirm, 2 
The Chineſe give all theſe Mao ſſee a very bad Cha- 
rafter ; they fay, theſe People are wavering, treache- 
rous, favage, and particularly very great Thieves, 


This did not appear true to P. Regis, and the Miſ- 


ſionaries that accompanied him in making the Map 
of theſe Provinces; on the contrary they found them 
very faithful in returning the Clothes with which they 
were truſted, very attentive to, and diligent in obey- 


ing their Orders, laborious, and ready to do. any thing. 


But perhaps the Miao ſee have Reaſon to be diſſatis- 
fied with the Chineſe, who have taken from them all 
their beſt Lands, and who continue to ſeize on what- 

ne ever 
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evet they find is for theit Conveniehcy, if not pre- 
vented by the Fear of tloſe they eng 
plunder. However, it is certain that the CM. 
neſe neither love nor value the Miao ſſee and tlie 
Lolbs, and that theſe People have ſtill leſs Affection 
for the Chinzſe; whom they look upon as hard ane 
troubleſome Maſters; who keep them ſhut up by their 
Gartifons, and as it were wedg'd in by a long Wall, 
which deptives them of all Communication with other 
Countries, from which they might ger Aſſiſtance... 
If one ſes in the Wei tcheon, and in the other Ter- 
ritories, which formerly belong'd to them, or which 
they at preſent poſits, any Towers, Cities, or Bridges, 
they were all built by the Chineſe. The lron Bridge, 
as it is call'd, which is in Koei tcheou, upon the great 
Road to Zaun nan, is the Work of a Chineſe General, 
whoſe Name is cut in a large Piece of Marble on one 
Side of the Pan bo: This is a Torrent, which is not 
wide, but very deep. On each Bank there is a great 
Door built between two Stone Piers, which are fix or 
ſeven Feet broad, and ſeventeen or eighteen high. From 
each Pier, on the Eaſt Side, hang four Chains by great 
Rings, which are faſten'd to the Piers on the other 
Side, and kept together by little Chains, which make 
it look like Network with great Meſhes. There are 
laid upon this ſome great Planks faſten'd to each 
ther, but as they do not come quite, home to the 
iers, becauſe the Chains belly out, eſpetially when 
they are loaded, therefore there are faſten*d Confoles or 
Brackets on' the ſame Level with the Door, - which 
ſupport a Floor that reaches to the Planks upon the 
Chains : On the Sides of the Planks there are placed 
little Pilaſters of Wood: that ſupport a Roof of the 
ſame Matter continued from one Side to the other, 
the Ends reſting upon the Piers. 
The Chineſe have made ſome other Bridges in imi- 
tation of This, which is famous thro? the whole Em- 
pire ; there is one ſpecially, that's pretty well known, 
14 F 4 _. 


— 


_ ST) wy 
we * 
4 * 4 
D „ 
9 
| J 
1 


- The GENERAL HISTOET of. | 
the River Kin cha kiang, in the ancient Country 


of the Lo los of the Province of Jun nan; and in 


the Province of Se tchuen there are two or three more, 


which are only ſupported by great Ropes; but theſe, 
tho? ſmall, are tottering and unſafe, and nothing but 
Negeſſity could make one venture to croſs them. 

TI have ſucceeded better in ſome Parts, both 


in the rovince of Se tchuen, at the Foot of the Moun- 


tains poſſeſs d by the Miao fee, and in the Province 
of Chen fi, and in the Diſtrict of Han tchong fou: 
They have, by the Aſſiſtance of Conſoles, falten d 
Pieces of Timber into the Rocks, upon which they 
have laid thick Planks, and ſo have made Bridges 
over Vallies, which ſerve for Roads, and ſometimes 
are of a conſiderable Length. 

All theſe Works were done by the Aubiens Chineſs, 
who were ſettled in theſe Provinces; which lainly 
ſhews the Superiority of Genius of theſe People, not 
only over the Miao ſſee, and the Lo los, but even over 
50 . 3 Nations, whether of Weſt or 


eee ee 


An e of the Tourney of the Peres Boures, 
Fontenay, Gerbillon, Le Comte, and Veſdelou, 


7 om the Port of Ning Po to Peking; with 

ry exact and particular Deſcription of all 
the Place: through which they paſt, in the Pro- 
vinces of Tche Kiang, Kiang nan, Fan tong, 
and Pe tcheli. 


ON November the 26th, 1687, we ſet Sail from 
Ning Po, on our Journey to Peking, to which 


Place we were ofder'd to repair by the Emperor; 


we embarked in the Evening with a Mandarin, who 


was appointed to attend us by the Gore. 


"Cs: A Prey Ge. | 


The 27th, in the Morning, we paſſed by Is yaa hien: 


Within the Bounds of this City is 1 550 high. 
Mountain, on which there is not a ra? to be ſeen. 
but towards the Foot of it. A little River ſ 


the City from a Palace, which was built by Li Co lac, 
to perpetuate the Memory of the Father of the Em- 


or Van lie. 


He encompaſs d a large Space of Ground with 


Walls which „A was peopled, and is become 


a Part of the City. There is a Communication from 

one Part to the other, by a Bridge of three Arches, 
pretty well built, near which appear ſeven or eight 
Tri riumphal Arches, which are placed ſo near each 


other they ſeem contiguous, 


The ſame Day in the Evening we paſs'd two Dikes, 
and ſoon after we came to a Place where they hoiſt up the 


Barks, in order to convey them into a Canal, which 
is nine or ten Foot higher than the Level of the Ri- 
ver. They hoiſt up the Bark by means of a Slope. 
or Declivity paved with large Stones, and when they 


have got it to the Top, they let it ſlide down another 
into the Canal. There are People who wait to be 
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hired. fre this Purpoſe they are not above a Quarter 


of an Hour about it, having the Help of two Cap- 


ſtans. 


\ That Part of the Country which we u confifls 


of large well cultivated Plains, bounded with barren 


Rocks, and frightful Mountains, ſome 'of which are. 


cover'd with Pine and Cypreſs-Trees. Theſe are the 


to Hang tebeou. 


The Tallow-Tree is almoſt as common, N 5 
towards Ming Po, where one hardly ſees any other 
Sort. They were then without Leaves, and the 
Husks were fallen from the Fruit, which looking 


white, ſeem'd at a Diſtance to be a Tree in full Bloom. 


On the 28th in the Morning we paſs d a kind of a 
Lake, or rather an Arm of the Sea, calPd T/ao 917 
* an 


* moſt common Trees, which we beheld, from Ning Po | | 


* 
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25 this wis at our own Expence, for the Mandarin 


d his Comimiſſion ended tio farther, ahd 


that he could not, now we were beyond the Piſtrict 
of Nine 5% oblige the Officers to futniſh us with 
Neceſſa For this Reaſon we were obliged to hife 
new Baths and bear the Mandarin's Expences as far 
as Ha tcheou. Wn, | 
This! Day we fail'd along 4 very fine Canal, of which 
P. Martini makes mention, but does not ſay oh much 
of i it as it deſerves. This Canal is near twenty Leagues 
Length, it is_lin'd on one Side with "ag e "fa 
ones, five of fix. Foot long, two in ea 
two or three Inches thick; its Water is 4 0 
ſweet, the Breadth of it is generally about ceny e or 
thirty Geometrical Paces, an chere forty of mote; 
ſometimes it runs a League together in a ak 1. Line, 
and ſometimes twice as much. On each Side of the 
Grind Canal are other ſmall ones, which run mp 
Plains as far as the 9 Theſe again are 
Roe vided into ſuch a great Number of others, that 
ſcem to form a End. of fl Ain in a large 
Se Plain, as level as the Surface of Ice. 
Ik is in this agreeable Place that the City of Chas 


has its Situation: In the Streets are a great Num- 


— of Canals, which gives Occaſion for ſuch a Plenty 


of Bridg es. They are very high, and generally have 
but one 7 wich is ſo 085 bull naſal the 
Top, fÞ that Carriages never paſs over them ; which 
a greater Number of Porters neceſſary. They 
paſs over theſe Bridges by à kind of Stain of eaſy 
Aſcent, and whoſe Steps are not above three Inches in 


© Thickneſs, There are other Sorts of Bridges, made of 


tones of eighteen Foot long, laid upon Piles in the 
manner of Planks. There are many of theſe over the 
great Canal, very handſomely built. 


In the Neighbourhood of Chao, bing, and em 


thence as far as Hang tcheou, we met with a conti- 
mual Succeſſion of Houſes and Flamlcts, which would 
make 


* 
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On the 29th we paſs'd by Siao chan, a City of the 
third Rank; it is ſuppoſed to be {6 nam'd on actoumt 
of a little Mountain that is in its Suburbs: this uy 0 
5 is alſo water'd with ſeveral Canals; its Gates, as Well 
| as thoſe of Chao hing, are cover'd with Plates 6f 
$ Iron. . ene 
t The 3oth we went, in a Calaſh, to within Half a 
League of Cien tang, which we paſs'd in lefs than an 
Four and a half: This River is in Breadth, at this 
r Place, about 4000 Geometrical Paces, and there is 4 
7 
4 
4 
e 
t 


| make one imagine that it was one entire City. The 
Houſes in the Country are generally better built, and 
| kept in better Repair, than thoſe of the common Sort 
, in many Cities. 1 e 
a 


L = 


very high Tide in it every Year, about the full Moon, 
in Ofober. When we were over, we were accommo=' = 
dated with very handſome Calaſhes, which the Chri- "% 
. ſtians of Hang tcheou had taken Care to fend. They -: 
accompanied us in a triumphant. Manner to the 
Church, where we found the Pere Intercetta, grown | 
e grey with the Labours of his Apoſtolical Function, 
and who was not leſs venerable for his Virtue and 
Merit, than ſor lis great Ages. OO ⅛ 8 
As we were going to Court we were obliged, on 
that Account to make and receive ſeveral Viſits out 
of mere Formality. As we went to the Viceroy's _ 
Palace we paſs'd along a very ſtrait Street, about 
twenty five or thirty Foot in Breadth : The MidMe. 
is paved with large flat Stones, the other Part after” 
the European Manner, but without any Deſcent; every 
Houſe has one Story above the Ground Floor, under 
that is the Shop, which is towards the Street; on the 
Back- ſide is the Canal. There are Crouds of People 
as great as in the moſt frequented Streets of Parts, 
but not one Woman to be ſeeh among them: This 
Street is adorned with ſeveral 'Triumphal Arches, _ 
placed at proper Diſtances, which make g beautiful 
Appearance, The reſt of the Streets, 3 : 
& -< 
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the Soldiers and the Tartars live, are very different 
from this; the Houſes for the moſt Figs are ite els bet- 
ter than Cottages, and not ſo well Peopled as that 
beforementioned. | 

Me viſjted the Chriſtians Burying- Place: All that 

uarter, which is mountainous, is ſtrewn with Tombs 
for the Space of two Leagues. We went afterwards 
| upp the Lake, called Si hou, where the Chriſtians 

repar*d us a Dinner, in a large Bark, that had a 
Hal Hand ſeveral commodious Apartments. 

The Water of this Lake is exceeding clear, and 
more than a League and half in Circumterence. On 
the Banks, in ſeveral Places, we had the Proſpect of 
ſome agreeable Houſes, but ſuch as have nothing in 

them very extraordinary 3 . becauſe the Tar- 
tars, who have ſeveral times ſack'd this City, have 
demoli ſh'd the greateſt Part of the Palaces. 

The 19th of 8 we took Leave of the Man- 
darin, and aſter we had cauſed our Trunks to be 
put on board the Barks, we went to Prayers in the 
Church where the Chriſtians were aſſembled ; they 
furniſh'd us with Calaſhes I» before, and conducted us 
to the Bark which was deſign'd for us. 

We paſs'd about 200 Paces eaſtward, thro? a ve- 
ry ſtrait Street, in the Suburbs; but as we turn'd out 
of it, before we came to the End, I could not tell 
how much farther it might extend. This Street is 
nagrower than that which I f poke of before, the 
Houſes are of two Stories, but very ſcanty ; the Streets 
were .crouded with People like the other, but there 
was, not one Woman among them all. 

The Bark we went on board of, though but a Third 

Rate, was very large, and extremely neat and com- 
modious; it was more than ſixteen Foot in Breadth, 
about ſeventy, in Length, and ten or twelve in Height; 
We had a Hall, and four convenient Rooms, without 
reckoning the Kitchen, and the Place where our At- 
tendants retired upon the ſame Deck. Eyery Room was 
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adorn'd with carved Work, painted and gilt; the reſt. = 
was beautifully varniſn'd, and the Cieling, conſiſtin; 
of divers Pannels, Was Pant after che Chinefe 
Manner. 
We have ſeen ſome of theſe Barks of the Burden 
of 200 Ton, and much more commodious for the 
Rece ption of entire Families, than moſt" of their 
Houſes, There were at leaſt 400 Barks in the Ca- 
nal that we faiPd in. It lies North-Weſt of the 
City, and runs above a League in a ſtrait Line. The 
Breadth of it is about thirty Yards: It is lin'd on 
each Side with Free-Stone: On the Banks are Rows 
of Houſes, not more ſpacious than thoſe in the Streets, 
and as full of People. The Barks, which lie on each 
Side of the Canal, are alſo crowded much 1 in the lame 
manner, 
We were ſtop'd in our Bark till the 2oth, been 
we were obliged to wait the Coming of the Viceroy, 
who intended to viſit us, and bring us our Paſport; 
which contain'd an Order for our being ſupply'd with 
all Neceſſaries, whether we travell'd by Land or Wa- 
ter, till we ſhould arrive at the Court. It was therę- 
fore the 2 iſt, in the Morning, that we parted from 
Hang tcheou. When we were out of the Suburbs, we 
found the Stones placed only on one Side of the Ca- 
nal, on which there was alſo a Path paved with Free- 
Stone: for the Convenience of thoſe who draw the 
Barks along; and in the low and marſhy Places there 
is form'd a kind of a Cauſway, with Stones of about 
eight Foot long, laid acroſs each other by threes. _ 
Theſe alſo ſerve for Bridges over te ſmall Canals 1 
which run into the great one. 
About four Leagues from Hang Acbenn, we cosy d 
a Village call'd Tan ſi; it is built on both Sides of the 
Canal, on which are alſo two Keys, about four or 300 
Geometrical Paces in Length; they are form'd of the 
ſame Free-Stone which lines the Sides of the Canal: 
There are Stairs for the 7 Convenleney of every "adi = 
wWAICN +25, 


which are much better built, and more uniform than 
thoſe in the City. In the midſt of the Village is a 
fine Bridge, with ſeven large Arches: That in the 
middle is forty five Foot wide ; the reſt diminiſh in 
roportion to. the Deſcent of the Bridge. There are 
two or three great Bridges of one Arch only, and 
ſeveral ſmaller Canals, with Houſes on each Side. 


About two Lys from the Village there is an Iſland in 


the Canal, in which is erected a very handſome Paged, 
The 226, after having paſs'd ſeveral Bridges, we 
found that the Canal grew narrower. We then arrived 
at a City, call'd Che men hien, ten Leagues from 
Hang tcheou. Hitherto our Paſſage was generally 
North-Eaſt, and the Country flat, full of Canals and 
Bridges: Houſes and Hamlets were alſo very nume- 
rous, as well as Mulberry-Trees, of a dwarf Kind, 
planted almoſt every where in Plots like Orchards. 
The 23d we arriv'd at Kia bing fou: we ſaw in 
dur Paſſage a handſome Pagod upon the Bank of the 
Canal, and another in the Eaſtern Part of the Suburbs. 
3 is large, well peopled, and has a great 
On the 24th, early in the Morning, we enter'd a 
very fine Canal, twenty five or thirty Paces wide, the 
Waters of which were exceeding clear. We croſs'd 
a great Village, or Country-Town, call'd, Ovan kiang 
| king, of large Extent : One Part communicates with 
the other, by the means of a Bridge of three great 
Arches, very. curiouſly. built: The Mid- Arch isforty* 
five Foot wide, and twenty Foot hig. | 
About twenty Lys from the Village that we quitted, 
we paſs'd near another, on our lett, call'd, Hoan kia 
kien tchin It is in the Province of Kiang nan. We 
took it at firſt Sight for a City, it is ſo very large: It 
is divided and ſurrounded with Canals, quite-cover'd 
with Barks ; the Fields are well cultivated, and full of 
Hamlets. The Mukitude and Largeneſs of the Ca- 
nals, -join'd to the Evenneſs of the Plains, _ 
| | ve 
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have not ſo much as the leaſt Eminence, make it pro- 
bable that the Country has been formerly quite under | 
Water, and that the Chineſe, wha: are extremely la- 
borious, have drain'd it off, by making theſe Canals 
and Sluices, and by that means render'd: it the moſt 
fertile and pleaſant Country in the World. _ 

Ten Lys farther we arriy'd. at Pin vang, ger " 
ſignifies an even Proſpect: It is a large Town, which = » 
we took at firſt for a City, on account of the Multi 
tude of Houſes and Inhabitants. Several Canals are 
cut through the Streets, on which are a great Num- 
ber of Barks, and alſo Bridges, very well built: Theſe 
Canals receive their Water from a great Lake on the 
Weſt Side of the Town. | 

Beyond this Town, the Canal is extended farther 
than one can ſee, in a Right Line, with a Cauſway 
of fine Free-Stone along the Edge of it. On the 
Eaſt appears another Lake, and theſe two -Lakes 
reach as far as Ou tiang. About a League on this 
Side, we obſerv'd the Cauſway was ſeven Foot hugh 
coyer'd on all Sides with Free-Stone, Which appear'd 
like a ſolid Bridge. At proper Diſtances there wers 

ſmall Arches made it, for the Water to paſa 
into the Fields, which were ſown with Rice, and at 
this Time quite flooded. | This Night uſhering in che 
Feſtival. of the Nativity, we ſaid Maſs in the Hall, 
which was as ſteddy as if the Bark had. ſtood ſtill; 

On Chriſtmaſs-Day we found our ſelves at the Foot 
of the Walls of Sou tcheou, in a Canal near-forty Foot 
broad: It lies North and South, in a Right Line, 4 
along the Side of a Wall, at leaſt a League-in Feng? 8 
Our Bark was ſtgp'd over-againſt a great Arch of a 

2 magnificent Bridge, under which is a Paſlage into a 
It great Canal, which runs towards the Weſt. 

4 In the Field, not far from the Bank, we beheld- a 
of kind of ſquare Pavillion, or Edifice, with a double 
4 Roof, cover'd with Yellow Tiles, and encompals'd. 
ch with a Wall, with Holes through, towards the T =, 
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the ſame manner as thoſe of a Viceroy. 


The ni Moro of 


nn of Figures: It is a Monu: 
ment which the Mandarins erected in Memory of the 
Honour done them by the Emperor Cang bi, when he 


viſited their City without that ſplendid Equipage and 


Pomp which belong'd to his Dignity. There is en- 


grav'd, on a Stone of this Edifice, the Inſtructions 
which were given by him to the Viceroy, for the 
Government of the People. 

Early in the Morning we enter'd the City, through 
the Weſt-Gate, and after having paſt about five or 
fix * Lys on different Canals, we arriv'd at our 
Church, where we found the Pere Simon Rodorigues, 
who preſided. over a numerous and zealous Society of 
Chriſtians. Near the Gate, through which we enter'd, 
we ſaw a Tower fix or ſeven Stories high; and in the 
Suburbs, about a League from the Walls, another of 
the fame Height. The Figure was a Polygon. 

This Day we receiv'd a Viſit from Hiu lacge, Grand- 
ſon of Paul ſiu, a moſt zealous Advocate for the 
Chriſtian Religion: He is a Hamlin, that is, a Doc-- 
tor of the higheſt Rank. He was choſen by his Ma- 

to be near his Perſon, for his Skill in Compoſ- 
ing and Printing. This renders him a very conſider- 
able Perſon: Billets of Invitation are wrote in 


ſtrĩous Chriſtian, notwithſtanding our Oppoſition, fell 


en his Knees to ſalute us, wary. eee 


gainſt the 


Earth, to ſhew the Reſpect that he bore to 
the Preachers of the Goſpel. 


On the 26th we viſit- 


ed the Viceroy of the Province, who reſides in this 


City who receiv'd us with 4 great deal of Civility and 
Politeneſs. 0 
The 28th we left Sou tcheon, paſt alon the 
great Canal about two Miſes Northward, then 
turn'd into one more ſmall, towards the Weſt, - ſtill 


— in the Suburbs for a E Gabe 


4 Ten Lys make a League, 


This illu- 
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After I had beheld che Walls of Sol fen In oe 
Side only, and had confider'd the Largeneſs of the 


Suburbs. and the Multitude of the Barks, I eaſily per- 
ſuaded my felf that the City might be, as they afſert, 


As ſoon: as we left the Suburbs; the Canal row 


conſiderably langer, and was extended in a Right 


the Space of ten Leagues, as far as Youſſie bits. a 4 
of the Third Rank. We: went doſe by. the Walls 
which are twenty four Foot high, but not very ſtrong: 
There is a Foſſe, or Canal, which encompaſſed "thi 


City, the Space between which and the Walls is very 


neatly kept, and affords very agreeable Walks; be- 
ſides, the Canals croſſing each other in ſeveral” Pcs, 


form Variety of little Iſlands, which are famous for 


Tea that is ſent from thence all over the Empire. 
From hence the Canal runs North Weſt through 

Fields extremely well cultivated,” and as level à8 a 

Bowling- Green. There appears a continual Succeſſion 


of 9 and Villages, which yield a very agree | 
t 


able Proſpect, there being nothing to intercept 


Sight: ur the moſt delightful Scene of all is, W 
the Proſps is bounded by ſome large City. 
On the goth of December in the Evening we ar- 


riv'd at 7 Ro tcheou fou, à very famous City, and of 
great Commerce. We only paſt a ſmall Part of the 
Suburbs of about half a . The Barks were ſo 
numerous that they quite cover'd the Water. This 


Evening they ſurpriz d two Thieves, who by Favour 5 


of the Night crept into our Bark; one of them found 


means to make his Eſcape, and we hinder'd the o- 


ther from being carried before the Mandarins; ſo that 
when he was let go, he made the beſt of his Way to 
a little Bark, where there were ſeveral. of tus Ac- 
complices, with whom he diſappear'd in an Inſtant: 


It is faid that theſe Thieves burn a ſort © of : a Paſtil, 


the Fumes of which procure Sleep. 


. G The 


more than four Leagues . in Circuit, and that i it 195 ; 
rains ſeveral Millions Sf Souls, | 


y F : a 

V * 
9 — 4 4 

a, 4 * T_T. 
- 4 
, Y 
"Fr - 3 
. . * 

* 5 * 


„ 
> — 
2 2 


$ 
o 
| 82 
— * 
i. of 
* 2.” 4 
% * 
— 


and Bu that the Canal was much narrower, being 
but twelve Foot broad; the Banks were ſeventeen 


forty nine Lys farther, 
Line quite out of Sight; the Sides were lin'd to the | 


T egy Pas 520 * 
The: 31ſt i in the Morning we left Tehan, tcheoy, 


or eighteen Foot high, and p cular : Pe 
a runs in a 


ok of Ten or Twelve Foot, with fine Sq 
eres of grey Marble of the Colour of Slate. 

About two Leagues on this Side Tax yang we 
were ohlig d to quit the Canal, and 8 our 


Journey by Land: At this Place they were 
ger. 


the Canal of a greater Depth, that the Barks, 


re right bats" wAk Saf 


the Paſſage had been cloſed but one 


| Dip. ound an infinite Number of Barks ſtopt, 
thoſ 


who belong d to them, like us, purſuing 


theik Journey by Land-Carriages. 


The Mandarin of Tan yang, who had Notice of our 
coming the Day before, ſent us Calaſhes, Horſes and 
Porters to conduct us to Tehing kiang fun. Thoſe 


- who carry'd us and our Baggage travelled at the 


Rate ofa a good German an Hour, fo that in 
two Hours Time we arriv'd at Tan ng ; on this 
Side of which, near the Canal, we fu a Towet 
ſeven Stories high, and over two large Bridges of 
Marble with only one Arch: The 8 of this 
City are pav'd with Marble, and the Walls are of 
Brick twenty four foot high, and built on a Marble 
Foundation. 

On the North of this City lies a Lake five of fix 


Leagues i in Circumference, on the Side of which we 
© travelPq about a League before we arriv'd at Malin; 


it is a Town near two Leagues beyond Tan yang. 


We there paſs'd the Night in a Houſe that the Chri- 
ſtians had prepar'd for us: Though this Town con- 


ſiſts of one Street only, yet we were aſſur d that it 
contains more than 200,000 Souls. It is pav'd with 
Marble, as all other Ta were, as far as Tching 

| Fin 


Marble ſox Foot in hei 
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_ Canna; Cnines r-Tazrany, Ye. 
kiang fon; in ſeveral Places we ſuw Pieces of white _ 


ghr, on which were ſeveral % 
F. in Nelituo, bur wretchedly done. i 
* a] 


he ſecond of Fauuary we arrived at Tobi 
We paſs'd about 1300 Geometrical Paces x che 
Suburbs,all paved with Marble 5 the Pieces of Marble, 
wherewith the Middle of the Street: is paved, oy 
three Foot long, and two broad; After we had 
by the Side ol the Walls, 
are thirty Foot high, and in good repair, — 
over a Bridge into another Part of the Suburbs, 
where we met with ſuch a Concourſe of People, that 
ons abi gen open d * us without _—_ 


The City of Thing is none of ho largeſt for ir 
is only a „ as . it is very con- 
derable . for is, wor being ſo neat the Seay 
may be -reckon?'d che Key of the Empire. Its Dis 
ſance from the Sea does not exceed two Days Jour- 
ney: It A dl a farting Fler bene being u H 
Carr iſbn, and ee Pieces of Cannon which _ 


mand the Purt. 
Length of a Street i this 


We had nod gone the 
Quarter, but we -perceiv*d a little Mountain, the 
Top of which affords one of the moſt ro- 
debe in the World. On one Side appears 
of Tching Rag Hogs on the other the large River Yang" 
bee the Gee e care Kg, The 
Ta ki 7 River, or, more 
lived a it is ſo very large, that one 
would take it to be an Arm of the Sea, On the op- 
poſite Banks we beheld Kona tcheou, which, though' 
not a City, has all the Privileges of one, and ig 4 
Place of great Frade: At the Foot of _— 
the Port, Where there is always a fra Dull 
courſe of Teople, 0 er no 
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None. | 
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e we croſsd the River, which at this 
Place is more than a League over ; about 700 Paces 
in the River is a Place which looks like an enchanted 
Hand, the Natives call it the Golden Mountain. Ic is 
about 600 Foot in Circumference; on the Top is a 
Tower ſeveral Stories high, encompaſs d with = 
gods and the Houſes of the Bones. 

On ae e Side of the River we enter d imme 
Canal, and paſs d Koua icheou in the Night Time. 
Early in the Morning we arrived at Yar thou fou ; it 
is a fine City, is well peopled, and has 1 
Trade. It is ſaid to contain 2,000,000 of Souls. 

- The 10th of January, at ſix in the Evening, we 

ceded in Litters, and took up our Lodgings 2593 
"> and. a half from thence at Chao pe, a 
large Town: We travelPd. great Part of the Way 
on a fine Cauſeway, on the Side of a Canal. The 
11th,” after having travell'd ſeven Leagues without 
ſtopping, we arrived at Kao yeou tcheou': This 'Coun- 
try is flat, and almoſt all —— Water: We travelPd 
upon a Cauſeway of about thirty Foot broad, and 
ten or twelve high, cover'd in ſome Places with 
Marble, eſpecially on the Side towards. the CM, 
which we leſt on our Right Hand. 9 

Beyond this appear d a great Lake, a Lie in 
Breadth, which is parallel to the Canal. The. Coun- 
try on the Right Hand is likewiſe overflow'd, ex- 
cepting a few Spots which are ſown with Rice, and 


on which appear ſeveral Hamlets, whoſe Houſes are 


cover'd. with Reeds, and the Walls made of Cane 
daub'd with Clay: The vaſt Number of Barks, un- 
der Sail, and rowing through the Fields, — very 


diverting Spectacle. 


We were inform d that Ya Jeou . is a file 
City, but we did not ſee it our ſelves, we only paſſed 
by the Side of the Walls about 1200 Paces. In the 
Suburbs we ſaw a Tower ſeven Stories high, and 


another ſquare Edifice near the ſame Height, whoſe 
Di- 
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Dimenſions decreaſed like a Pyramid, but did not, 
like it, end in 4 Point: The W Poyr 1 25 and 


well built. e 
The 12th in the Mornitig "WER - a 4 * 


on the Cauſeway, which lies between the Lake leg 


the Canal: Here the Lake appear'd like a vaſt O- 
cean, with an infinite Number of Barks under Sail. 
We alſo aw large Flocks of Wild-fowl, which, 
when they were upon the Wing, ſeem' d to darken 
the Sky: In the Afternoon we travelPd fix | 
farther to Pao hing hien, our Road lying ſtill between 
the Lake and tht Canal. On the Right the Coun- 
try is flat and well cultivated, but a "= my _ it 
is under Water. | 
On the 14th, after having gone Might 145 gues fri 
ther, we came to Hoai ngan fou, which ſeem'd to us to 
be a more conſiderable City, on all Accounts, than 


Yang" tcbeu. The Grand Maſter of the Waters, Ca. 


nals and Rivers, has his Reſidence here, who then 
took up the public Inn, where thoſe whom the 


Emperor ſends for ought to lodge, inſomuch that 


we were obliged to content our ſelves with a wretched 
Hut made of Mats and Reeds, notwithſtanding the 
Coldneſs of the Seaſon, and the Snow, which drove 
into the Places where we lay. Three Mandarins 
lodged with us, who were greatly pleaſed with the 
Sight of ſome of our Books, and the Images of Pa- 
per which they found therein: We made them a 
Preſent of a French Ciown, for which they return'd 
us the ſame Weight in Silver, and invited us to 


drink Tea in their A — "we 2 75 Ar er ; | 


us with ſeveral kinds of Fruits.” 


On the 15th in the Afternoon we went to lodge =” 


Tchin kiang pou, a large Town about three Leagues 
farther : The Country is flat, well cultivated, and 
in ſome Places half under Water, which renders it 
fit for bearing Rice: Here are et of” oy 
Wild-Ducks, Pheaſants, S it” 
"GY We ; 


If this River was not kept 


We did not leave-this Place till che /x 5th, which 
was almoſt entirely taken up in croſſing Hoaxg bo, 
or the Yellow River, on account of the Ice which 
retarded our Paſſage, The River at this Place is no 
more than 4.50 Toiſes, or 900 Yards in Breadth, the 
Mouth of it being twenty five Leagues diſtant : The 
Channel is indifferently ſtraight, the Banks are of a 
yeHowiſh Clay, which mixing with the Water make 
it of the ſame Colour, whence it derives its Name. 
within its Bounds by 
Pikes, it would make dreadful Havock in the Coun- 
try, for, which Reaſon. they are very careful to keep 
them in Repair. wy ito | 
We took up our Lodgings in a Country Town; 
the Road to it was exceeding ſmooth and pleafant, 
the Plains well cultivated, and full of Hamlets, ſome 
not | fifty, and none more than 200 Paces diſtant 
from each other, About a League from the River 
we met with a Cauſeway diſcontinued. in one Place, 
over which is a kind of a Wooden Bridge, ſupported 
by large Stones of ten or twelve Foot high. The 
Bridge is about 300 Paces in length, paved very 
handfomly with ſquare Stones. We afterwards paſs'd 
a Canal paralle] to the Yellow River, which runs 
directly North, and took notice of three other fine Cauſe- 
ways as we pas d along, which are the common Roads 
HFitherto we had not met with one Flock of Sheep 
in our Journey, but we had ſeen Plenty of white 
Goats, and black Hogs, but few-Cows-and Buffaloes, 
2 great many ſmall Mules, A ſſes, and a farry kind 
of Horſes, which are generally uſed for Travelling. 
The People are fo numerous that they perform the 
Offices of Beaſts of Burden themſelves, even to the 
carrying each other; and tho? the Land is very fruit- 
ful and well cultivated, yet it would not ſuffice to 
n The 
ouſes of the Suburbs and Country Towns, oo 
| | | yond 
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yond Hoai ngan, are made of. Reeds and Earth, and 
cover d with Straw. _ 

The 18th we travell'd cleven Leagues 180 Sl ie 
hien ; the Country ſtill continued flat and level, with 
ſeveral large Cauſeways, the Deſcent or Slopes on 
each Side of which are kept in Repair: . 
Cauſeways are commonly ten or twelve F. oot Bi 2 2 
and twenty five 'or thirty broad, which renders” 
velling very commodious and pleaſant. © "RG : 

Almoſt all the Day our Journey lay by the Side | 
of a ſmall River, whoſe Stream is very ſwift; by the 
Courſe it is probably the ſame we miſtook for an ar- 
tificial Canal the Evening before: The Land here is - - 
marſhy,full-of Water, — the Trebs which "of in 
that Place reſemble the Birch- Tre. 1 

Sou tfien hien ſtands upon à riſing Gre , the 
Walls are half in Ruins, and the Suburbs arg much 

referable to the City: Near the Walls appard'a 
Lind of a Palace newly built, which is a Monument in 


honour of the Emperor Cang bi, who p 
this City on his Way to Sou tchebu. principal 
Part of this Edifice is a ſort of an a 9x55 Sa- 
lon, on all Sides, with a double Roo coverd 
with ellow Tiles. _ 

On- the 19th we left Sou lſien; about half 4 
League hy — it we found ſeven flat Bridges lying 
all in the ſame Line: They are each 100 Foot long, 
with Rails on both Sides, and Triumphal Arches at 
beyond this they wee _ 
building another, and ſtill farthe$ we found a ninth, 
but not very neatly built. The Number of the Ca- 
nals, which ſeem here to form a kind of a Laby- 
rinth, make theſe Bridges neceſſary; the Country 
ſtill continues flat, but not ſo ſmooth and level as 
before, nor yet ſo well peopled nor cultivated as on 
the preceding Days; the Soil. is hard, black and 


8 and che Houſes made of Straw and E. b 
64 _ * m_ 


ory through : 
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| This Day and the following we travelPd but Six 
Leagues, and ſtop'd at Hone'h Hoa pou, a pretty large 
Town, where the Country had a better Aſpect, and 
the Hamlets were more frequent. We alſo met with 
4 ſort of Centry-Boxes for Sentinels, placed at pro- 
per Diſtances: The Cauſeway reaches no farther than 
| 1 then, On this Day we diſcover'd à Flock of 
Sheep, which was the firſt we had ſeen ;_ the Reaſon 
of this perhaps is, becauſe they let none of their Land 
lie uncultiyated, and conſequently there muſt be but 
little Graſs. 
| The 21ſt we began to ſee ſeveral Orchards FM 
[xd with Fruit- Trees: The Road in general, beyond 
1 ang ichecu, is entremely good and commodious; 
for thoꝰ it was the Depth of Winter, we did not find 
one bad Step; there is neither Dirt, nor Stones, nor 
the leaſt Incquality : After Dinner we went Six Lys 
farther ; on our Right we ſaw a Hill, whoſe Ridge 
runs North and South ; we lodg'd at Li kia chuang. 
As far as this Town we had ſcen lying in che 
Fields à great many Rollers, ſome hollow in the 
middle, ſome ſolid, which ſerv'd to level the Ground, 
and keep 1 it ſmooth. . On the 22d we croſs'd the little 
River, on whoſe Bank the Town ſtands, and four 
Leagues beyond came to..7” tcheou, where the Aſpect of 
the-Coun APR {till the ſame, and the Roads were 
dry. and andy : This City ſeem'd to be no more 
than half a League in Circumference; the Walls 
Were of Brick, and in good Repair. 
Ihe Governor e Bs a Viſit in our Inn, and diſ- 
patch d a Meſſengef to give Notice of our coming is 
yi the Road, ch proy'd very ſerviceable to us, we 
her we ſhould have found it c difficult in this Pro- not 
vince [Char tong] to have 155 a ſufficient Number of the 
Porters to have carry'd our Baggage. ON 
We pass d into one Part © the Suburbs, over a M 
Bridge with five ſmall Arches; it is of Marble, with pec 
| Nel the ſame, adorn' d with * indifferently wh 
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carv'd. Without the Suburbs Area great, Number, 
Tombs made of Earth, in the Form of 'a P 


with Inſcriptions engrav'd on Marble: We lodge 4 


Four Leagues beyond 7 tcheou, at a wretched Town, 


whoſe Houſes were made of Earth cover d with oy | 


ble; the Soil is ſandy, which renders the 
troubleſome to Travellers on account. of the ule, 


Beyond I tcheou the Country is not ſo open, for one 
begins to ſee quick-ſet Hedges of a ſtrong, rugged 


kind of a Thorn: At the diſtance of every half I 


we met with Sentinels in their Boxes, or Huts, 


which are about Twelve Foot high, made of Earth 


or Turf. They make Signals in the Night by put- 


ting Fire on the Top of Noir Huts, and in the * 
by hanging up Pieces of Cloth. 


The 23d we travelbd Nine or Ten Leagues 
the Morning the Country was very unequal, 
ſometimes we were forc*d to go down very. 35 
ſcents; the Land in many Places was barren; but in 


_ : * Y 
Lis. of "if 
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* 
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the Evening we came into a very fertile Plain, lying , 
between two Ridges of Mountains, one on the Eaſt, 


the other on the Weſt; theſe latter were high, „ 
10 the 


and craggy, and frightful to behold on account 
naked Rocks. | 


The Houſes of the Towns that we ſaw are built 
of Stone, in a very coarſe manner; the People are. / 


generally employ'd in ſpinning or weaving the gray 
Silk of Chan tong. It was there we firſt ſaw the 


wild Silk-Worms that live indifferently on all forts 


of Leaves, which produce a greyiſh Silk, of oo 


is made the Stuff call'd Hien tcheou ; it waſhes ver 
well, and is uſed throughout the Empire; „ tho“ it 


not very gloſſy, it is worn by Perſons of Quality 1 in | 


their own Houſes. 4 
The 24th we travell'd all the Day between barten 
Mountains, but the Valleys are well cultivated and 


peopled. We din'd at Mong in hien, A ſmall City, $ ” 
whoſe Walls are but Twelve Foot high, : and.in bad 
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Tho the Road was full of Aſcents and De- 
ſcents, it was very dry and good, but 3 
25th Wy went Eight 8 1 PRA 
e Suburbs of a. ſmall City, e 
Os Road lay through a fine level 
2 ited and cultivated, and aboundii 
Fruit- Trees: The Ridge of Mountains {till conti- 


gued on both Sides, e ee Rom the Il 
here and there a d an open Space, through 


which one might ice the Country at a vaſt Diſtance. - 


Tue 26th; after: having travell'd three Hours a- 


eu eld, and abounding with Fruit - Trees, 


ing, till we came to Tai gan tcheou, which lies at 


the Foot of a hideous Mountain, which covers. it 


Sign of the Ravages of War that we have hitherto 


fem the North-Winds: This City has a very a- 
Ble Situation, and the Walls are Twenty-five 
high; but the Houſes within are very deſpi- 


© The 27 th we reſted to give Time for our Bag- 
ech came a different Road, to overtake us. 
fe 28th we travelbd Nine or Ten Leagues among 
ſteep craggy Mountains, where very little of the Land 
was cultivated, tho*| the Towns were numerous e- 
peopgled : One Third of them had 
ings in their Necks: It is ſup- 
ter, which they are oblig'd to to 


| . 


e Inns are very inconvenient; the Beds are only 


inment is alſo very bad, tho“ Pheaſants are not 
much more than a Penny a piece. The Mountains, 


which I mention'd before, = not extremely high, 


but they are generally without any Trees: Some of them 


are cover d with Earth, and were formerly cultivated; 


and" their being neglected now, is the only remaining 
CS ok 


with 


mong fri ghtful deſart Mountains, we came to a Plain 
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Aſter Dinner we found the Country equally charm- 


"Forms of the Length of a Man: The En- 
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arte Any other Kingdom would have been 
uſted of Men, after ſo many unheard of Maß- 


oY „ I 


ſcarcely credible how many 


of Men bave peridrd by Famine, and Sword, tncs 
the laſt Emperor, of the Dynaſty of Mig. The Der 
cline of this Dynaſty began: Dy an. almoſt general 


Famine : | This Calamity favourable tO Aa 


Number of  Banditi, whoſe In Intention was to hea | 


open Violence; they enter'd, Sword in Hand, inte: 


= Towns and | Cris and taking from chence the 
choicelt young M 


Family, to = that they having neither Father, 


en, they maſſacred the reſt of the ; 
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nor Mother, nor Houſe, nor Home, 8 n ; 


firmly. attach'd to their Intereſt, 


The Heads of theſe Banditti made away a 
other, till at length there were * wg 
whom was ſo ambitious as to 
pire; to facilitate which Deſign, - he made himſelf 
Maſter of Peking, and oblig'd the Emperor to hang 
himſelf thro? ir; even whole Provinces were de- 
ich if you add.the War made. by the 
Tartars, . who. were invited to ſuppreſs the Banditti, 


conclude, that no Empire but China could 
ſuch Devaſtations without being intirely ruind. 
The agthl we travell'd three Leagues — 
Mountains as rugged and craggy as before: We 


paſsd by alan by. age a Cone, on whoſe Top wos 


a ſmall Pagod, to which they aſcended by very di- 


ficult Stairs of about 200 Steps. — nn 
pear'd in view an extenſive Plain, wherein wWeò n- 
velb'd the reſt. of the Day, very much incommoded 


with Duſt, otherwiſe the Road was extremely good. 
Az the end. of Nine Leagues we took up our Lodg- 
ing; but about two before we arriv'd,, we 


were oblig'd to paſs over a Bridge built before the 
ge of the City, el a River which was then 2. 


and the laſt Civil War, it will be no hard Matter te 


paſs d near a ſmall City calYd Tehang thn hien; v 


aſpire after the Em-. 
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very large ware Stan Piers, which make the 
Arches but The Poſts which ſupport the 


Rails are rudely 9 in the Shape of Animals; 
the whole is made up of a kind of blackiſh Mar- 


ble, quite rough and unpoliſh'd,- and the Pavement 
gf the Bridge is of the fame. We found a great deal 
of this Marble in the two "Provinces that we paſs'd 
thro”, but eſpecially i in this of Chan tong, wherein we 
are; and it is probable that the Mountains which we 


aw conſiſt: of K, becauſe in 'thoſe Places where the 


oe Earth was waſh'd away, they had! the fame Appear- 


ance... 

The zoth we travel d Ten Las in a cham- 
Country, well cultivated, and abounding with 
Hamlets or Villages, which one might eaſily 


' miſtake for Country-Towns. The Road is duſty, 


which incommodes Travellers very much : In every 
Town are ſeveral Pagods, which are the only Edi- 
fices built with Brick; ” af the reſt are of Earth and 


Straw: The Roofs and Parts near them are full of 
Ornaments, ſuch as Foliage, Birds, and Dragons, 


and are cover'd with red and blue japan'd Tiles. 


In the Country we beheld, from time to time, 


— Tombs made of Earth, in the Form of a Py- 
ramid ; and there are generally i in theſe Places ſmall 


Groves of Cypreſs, with a flat Leaf, which look ve- 


ry pretty. Betore Noon we d near 2% tching 
Bien; it is a ſquare City, whoſe Walls are made of 
temper'd Earth mix'd ——_ Straw; and, in ſeveral 
FR of Bricks harden'd by the Sun, and rough-caſt 
with Potters Clay; the Publick-Houſes, or Inns, 
nete molt wrerched wo Have pet ſeen, F 

"Beſides a great number of Towns which lie acroſs 
the high Road, we oſten meet with Inns on the Bor- 
ders ot it; theſe are miſerable Huts made of Reeds, 
or at beſt a kind of Cottages, with Walls 1 


5 1 
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This Bridge conſiſts of Nine Arches, ſupported by 
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un "ne Cut: INES 8 A _—— 
Mud and Earth, much frequented by the Vulgar: On 


the greateſt Fart of the Towers may _ ſeen: Ire Bulls 
inartificially caſt. \ 
The Extent of: our Journey on chit gelten Dede * 
bee, Within two Leagues of the Town Wwhere 
we lodg d, we ſaw / on our Left the City Pin yuen 
bien, whicts ſeem'd to be about two Leagues in Cir- 
cumference. We ſaw in the Suburbs we.paſs'd"thro*. 
an infinite Number of People, and a great many 
Timber- Tards full of Wood, for which there appear d 
to be a great Demand. e 
Eight Leagues from this City we found Te tebeou, 
2 large City; ſituate on the great Royal Canal, and 
encompaſs'd with fine Brick Walls: That Part of 
the Suburbs through which we MEG One appear'd like 
a City for Extent d Number 
tcheou the Road, which was before a little hollow, be- 
came level with the Ground about it, and, excepting 
the Duſt, was exceeding pleaſant. The Plain is as 
level as a Garden, full 5 ſmall Towns ſurrounded 
with Fruit- Trees, and diverſify d with Groves of CY, 
preſs planted near the Tombs, which form a very a 
greeable Landskip; the Soil is a kind of Potters 
Clay, but ſomewhat more gray and ſoſt, and the C 
are drawn by Oxen, in the ſame manner as by Horſts" 
in Europe; the Houſes are moſtly-made of Earth 
and are very low, with almoſt flat Roofs. They 8 
compos'd of Reeds cover d with Earth, and 
ed with Mats which lie upon the Spars and Ja 
One may judge by this S imen of the Goodneſs of 
the Inns, which are not ſo well built by much. ; 
uſe no Fire- Wood; their Principal F is Pit-Goal, 
and that cannot be cheap, for in the Inns they burn a 
great Quantity, of Reeds and Srobbley” of-which: chere 


is abundance. % r 
The Royal Canal; which Yew to the North of un 


N was frozen up, on which for half a ie - - 


[ 
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People. From = 


"ON 


- each other, that 


or Sixty, and their Breadth Eighteen or Twenty; 


the Chineſe 


he Gears bear- wes 


fig: "rt 2 Row of Barks, which hy ſo neat 
they ſeem'd to touch. Beyond 
Hang hoa pou we ſaw y a fort of ſquare 
Tae made of Brick, of two Stories: Their 
Height is about Forty-five Foot, their Length Fifty 


with Seven Battlements on one Side, and Three on 


other: Their Towns are incloſed with little Mod. 


Walls, with two Gates at each Extremity of the chief 
Streets, and over theſe Gates aro the Pagods, or Idol 


TE 
iſt of February, four Leagues from the Place 
where we lodg d, we enter d the Province of Pe tobe. 
41: We d through the Extremity of the Suburbs 
of King tcheou ; the Walls ſeem'd to be made of 
Earth; we judg'd it to be ſquare, like the reſt of 
Cities. Within the City a an Hexa- 
Tower of eleven or twelve Stories, but decrea- 
in Circumſerence as it riſes higher: There were 
Windows on all fides of each Story. We beheld fe- 


Parts of the Suburbs: The Inhabitants make uſe of 
theſe Towers to ſecure their Effects in troubleſome 
Times, and when they fear an Irruption of Robbers : 

The Houſes of the Country-Towns are of Earth and 
Strau, and their Roots are almoſt flat. To ſpeak in 
general, in all our Journey 
take notice of one Building, except blick ones, 
that was worthy of bd vin; We wok up our 


five Leagues beyond Ning tcheou, at a City 


2 Bien. It was there that we learn'd 


that the Empreſs, Mother of the Emperor Cang bi, 
— — * 


Diſtinction or 


Sign of Mourning. This Ceremony 


4 3 hens twenty-ſeven Days throughout the En- 


pre, 


- 


veral of the ſmaller Towers in the North and South 


. Bids ine yo we did not 


of the preceding Month, In con- 
formity to the Cuſtom of the Empire, we took from 
our Caps the Tufts of red Silk; this is accounted a 


Cnix A, Cuingss-TarTARY, Wc. ogg | 


ire, accounting ſrom the Time the News firſt, ar 
tv'd, and if any Perſon fails herein, he. is liable th | 


be punifh'd. 
The 2d was the Beginning of the Chineſe Year; 


this is obfery*d as a Time of RAGS for ys | ” 


Days: Beſides the common Sal e there were 
publick Diverfions, IHuminations, and F = Works. | 
This Day, after havin Kd: at a large Town ſe⸗ 


ven from Foy tebing, when we left the Town, 


we paſs d over a fine M dle Bri „about twent 


Foot lon 5 the Rails were of Mar e "2b, with Fi- 
gures in Baſſo iſo relievo, more accurately done than * | 
we had ſeen before: There is a great. 

Marble in this 9 the Country is 

well cultivated, full of T owns and V1l 195 

little Towers we mention d before are allo. 925 5g 
merous, infomuch that one would, at a diſtance, take 

the Towns to be ſo many Fortreſſes; all the Flow 
are made of Earth, with flat Roofs, _cover'd. w 
Straw. We met upon the Road a great number, of 
Couriers, with little Boxes at their Backs, wrap'd. in 
yellow Stuff, which is the Imperial Colour; the were 


any, carrying the News A the Deceaſe þ 0.06 

Ew to Gitrent Places. This Evening e tir 

vell'd four or five Logs: and, 1 he having par 

bo, bien, We * IP 90k; Lodging at  Kie 

4 il : | ang A 6 

0 y the 3d was eleven Leagues: Af * 

we had travell'd 5 two Hours, we. paſs d near 

the Walls of Ho kien fou, which might be about twa 
es in Compaſs; the Figure of it was {quare, 

alls and 1 of Brick, N in "FF | 
Repair: We tool Lodging at a City 
wt Gin kicou bien. The 2 ay of the Country that 

we paſg'd through, was much the ſame as the prece> - * 


ding Days: We obſerv'd in divers Places Marble 
Monuments, with Inſcriptions placed perpendiculary 
ly on the TOs of a great Marble Tortoiſe, From 

Ty Ning 
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Ning Po we had beheld neither Woods nor Foreſt, but 
all the Land was well cultivated, except that which 
was flooded, and a few barren Mountains. 
The 4th we left Gin kieou bien, which is a City of 
an oblong ſquare Form, about 1400 Paces in Cir- 
* cuit: The Walls and Parapets are of-Brick, with 
Towers at certain Diſtances, and are more than thir- 
Coun high; the Houſes, as well as thoſe of the 
try-Towns, are likewiſe of Brick, whoſe Roofs 
are very handſome. , 

Five Leagues from this City we paſs 'd by a large 
Trading Town, in the middle of which is a Triumphal 
Arch; immediately beyond this Town a Cauſeway 

„and a League farther we came to marſhy 
Land, through which the Cauſeway is continu'd a- 
bout 500 Paces, at the End of which is a large Town, 


with three Wooden Bridges over the fame Number of 
Canals. n 


Two Leagues from hence we. paſs d through the 
Hiong bien. The Street die unt thro*, is adorn'd 


four Triumphal Arches ; the Pillars ſtand u 7 


8 Baſes of white Marble about three Foot hi 
compoſed of four Stones bound together with Iron 
Hoops, and faſten'd with large Pins of the ſame Me- 
tal; the Pillars themſelves were of Wood. 
c Aſter we left Hiong bien, where we dined, we went 
| four Leagues farther to Pe keoy ho, a large Town, 
where we took up our Lodging, At the two Extre- 
mities of this Place are two Gates, with Pagods 
built over them; the Country- Towns begin now 


to be more neat, and the Houſes are cover d with 
thick Tiles. 


The 5th, at the diſtance of two 3 from the 
Town, we paſs'd ſeveral Canals; and one League 
farther we croſs'd Sin tching bien; it is of a ſquare 


Figure, and is no 'more than 12 or 1300 Paces in 
9 


5 40 . * 4 F ; * 
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CA Dinner we croſs d the City Do abron, througnm 


principal Street, which is very broad, and lies in a 
e L. Line. This City 183000 Paces in Circumference, 


and is better peopled than the reſt, TheSuburbs on the ob the 
North and South Sides of it are very large, the 
. handſome and ſtraight ; but the Houſes are low, after 


the Streets 


the Chineſe manner, none of them exceeding two Stories. 
At our Departure out of the North Fart of the Su- 


burbs we met with a very agreeable Proſpect; an the 


Right was a ſpacious Plain, which, as far as our 
Sight could reach, was without the leaſt Eminence or 


Inequality z on the Lett was a Chain of Mountains, an 
the Side of which our Road lay to Peking, and which 


ſeem'd to be the Bounds of the Province Pe tche'lt. 


Soon after we came to a Bridge of nine 


which are ſupported by Piers of ſquare Stone: The 
whole Work is ſolid and ſtrong, and the Bridge is 
paved with large ſquare Stones, and the Sides of it 


are wald or rail] with large Pieces | af Mar- 
ble, two Foot and a Half high, which ſlide into 
Grooves in the Sides of Poſts» made of the ſams: 
There are ſixty-two of theſe; Poſts on each Side. 


The a; of Marble in the middle are abopt»ſpx 


| 1 701 ng, but they decreaſe gradually towards each 
End of the Bridge. One Part of the Bridge is joinid 


to a Cauſeway made of Earth, about 500 Paces in 


Length; at the End of it is another Bridge made like 


the former, on each Side of which are: thirty-four 


Poſts. At the Entrance we. left on the Right a 


Che Pei, that is, a large Marble Stone placed in a 


large ſquare Room made of Brick; it is ſupported by 


a Marble Baſe, two Foot and a Half high, and four 


Paces ſquare. It is, doubtleſs, a Monument erected 


to the Memory of ſome iluftricus Perſon, of which 
we had ſeen ſeveral near the Road. 


For three Days paſt the Soil was more grey bd 
hard than uſual, _ we continued to meet an infinite 


N of Paſſen oing back ward * 7 
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Wie took { two Leagues from Th 
ichebu, at — FownicalPd 'Leou-ti bo. Wen 
-velFd "this Day twelve Leagues. 
The öth we left this 1 "Gas 1 we 
were got Out of the Suburbs, we found a very hand- 
ſome Bridge, about a hundred Geometrical Paces in 
Length, and twenty Fobt in Breadth, with two large 
Triumphal Arches at each End. The Rails or Side- 
Walls of the Bridge conſiſt of large flat Stones, ſome 
1white, others grey, which are ſupported by ſmall 
Pillars of the ſame, very much reſembling Mar- 
ble. Theſe Stones are artificially cut, and adorn'd 
with variety of Mouldings. I the Bridge is paved 
with large handſome flat Stones, to which is Hg 2 
great Cauſeway, twenty Foot broad, and ſix or ſeven 
hundred Paces long; it is paved in the ſame manner. 
Four I from Leou li ho 1s ſituate Leang hiang 
bien, a conſiderable City, but very indifferently wall'd, 
About a League beyond this, we paſs d over a fine 
Bridge, the Rails or Side-Walls of which are large 
* handſome white Stones: At the four Extremitics 
were placed the Figures of Elephants. We ſaw ano- 
ther, the great Stones on the * Side-Walls of which 
were carv'd like Rails. We travell'd this Day but 
three Leagues. 
We ſtop d at a Village eight IL en this fe 
- Peking, to wait for News from the Fathers of our So- 
"ciety, who were at Court. We there learn'd the me- 
lancholy News of the Death of P. Ferdinand Ver- 
bieſt, awtiich ha 2 the 28th of Famary. The 
Emperor l othing that was neceſſary for his Pre- 
"ſervation, whom he honour'd with his Favour. One 
of his thief Phyſicians was order'd to attend, | but too 
late, for he inform'd: the Emperor, to uſe his own 
Expreſſion, That. Nine Parts of bim in Ten were already 
"dead ;"and he accordingly expired a ſe Days after. 
The 5th, the Fathers at Court ſent an Officer of 
the Mathematical * to conduct us to 9 
| f one 
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Ni 


we were ſtopꝰd at the Cuſtom-· Houſe, but our Baggage 


Cuin A, CHIN E S E-TART AR „ c. 
None of them were permitted to come in Perſon, on 
Account of Mourning: for Pere Verbieft, which they 
were oblig'd to obſerve after the Cbineſe manner, 


We ſet 42513 on our Journey about Wen 


On this Road, which is forty Yards and u 
in Breadth, there was ſuch a dreadful Noiſe cauſed 
by the Multitude of People, Horſes, Mules, Aſſes, 
Camels, Chaiſes, Litters, and Carts, that it is im- 


poſſible to give you any tolerable Notion of it. 
We croſs'd Lou keou kiao about three Leagues from pl 


Peking : It is a little City, about 1200 'Paces in'gam- 
— the Appearance of it was very agrecable, -the 
alls were extremely well built, and it had two 


double Gates, with a Place for Arms, and handſome 
Rooms over it. At the Entrance of the City we 


paſs'd over a Bridge, the fineſt we had yet ſeen; 


the Arches were ſmall, but the Walls on each Side 


were made of a hard whitiſh Stone reſembling Mar- 


ble, Each Stone was five Foot long, three high, and 
ſeven or eight Inches thick, ſupported at each Ed 


with ſmall Pillars, adorn'd With Mouldings, and the 
Figures of Lions. I reckon'd, on one Side only, 147 


of theſe Pillars. It was paved with. large flat Stones, 


joined as exactly together as the F — of a Hall. 
The Walls of the City are handſomly built, and are 
Forty Foot high. The Rampart is not very thick; 

the raiſed Way is broad, and artificially made, as 
well as the Parapet, the Battlements of which are Ve- 
ry near each other. The Road from this City to Poking 


looks like one continued Street, there is ſuch a Number i 
of People continually paſſing backward and forward, 


Four or five hundred Paces from the farther Gate 


was ſuffer d to paſs without Examination. During our 
Stay, a Perſon open'd the Window of my Vehicle, 
and demanded if we were come to pay Tribute to the 
Emperor; ſor it is Wr that an 

2 5 


oo 


Woman was to 
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think themſelves to be, by far, the moſt conſiderable 
Part of the World, and all thoſe Nations that ſend 
- Preſents to their Emperors are their T ributaries. Thus 
they not only place Korea, Japan, Bengal, and Sar 
macand in that Number, but even all he n 
and the Muſcovites themſelves. 
About a League before we arriv'd at Peking, we 
ſaw all the Country over-run with little Groves of 
retty tall Trees, and enclos'd with Walls made of 
; Theſe are ſo many different Burying-Places, 
About Four in the Afternoon we enter'd Peking, 
*thro* a double Gate, as all the other Gates of the City 
are. It was quite cover'd with Iron Plates, faſten'd 
with a great many Rows of very large Nails. The 
Walls are from thirty to thirty-five Foot high, on 
which are placed ſquare Towers at proper diſtances, 
The Street thro* which we paſs d lay in a direct Line, 
and was in Breadth from forty-five to fifty Foot. We 
paſs d along it a good half League, in the midſt of 
an incredible Thoong of People; and yet not . one 
be ſeen among them. Every now 
and then we met with a kind of Mountebanks or Jug- 
glers, with Crouds about them of fifty or ſixty Men. 


A Stranger would naturally conclude it was the Time 
of ſome great Fair, or other publick Aſſembly. +» 
Me could not perceive the End of this large Street, 
when we turn'd ſhort into another. almoſt as large as 
the former, and the Throngs of People the fame. In 
both theſe Streets the Houſes are low, roo, 

but a Ground-Floor; and there is nothi 
the Eyes, but the Shops of the great 


r 


Which r Neatneſs and Riches excel moſt in Europe. 


* this Place was double, as before ; The ſecond or in. 


The Entrance into theſe ＋ is finely adorn'd with 
"Guiding, Paintings, and Sculptures, / in A Manner 
1 which is very beautiful to behold, - 


At the End of this Street we enter d into he Second 
City, that is, the City of the Tartars: The Gate at 


ward 


* | * i 22 1 + I | 
Cnini,"Cxintsr-Takxrary, &c. Tok | 
e Gard Gate has a large Edifice built over it, with a "=. 
Xl double Roof; it conſiſts of two Storie : The Tiles 
are japan'd, and the lower Part is adorn'd with 
Painting and Scul The Advance-Wall in the 
Place, which anfwets to the Gate, has likewiſe an 

Edifice erected over it, much larger than the former: 
delt is four Stories high, with twelve ſquare Windows in 
of each, which yields an agreeable Proſpect at che En- 
of trance of the ſecond Street of the Chineſe City. 
* When we were through both the Gates, we turned 
„on the right Hand to the Portugy gueſe 2 Jeſuit's Houſe, 
Y WY which is over-againſt, and not far from the Rampart. 
We paſs d thro three little Gates, into a ſquare regu- 
lar Court, on each Side of which was a handſome 
an ſquare Tower, the Tops of them were built in the 
5. Manner of an Obſervatory. In that on the right Hand 
vas a very fine Organ, and i in the other a Clock with 
— ſeyeral Bells. 

0 At the Beginning of the Chineſe Year, al Prking 


nc came to ſee theſe Curioſities, and the Court was ne- | 
ver pay from Morning till Night, during which' 
«4 Time the Organ play d, and the Chimes went; _ | 


many went into the Church, who were inform d, | 
me Perfon appointed for that Purpoſe, of the Mylterics 
- 7 reſented by the Paintings; inſomuch that ſeveral, 
who only ſought to farisfy their natural Curioſity, met 
unawares with Motives for their Co, to . 5 
Aren Faith. * 719 a 
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An * of the Journey. of certain Chi Ge 'Y 
From Siam to China by Land; extratted e es 


a their 01n Memoirs. © 
1. 0 travel from the Kingdom of Siam 2 China, ac- 
cording to ſome Chineſe Memoirs, it is neceſſary 
to croſs the Kingdom of Labos; the principal and 
_ beſt 


2402 Be Gnnnwnt Hie xen 38 


beſt peopled Cities through which they paſs, are Kiang 
hai, Niang ſeng, Kemeret mobang Hs the Capital of 
Labos — lee; Mobang long, the Capital of another dor 
Principality or Province, and Mobang Vinan, which the 
borders upon China, or which is Part of Ching itſelf. mo 
From Kang haii,. or * Mobang kiai, to M. Kiang ] 
ſerig;-is reckon'd ſeven Days Journey; from M. Kiang the 
Seng to M. Keinaral, ſeven other Days Journey; from tha 
M. Keinaral to M. Leng, eight Days Journey; from ſan 
M. Leng to M. Lee, ſeven Days Journey; from M. mii 
Lee to M. Meng, eleven Days Journey; from M. tha 
Men going towards the North, we came to M. Yman, la, 
from whence in a little time we come into China. ver 
From the Confines of the Kingdom of Siam to a 

N Leng. the Capital of Labos, there are a great ma- ¶ bes 
ny Woods and Rivers, and numerous Plantations, the 
Thy met with neither wild Beaſts. nor Robbers in all She 

3 heir Journey ; the greateſt Part of the Roads are Sitt 
= impaſiatye with Carts. + Ghi 
M. Leng, the Capital, hath e Walls nor For- che 
treſſes, but is incompaſſed with Paliſades 3. its Cir- aw 
cuit is about 400 ! every op is twenty Sig- In, 


* Fathoms. rer Ja 

On the Weſt of this. he ma is AA. : Co fong pi and Ta 
Rill further Weſtward: is f rags ſer 
pan. M. Co ſang pii was . inhabited by 100 


certain People called Tai yai, way the Country dich Sig 
they were Maſters of was a very large Kingdom ; it of 
took up three Months to travel round it, but at pre- 


. which joins to Ba 


that of Pabima pan. of 
The Siameſe have oſten been heard to 47 that on of 
the North of the Kingdom of Siam there were a tai 


People who had the fe Religion, the ſame Cu- M 
_ and the _ 3 with themſelves; and Be 


atk ** — — tai 

* All theſe IDE Cities are 2 evith the Title re * 
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that 
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theſe, things, even to the very 
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that it was from. this, Feople 


dem: And this, Nation, agcordip i 
themſelves, 1s the lame . e eh ern 
moirs call Tai yai The Tots fb det Dae, I a 
But becauſe = p Harm 
the Prieſts are the principal 
that the Country, which the Ging cal 
ſame. the; Tartars call I an, 
minions of the Sovereign 08 OL, 
that the City of Co 7 bi 
la, where the Grand. La 
verns all his Subjects — an. a 
This appears the more 
becauſe, the Religion. of, the al, 
the Stame/e.; 3 they have bath, +49 
. MET Col 
Situation ou 7 


in, a 
January and I All 5 5 un 18, b Ee, 
Talapoins of Siam are, ſtrict nſtant in the eg 


ſervation —— I e Lama afę more 
looſe. and unconſtant: "Hur this; Diverſity, 1s, rather; a, 
Sign of the Difference of their Nag NAT Fae, 
of Conformity in their Religion. 

Mo ang leng, Capital of La 05, 1s ſituate 59 N. the, 


Banks of Menan tai, or — lai, 


. 


— * ; 
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of the Riyer that runs through it, hh Ri N Mow all 


of Rocks, and hath its Riſe in e in a Moun- 
tain called Pang yeng, then taking its Courſe towards 
M. Camorel, it falls into the River / . kan towards 
Bem kiop, The River of Siam has its N By 5 loun- 
tain called King daun, and that of Nang b ee TR 
it ſelf into the; principal Riyer, of the KI 

Siam, commonly called > WA | 
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Th the Capital of the m of Labos there is 4 
great Plenty of Rice, and o very cheap, that for a 
a Foug, which is a few Halfpence of our Money, one 
may buy fifty or fixty Punc. 

There are few Fiſh, but to make Auench for that 
there is the Fleſh of Buffaloes, Deer, &c. in great 

Plenty. The Months of May, June and July, are the 
Seaſons for Fruit; which are the ſame Sort that we meet 
with in the om of Siam, baden n, e. . 
of Doarion, and Mungeuitosn. 

Five Days Journey from Mobang To twrkrds: the 
North there are Mines of Gold, Silver, Copper, and 
a kind of Red Sulphur of a very ſtrong Smell; 200 
Sone from the ſame City, and the ſame Side, _ | 
is a Pit or Mine of Precious Stones full 100 Senes 

from whence they get Rubles, ſome of which are as 
large as a Walnut. There are alſo i in the ſame Place a 
kind of Green Stones, or Emeralds, and it is ſaid that 
the King of Lahos hath' one as large as an Orange; 
there are alſo Stones of ſeveral other Colours. There 
is a Brook which runs thro? this Mine, and carries 
ſeveral along with its Stream, of which they ſome-' 
her an Qunce-weight at a tine. 

As for the Silver Mine, the King receives frogs it 
60 Catis yearly 3 they are Chineſe who work in the 
ines, and refine the Silver: The Mountains in which 

it is dug are 300 Senes in height, they are quite covered 
with Graſs, which the Dew preſerves | Soy freſh 
and green. 

There is alſo found here a Phyſical Root, which 
the Chineſe call Tong covei, and a kind of a Tree called 
Vende jang, which bears Flowers as thick as one's Fin- 

ger, lng a very delicious Smell; when theſe 

lowers open they are of ſeveral Colours, as red, 112 
yellow, white, and black, and when the Fruit comes vin 
to Perfection it is of the Shape of a Duck. There are in Son 

. — Country a great Number of theſe De ne all 
5 2 | try 
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The Inhabitants of 
Neighbours, without giving themſelves the Trouble of 
going amongſt them. Their Commodities are chiefly” 
Precious Stones, Gold, Silver, Tin, Lead, Sulphur, / 


Cotton, and Skeins of Cotton, Tea,! Lac, raff Wood, 4 - 


the Phyſical Noot Fong toui. 


. e . : ö 4 * 2 
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Mobang leng trade with hair , 


The Merchants of A Bag ie bring Elephatiy kgs 


trade with, the Cbineſe raw and manure: Silky” | 


Musk, white Hair as fine as Silk, which they 
from a certain Animal; of this Hair they make 1 
large Tufts that adorn the Ears of the Elephants, 

which the King of Siam rides upon, and which 


down to the Ground, as well as the red Tufts ores 


by the Chineſe in cheir ordinary Caps or Hats. 


The Merchants which come from 7 Fai, hien | 


lyes Weſtwatd, import Iron, red and yellow Sandal 
Wood, Linen Cloth, printed Callicoes; Veniſon; 2 


kind of red Phyſical Paſte; and other werbende 


from Indouſtan. 
Thoſe of M. Kemaral and N. Kiang 99 10 N. 1 
to ſell their Cows and Buffaloes for Silver, Tin 


Sulphur: M. Leng is tributary” to Havau, al WÞ. 


Arabaſſador; is ſent every Year to pay their Tribute . 
this does not hinder the Labos from appointing a 
Succeſſor when the King dies, but they are oblig d 
to inform the King of Havas thereof. 

The King of Labos has but one Miniſter, who 


rakes Cogniſance of the Affairs of State. There are 


reckoned eight Cities or Places in this Kingdom, 


which habe each of them a Garriſon of 1000 Men; 4 


beſides the 360 Catis, which he has yearly from the 
Mine at the North of M. Lenz, he raiſes 860 mote 
in the reſt of the Kingdom. 

- Mohang - Meng, the Capital of 1 pirtieutar: Pro- 
vince, hath on the Weſt” M. Pan and M. Kaa, on the 
South M. $/ce, on the Eaſt M. Tcheong"and M. Non, 
all which depend on Moang Vinan; this whole Coun” 
try is on this fide the Tropick, 112 that the is 


hever nntots over their Heads) 7 he 
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| The Province, of M. Heng. is ſeventeen. Days * 
ney, from North to South, and about ſeven from Eaſt 
to Weſt; there are ſeven Cities which depend on the 
Capital; ; a great River runs croſs, it, which riſes, in a 
Mountain the North, and loſes it ſelf in Menang cong. 
a Menang cong having run by M. Lee, M. Niang 
and M. Lantchang, it enters KS Kingdom of Camboye, 
| croſſes it, and falls into the Sea at the Bar of Baſach; 
this River carries large Barks, from M. Kiang Gong. 
and M. Kiang Seng as far as the Sea. 
The Soil of A. Meng produces all forts of OY 


which are found in Siam, except the Dourion and 


Mangouſtun; towards the Weſt, it hath. Mines of Tin, 
on the North are Mines of Silver, Copper and Lan, 
and on the South there is one of Salt. | 

The Chineſe traffick with M. Heng, and import 
their Merchandiſes, upon Horſes ; 
ſtrict the Animals that produce Musk ; there are alſo 
many of them in the Diſtrict of M. Tai yai; the A- 
nimal that produces Musk is as large as a little Goat, 
itz Body yields a very agreeable Perfume z it has un- 
der its Belly a Purſe three or four. times as thick 

one's Thumb; when they cut it off 1 it ſeems like. a 
Piece of Greaſe or Bacon; they-dry. it till. it is of a 
Conſiſtence that may be powdered and then ſell 
it in the Country for the ſame Weight in Silver; the 


Powder-is yellowiſh, and of a moſt delicate Scent. 


The — are forbid to {ell the true Bags to Stran- 
gers, for which reaſon they malte a, counterfeit Sort 
of the Skin of the — (4 which they fill with its 
Blood and other Humours, to which they add rotten 


Wood, and tye it up, and dry it. The Peaſants bring 


—— Quantities to M. Meng, which they exchange 

or things of little Value, wt thoſe of M. Meng ſel 

it for a great Price to Strangers, 

. ," Mohang Kemaral is a kind of Capital of a Diſtrict 
af the — Name, it is about 400 Senes in compals, 

and eight, Days Journey in length, and is; tributary 

to Havau; at the time when the Chineſe paſſed * 


take in this Di- 
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Cittxa, Cuintsr-Tartrany, Ofc. 


the Country, their King was called Pra tchiao olang 3 


they ſend Ambaſſadors yearly. to the King of Haan 
to carry their Tribute, which conſiſts of two ſmall 


Shrubs, one having its Leaves and Flowers, of n 


and the other of Silver, 
There are eleven Cities or Cn tha Diürick 
of Kamarett ; they are acquainted in thoſe Parts wick 


the Uſe of Fire-Arms, and have {worm ſmall Cans 


non, Muskets, Darts, and Croſs- 
When the Tartars attempted to make themſelxes 


Maſters of China, a great Number of Ching Fugis.. _ 


tives from the Province of Yum nan di their 


Neighbours of their Land, and ſettled there themſelves, a 
and the Inhabitants of Ramarett were forced to 2: 


bandon their City. 


Before the Chineſe had driven Wed away, 5 


came regularly every Year to trade with this Page. 
ple, and imported from China Melvets, Silks, Cam- 
lets, Carpets, Hair, blew and black Cotton Cloths, 

Musk, Quickſilver, Chineſe Hats or Caps, Kettles, 
and other Utenſils of Copper, green, Jewels, Gold, 
Silver, and Cbina Ware; inſtead of which they ca 
ried away Cotton Thread, Ivory, Salt of Earth, or 
Phyſical Paſte called arrays another fort of Phyfic 
cal Wood, called Inge by 
ing by the Siameſe, Ae a 4 Kinda 


from Havau, and the Chineſe came to ſetch them in 


be Months of Zamuary, February and Moreb, with 


a Deſign to return to China in the Month of April. 


M. Ttchai or M. Vinan is a Province of China, and 


probably the Province of 2% nan; for the Chineſe 


Memoirs ſpeak of four Rivers which take their Riſe 


in it, whereof the firſt takes its Courſe into the Pro- 


vince of Quan tong, the ſecond paſſes by H. — : 


long and M. Lun tchang, the third by M. Motima, an 

is called Menang kong, the fourth runs by M. Hava, 
and is called Menam kiou, and all four leaving the 
Province of Jun nan at length diſcharge themſelves 


into the Sea.  _Apvir- 


no Mokena Rove 
edicinal Root 
called Cot ſo: All theſe Merchandiſe were brought 
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App tn Arn to the Rees 


res takin Natice in another Place, that there is ſcarce any 


wo os erence between the greateſt Part of the Cities of China, 


t they are all near alike, ſo that ſeeing one is ſuff tient 


725 — an 245 all the reft. They are for the moſt part 


— when the Situation admits it, and ſurrounded with bigh 
Halle Ils, with Towers built againſt them at proper Diſtances : 
They. have ſometimes: Ditches, either dry, or N Water. 

ere are other Towers either round, hexagonal, or oftagonal, 


eight or nine Stories hi ith, Triu mphal Arches in the Streets, to- 
con — to Idols, or Monuments e- 


Ivable handſome T emp 


rected to the 2 of the ee of this Nation, and of theſe 
who baus done ſome 8 Service to the State, and 
the publick Good; in ſhort, ſome Je, Struftures are on 
remarkable for their vaſt E xtent than for their Magni ficence. 
Add to this ſome wht large Squares, long Streets, ſome very 
wide, others but narrow ; the Houſes on each Side have only d 
Ground Floor, or one Story higher. There are Shops adorned 
with China Ware, Silks, a and Bone Goods ; before the Door 
0 erf, Shop there is placed a al, upon this is fix'd a 
1 or eight Foot high, ei 2 painted or gilt; upon this 


chuſes for the Sign of his 8} 75 to diſtinguiſh it from all others: 


There is ſometimes inſcribe 


Name, with theſe We ords, Pou hou, that is to ſay, that he 
will not cheat you. This double Row of a kind o 1 Pilafters 


placed at an equal Diftance, make a Colonnade the 
of which is prett ek, a ; 


/ The Beauty of the Chineſe Cities conſift 
theught it proper to give at firſt this infifing tie Idea of them, that 


ht not be oblig d to make yy and tedious etitions in 


2 ing of the — Towns of each Province. For this Rea- 


I ſhall confine my ſelf to what is remarkable in them, either 
in reſpeft of their Situation, their Trade, or the Fertility of 


ent ai; and fhall enlarge on thoſe which are of the mo Re- 
putation, and are the moſh frequented ; what 1 ſhall ſay of the 


ne, will be fu efficient to give a neceſſary PR 9 them. 


are turote three lar; ze Cbaracters, which the Tradeſman 
it two or three Sorts of Goods 
which are fold in the Shop, and at the Bottom the Trader's 

er fpertive 
efly in this, I 
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The feb Province of the Empire of C China 
Pe tche li, or Tche li, or Li pa fou. 
ls Province, which is the Firſt and | 
== the Chief of the whole Empire, is N39 
Dad on the Eaſt by the Sea, on the N 
by the Great Wall and by a Part of Tar- 
1} == ry, on the Weſt by the Province of 
Chon %, from which it is ſeparated by ſome Moun- 
tains, and on the South by the Provinces of Chan to 
and Ho nan; its Figure is Triangular. It is divid 101 
into nine different Countries, which have each a Fo, 
or principal City of the Firſt Rank, on which 82851 
other Towns are dependant. Theſe Towns are 140 
in Number, twenty of which are Tcheou, or Towns of 
the ſecond Rank, and 120 are Hier, or Towns of the 
third Ras z not to en zn infinite N "x 
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110 De General HisTory of © 
| of Boroughs and Villages, ſome of which are as large 
as Cities, but have not that Name, becauſe they wr 

not encloſed with Walls or Dirches.  _ 
The Air is temperate; yet, tho? its. greateſt Latitude 
does not exceed forty two Degrees, the Rivers are fro- 
zen four Months in the Year, viz, from about the 
middle of November to the middle of March : Unleſs 
the Wind blows from the North, the Froſt does not 
cauſe that piercing Cold which is felt in Europe at ſuch 

a Time, which may be attributed to the nitrous Exha- 
lations which rife from the Earth, eſpecially when 
the Weather is clear, which is ſo conſtant that during 
the Winter the Sun is very ſeldom obſcur'd ; the rainy 
Seaſon is only towards the End of July and the Be- 
Panne of Auguſt; it ſeldom rains at any other time, 
but the Dew which falls in the Night moiſtens the 
Earth, which is obſerv'd to be dewy every Morn- 
ing. This Moiſture dries at the Riſing of the Sr a, and 
is ſucceeded by a very fine Duſt , which penetrates e- 
very where, and gets into Rooms which are ſhut up 
with the utmoſt Care. Thoſe who have tender Eyes, 
when they travel on Horſeback, wear a looſe Veil which 
covers their Faces, and is a Defence from thoſe Whirl- - 
'winds' of Duſt which riſe all around them, or they uſe 
other Precautions, which I ſhall mention in another 
Place. The Country is plain, but ſandy, and not ve- 
Ty fruitful; it produces leſs Rice than the Southern 
Parts, becauſe it has but few Canals; nevertheleſs, 
beſides what 1s ſown along the Sides of the Rivers, 
there is ſome ſown dry in ſeveral Places, which 
grows very well, but is harder, and therefore not ſo 
eaſily dreſſed as the other Sort. pre 
In other reſpects it 'plentifully produces all other 
ſorts of Grain, and chiefly Wheat and Millet; all 
ſorts of Cattle, Pulſe, and great Plenty of Fruit, ſuch 
as Apples, Pears, Plums, Chefngts, Walnuts, Figs, 
Peaches, Grapes, i Sc. | 1 1037 
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in a very fruitful Plain twenty I 
the Great Wall. It is called Peking, or the Court of 
the North, as the — — of Mang 
nun was natned Nan king, which is, The Court of the 
South, when the Emperors reſided there formerly: 
But at that time the Tartars, a reſtleſs and warlike 


)). ĩ˙ m ²ꝰ Bb og, 


Cray-fiſn. 


The Mountains fe great — ofPi-Ganl, Bo 


which is burnt: inſtead of Wood, it being vety- ſcarce. 


Conſidering, the ſpace of Time which theſe Mines 


have given Fuel to this 'Provinee, they muſt ceredinly 
be inexhauſtible. 


Ainong the different ſorta-of -Animalziof cis W- 


vince, there are a particular ſort of Cats which the 
Chineſe Ladies are very fond of, and wich they keep 


very denderly a they have long Hair, and hanging 
Ears. 


But what ele e e 


able is, that the Riches of the whole Empire are 


brought hither, the Northern and Southern Provinces 


ſtriving to outvy each other in furniſhing it with e- 
very thing they en that is moſt ee 


delicious. gif 91 


The People in general are not ſo een nor ſo b 


to learn the Sciences, as thoſe of the Soùthern Provin - 

ces; but they are ſtronger, more warlike, and better 
-able to, ann the Fatigues and Hardſhips of War. 
In this they reſemble the other ae e N 


Northern Provinces. 


'The Hu City, Piling, chu Chun * = 5 


of the Province, and of the whole Enpire. 


-apital of the whole Empire of China, und 
Reſidence of the Emperors, is ſituated 


Nation, who: made continual Irruptions into the Em- 


pire, obliged this Prince to remove his Court tothe 
Northern Provinces, that he might be noarer at hand 


_ 
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2 be ani en  Hroiday * 
to oppoſe them with the. numerous Tro6 'whi 
naps" attend his Perſon. ' - - 155 5 


The City is an exact Square; it is divided 1 
Cities : That which contains the Emperor's Palace is 


called Sin tching, the New City; it is alſo call'd the 


Tartar Ci „ becauſe the Houſes were given to the 
2 aftars, when the preſent Monarchy was,eſtabliſh'd. 
The ſecond is nam d [ Lao tching} the Old City: 
it may be alſo call'd the old Ching City, becauſe 
when the Chineſe were expelled the other City, ſome 
ot them retired into this, whilſt others fled towards 
dhe Northern Provinces, and were at length obliged 
to quit the Country, becauſe not only the Houſes of the 
-New City, built heretofore by Jung lo, about the Year 
1405, when the Court left Nan ting, but the Lands 
-achoming to the City, and to the neighbouring Cities, 
to a certain Diſtance, were diſtributed amongſt the 
Fartars, with a perpetual Exemption from all Taxes 
Whatever. In leſs than eighty Years the Tartars ate 
ſo greatly increas d, that they occupy almoſt all the 
New City; the Chineſe poſſeſs the Remainder, ſo that 
there is no Place empty in this, alcho' chere in 4 V4- 
in the Old City. 
The Circuit of the Walls of 5 two Cities aber 
without taking in the Suburbs, has been meaſured, aud 
does not exceed fifty two Chineſe Lys, ſo that it is leſs 
than Nan king; but there is a vaſt Difference between 
' the Height, the Breadth, and the Beauty of the Walls 
of theſe two Cities: Thoſe of Peking are grand, and 


. - worthy of the Capital of the greateſt Empire of the 


' World but thoſe of Nan are narrow, and do 
not ſeem to have exceeded thoſe of the Old City of 
- Peking, which are no better than the Walls of the 


4 common Cities of the Empire. A Horſeman may 


aſcend the Walls of the New City by a of a 
great Length; in ſeveral Places there are Houſes built 


- for a Corps du Garde: The Towers are built within 


f * one of which, after a certain 
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Number, is much la than the others, in which OY, 


may be placed ſmall Bodies of Reſerve. The Gates 


of the City, which are high and well vaulted,” 


E large Pavillions nine Stories high; each Story | 
Or nings wp Far of Windows or ort-Holes; the 


loweſt oy a large Hall, where the Officers 
and Soldier retire who come off the Guard, as 
as. thoſe who are to relieye. the Guard. | Before 


Gate there is an open Space left of above 360 Fert, 
which ſerves for a Parade, ſurrounded by a ſemicircular 


Wall, equal in height and breadth to that which in- 


cloſes the City, into which Parade the Entrance is al. 


ways on that ide which does not face the great Road 
which comes into the City; this Way is Again con- 


manded by another Pavillon like the firſt, that a 


the \ las of one can demoliſh all the Hoſe of the 


Town, the Cannon of the other commands che neigh J 


bouring Country. 
All the Gates of the City, "hich Ard abs ih N 


ber, have a double Pavillign built alike on the Plat- 


form of the Walls, and furniſh'd with Artillery: Any 


other Fort or Citadel would be needleſs, for 555 For- 


tiications are more chan ſufficiens to keep the People 
in Obedience. 

The Streets of. this Great City are 45 alot all 
id out with a Line, at leaſt a League in Len 

and about 220 Feet ＋ with . for the fi 

part on both Sides of the Way 
fuch a Pifference between thi... ttoets and t 
which, are poorly. built in Front, and very low. 


is ſurprizing to ſee the innumerable, Multitude of Peo- I 
ple who croud theſe Streets, and not a Woman as 


mongſt then, and the Confuſion cauſed by ſuch a 


vaſt Number of Horſes, Mules, Aſſes, Camels, og 
arſous 


Waggons and Chairs, without reckoning the v. 
Crowds of 100 or 200 Men in the Streets, at 
Diſtance. from each other, who gather about fome 


tl eee 


Fortune - Tellers, or. Players 45 Cups and . "I 


Voi. I.. 


r 
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Winch or to hear ſome Fellow who reads or 
kelates a comical Story to make them merry, or 


elſe to hear a fort of Quacks, who diſtribute their 
Medicines, and explain their admirable Effe& with 
Rhetorical Flouriſhes : Perſons of Diſtinction would 
be ſtopt every Moment, if they had not a Horſeman 
to go before and clear the Way. All the Riches and 


| the Merchandizes of the Empire are continually pour- 


ing into this City: It is uſual either to be carried in 
2 Chair, or more commonly to ride thro” the Streets; 
it is eaſy to find Hackney-Horſes or Chairs in many 
Places; for twelve or fifteen Pence 'one may hire 
a Horſe or a Mule for a whole Day; and as the 
great Crowds of People-fill all the Streets, the Owner 
of the Horſe or Mule often leads his Beaſt by the 


Bridle in order to make way; theſe People knoy 


exactly the Street and Houſe where any conſiderable 
Perſon lives: There is alſo a Book ſold, which gives 


an exact Account where every Perſon lives that has 


an „ Employment. 
7 Governor of Peking, who is a Mantcheou Tay: 


tar of Diſtinction, is called ¶ Kiou men titou] the Ge- 


neral of the nine Gates; and the People, as well as 
the Soldiers, are under his Juriſdiction in every thin 
that relates to the Civil Government and the Publick 


"This Policy cannot be exceeded, and it's ſurpriſing 
8. 5 | 1 Tranquility that is maintained a. 
an almoſt? infinite Number of Chineſ⸗ 


: 5 75 tar It ſeldom happens in many Years, that 


any Houſe is broke open by Thieves, or that any 
Murder is committed : There is indeed ſuch exact Or. 


der obſerv'd, that it is next to im ſſible that ſuch 


Crimes ſhould be committed wi any manner of 


Impunity. 
All the great Streets, which are drawn by a Line 


from one Gate to another, have ſeveral Corps de Garde, 


Night and Day the Soldiers, with their we” by 
eir 


chaſtiſe thoſe who make any Diſturbance ; they have 
Power to take j into Cuſtody w whoever. refſts or cru 


any Quarrel, _ + 
The little Strects, which come into the greater, hee | 


Gates inads in the ber e Saris, which do not 


revent ſeeing all that paſs along; they are guarded 
— the Corps — Garde placed over againſt them in 


— Great Street: There are alſo ſome Soldiers on Dur 


ty about the Middle of almoſt all theſe Streets: The 
Lattice Gates are ſhut at Night by the Corps de Garde, 
and are ſeldom open d but to Perſons known, who 
carry a Lanthorn in their Hand, and who give a good 


Reaſon for coming out, een it ene be . | 


a Phyſician, 


As ſoon: as the firſt Stroke 1 i en by the Watch 
on a great Bell, a Soldier or two come and go from 


one Corps de Garde to the other, and as they . 


along they play continually on a ſort of Rattle. 
They do not ſuffer any Perſon to go about at Night, 
and they examine thoſe who are ſent upon the Em- 
peror's Buſineſs; if they find their Anſwers any Hed 
ſuſpicious, they put them in Cuſtody of the Corps 
Garde: This — de Garde muſt alſo anſwer every 
Call of the Centinel who: is on Duty: Tis by this 


beautiful Order, which is obſery*d with the greateſt | 


Strictneſs, that Peace, Silence, and Safety, reign 
throughout the City: It muſt be added, that not only 
the Governor 1s obliged to walk round the Town, and 
comes when leaſt expected, but the Officers alſo who 


keep Guard on the Walls, and on the Pavillions of ‚ 6 


the Gates, where they beat the Watches on great 
Drums of Braſs, ſend Subalterns to examine the Quar- 
ters which belong to their reſpective Gates: The leaſt 


bro 
This exact Diſcipline, which prevents all Nocturnal 
3 will no doubt appear very extraordinary 


Ciuins, Curntsr-Tarr kn, Ofc, 
their Sides, and Whi « 4g their Hands, are ready to 
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in n not pleaſe Perſons of Quality, the 
But is it not the Duty 


ing Night and Day, it is their Duty to fee that every 
Perſon cleans the Street - before his Door, that it 18 


7 a 


"Ne « Arne: ee, a ho * 


Rich, and what we in general call the Grand Monde: 
of the principal Perſons of a 
State to prefer good Order and publick Security to Di- 


- verſions, which give Riſe to an infinite Number of At- 


——— ns 
Nothing appears more agreeable to Reaſon, 

TFartars, a People without Learning, lately come 
rom the midſt of Woods and Foreſts, and who ate 
not 'd by the True Religion, are govern'd 
by theſe Principles, and by this prudent V 1gtlance 
cut off the Root of the many Crimes which are but 


too common in States, which are not ſo well 
— — indeed very expenſive ta the Em- 


, for Part of the Soldiers I have mentioned are 
entirely to take care of the Streets: They are 
— —ę— large: Beſides their Watch» 


every Day, and water d Night and Morni 
Weather, and that the Dirt is taken away 
wn and as the Streets are very wade, one of their 


the middle of the Streets very clean for the 
venience of Paſſengers: After they, have taken up 


chief Employments is to work themſelves, and to 
Con 


the Dirt they level the Ground, for the Town is nat 


If 
the Streets 
muſt 


the Streets clean, eren when the Emperor is abſent. 


paved, or they dry it after it has been turn d, or mix 
« with other dry Earth, fo that two Hours aiter grrat 
Rains ne may go clean to all Parts of the Town. 
Earn Brinn tan oo 
o are commonly very bad, 
mean thoſe of the Old — are 8 
ry fo well kept as the other; for in the New 


own the Soldiers are continually employ'd to keep 


There is a ſecond Wall in the New City, which iz 
but low and narrow, yet it is adorn d with great 
. where nn kept: This Wall is call'd 


[ Hoang . 
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dye, by different from the European, yet it ſtrikes the 
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Wall; its Southern 


Emperor's Palace, abou 

100 Fathom Diſtance | from incipal Gate of the 
City, and which n and is call'd- 
dien men by the People; tho? the true Name ¶ Jabiug 
yan men] the Gate. fronting the Mid. Bay Sun, is in- 
Mir Per d r Heap of 
This is a prodigious Heap o great Bad- 
re Gardens; it is encloſed by a 
of Brick about twelve Chizeſe Lys round: This 
Wall has Battlements 


along the Courtaine, and is a- 


A 
Gate there is a more loſty Pavillion, 
and ſurrounded by a Gallery xs 
22 Palace, becauſe this Compaſa 


Pillars, and — 7 our Perity 


partments of the Em and his Fan. 

The Space which is been the firſt Wall I ang 
iching} and the Incloſure of the Palace is above — 
0 1 Circumſerence, 2 ny up by | 
* belong to particular fficers 
Houſehold, or to the Eunuchs, or to do 
bunals, ſome of which have the Care of pray Ang Ne- 
ceſaries for the Service of the Prince, ry the others 


are to preſerve the Peace, to judge all Diſputes, and | 


determine all Cauſes, and to n 
mitted by the Servants of the ape — 
Notwithſtanding, in caſe of any flagrant Crimes 
fully proved, the Tribunals of the Palace, Ale 
the Inner Tribunals, fend the Criminals to the Exte- 
rior Tribunals, which are the Great Pribungls of * 


Empire. 
Altho' the Architecture of the Imperial Palace is. 


*. the Grandeur and regular Diſpoſition of the 
A and by the Structure of the Roofs, which 
waar Ros — and A ay * The — | 


3 


119 Pe Grvinit Hierony of 
cbver'd with varniſh'd Tiles of fuch a beautiful Yelz 

low, that at a Diftance they appear almoſt as bright - 

as if they were gilt: Another Roof as bright as the 


former ſprings from the Walls, and ranges all round 
the Buildings, and this is ſupported by a Foreſt of 
Beams, Joiſts and Spars, all japan'd with gold Flowers 


on a green Ground: This ſecond Roof, with the Pro- 


jection of the firſt, make a ſort of Crown to theſe 
Structures, which has a very fine Effect: Whatever 


difference there may be in the Gotit of Architecture, 


it is certain that theſe Apartments, with their Courts 
ſurrounded by Galleries, and ranged one after the 


other in regular Order, form one entire Structure, 


„* 


which is extremely grand, and worthy the greateſt 


Empire of the World. 


The Terraſſes upon which the Apartments are built, 
contribute very much to give them that Air of Gran- 


deur which ſtrikes the Eye: Theſe Terraſſes are about 
fifteen Foot high, cas'd with white Marble, adorn'd 
with Balliſters of pretty good Workmanſhip, and open 


only at the Steps placed on each Side, and in the 


Middle and Corners of the Front: The Aſcent in the 


Middle is only a Slope of Marble conſiſting of one of 
two Blocks, having neither Steps nor Landing- place. 


No Perſon is permitted to paſs this Way into the 
Apartments, the Emperor alone is carried thro? in 
his cover'd Chair upon Days of Ceremony. Theſe 
Terraſſes, before the Windows of the Apartments, 


make a broad Plat- form, paved with Marble, which 


in their length from Eaſt to Weſt-always project 


ſeven or eight Feet beyond the Building; ſuch is the 


Apartment where the Emperor reſides, and ſuch is 
that. which is more to the South; and which is open 
to all the Mandarins of the Empire, it is call'd ¶ Tai 
bo lien] the Hall of the Grand Union, © 85 

The Mandarins range themſelves in the Court of 
this Hall on the Days appointed for the Ceremonies, 

CEE + which 
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Looking-Glaſſes, Sconces, or Paintings. 
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new their Homage: Theſe Ceremonies are perform'd 


as well in the Abſence of the Emperor, as when he 
is preſent ; it is very common to ſtrike the Forehead 
on the Ground before the Gate of the Palace, or be- 
fore one of the Royal Halls, with the ſame Ceremo-, 


nies and Reſpect as before the Emperor himſelf. ſeat- 


ed on the Throne. whack, 41 „ = 
This Hall is about 130 Foot long, and almoſt 


* 


ſquare; the Cieling is carved Work pan's green, 


and charg'd with gilded Dragons; the Pillars with⸗ 
in, which ſupport the Roof, are about ſix or ſeven 


Feet in Circumference at the bottom, incruſted with a 


\ kind of Paſte, and japan'd with Red; the ne 


is partly cover d with an ordinary ſort of Carpets, 
imitating thoſe of Turkey; the Walls are deſtitute ot 
all Ornament, very well whited, but without Tapeſtry, 


The Throne, which is in the midit 


. 


ficent, and without any Inſcription but the Word. 
Ching, which ſeveral Authors have tranſlated. by the, 


Word Holy; but it is not always us'd in that Senſe,. 


for it is ſometimes better interpreted by the Latin 
Word Eximius, and by the Engliſ̃ Word Excellent, 
Perfect, Wiſeſt : On the Platform before the Hall are 
placed great and maſſy Veſſels of Braſs, in which 


Perfumes are burnt during the Ceremony, and Can- 


dleſticks made in the Shape of Birds, large enough to 


hold Flambeaus: This Platform in continued beyond 
the Hall [Tat ho tien, ] extending towards the North, 

and has two other leſſer Halls, but which are hid 
from Sight by the [Tai ho tien; ] one of theſe ſmaller 
Halls is a very pretty circular Room with Windows. 
on all ſides, and ſhining with Japan of various Co- 
lours. Here the Emperor (as it is affirm'd) repoſes: . 
ſome time before and after the Ceremony, and changes. 


* 
. ** & | T a4 
i 


his Habit. (OLED Mg 


conſiſts of a lofty. Alcove, very neat, but not magni- 
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_ "This eircular Hall is but a few Paces diſtant from 
à ſecend, that is longer than wide, the Door or 
which ſtands towards the North. The Emperor is 
oblig*d to paſs thro! this Door when he comes i from 
his Apartment to aſcend the Throne, and there to re- 


ceive the Homage of the whole Empire: He is 


then carry'd in a Chair, by Chairmen dreſs'd in a long 
red Veſt embroider d with Silk, and wearing a Cap 


% 


with a kind of Plume of Feathers. - 


zee Feet long, and 250 wide: Upon the Gallery 


Which ſurrounds it are the ee Magazines 
of all valuable Goods, for the Treaſure or Finances 


of the Empire are kept in the Sovereign Tribunal 
[Hou pon: J Theſe Magazines are open'd on cer - 
tain Occaſions, as upon creating an Heir to the Em- 

pine, or an Empreſs, or Queens, Sc. One containg 
. 


and other Works of different Metals; a ſecond 


bibs vaſt Quantity of the fineſt Sort of Skins; in a, 


third are kept many Habits lined with various Furrs 


of Foxes, Ermine, or Zibeline, which the Empe- 
ror ſometimes beſtows on his: Servants ; there are 
ſome of Precious Stones, of uncommon curious Mar- 


ble, and of Pearls which are found in Tartury: The 
greateſt Magazine conſiſts of two low Stories, and 


15 full of Cheſts of Drawers, which hold all manner of 


Silks that are made. on puypaſe for the Emperor, and 


His Family at Nan king, Hang tcheou, and Sou tcheon :- 


Theſe are the beſt Silks of the Empire, becauſe they 
are made under the Care and Direction of a Manda- - 


. eee e 


The other Magazines are for Arrows, Bows, and 
Saddles, whether they are made at Peking, brought 
from foreign Countries, or preſented by great Princes, 
and geſign'd for the Uſe of the * £1 
BRO "8 il 


Tue Court which is before this Imperial Hall IT. 
ho lien] is the largeſt in the Palace; it is at leaſt 
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There is one alſo where they collect all 
moſt cxq uifite Sorts: of Tea that are to be found 


in China, "With various: ſorts. of nen and n | 


Drugs which are moſt in efteem,  . 

This Gallery has five Doors; one to the Eaſt, 2. 
nother. to the Welt, and three more in the. . 
Front, but thoſe in che middle are never open d but 


for the Emperor: The Mandarins, who come to per- - 
form the Ceremony before the Laperial Falte eau 3 
by the Side-Doors. _— 
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by a Stair-Caſe of Marble, adotn'd with: two. 


Lions of Copper, and a Baluſtrade of white Marble 3 
the Steps are made in the Shape of a Horſhoc, n 


the Bank of a little Serpentine River that runs thrg?; 
the Palace, over which there are Bridges of the fame, 


Matter. It would be endleſs to deſcribe all the Edi- 


fices of this Palace; theſe are the moſt magnificent 1 im 955 


the Opinion of che Chineſe and the Tartars, and are 
ſufficient to give an Idea of this Work. __- - 7 


The Palaces of the Emperor's Children, andthe. 
other Princes of the Blood, are very neat within, ex 


tremely capacious, and built at a great Expence; the 


ſame; Deſign runs thro the Body of the Work, and in 


the Qrnaments, viz. a Row of, Courts, adorn'd with. 
Buildings on the Sides, and in Front a Hall japan d, 


and — — a Platform three or four Feet high, 


border'd with great Blocks of hewn 8 and pav d. 
with large ſquare Tiles: The Doors, w e | 
ave: 


rally open into ſome By-Streets little a 


no other Ornament than two Lions of Braſs or white: . p 


Stone of but indifferent Workmanſhip, without any 


Order of Architecture, or any Sculpture in 3 
ſuch as there generally is in the Triumphal. Arches. | 


I ſhall enlarge no. farther here on this 


Edifice, . "ld 
dat tia — 1 


ö 
| 
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| another Place; what I ſhall ſay of it in the Sequel, 
2 


with what I have here deſcribed, will give 
Knowledge of it. that can be defired. | 
The Tribunals of the Sovereign Juriſdictions are 
alſo of vaſt Extent, but ill built, and worſe repair'd; 
they are no ways anſwerable to the Majeſty of the 
Empire: I have already ſaid there are Six, which 1 
ſhall juſt mention, becauſe I ſhall hereafter ſpeak of 


them more particularly. | 


The Firſt, which is the Lii pou, recommends the 


Mandarins, who are to govern the People. 


The Second [Hou pou] ſuperintends the Tribute. 


The Third [Li pou] is to maintain the Rights and 
Cuſtoms of the Empire. | 


The Fourth I Ping pou] has the Care of the Troops, 
and of the Pofts which are in the great Roads, and 


which are maintain'd at the Emperor's Expence. 


The Fifth I King pou ] determines all criminal 


. Cauſes. - | 


The laſt [Kong pou] has the Inſpection of all pub- 
lick Works. | 5 k! 
All theſe Tribunals are divided into different 
Rooms, among which the Buſineſs is diſtributed; there 


are not the ſame Number of Rooms in each Tribu- 
nal, ſome having much more Employment than 
others. There are ſeveral inferior Tribunals under 


theſe ſix Sovereign Courts; for Inſtance, the Tribu- 


nal of the Mathematicks ¶ Kin tien kien} is dependant 
on the third I mention'd : It is alſo divided into two 
Rooms, of which the principal and moſt numerous, 
[Li ko] has the Care of calculating the Motions of 


the Planets, and of every thing that belongs to Aſtro- 
nomy : The other Luton] beſides its proper Buſi- 


neſs, is employ'd to determine the Days moſt con- 
venient for Marriages, Funerals, and other Actions 
of the Civil Goverment, about which they take but 


little Trouble, copying generally an ancient Chineſe 


Book, in which theſe things are already ſettled, ac- 


cording 


Cunrxn4,Ctinzsr- Taktaty, Oc. 
cording to the current Year of the Sexagenary Cycle; 
or Chineſe Century. "by Gd 7 4 
"Theſe ſix Sovereign Courts do not meddle witli 
Affairs of State, but when they are referr*d to them 


by the Emperor, who commands them to del iberate 


upon ſuch Affairs, or to put them in Execution: 


Upon theſe Occaſions, as they ſtand in need of each 


other, they are obliged to agree together, to the end 
that the Money, the Troops, the Officers, and the 
Equipages may be ready by the Day appointed; ex- 


cept in theſe Caſes every Court is confined to their 


own proper Buſineſs, and they have undoubtedly Em- 
ployment enough. In ſuch a vaſt Country as China, 
the Care of Repairing the publick Works, the Go- 
vernment of the Troops, the Regulation of the Fi- 
nances, the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and eſpecially 
the Choice of Magiſtrates, being different Functions, 


were united under one Tribunal, it would cettainly- 
produce a Confuſion in their Reſolutions, anda Slow-" 


neſs in Action, that would ruin every thing; hence it 
was expedient to create ſuch a Number of Mandarins, 


5 


both at Court and in the Provinces, © 


But as in ſuch'a Multirude it would be difficult to 


find the propet Perſon to apply to upon particular 
Buſineſs, to remedy this Inconvenience there is 4 
Book ſold, which may be calPd, The State of China, 


which contains all the Officers Names, their Surnames, 
their Employments, and diſtinguiſhes their | 
of Doctor, Batchelor, c. and whether Tartar or 
Chineſe : It alſo ſhews in particular the Changing of 
the Officers of the Army, as well thoſe that are in 


Garriſons, as thoſe that are in the Field; and to de- 


note thoſe Changes without reprinting the Book, they 


make ufe of moveable Characters. 


All the Tartar Families live at Peking, or in its 
Neighbourhood, and are not Tuffer'd to remove from 
thence without the ſpecial Order of the Emperor 
hence it is that all the Tatar Troops, nn, 


% 
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3 the Emperor's, are always in a manner near his Per- 


3 . * the . of the Tar- 
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ſon; here are alſo ſome Chineſe Troops, who former-. 
ly. enter'd into the Service of the Tartars, and who 


are called on this Account the Tartarisd Chineſe ; 


,are well paid, and always ready to fly, on the 
Order, to cxtinguiſh the Fire of Sedition where- 


fi 
ever it breaks out, which is perform'd with wonderful 


f Secrecy and Expedition. 
Theſe Troops are divided into cight Bodies, each 
of which has a Banner diſtinguiſh'd by the Colours, 
- viz, Yellow, White, Red, and Blue; or by the Bor. 
der, 'viz. yellow with a red Border, white with a 


red Border, red with a white Border, and blue with 


a red Border. The Green belongs to thoſe Troops 
that are entirely Chineſe, which are therefore call d 
[Lou ki] The Soldiers of the green Banner. Each Ban- 
ner of the Tartars has a General, calfd in Tartar 
| Mantcheou, Cou Santa: "This General has under him 


ſeveral great Officers [ Meireinichain] who are like 
our Lieutenant-Generals, and on whom depend 


ral under him two Officers of each Nation: 
Each Body 5 roooo effective Men, divided into 


100 [Nu rous] Companies, each of 100 Soldiers; fo 


that if we reckon the 
thoſe of ſuch a Number of 


s Houſhold, and 
rinces, who have their 


and Soldiers, we ſhall readily allow the Truth of 


that common Opinion, That there are always 100,000 


Horſemen maintain'd at Peking. 


By this we may judge of the Forces of the Em- 
ire; tor beſides the Cavalry 


d reckon the Foot- Soldiers that are at Peking, 


| thoſe along the Great Wall, in the vaſt Number of 


Forts built to defend it (cho they are not ſo nume- 


-* +» & lar, 


8 
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ſeve- 

mul other Officers ſubordinate to each other: As each 
| 3 4 is at preſent compos d of Mantcheous Tartars, 

Tarlars, or of Chineſe Tartari?d, the Gene- 


Attendants [Po jo nu rous] with the Pay of Officers 


J have mention'd, if we 
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pire, it would be ſound that the Number will amoumt 
to 600,000, as it is affirmd; ſo that we may 0 
that China keeps up, in time of the moſt 

Peace, an Army able to reſiſt the moſt ſo 
1 only to maintain che publik 


guiſh the ſmalleſt Sparks of a Revolt. 

Such a vaſt Body as China muſt neceſfarily been 
bly. agitated, upon any Commotion, therefore all tha 
Policy of the Chineſe M is exerted to prevent, 
and ſtifle immediately publick Diſturbances: 
There is no Pardon to expected for a Mandarin. 


whoſe People revolt; let him be never ſo innocent; 


he is at leaſt look*d upon as a Perſon of no Talents; - 
who ought to be depriv'd of his Employment (if 
puniſh'd in the moſt gentle manner) 
6 theſe Matters are always W. 
ferred by the Viceroys and Governors of the Pro. 
vinces : Theſe Tribunals deliberate upon the Infor--. 


mation, and preſent their e 2 
„ | 


who confirms or rexetts: 2 

| Thele Sovereign Courts have no 
or, or the Grand Council : When this Prince 
convenient to call one upon \ ſome it 


Affair which has been already decided by one of theſe & 


Courts, they preſent their 
the Day ted, and often treat with the Empe- - 
_ ror himſelf, who confirms or rejects them by ſignings 
them with his own Hand: If he retains them, they - 
wait ſome time for his Orders, and 'tis then the Bu: 
lineſs of the great Mandarin, calld in Chineje. Are 
and in Tartar, Alia gata, to learn his Pleaſuree 
The Papers preſented by the Preſidents of iſt 
Sovereign Courts, called in - Chineſe,” Chan chu, and” 
in Tartar, Alia gamba, ought to begin with a Title” 
of the Subje&t of the-Buſineſs ir relates", and 
with the Opinion of the Court, whoſe Cognizance the 
Affair properly belongs 6 The 


Opinions 1 In Writing on 
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tars) with the other Forces ſcatzered tho che Em- 


to provide againſt Seditions, and to a. 


by the Tribunals 
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_ out of the Royal Treaſury. There is no Remedy, 
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The Emperor diſpoſes in the fame Manner of all 


the Employments in the Em __ without being ob- the 


liged to give them to thoſe are * z tho? thi 
he generally confirms them, - after having himſelf ex- ret 
amined thoſe who have drawn their Employments by WU ha 
Lot, in the Manner hereafter deſcribed. As to the of 
chief Poſts of 7; ſong tou and Viceroy, they are always in 
named by the Emperor himſelf : It will ſcarcely be WI 
believ'd that the preſent Emperor condeſcends to ex- fri 


amine himſelf the Croud of Mandarins, of- which th 
ſome are advanced to ſuperior Offices, and others en- m 
tering upon the firſt Employments ; nevertheleſs it is 


certainly true, and this ſhews his great Application to an 
the Government of the State, he will ſee every thing 31 
with his own Eyes, and will truſt no Perſon in chus fo 


Magiſtrates for the People; | 8) 

is Authority is abſolute, and almoſt anlindited Y of 
A Prince of the Imperial Blood cannot uſe the Titles, fo 
nor receive the Honours of his Rank, without the | 
Emperor's Permiſſion ; and it his Behaviour does not 
anſwer the Expectation of the Publick, he loſes his 
Quality and Revenues by the Emperor's Order, and 
is only diſtinguiſh'd 3 by the Yellow Girdle, 
which is worn both by Men * Women of the 
Imperial Family, and who have a tolerable Penſion 


by the Laws, agninſt the Abuſe of Authority, but by 
the way of Remonſtrance; for this Purpoſe the Laws 


have eſtabliſnꝰd Publick Cenſors, whoſe Duty it is to 

admoniſh the Emperor by Petitions, which are diſ- 
perſed thro? the Empire, — which the Emperor can- 
not reject without hurting his Reputation; the Na- 
tion looking upon this En Employment as an Heroic Bra- 
very, the Emperor mould do them too much Ho- 
nour, if he ould happen to uſe them ill, and draw 
upon himſelf ſome odious Names, which the Hiſto, 
Fans would with great Care tranſmit to Poſterity. 
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Theſe Cenſors ſeldom or never will be deny*d': If 


the Court or the great 'Tribunals endeayour to evade 


the Juſtice of their Complaints, by ſome Rebuff, they 
return to the Charge, and make it appear that they 


have not anſwer'd conformably to the Laws. Some "= | 


of theſe Cenſors have perſevered two Years together, 
in accuſing a Viceroy ſupported by the "Grandees; 
without minding Delays and Oppoſition, - or being 
frighted at the moſt terrifying Menaces, till at length 
the Court has been forced to "degrade him, that it 
might preſerve the good Opinion of the People. 

But if in this ſort of Combat between the Prince 
and the State, in whoſe Name the Cenſor ſpeaks, the 
Prince happens to yield, he is immediately prais'd 


ſor it in a publick manner, and loaded with Pane - 


gyricks by the whole Empire; the Sovereign Courts 
of Peking return him Thanks, and what he has done 
for Juſtice is eſteem'd a ſingular Fa vou. 
Tis owing to this good Order which is obſery? 
at Peking, and that ſets an Example to other Places, 
that the Empire-enjoys ſuch a long Peace and happy 
Tranquillity : It may alſo be attributed to the fa- 
vourable Situation of China, which has no Neigh- 
bours but little Nations, that are half Barbarians, and 
unable to undertake any thing againſt ſuch a vaſt 
Kingdom, while its Forces are well united under the 
Authority of their Sovereign, The Mantcheoux, who 
conquer it, took Advantage of the Troubles of the 
State, which was over-run with Rebels and Robbers, - 
and were brought in by the faithful-Chine/e, who de- 
fired to revenge the Death of the Emperor. . 
I could not help enlarging on this Capital, becauſe 
it is like the Soul of this great Empire; but I ſhall 
be much ſhorter in deſeribing the other Cities, 
eſpecially thoſe which contain nothing remarkable. 
I ſhall only add, that beſide the general Juriſdic- 
tion that Peking has over the whole Empire by its 
ſix Sovereign Courts, it has alſo a nne 


Carina, Cuinzsr-Taxrany, Se. Tay 


yas 
aa in twenty-ſix Cities, ſix of which 


at 
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arc of the Second Order, and twenty of the Third, - 
N We Second City, Pzo ting W . 


IN this City reſides the Viceroy of the Province: 
— Cities in its Diſtrict, three of which 


are of che Second Order, and the other ſeventeen of 


che Third Order: The Country is very pleaſant 


City 
ſmall Lake, famous for having a great Number of 
thoſe Flowers which the Chineſe call Lien hoa ; they 
are a ſort: of Flowers that r the Nenuphan or 
Nymphea, which ate little valued in Europe, but 
highly eſteemed in China, becauſe. the Flowers are 
double, and the Colours more lively and varied, and 
Grid -— imp other Qualities, which I — elſewhere de- 

There is no Road from Peking to the Province of 
Chon fi, but that which paſſes thro? this City, but 


the whole Way is exceeding fine and pleaſant: The 


Country is — and well cultivated, the Road very 
rb and on both Sides with Trees in Many 

laces, with Walls to preſerve the Fields; it is con- 
tinually full of Paſſengers, Carts, and Beafts of Burthen 


| loaded. frre 
eckoning thoſe 


two or three Villages, without r 


are ſeen in the Country on all 9 
42 ſee; the Rivers r Rue e 
Gveral Arches. - 


* The Third City, Ho kien fou. 
THIS City was call'd Ho bien, from id Situa- 


tion between two Rivers: Its Walls are high and 


ſtraight, and well repaired: It is reckoned near 
4000 Paces round. On this Place depend two Towns 


of the Second Order, and fifteen of the Third. The 
"Rivers. are full of good Fiſh; and the . 


which are very plenty, are well taſted. | 0 
0 
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te Fourth Cir, Tchin ring * #3 1941 211 i 
"THIS is a large City, near 4000 Paces in Cult, — 
its Figure is nearly an oblong Rectangle; the Walls 
are good, and flank*d with Towers at certain -: 
| ſtances: It is ſituated not far from a fine River, which © _ © 
runs into the Lake Pai hou a few Leagues off. Its 
Juriſdiction i is very extenſive, it contains thirty two _ _ 
Cities, five of the Second Order, and twenty ſeven 
of the Third; it has Mountains on the North, | 
where the Chineſe ſay they find a great many Simples, 
and ſcarce Herbs for Phyſical Uſes. There are ſome 
Monuments; or a kind of Temples built in Honour 
of their Heroes, and amongſt others one conſe. 
crated to the Memory of the my ape of 55 158 


Dynaſty Han. 


5 The Fifth City, Chun te be” Ft ai 

THE Diſtrict of this City is but ſmall, it containg, 
only nine Cities of the Third Order, but they are 
all of Note, and very populous. The Country is very 
pleaſant and exceeding fruitful, thro? the great plenty 
of Water: The Rivers produce various Sorts of &. 
cellent Fiſh : There is found a very fine Sand which 
is made uſe of in poliſhing Precious Stones, and is 
fold all over the Empire; it is alſo uſed to make 
China Ware, but this does not come near in Good- 
neſs to what is made at King te ching, a Borough of 
the Province of Kiang i. Chun te fou allo furniſhes 
Touchſtones to try Gold, which are accounted the Ws 
in the Empire. | 


2 3 {-; Sixth City, Quang: Wag . ie 

THIS City is ſituated in the Southern Part of Palit, 2 | 

between the Provinces of Chan tong and Honan, it has 

but nine Cities of the Third Order under its Juriſ-. © ; 

diction; this whole Territory is water'd by ſeveral 2 

- Rivers, 1 8 produce ry * Fiſh ; the ane " © 
Vor. — 
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zs pleaſant and fruitful: There is nothing remarkable 
in this City to diſtinguiſh it from the reſt of China. 


The Seventh City, Tai ming ſou. 


5 THERE is nothing more remarkable in chis City 


than in the former, from which it is not far diſtant, but 
this Country is more fruitful and pleafant, and the Ri- 
vers equally abound in Fiſh. Its Juriſdiction contains 
wy - og of the Second Order, and eighteen of 


The Eighth City, Yung ping fou. 


THIS City is advantageouſly ſituated, but its Juriſ- 
diction is not very extenſive ; it contains but one City 
. - of the Second Order, and five of the Third. It is en- 
viron'd by the Sea, by Rivers, and by Mountains, 
cover' d for the moſt with fine Trees: This makes 
the Country leſs fertile, but the neighbouring Bay ſup- 
_ = Want with great plenty of all the Neceſſaries 
O ; Mp 85 
Not far from this City ſtands a Fort nam'd Chan 
bai, which is the Key of the Province of Leao tonge : 
This Fort is near the beginning of the great Wall, 
which is built for a League together in a boggy 
' Marſh from the Bulwark in the Sea, 


The Ninth City, Suen hoa fou. 


THIS City is remarkable for its Grandeur, for the 
Number of its Inhabitants, for its fine Streets, and for 
its Triumphal Arches; it is ſituated in the midſt of 

the Mountains, and pretty nigh the Great Wall. Its 

+ - Government comprehends two Cities of the Second Or- 

der, and eight of the Third Order, and alſo ſome 
Forts along the great Wall, | 


1 , Theſe Places have numerous Garriſons: In the 


Mountains are found fine Cryſtal, Marble and Por- 
.Phyry, | N 
4 Among 


— _ 
* 
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Among the Animals this Country produces there 
are a great Number of yellow Rats, much larger than 
thoſe of Europe, whoſe Skins are greatly prized by 
the Chineſe. Beſides the Fort of Chan hai beforemen- 

' tioned, which defends the Entrance into China from 
f Leao ton ung, the Gates of the Great Wall are fortified 


on the Infide with ſeveral oe Tor Forts. The 1 
; Forts are Hi for Jong | 2 e 25 x 26; wo 
f Coupe keou in 409. 43 p ' - 


ſes thro? this Gate hen 12 ks to 11 in 1. rio 
Tou che Reou in 419. 19. 20"; and Tebang kia keow | 
| in 4. 51 15”. Theſe two Entrances are very noted, 
. becauſe the Ways lie thro them, which the Tartars _ 
| chat are ſubject to the Empire cake to come to Fe. 
8 king. 


y All theſe Places in this Province og the Great 
8 wait are terraſſed, and caſed with Brick on both 

— SI 

8 do not mention Cities of the Second and Third 


Order, the Particulars would be endleſs and tireſome; ; 

there is one however I cannot omit, that has a greater 

Trade, is much more populous, and richer than moſt 

other Cities, tho it is not of the Firſt Order, an 7 

has no Juriſdiction: It is called Tien tching ouei, a 2 

ſince the Map was made it is placed in the Rank of 

ſcheou, or Cities of the Second Order; it is ſituated 

at the Place where the Royal Canal, which comes 

from Lin tchin theou, joins to the River of Peking. 
A great Mandarin Yen yuen] reſides here, and he 

is a Principal of the Officers who preſide over the Salt- | 

Works along the Sea of the Provinces of Pe tcbe 1 

and Chan tong: All the Veſſels which bring Timber 

from Eaſt Tartary, after they have crols'd the Bay of 5 

Leas tong, come to unload in this Port, n is UR ö 


Wen Leagins from FOG. 3 dies -% 
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We Second Province of China, Kiang Nan. 

THIS Province is one of the moſt fruitful, the 

7 moſt trading, and of courſe one of the richeſt Pro- N. 

a vinces in the Empire; it is bounded on the Weſt by Et 

the Provinces of Ho nan and Hou guang, on the South 

by the Provinces of Tche kiang and Kiang ſi, on the the 

Eaſt by the Gulph of Nan king; the reſt borders up- 45 

on the Province of Chan tong. ie 

" Here the ancient Emperors always kept their Court, 2 
till they were obliged for Reaſons of State to remove | 

| nearer Tartary, and chuſe Peking for the Place of their Th 

Reſidence. It is of vaſt Extent, and contains fourteen 
Cities of the Firſt Order, and ninety three of the | 

Second and Third Order : Theſe Cities are very po- fin 

2 and of the greateſt Note in the Empire, e- . 

ally for Commerce; it is the Rendezvous of all 
e great Barks, for the Country is ſull of Lakes, Ri- 
vers and Canals, either natural or the Effect of La- for 


bour, which communicate with the great River Zang 7 
ge kiang that croſſes the Province; here are few th 


Mountains, but towards the South. 


The Silks, the Japan'd Goods, the Ink, the FT 
Paper, and in general every thing that comes, as 

well from Nan king as from the other Cities of the 57 
Province, which carry on a ſurpriſing Commerce, is ve 
much more eſteem*d, and bears a greater Price than C 
What is brought from the other Provinces. ' In the w 
ſingle City of Chan hai, and the Towns belonging 

to it, there are reckoned above 200,000 Weavers. of 1 


plain Cottons and Muſlins: There are many Salt- 
works along the Sea Coaſt, and the Salt they produce Ir 
is diſtributed almoſt: thro the whole Empire; here 
is alſo found a great Quantity of Marble. In ſhort, 

- this Province is fo plentiful and rich, that it pages the 
. 3 8 | m- 


As 


FF 
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Emperor annually about 32,000,000" of + Taels; with= - 
out reckoning the Dues of Imports and Exports, for 
the ' Receipt whereof ſeveral Officers are eſtabliſſ d. 
The Inhabitants of this Province are very polite; 
they have fine Senſe, and an extraordinary Diſpoſition - 
to Seath the Sciences; and indeed it ſends out a great 
Number of Doctors, who obtain by their Merit the 


 Employments and Dignities of the Empire.. 


The Province is divided into two "Governments; 
the Eaſtern, whoſe Goverhor reſides at Sou tcheou fou, 
and the Weſtern, whoſe Governor has his Reſidence 
at Ngan king fou : Each Government includes ſeven 1 


fou, or 5 of the F irſt Order. 


* F 11 cy. Capital of the Province Kiang ning ; 
fou or Nan king. 8 


IFP we may believe the old Chineſs, this was the 


fineſt City in the World; when they ſpeak of itsEx- 


tent, they ſay, that if two Horſemen were to go out - 
in the Morning at the ſame Gate, and were to gal- 
lop round a different Way, they would not meet be- 
fore Night; it is without doubt the largeſt City of 
China; the Walls of it are fifty ſeven Lys about, as 
they were meaſur'd upon taking the Plan, which a- 
mounts nearly to five great 2 4d a half, and 
466 Fathom. 

It is about a League diſtant" ert the- great Rivee 5 
Yang iſe kiang, and Barks may enter the Town by ſe- 


veral Canals Thich come — the River: On theſe 


Canals are ſeen a vaſt Number of Imperial Barks, | 
which are almoſt as big as our midling Veſſels,” * 


The Plan of Nan king is irregular ; the Mountains 3 


which are in the City, and the Nature of the Ground, 
would not admit any other Diſpoſition without great 
Inconveniences: 4 It was b formerly the "Troperial City, 5 
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es, The Court of the South, as Poking 8 The Can 
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er which reaſon it is called Nan king, which ſigni 


of the North: e 


Fjhich at that Time were kept in pres two 


Cities, are all united at 9 the Emperor has 
ning: It is fill R in Conver- 
mer Name, but this would never be 
a in the publick Acts. | 
This City is greatly fallen from its antient Splen- 


| dor: it had formerly a magnificent Palace, of which 


there are not the leaſt Remains, an Obſervatory 


: - La eee 


were alſo ſome Temples, ſome Sepulchres of the Em- 
peror, and other ſtately Monuments, of which there 
remains only the melancholy Remembrance. Tbe 
firſt Tartars, ff made an Irruption into the Empire, 
demoliſhed the Temples and the Imperial Palace, de- 
ſtroy'd the Sepulchres, and ravag d almoſt all the o- 
ther Monuments, to gratiſy their Avarice and their 
Hatred to the reigning Dynaſty, 

About a third Part of the Ci is quite deſolate, 


| the reft is well inhabited: Some Parts carry on ſuch 


a-great Trade, and are fo populous, that one would 
ſcarcely believe there could be more Noiſe and Hur- 
ry in any Place, which would be more remarkable 
if the Streets were as wide as thoſe of Peking, but 


they are not above half. or one third part ſo broad; 


yet they are handſome, well paved, and bordered 
with neat Shops richly uh? Ee. gh 
In this City * ＋ one of thoſe great Mandarine 
nam'd Tong — to whom there lies an Appeal in all 
portant Affairs, not only from the Tribunals of the 
23 and Weſt Diviſion, Go alſo from the Province 


| of Kiaug fi. The'Tartars keep a great Garriſon here,” 
under a General of their own Nation, and live in a 


Wa of the City ſeparated from the reſt by a plain 
all | 


The 


The Palaces of the Mandarins, whether Tarturs ot 
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Chineſe, are not more ſpacious nor better built than 1 


in the other Capital Cities: Here are no publick 
Buildings, which are anſyerable to the Reputation of 
— a famous City, if we except the Gates which 


beautiful, and ſome Temples dedicated to 
Idols, ch as that which has the-celebratadDowenalf 


© China Ware: It is 200 Foot high, divided into nine 


Stories, within ſide by plain Floors, and without by 
Corniſhes, at the Riſe of the Arches, ——_—— 
a little Roofs cover'd with Tiles varniſh'd green 


ve deſcrib'd it in another Place. This Tower 


is without doubt the higheſt and the moſt -beautiful 
in China, where theſe ſort of Works call'd Ta are 

ſo common, that in ſeveral Provinces there er 
in all the Cities, and even in ſome large Towns. 


This City is alſo famous for cultivating — 


and Sciences, furniſhing alone more Doctors and great 


Mandarins than many Cities together; here are 8 


greateſt Number of Libraries, the Bookſellers 
are better ſtock d with the beſt Impreſſions, and 
Paper fold here is reckon'd the beſt in the Empire. 

Nothing can appear more natural, than the artifi 
cial — are made here of the Pith of a Shrub 
called Tong ſao ; the making of theſe Flowers is a 


Trade of i it ſelf; this Art is fo greatly om_ in 


China within theſe few Years, that it is a 
Branch of Trade. 


The Satins of Nan king, either plain or Fan | 


are the beft and moſt eſteem'd at Peking, where thoſe 


of Canton are ſold much cheaper: There is alſo made 


here pretty good Woollen Cloth, called Nang king cben 
from the Name of the City; what is made in other 


Places is not to be compared with this, that” being 

almoſt like a ſort of Felt without any Weft. 
The Ink, called the Ink of Nan king, Comes all 

from Hoei tcheou in the 5 Province; its n | 
4+ , 
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by Land or Water, the Branches of the River and 
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full of great Villages peopled by Workmen who make 
it, or che Dealers that fell it; theſe Sticks of Ink are 
oſten adorn'd with green, blew:; or gilt Flowers: 
They make it in all Siilpes, as, like Boaks, Bark of 
Bamboo, Lions, c. 92 
Nun king was formerly a very fine Port, 8 
ſon of the Breadth and Depth of the River Nang 1/e 
kiang e The famous Corſair, who beſieg' d it during the 
laſt Troubles, came up to it with eaſe; but at pre- 
ſent great Barks, or rather the Chineſe Jonks, do not 
enter it, either becauſe the Mouth of it is ſtopt up, 


or becauſe the Chineſe out of Policy do not make uſe 


of it, that by degrees it may be intirely unknown. 


In the Months of April and May there is a great 


plenty of excellent Fiſh taken in the River near the 
City, ſome of which are ſent to the Court during the 
whole Seaſon ; they are kept freſh by being eover'd 
with Ice; there are Barks wholly employ'd for this 
e, altho' it is above 200 great Leagues from 
to Peking; theſe Barks make ſuch Diſpatch, that 
get there in eight or ten Days; they keep mo- 
* Night and Day, and have Relays all the Way 
raw them continually: While the — of Fiſh- 

ing laſts, two Barks go off twice a Week loaded with 
theſe Fiſh. 


Altho' Nan king a the Ca pital of the whole Pro- 


n of the Third Order in its 
Juriſdiction. 


The Second City, C. apital f Y tong, * Eaſtern Part 
... of the Province, Sou tcheou fou. | 


THIS is one of the moſt beautiful and 8 a- 


| able Cities of China ; z the Europeans who have 


been here compare it to Venice, with this Difference, 
that Venice is in the midſt. of the Sea, and Sou tcheoy 
in freſh Water ; one may paſs thro' the Streets either 


the 


— 


Thang Sk aur ARY; Pay 


vinces of the Empire, and alſo with "Fe an, from 


which it is ſeparated but by an Arm the Sea, 
that -iscroſs'd ſometimes by little crading; Veſſels i in 


two or three Dayͤs. {hy 
This Country en enjoys the fineſt Situation and Clint 


in the World, there is none more populous 'or better 


the Canals are almoſt every where deep enough to 
carry the largeſt Barks; they may alſo go chr th 
City, and from thence to the Sea, which is at moe 

but two Days Paſſage: It trades with all the Pro- 
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cultivated, there not being an Inch of Land without . 


Fruit, Wheat, or Rice: There is no Country better 
water d with Rivers, Canals, and Lakes, upon all 
which there are a great Number of Barks of all Sorts 
and Sizes, painted or gilt; ſome full of Perſons of 
Diſtinction, who have neater Apartments here than 


in their Houſes ; others loaded witit rich Merchan- 
dize; many deſign'd for Parties of Pleaſure. This 


Place may be called, as well as Hang tcheou in — 


Province of Tche hang, a City of Pleaſure; 
thing 
Life; therefore in the Chineſe Books there is ah od 
Proverb that ſays, Chang yeou lien tang, Hia yeou fou 
bang, Paradiſe is above, but below is So 2 and 


Hang tcheou : One may truly ſay that theſe two Cities 3 


are the Terreſtrial Paradiſe of China.” | 
This City, like Hang tchzou and — others of the 


Empire, may be reckon'd three; one within the Walls, 


which is above four Leagues round; another the 
Suburbs, which extends a great Way upon the Banks 
of the Canals; and a third in the Barks, which are 
ſo many floating Houſes, -rang'd upon che Waters in 


ſeveral Rows for above a R ; many of theſe. 


Barks are as big as our Third Rate Ships. 
It is impoſſible to conceive the Pleaſure of ſeeing all 
theſe Things together, tho never ſo well deſcribed: 
This great City has but ſix Gates by Land, and fix 
1 Water: Upon ſceing the continual Motion of the 
. ane 


is wanting here to complete the Pleaſures er | 


De Gen'srar HisTorY of 
: incumerable Crowds of People, who come cither to 
buy or ſell, one would imagine that all the Provinces 
came to trade at Sow tabeou. The Works of Em- 
broidery, and the Brocades that are made here, are 
eſteemed all over the Empire, becauſe they are beau- 
tiſully wrought, and- purchaſed at a moderate Price. 
The Viceroy of the Eaſtern Parr of this Province te 
fides here: Its particular Juriſdiction contains eight 
Cities, one of the Second Order, and ſeven of the 
Third 3 they'arc all ine Cities, and are a League and 
half, or two Leagues in Circuit. 


= The Third City, Song kiang fou. 


* TEHls City is built in the Water, and the Veſlels, 
or rather the Chineſe Jonks, enter the Town on all 
Sides, and from thence fall down to the Sea, which is 

not far off: The yaſt Quantities of Cotton and of 
- fine Goods of all Sorts, with which it furniſhes the 
Empire, as well as foreign Countries, render it famous 
and much frequented ; theſe Cotton Goods are ſo fine; | 
Yhat when they are dyed they are taken for the fineſt but 


; There are but four Cities in this uriſdiction, but 4 the 
yet it is very rich and fertile, for altho* theſe Cities a | 
are of the Third Order, they are equal to the fineſt for hie 


Extent, and for the great Reſort of Traders, who . 
come hither from all Parts all the Year round, to car- Su 
on various Branches of Commerce: Such, for in- Ba 


ce, is Chang bai hien, where Ships belonging to L 
Ho kien are continually coming in, and going out to W 
Trade at Japan. | 4 
* The Fourth City, Tching tcheou fou, it 
* THIS is a noted City, and of great Trade; it 1 


is ſituated near the Canal by which the Barks go 
from Sou tcheou to the River Yang iſe kiang ;, it is a- 
duorn'd with ſeveral Triumphal Arches, and the Banks 
of the Canal that leads to it are cas'd with hewn 


Stone : 


| CAIN Az CuixESE-TARTAR v Nc. | 
stone: It has five Cities of the Third Order under its 


ome and populous : Youſſie bien, for inſtance, is at 
leaſt a League and half round, without taking in the 
encompaſs d with a great Ditch like a Canal; its Walls 
are twenty five Foot high, and kept in good Repair; 
it has great Plenty of Water, which is very go 


able Flavour that it has not in any other Place. 


There are earthen Veſſels made in another City of 


the ſame Diſtrict, which are thought to give alſo an 
admirable Smell to the Water that is ufed for Tea, 


on which Account theſe Veſſels are preferr d before 


the fineſt China of King te tching : this City carries 
on 8 great Trade-in de Veil. e 


e Fifth City, Tching kiang fou. 


M * 
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THIS is not ane of the largeſt Cities of the Pro- 


vince, for it is not above a League in Ci 


but it is one of the moſt conſiderable for its Situation 
| and Commerce it is the Key of the Empire towards 


the Sea, .and is alſo a Fortreſs, where there is always 
a ſtrong Garriſon ; the Walls are above thirty Foot 
high in ſeveral Places, and built with Brick of four 


or five Inches thick : The Streets of the City and 


Suburbs are pav'd with Marble; it is ſituated on the 
Banks of Ta kiang, which in this Place is half a 
League wide, and to the Eaſt of an artificial Canal, 
which has been brought quite to the River. Six hun- 
dred Paces from the Shore there is a Mountain in the 
River, nam'd Kin chan, or the Golden Mountain, for 
its pleaſant Situation: On the Top of it ftands a 
Tower of ſeveral Stories, This Iſland is at leaſt 300 


Paces round, and is border'd with Idol Temples and 


the Houſes of the Bonzes. 


On che other Side of the River, Half a Logs 
from Tchin kiang , ſtands Koua tcheou : Althg' this 2 


1 


q_ , 
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juriſdiction, but they are for the moſt part very hand- 2 
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is not call'd a City, and is only eſteemed a Mz teou, 
or Place of Trade, it is as conſiderable as the largeſt 
Cities: The Suburbs of Tchin kiang are 1000 Geome- 
trical Paces in Length, and as populous as the City 
it ſelf; the Communication is preſerv'd by Stone 
Bridges: There are ſuch vaſt Crowds in the Streets, 
and chiefly on the Port, that it is difficult to paſs a- 
long: Near the City ſome very pleaſant Hills giſe in 
View: This Juriſdiction is of ſmall Extent, for i has 
only Authority over three Cities of the Third Order. 


e Sixth City, Hoai ngan fd. 

THIS City, which is ſituated in a marſhy Soil, 
and encloſed with a triple Wall, is wealthy, tho? not 
very populous ; it is in danger of being overflewn 
by an extraordinary Riſe of Water, for the City lies 
lower than the Canal, which is confin'd in many Places 
by Dikes of Earth; but at two Leagues Diſtance there 
i. a Town in its Juriſdiction, named Jing kiang 
Peu, which is like the Port of the River Hoang ho, and 
is very large, populous, and full of Noiſe and Hurry, 
In this Place reſides one of the great Mandarins call'd 
Long bo, which ſignifies Surveyor-General of the 
Rivers, or Grand Maſter of the Waters: This Man- 
darin has a great many Officers under him, who have 
each their Diſtrict, and are ftation'd at convenient 
On the other Side of the Hoang ho there are ſome 
Cities upon the Canal, which the Mahometans have en- 
deavour'd to improve, by bringing a Trade to them, 
but without Succefs : Their Moſques are very high, 
and built entirely different from the Chineſe Taſte: 


Alfter ſuch a long Series of Generations they are till 


look'd upon as People of a foreign Original, and are 
now and then inſulted on this Account; but a few 
Tears ſince at Hang keou in the Province of Hou quang, 
the Populace, being incenſed by ſome raſh Mahome- 

. . 


, 


, 
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tans, demoliſh*d the Moſque chat was built chere, tho). 
the Magiſtrate endeavour d to ſtop their Fury. 


Marble is very common in the Diftri& of this City, 


whoſe Fields produce Rice and Wheat, and are Water 4 
with Rivers and Lakes, which yield all Sorts of Fiſk: 
Its Juriſdiction includes eleven 72 two of ur SS 
cond Order, and nine of the Third, 2 
RA N 


The Seventh City, Yang Tcheou. x 


THE Air of this City is mild and 8 the 
Country pleaſant and fruitful; it is built on the Bank 
of the Royal Canal, which extends from the Ta kiang. 
northwards to the River Hoang bo, or the Yellow. 
River: It carries on a great Trade in all PR {0 
Chineſe Works, and is render'd extremely 2 
chiefly by the Sale and Diſtribution of the Salt chat k is. 
made on the Sea Coaſts of this Juriſdiction and the, 
Parts adjoining, and which is afterwards carried along 
ſmall Canals made for this Purpoſe, which end in com- 
munication with the great Canal beforemention'd. 

On the reſt of the Canal from hence to Pekings, 
there is no Town that can be compar'd to this; a 
many rich Merchants tranſport this Salt into the Heart 
of the Empire, at a vaſt Diſtance from the Sea: The 
City is divided into ſeveral Quarters by ſeveral Canals. 
of freſh Water ; there is ſuch a 0 5 of People: 
in the Streets, and the Canals are ſo crowded with 
Barks, that there is but juſt Room enough to paſs: 
Here is alſo a Tartar dam; Overagainſt the Eaſt, 
Side there ſtands a Bridge and a large Suburb. the 

Crowd is always ſo great at this Place, that the Bridge 

rov'd too narrow for the Paſſengers, ſo: that it was 
found abſolutely neceſſary to keep a large Ferry- Boat 
about thirty Paces diſtance, WN is ſcarcely ſufficient 
to carry all that come, tho' this Water is but twenty 
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Paces wide. Yang tcheou is two Leagues in Circuit, 
and is reckon'd to contain 2, ooo, ooo Souls; it has but 


ſix Cities of the Third Order in its Juriſdiction. The 
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Inhabitants are much inclin'd to Pleaſure; they edu 
Pains many young Girls, and learn 


cate with great 


them to A to play upon I nents, to paint, and 
every thing that is r to complete a 9 81 


Education, and then ſel them at a dear Rate to 


great 
Lords, who make them their Concubines, that is to 
fay, their ſecond Wives. 


| * ee City, Capital of the Ne by Part of the 


Province, Ngan kiang fou. 
T7 1 IS City is finely ſituated, it borders upon 


three Provinces, and cho but five Days Journey di- 


fant from the Capital, it has a particular Viceroy. 


This Mandarin keeps a great Garriſon in a Fort that 
commands the Lake Po yang, at the Entrance of the 


Province of Nang ſi, and of the River Yang t/e kiang : 
It i is very conſiderable for its Trade and Riches, and 
is the Thoroughtare for all that comes to Nan King : 
All a Country of this Diſtrict is very pleaſant, 


Gr. itful; it contains ſix Cities of the Third 
cr. 
SALT The Ninth City, Hoei tcheou. 


THIS is the moſt ſouthern City of this Province, 


and one of the richeſt in the Empire: The Air at this 


Place is healthful and , alcho' it is ſurrounded 


with Mountains; its {diction comprehends only fix 


Towns of the chird Order : Its Inhabirants are reckon'd 


_ skilful in Traffick ; there is no Town of the 


Commerce without me Merchants of Hoei tebeou, 


nor any Bank or Fund in which they are not ſome of 


the rincipal Perſons concern d. 
e common People are frugal, and contented with 


a ſmall Matter; but they are bold and enterprizin So 


naw There are * Mines of Gold, 


N in theſe Mountains, and it is faid — 
the ber . | 


This 


CHINA, Curintsr-Tanrary, Ofc. ++ 

is City alſo makes the beſt Indian Ttik in China, 1 
— with which the Dealers of on king furniſh them- 
ſelves. 

The Art of making Ink, as well as al the And . 
which an wy way relate to the Sciences, .is accounted 
honourab e in China, where the Di ities of the Em- 
pire are only attain'd by Skill in the Sciences. The 
Japan d Works which are made at Hoei tcheom, 
are preferr'd before all others, becauſe they are more 
beautiful and better finiſned than in any other Place: 
Alſo upon its Confines, which join to the Diſtri& - 
of Tao tcheou, in the Province of Kang ſi, there is 


food -ahe. Earth: which! Js patty enctian” wy Ng 
tching to make China Ware. 


The Tenth City, Ning koue ſoou. 


2 8 


T HIS City ſtands upon a tolerable River, that 
runs into the great River Yang ſſe łiang: The Coun- 
try about it is very uneven, being furrounded by 
Mountains, but its Hills are very pleaſant, and the 
Mountains cover'd with Woods — excellent 

Phyſical Herbs. Here are many Manufactures of Pa- 
ich they-mathe bf «face 'of- NA}; e 
Vn ofwhe ZE Os ee e ee een _— 


The Eleventh City, Tchi tcheou fou. 


ON this City depend ſus others of the Third Or- 
der; it is ſituated on the Banks of the Great River 
Yang iſe kiang, and tho? enviton'd with Mountains 
the Soil is nevertheleſs fruitful, and produces plen- 
tifully the Neceſſaries of Life; if it ſhould happen 
to want thing, it might be: ſupply' d by the 
Kiang, which bears I the n of „ | 
ral Provinces. 


The Twelfth City, Tai ping fou. 


_ THIS City: is very opulent, and well-ſituared-for 
Ta, ſtanding upon the: * Kang, where 
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tit receives three Arms of other Rivers, which make 
it look like an Iſland; its Territory is alſo waterd 
by two Lakes, and contains only three Cities, of which 


Vous hou bien is the richeſt. 
2" The Thirteemh City, Fong yang fou. 


THIS City is ſituated on a Mountain not far 


from the Yellow River, and encloſes within its Walls 
ſeveral Hills: This Diſtri& is very 


Ma teou, or Places of Commerce, ſettled upon the 
Rivers for the Convenience of Trade, and of collect- 
ing the Emperor's Duties. This Extent is eighty 
Leagues wide from Eaſt to Weſt, and about ſixty 
Leagues in Length from North to South, which 1s 
greater than the largeſt Province of Europe : As this 


was the Birth Place of Hong You, firſt Emperor of the 


preceding Dynaſty, he had a Deſign to render it fa- 
mous by building a ſtately City here for the Capital 
of the Empire,” which he undertook in the Year 
1367. After he had driven out the weſtern Tartars, 


who had ruPd China during eighty ſeven Years, he fix'd 


his Court at this Place, and cal'd it Fong Yang, 
which ſignifies, The Brightneſs of the Eagle. He in- 
tended to make it the greateſt and moſt celebrated 
of the Empire, but the Roughneſs of the Ground, 
the Scarcity of ſweet Water, and the Neighbout- 
hood of his Father's Monument, made him -alter 
his Reſolution: By the unanimous Advice of his 
principal Officers he remoy*d the Court to Nan king, 


which is much more beautiful and convenient, and 


is but thirty two Leagues diſtant from Fong yang. 

As ſoon as this was reſolv'd 
which were begun immediately ceaſed : The Imperial 
Palace, which was to have had a triple Incloſure, the 
Walls, that were to be nine Leagues round, the Ca- 
nals that were projected, were all abandon'd : There 


Were 


extenſive, for it 
contains eighteen Cities, five of the Second, and thir- - 
teen of the Third Order, beſides a great Number of 


„ the Works 


were only three Monuments finiſhed, which are. ſtill 
remaining, the Grandeur and Beauty of which ſhew 
how magnificent this City would have been, if the 
Emperor had compleated his firſt Deſign. - 


he firſt, remaining Monument is the .Fomb « of 


Hong vou's Father; it is adorn'd with every thing 
that 1 ** Chineſe Induſtry, or filial Gratitude could = 


vent, that was moſt beautiful in-its kind, and i is calfd 


Hoang lin, or] The Royal Tomb, 
The ſecond is a Priſon 7950 in the midſt of the City; ; 
its Shape is an oblong Rectangle, and is one hundred, 


Foot high, divided into four large Stories, founded 
on a maſſive Pile of Brick forty Foot high, a hun- 


dred long, and ſixty broad; it is accounted the high · 
eſt in China, and is ſeen at a great Diſtance. 


The third is a ſtately Temple erected to the Idol 
Fo, and was formerly a little Pagod. Hong vou be- 
ing reduced to Want, "by the Loſs 2 his = tg re- 


tired to this Place at Seventeen Years old, and ſerved 


here ſeveral Years as Scullion; at length being tired 
of this lazy Life; he entred himſelf a Soldier. under 


a2 Captain of ſome Banditti who revolted againſt the 
Tartars, where ſoon giving Proofs of his N 
the Captain, whoſe Love he had gain'd, made 


him his Son- in- law, and ſoon after * was decla- 
red his Succeſſor by the unanimous Conſent of aus 


Troops. 


Dr d Gring bunkif at the He aonnt 


derable Party, he began to extend his Views even to - 


the Throne: His Reputation had already brought 


to the Army a great many People of Credit, at 
the Head of which he valiantly attack d the Tar- 
tars, and entirely defeating them ſeiz d on Nan king 


and ſeveral neighbouring Cities, and continued to 


purſue them, till he had driven them quite out of Chi- 


Cuina, CHINESE TARTAR V, Ofc. 
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7a: He was ror in all the Battles he fought, _ 


for which Reaſon was nam'd 1 vun. Wich 


lignifies, 4 Prince away ViIfrorions. 
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As ſoon as he was made Emperor he caus'd this 
ſtately Temple before-mention*d to be built for the 
Bonzes, who had reliev'd him in his Diftreſs, ra- 
ther out of Gratitude to Them, than for any Regard 
to the Idols. It was begun by a Row of tive great 
Apartments, built like the Imperial Palace, and flank'd 
with ſeyeral Halls and Lodgings for the Bonzes ; he 
aſſigr d them a Revenue to maintain conveniently 
300 Perſons under a Chief of the Se&, whom he 
conſtituted a Mandarin to govern them independant 
of the City-Magiſtrates. This Pagod was call'd, 
Long bing ſe, that is,] The Temple from whence the 
Dragon iſſued, becauſe the Emperor's Arms are a 
| with five Claws: It was kept up all the 
time of the preceding Dynaſty, but afterwards, du- 
ring the Civil Wars, it has been almoſt demo- 
liſh'd, and there remain at. preſent only five large 
Buildings. 28% 

The preſent Dynaſty of the Tartars have taken 
no Care to repair this Temple, fo that now there 
are not above twenty of theſe idolatrous Prieſts 
remaining, and they are almoſt reduc'd to Beg- 

> There is ſcarce any thing worthy of Notice in Fong 

yang beſides theſe Monuments, for it has been fo ruin'd 
by the Wars, that from an Imperial City it is dimi- 
niſh'd to a large Village: It is pretty well Peopled, and 
indifferently built in the middle, but all the reſt con- 
ſiſts only of low Thatcht Houſes, or open Fields that 
bear Tobacco, which is the only Wealtk and Com- 
merce of the Countyyyyyhhy N 
In the neighbouring Mountains there is found a 
deal of Talk, and Red Wormwood, which the 


ſome fine Rivers, and among others the great River 
Hai bo, which riſing in the Mountains of the Province 
of Ho nan croſſes the whole Country, and after a 
long Courſe paſſes thro the Lake Hong: te, and = 

| diſ- 


t 
Phyſicians uſe. This Country is made fruitful by 


FEC 


Curna, Carnss e Ge. 


diſcharges itſelf into the Hoang bo, about e Oh 
Leagues before it arrives at the Sea. * 


The Fourteenth City, Liu tcheou fou. 


THE 2 wherein this City is ſituated is very 

pleaſant and fruitful ; the Lake Triao, in the midſt 
of which there is a Mountain, yields all forts of 
Fiſh, and waters the Fields fo well, that they pro- 
duce all kinds of Grain and F ruits, and eſpecially 
the beſt Tea in great Plenty; and 'tis chiefly for the 
latter that this Country is famous: They make here 
alſo very good Paper. Its Mountains, eſpecially 
thoſe in the Neighbourhood of Lou kiang bien, ate 
cover'd with very fine Trees; and there is a fe- 
markable Bridge near Lou ngan tcheou.. Its Diſtrict 
is pretty large, containing eight Cities, two of the 
Second Order, and ſix of the Third. 


The Iſland of Ken, ming. 


IT HIS Iſland, which is in the Prints of + Nax | 
nan, is ſeparated from it on the Weſt only by an 
Arm of the Sea, which is but five or fix 
over: They ſay it was form'd by degrees of the Earth, 
which the great River Yang ſſe kiang waſhes down 
from the many Provinces it waters, for which rea- 
ſon, beſides Thong ming, it is commonly call'd [ Niang 
che, which ſignifies] the Tongue of the River, either 
becauſe, being much longer than broad, it reſembles the 
Shape of a Tongue, or becauſe 1 25 laced juſt in the 
Mouth of this great River. ormer Ages this 
was a defart and ſandy S overgrown with 
Reeds, inſomuch that the greateſt Criminals and 
Robbers were tranſported to this Iſland, with a View 
to purge the Empire; and the firſt that were ſet on 
Shore found themſelves under a Neceſſity either of 
Starving, or getting their Food out of the Boſom of 
the Earth: The Love of Life made them active 


and induſtrious, ſo that they cleard this uncultivated 
L2 1 


1 — 


— 
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Earth, ſow'd the few Seeds they brought with them, 
and it was not a great while before they reap'd the Fruits 
of their Labour. At length ſome Chineſe Families, who 
were ready to ſtarve on the Continent, bethought 
themſelves alſo of going to this Iſland, that by cul- 
tivating it they might relieve their extreme Indi- 
3 ; accordingly they went thither, and divided the 
nds amongſt them. | | | 
"Theſe new Comers, not being able to clear all the 
Land they had appropriated to themſelves, call'd other 
Families from off the Continent to their Aſſiſtance, 
and yielded to them for ever a Part of the Lands, on 
Condition that they ſhould pay annually, in divers 
Goods, a Rent proportionable to their Harveſt ; the 
Dues exacted by the firſt Proprietors are call'd Qu 
teou, and continue to this Day. | 
The Iſland of Tong ming is about twenty Leagues 
long, and five or ſix broad; there is but one City in 
it, which is of the Third Order; the Walls of it are 
very high, well terraſs'd, and ſurrounded with Ditches 


full of Water ; the Country is divided by an infinite 


Number of Canals, that have high Banks to defend 


it from Inundations, for the Land is level, hav- 
Ing no Hills; the Air is healthful and temperate, 


and the Country agreeable : Here are large Towns 
ſcatter*d about the Iſland at convenient Diſtances, where- 
in are a great Number of Shops well furniſh'd with 
all manner of Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life, 


and diſpersd between each Town: There are as ma- 


ny Houfes about the Country, as there are Families 
employ' d in Tillage ; but theſe Houſes are not very 
fine, except ſuch as belong to the Rich, and they are 
built with Brick, and cover'd with Tiles, while thoſe 


of the ordinary People are thatch'd Cottages, made 


of little elſe but Reeds. The Trees planted along 
the ſides of the Ditches full of Running - Water, 
which ſurround their Houſes, is an Advantage ow- 
ing to Art. e 1 
Pt | F 
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The Highways are very narrow, and are bor-. 
dered with little Shops that fell Refreſhments to 


Travellers; and indeed one would almoſt imagine 


the whole Iſland to be but onè exceeding; large Vil- 
lage. Here are no Wild-fowl, but great Numbers 
of large Geeſe, Ducks, Hens, Hogs, and Buffaloes, 
but theſe latter are uſed only for Tillage. Here 
is but little Fruit, except large Limons and ſmall 
ſour Oranges proper for Sauces, Apricots, great 
Peaches, the Fruit nam'd Te te, which I deſcribe 
in another Place, and large Water-Melons ; but all 
ſorts of Herbs and Pulſe may be had in all Seaſons 
of the Year. | 
The Land is not alike throughout the Iſland, 
the Produce of it being very different : That to- 
wards the North is not cultivated, but the. Reeds 


which - grow here naturally produce a conſiderable 


Revenue: As there are no Trees in the whole Wand, 
they uſe part of theſe Reeds to build Houſes in the 


Country; the other Part ſerves to burn, and arne | 


Fuel not only for the whole Iſland, but alſo for ſome 
part of the neighbouring Continent. The ſecond Sort 


of Land is that which extends from the firſt quite to 


the Sea on the South-fide ; this produces two Crops 
every Lear, one of Grain, * which is generally in {> 
Month of May; the other of Rice or Cotton; of 
Rice in September, of Cotton a little later : Their 
Grain are Rice, Wheat, Barley, and a ſort of Beard- 
ed Corn, which, tho' it reſembles Wheat, is never- 


theleſs of a different Nature. There is a third Sort of 
Land, which, tho? it appears barren, proces a great-, 
ſts of a whitiſh - 
Earth found in ſeveral Parts of the North-ſide of 
the Iſland, from whence they get ſuch a great Quanti- 


er Revenue than all the reſt; it con 


ty of Salt, that it ſupplies not only the. and, 


but Part of the Continent. It would be difficult to 


give a Reaſon why certain Portions of Land, ſcat- 
tered up and wn a n ſhould be ſo full of 


L 3 Salt 


32 1 Wie ts 
7 1 
£5. 
-*, _ 
. : 
1 7 4 . 


Salt as not to produce a Blade of Graſs, while the 
contiguous Lands are very fruitful in Corn and Cot- 


ton; it alſo frequently happens that the fruitful Soil 
grows full of Salt, while the Salt Earth becomes fit 
to bear Corn. | x 3 
.. Theſe are thoſe Secrets of Nature which Human 
Wiſdom in vain endeayours to diſcoyer, and which 
ought to increaſe our Admiration of the Power and 
Greatneſs of the Author of Nature 
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The Third Province of the Empire of CHINA, 
9 . Kiang ſi. | 
THIS Province is bounded on the North by that 
of Kang nan, on the Weſt by Hou quang, on the 
South by Quang tong, and it has on the Eaſt Fo kizy 
and Tebe kiang; the Mountains which it has to the 
South, and which join to thoſe of the Provinces of 
Aang tong and Fo kien, are almoſt inacceffible ; but 
we may diſcover afterwards very fine Vallies, and the 
Country thereabouts 1s very well cultivated, 
Nevertheleſs it is ſo well peopled, that, tho? it is fo 
very fruitful, it does not yield much more Rice than 


what is ſufficient to nouriſh its Inhabitants : Beſides 2 
they are accounted of a very ſordid Diſpoſition, and Ke 


their covetous Humour draws upon them the Jeſts =" 
of the Chineſe of the other Provinces : Otherwiſe they 


have an excellent Genius, and this Province furniſhes 3 
a great many Learned Men who obtain the Degrees, . 
and advance themſelves in the Magiſtracy. | gc 
Niang ſi is water'd with Brooks, Lakes, and Ri- te 
vers, which abound with all manner of Fiſh, eſpe- t 
cially with Salmon, Trout, and Sturgeon, The R 
Mountains, with which the Province is ſurrounded, 7. 
are either cover'd with Wood, or famous for their p 


Minerals, 


: 
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Minerals, Simples, and Phyſical Herbs. The Soil 
produces all the Neceffaries of Liſe in great Plenty, 


and is very rich in Mines of Gold, Silver, Lead, 
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Iron and Tin. They" ie eee 


Stuffs; and their Wine, which is made of Rice, is 
reckon'd delicious by the Chineſe, It is above all fa- 
mous for the fine China Ware which is made at King 
te tching, and for the Rice it produces, which 1s 
much eſteem'd in the Empire; at Niang ſi they load 
many of the Im Barks with it. 

The Flower Lien hoa, which is much valued in 
China, is found almoſt every where, but grows chiefly | 
in Lakes, like the Nenuphar in Europe, which is found 
in Standing-Waters, but it is very different from 
Nenuphar both in Root, Bloſſom, and Fruit: No- 
thing is more agreeable than to fee whole Lakes full 
of Flowers, improv'd and renew'd every Year by the 


Seed which they ſow; the great Lords keep theſs 
Flowers in little Ponds; and ſometimes in great Ve- 
ſels, filled with Mud and Water, which they place in 


their Gardens and Courts, by way of Ornament. 


This Flower, which riſes above the Water two | 


or three Cubits, is not unlike our Tulips, and has a 


little Ball ſupported by a ſmall Filament, like that 
which is found in Lillies; its Colour is either Vio- 


let, or White, or part Red and part White; its Stnell 
very agrecable, the Fruit is as big as a Nut, and the 
Kernel which it includes is white and of a 


Taſte: The Phyſicians —_— it, and think it is. of 


a nouriſhing and ſt Nature, therefore they 


preſcribe it to thoſe ns, en are weak, or thoſe who af- 


ter a great Sickneſs recover their Strength with Dif- 
ficulty. Its Leaves are long, and ſwim upon the Wa- 


ter, communicating with the Root by long Strings Yr 


the Gardeners uſe them to wrap up their Goods; the 
Root is knotty, like that of Reeds, and the Pith and 


Pulp are very white; it is melee very good, and 


much exten, in Summer, becauſe it is very 
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cooling. There is nothing in this Plant but what is 


uſeful, for they make of it even a kind of Meal, 
Which is yd for different Purpoſes. 


The River Kan kiang divides the whole Province 
into two Parts, which; contain thirteen Cities of the 
i 1 and ſeventy 1 the Second and 


b The Firſt 5 Capital of the Province Nan 
tchang fou. 
* THIS is one of the beſt Cities which are ſituated 
on the Banks of fine Rivers: It was formerly deſtroy'd 
by the Tartars, whoſe Yoke it refuſed to bear; for 


| wich reaſon they burnt it, and there remain'd no- 


thing of it but the Walls; but it is fince rebuilt. 
The Citcumference of the Walls is not very great; 
the River is pretty deep in the Harbour ; but that 
which makes it ſo great a Trading- Place are the 
Canals and Rivers, from whence they may land on 
all Sides: It is not far from the great Lake Po hang. 
At the end of this Lake the River paſſes, which 


comes from the Southern Extremity of the Province, 


after having receiv'd almoſt all the Rivers of this 
Country into its Channel, 


The China Ware, which is made in the Diftrit of - 


Tao ithzou fou, built upon the Eaſtern Side of the 
fame Lake, is the Merchandiſe on which all its Com- 
merce depends, and which draws hither a great Num- 


ber of Merchants from all the Provinces ; for that 


ſort of China Ware, which is made at Canton in the 
Province of Fo kien, and in ſome other Places, is not 


ſo much eſteem'd in China, as Earthen Ware is in 
Europe: Strangers cannot be miſtaken in it, for it is as 


white as Snow, does not ſhine, nor is ſtain'd with an 
kind of Colour. : 


It is likely that the Water of the Place, where they - 


make this China Ware, contributes to its Beauty and 
. e for they do not t ſucceed ſo well in other 


Places, 


5 
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Places, although they make uſe of the ſame 


rials. Theſe 0 are not only found upon the 


Confines of this Province, but in a like Place upon. 
Confines of the Province Niang nan; but what Sort of 


Earth, and how it is to be work*d, ſhall be ſhewn 1 in 


the Sequel of this Work: And as a Deſcription only 


Wy 


is not ſufficient to diſtinguiſh exactly the Stones and 
Earth which they — uſe of, I 9 had ſome Sam 


ples ſent me from Cbina of theſe different Materials, 
which are in the Poſſeſſion of the learned Mr. De 


Reaumur, one of the illuſtrious Members of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences, who is very capable of finding the 
like, if there is any in France. | 


There are eight Cities depending oi on Nan tchang, 
' whereof ſeven are of the Third, and one only of the 
Second Order. Its Fields are fo well cultivated, 550 2 


they ſcarce find-Places where their Cattle may 
It has always furniſhed a” great many Learned N 
and is full of Perſons of Diſtinction. 


Here the Viceroy keeps his Court, and here live 15. | 
veral conſiderable. Officers and Magiſtrates : Under 


the preceding Dynaſty many Princes of the Im ial 


Family reſided here, whoſe Fortune was incumber'd, 
but not without Luſtre : At preſent all the Princes are 


at Court, and are not permitted to retire from it. 


The Second City, Tao tcheou fou. | 
' THIS City, which has in its Juriſdiction ſeven other 


Cities of the Third Order, is very finely ſituated, and 
ſtands upon the Northern Bank of the Lake Po be: | 


and 1s ſurrounded: with Rivers, which run into- 
Lake. The whole Country is flat, and the — 5 


which water it render it . fertile; ; but above 
all it is famous for the fine China Ware which is made 


in a Town in its Diſtrict, call'd King te tcbing. 


This Town, where the beſt Makers of China Ware 


live, is as populous as the greateſt Cities of China, and 


wants . but Walls to make it a City. Theſe 
55 Places 
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Places are call'd T:hing, that are of great Reſort and 
Commerce, but not WalPd. They compute in this 
Town more than r, ooo, ooo of Souls: They conſume 
here every Day more than 10,000 Loads of Rice, 
and above a 1000 Hogs, without mentioning other 

Animals which they feed upon. The Lodgings of the 
great Merchants take up a vaſt Space, and contain 
a prodigious Number of Workmen. 

King te 5 is a League and a half long, ſtanding 
on the Side of a fine River, and is not a confuſed 
Heap of Houfes, as one would imagine ; the Streets 
are very long, and cut and croſs one another at a cer- 
tain Diſtance; all the Ground is made uſe of, ſo 
that the Houſes are rather too much confin'd, and the 
Streets too narrow; in going them one 


through 
ſeems to be in the middle of a Fair, and hears on all 


fides the Noiſe the Porters make to clear the Way. 
The Charge of Living is here much more conſider- 


able than at ao tcheon, becauſe they fetch from other 


Places every thing they conſume, even to the Wood 
they burn in their Stoves, which at 
a hundred Leagues off. Yet, notwithſtanding the dear- 
neſs of Proviſions, this Place is the Refuge of an infi- 
nite number of poor Families, who have not where- 
on to fubſiſt in the Cities round about. Here is 
Employment for the Young and the Weak, and 
even the Blind and the Lame get their Livelyhood by 
grinding the Colours, Formerly they computed here 
300 Stqves for China Ware, now they amount to 
about 500. 2 I I | 
King te lching is ſituated in a Plain environ'd with 
high Mountains; that towards the Eaſt, on whoſe 
Side it ſtands, forms outwardly a ſort of a Semi- circle. 
The Mountains which are on the Side give Paſſage 
to two Rivers which unite z one is little, the other 
very great, and forms a fine Port near a League long 
in a great Baſon, where it loſes much of its Rapidity: 
One ſees ſometimes in this vaſt Space two or three 
Rows of Barks following one another. 


preſent comes near 


ChiINA, CHINESETARTARVY, Oe. 

When we enter by one of the Straights into the 
Port, the Vortices of Flame and Smoke, which riſe in 
different Places, cauſe one immediately to obſerye 
the Extent, the Breadth, and Windings of King te 
tching ; at Night it ſeerns like a vaſt C on fire, 

or Me a great Furnace which has many Vent-holes, 
Stews gers are not permitted to lie at King te tching 3 
they muſt either paſs the Night in their Barks, or 
lodge with their Acquaintance, who paſs their Word 
for their Conduct. I his Policy, join d to that which 
is obſerv'd Night and Day in the Town, in the fame 
manner as in the Cities, keeps every thing in Order, 
and eſtabliſhes perfect Security, in a Place w 
Riches would excite the . of an anne num- 
ber of Thieves. 


The Third City, Koang fi fin fou. | 


ALTHOUGH this City is fituatgd in the midſt of 
Mountains, which for the moſt part are very high, and 
of a great ' Extent, the Country is not the leſs fertile 
or inhabited; a great many of theſe Mountains are 
divided into plow Grounds, which. yield in nothing 
to the moſt fertile Plains; and contain a great many - 
Towns and Villages. Some of the Mountains are 
cover'd with F el and others produce a fine Cry- 
ſtal: They make here very good Faper, and che beſt 
Candles in the Empire. 

All this Country borders upon the We of ty | 
kien and Tche kiang 3, it is ſo eaſy to take Refuge in 
the Mountains, that it gave an Occaſion formerly..to 
Thieves of committing Robberies unpuniſhed, and the 
Emperor kept a ſtrong Garriſon in the City to purſue Z 
hor” As "hs Entrance into the Province on this 
ſide is through narrow Lanes, which the Mountains 
lock up on both Sides, it is wery eaſy to defend theſe 
Paſſages, and, in caſe of an Inſurrection of a Nei of 
bouring Province, to ſecure themſelves from an 
vaſion. The Juriſdiction of Koang ſin fou contains 
ſeven Cities of the Third Order. 7 be 
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Po yang unites w 
with Water on the North and Eaſt. It is the Ren- 


The Fourth City, Nan hang fou. 
_ THIS City, which has in its Diſtrict but four Cities 
of the Third Order, is ſituated upon the Banks of 
the celebrated Lake Po yang. This Lake is thi 
long, and about forty broad ; it affords all 
forts of excellent Fiſh, and divides into two Parts 
this Diſtrict of the Province: The Fields produce 
great Quantities of Rice, Wheat, Fruits, and Pulſe. 
The Mountains are partly cultivated, and partly co- 
ver d with thick Woods, ſome whereof arc five Leagues 
in length: A fort of Hemp grows about the City, of 
which they make Cloaths very convenient for Summer, 


The Fifth City, Kieou kiang fou. 
THIS is a large and very great trading City; it is 
ſituated upon the Southern Bank of the River Zang 
te kiang, and nigh the Place where the great Lake 
the River; ſo that it is incompaſſed 


dezvous of all the Barks which go and come from 
the other Cities of this Province, and the Provinces 
of Niang nan and Hou quang. Although it is a hun- 
dred Leagues diſtant from the Sea, they take in the 
River, which waſhes its Walls, Salmon, Dolphins and 
Sturgeon : It ebbs and flows every New and Full 
Moon, and its Waters glide fo ſlowly from the City to 
the Sea, that its Current is ſcarcely perceivable. 


Te ſixth City, Kien tchang fou. 

THIS City ſtands upon the Frontier of the Pro- 
vince Fo kien, in a pleaſant and fruitful Country. 
Five Cities of the Third Order are dependant on it; 
it is now famous, but was much more ſo formerly. 
The Wine which they make here of Rice is pretty 

ood, but the common Rice is little valued, and the 
eople of Note fetch it for their own Uſe from an 
adjacent City; yet they have a ſort of red Rice, which 
| | | IS 
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leaſant to the Taſte, and very wholeſome. They 
e here a ſort of Cloth of Hemp, which is eſteem'd 


— made uſe of during the Heat of Summer. * 
The Seventh City, Vou tcheou fou, or Fou tcheou fou. 
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THIS City is ſituated upon the Bank of a River, in 


a great and pretty fertile Plain; the Circumference 


of its Walls is larger than any City of France, ex- 
cept Paris : Its Juriſdiction reaches twenty or five 


and twenty Lieagucs z ſix Citics of che Third Order 


belong to it. 


If one may judge of it from what remains, it 


was before the late Wars one of the moſt flouriſh- 


ing Cities in the Empire; but ſince it was ſack d 


by the Tartars, it is nothing but a Heap of Rub- 


biſh, among which there are here and there ſome . 


Houſes, which they endeavour to repair, and which 
form ſorts of Hamlets, Villages, and Towns, within 
the Circumference of the City, except; on the Eaft 


Side, which is well built, where moſt of the Manda- ; 


rins Tribunals are ſituated. 


They reckon in the City and Suburbs ther are 
near forty or fifty thouſand Souls . The Country 


is likewiſe very populous, and very well im- 


prov'd. In many Places they have two Crops of 


Rice every Year, and it is from the Diſtrict of this 
City that they take, moſt commonly, the greateſt Part 


of the Rice, which the Province is oblig'd to fur- 


niſh every Year to the Emperor: The Rice herea- 
bouts is very good, and white as Snow. | 
The Air is fine and very wholeſome ; nothing can 


be more pleaſant than its Mountains, from whence 
iſſue ſeveral Brooks and Rivers, which water the 


whole Country, and render it fruitful. They haye 


alſo Proviſion in abundance : Figs grow here 


very well, A Miſſionary in this Place planted 
Vines in his Garden, which bore very good black 
bit he of which he made Wine ; but as for other 


Fruits 
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another. 


this River; the Water running 
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Fruits they hardly come to Perfection, probably be- 


cauſe the Soil is 100 moiſt. 


The Eighth City, Lin kiang fou. 2 

IN che Juriſdiction of this City, and at three 
Leagues N upon the Bank of a great River, 
which coming from the South runs through all the 
Province, there ſtands a Tching or Town, in 
which there is a great Trade for Drugs and Simples, 
becauſe it is a noted Port, where the Barks loaded 
with Medicinal Herbs, of which they compoſe their 
Remedies, reſort from all the Southern Parts, and 
where they come from other Provinces to purchaſe 
them. As for the City itſelf, it is but thinly peo- 


pled, has but little Trade, and "they live very ſparing- 


ly therein; and they ſay of i it, by way of Deriſion, that 
one Hog ſerves the whole City two Days. There are 
but four Cities, and thoſe of the Third Order, de- 


ant on it. 

It is fituate two and a half from the Great 
= and ſtands upon the Banks of the River 7% ko. 
Its Soil is good, and Ts Climate wholeſome : T hey 
have. excellent Oranges, which they tranſport into 
the adjacent Provinces, and is the chiefeſt Branch of 
their Commerce. The Mountains round about are 
either cover'd with great Trees, or are cultivated 


in the manner of Terras-Walks, riſing one above 


The Ninth City, Ki ngan fou. 


NINE Cities of the Third Order are under 
the Juriſdiction of This, which is ſituated on the 
Banks of the River Kan hiang. It is here that one 

ins to perceive, the Danger of going down 


with great Swift- 


nels amongft Rocks, which lie juſt beneath the 
Surface of it, one runs the Risk of periſhing, with- 


out a skilful Pilot; thoſe Barks which have none, 


provide 


CHINA, CHINES E-TaxTAR V, c. 
provide them in this City to guide them through 


theſe dangerous Places, at leaſt they hire Men to aſſiſt 


in navigating. the . Bark ; for there are eighteen 
Currents, which require much Strength and Dexteri- 


ty, either going up or coming down':: They call it 


is uneven, the 
Vallies and Fields are nevertheleſs agreeable and fer- 


Che pa tan: Although the Country 


tile. They. ſay that the e afford Mines * 
Gold and Silver. 


The Tenth City, chin tcheou fou. 


THIS City is ſituated upon the Banks of an Arm 
of the, Kan kiang : Two Encloſures of the Walls make 
it reſemble two Cities, which are ſeparated by a Ri- 
ver that is navigable for great Boats all the Year 


round, eſpecially from February to Auguſt, when it 
is ſwelbd by = Rains. 


Theſe two Encloſures communicate with one ano- 


ther by. two Brid ges, one of Stone, which has more 


than ten Ane well built, and the other is of 
Boats, which riſe or ſink according as the Water in- 
creaſes or decreaſes. In one of theſe Encloſures, which 
they call the North City, all the Mandarins of what 
degree ſoever make their Abode, Mandarins of the 


People, Mandarins of Arms, and Mandarins of Ei- 
terature 3 they likewiſe call it the Mandarin City. The 


other Incloſure, which they call the South City, in- 


cludes all the Families of Note, the Burghers, —4 


the Common People; there is not one Mandarin. As 
the Gates of both the Cities are ſhut during the 
Night, if there ſhould happen any Diſturbance in 
this laſt, the Mandarin could not remedy it as _ 
as might be neceſſary in ſome Caſes. 


The Air is mild, and fo. wholeſome chat they | 


have given it the Name of Happy. "The C 


ountry is 
water d with Rivulets, in which they find Particles 


of Gold and Silver. Its Fields are very fertile, and 


yield Rice enough, beſides what Net uſe to 5 5 
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The ann SAL "His rake of 


the Tribute to the Emperor. The Mountains and 
Foreſts round about make an agreeable Proſpect ; 
_ get Lapis Lazuli out of thele «pm aaa 


The Eleventh City, Yuen tcheou fou. 


THIS City yields to none in regard of the Fruit- 
fulneſs of its Soil, and the Plenty of every thing 


which can be deſir d; it ſtands upon fon Banks of the 


River 2 h. There is in its Out-parts a little Lake 
border'd with Pleaſure-Houſes, where its Inhabitants 
go often to regale themſelves ; it furniſhes the reſt 
of the Empire with Plenty of Vitriol and Allum ; as 
for- the eff, its Liberties are ſmall, for they contain 
but four Cities of the Third Order. - 


The a City, Kan tcheou fou. 
TH IS is 2 City of great Reſort, which may be 


- eompar'd for its Extent to Roar ; it is ſituated on 


the River from which it has its Name, although it 
receives another in this Place, which they call 7 —4 
bo It is almoſt as great a Trading- Place as the 


| Capital, 


They fy. there is an abundance of Medicinal 
Herbs in its Mountains, as well as in thoſe of fag 
n fou, at the Bottom of which the Chief of the 
ze Tao i, known by the magnificent Name of 


Tien ſe, that is, Heavenly Maſter, has his Reſidence, 


Between Kan tcheou and Nan nan, which 1 ſhall 
ſpeak of preſently, there are nothing but Deſarts; 
but from Kan tcheou to Nan tchang, that is, for more 
705 tho, Leagues by the River, the Country i is de- 
populous and fertile, 

5 2 from Kan tcheou is that very rapid 
5 twenty Leagues in length, which J mention- 
ed in the Deſcription of the City Ki ngan fou. When 
we have once paſt this dangerous Place, we come into 
a fine River, ſix times larger than the Seine at Roan, 


and 


— ————_— 
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This Chuntry bordering es W ha. 
Hou quang, Fo tien, and Quang tong, was formetly . 
infeſted with Robbers, on account-of the Facility of 


flying out of one Province into another; they eſta- 
bliſnd here a Tao ye, which is a Governor oy two 
Cities of the Firſt Order : They erected here like- 
wiſe a Cuſtom- Houſe, to receive the Duties on Mer 
chandizes, which are tranſported on the two Rivers. 
Near the Walls of Kan tcheou, and where theſe. 


— 


two Rivers unite, there is a Brid of Boats, which. 
are faſten'd to one another with Iron Chains: Near 


this Bridge is the Office, where a Receiver comes ev 


Day to viſit the Barks, and examine whether they bans ; 


paid the Duty which 1 mentioned before: One © 


theſe Boats belonging to the Bridge is ſo conttiv'd, | | 


that they can open a Paſſage to let the Barks throu 
but it is 55 done till after they have been examin 1 1 


The Juriſdiction of this City extends a great Way, 


for it contains twelve Towns l the Third oder but. | 


what is moſt remarkable is; that its Soil 5 roduces 4 


China, . z £0 ba 
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Te te City, Nan ngan fou. 40 nv 


Ne 1118 is the moſt Southern City of che beben . 


it is as large as Orleans, populous, and - handſome, 
has a great Trade, and is a P 
is here that they muſt land all the Merchandizes 
which are tranſported from the Province of Quang 
tong. Its Suburbs are larger than the City; there 
are but four Cities of che Third Order e 
on it. 24¹⁴ 250 1 
To go. EE Nan. gun to Nan biong "wh 6 is 
the firſt City you come to in the Province of "Dang 
Vol. J. 55 M n oY 


great many of the Trees from Which e Vainih. X 
diftills, 4 this Vafniſtt is e ihe beſt, in 8 


ace of much Reſort: 1 65 
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\ you. mult go about ten Leagues by Land: At 

D two * there is a pe br ſo 

that they have cut it like Stairs; at te Top of the 

Mountain there is a Rock about fo © e deep, 

an which they were obliged to pct to open a 
Paſſage. N theſe Mountains are not cultivated, 


& Spaces betw zem are, and produce as much 
Re che moſt fruieful Vallies. 
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2 Th Fourth Prov 2 af the Empiri of Ching, 
e bien. 


Te 6 bes cafe yet one of the 
richeſt Provinces of the Empire; its Situation is 
commodi ious for Navigation and Commerce, the Cli- 
mate is hot, but the Air is very pure and healthy: 
As Part of it borders upon the Sea, they Ri rp 
| © great Quantity of Fiſh, which are dried and Hel 
in DES radi eh the Midland Provinces of. 
the Empire: Its Shores are very uneven, by reaſon of 
the Namber and Vareey of hn Buys there are many 
Fortreſſes built there to guard the Coaſts: It con- 
tains nine Fo, or Cities of the Firſt Rank, and ſixty 
Hien, or Cities of the Third Rank: Among the nine 
Fou is reckoned Tai auan, Capital of the Ifle of For- 
meſa : Its Mountains, by the Ta of the Chin 
Waage, where diſpoſed into 
with Terraſſes I os foe al 
ort pal ba with Rice: the | Fed gee are watered by 
great Rivers and Springs that iſſue from the Moun- 


rains, which the Husbandmen conduct in ſuch 3 


444% 


anne as to overflow the Rice when they p ea 

it grows beſt in watry Ground; they ve 
ot the Secret of raiſing the Water to the Top of the 
HY Mountains, 2 they convey from one 
: | Mountain 
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poke by. all, except by a a of the I the 
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Wann in great Quantities in this Pro vine. 
Beſides that the Province of Fo tien abounds with 
every thing that grows in moſt other Provinces e 
the Empire, the Commerce which the Inhabitants have 


Mountain to another by Pipes of Bamboo, 8 ? 


with Japan, the Philippines, the Iſland of Formoſa, : 


ava, Camboya, Siam, &c. renders it extremely rich: 


hey have Musk, Precious Stones, Quick-ſilver, Silk, 
Hempen- Cloth, Callico, Steel, and all forts of Uten⸗ 
ſils wrought to the greateſt Perfection; and they im- 
port from other Countries Cloves, Cinnamon, P — 
dandal- wood, Amber, Coral, and many other | 


modities of this Nature: Its Mountains are cov 


with Trees fit for building of Ships: They have Mines 
of Lead and Iron; tis . they have alſo Gold 


and Silver, but it is forbidden to tg for theſe un+ 


der Pain of Death, As for Fruit it produces excel- 


lent Oranges, larger than common, which . have the 
Taſte and Smell of Muſcadine Grapes ; the Peel of 
theſe Oranges comes off eaſily, it is thick, and of a 
golden Colour; they preſerve them with Sugar, and 
ſend them to other Provinces: Beſides theſe there are 
fine red Oranges, of which we have given à Deſcrip- 
tion in another Place. The moſt remarkable Things 
that grow here, as well as in the Province of Quai 
long, are two forts of Fruits peculiar to China, whi 


are highly valued, viz. Li chi and Long yuen, which 


are mentioned in the Beginning of this Work I only 


add, that there is hardly any Fruit in the World to 
be compared to Li chi for its Deliciouſneſs, eſpecially 


if it be that Sort which has a ſmall Stone or Kernel 


in it. The Plant called Tien boa which grows there, 


and the Dyers uſe to dye Blue, is much more 
eſteemed than that which grows in other Provinces, 


Every City there has its particular Dialect, difler- - 
ent from the reſt, which is very 3 
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Travellers: The Mandarine Language 
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The GENT AAL. Herber of 
this Province: "Beſides they have naturally a good 


of the Chineſe Sciences: For this reaſon you ſee great 
Numbers of good Scholars come out of this Province, 
who arrive to great Preferments in the State. 


De firſt Capital City of the Province, Fou tcheou fou, 


"THIS is the firſt and moſt conſiderable-City of 
the Province, nine Cities of the Third Order are un- 
der its Juriſdi&tion ; beſides the Viceroy, - the Intendant 


General of this and the Province of Tche kiang reſides 


there; it is chiefly famous on account of its Situation, 
Comitnerce, Multitude of learned Men, the Fertility 


of its Soil, fine Rivers that carry the largeſt Barks of 


Ching almoſt up to its Walls, and laſtly for a ſurpriſ- 
ing Bridge conſiſting of more than 100 Arches, all 


built with fine white Stones acroſs the- — + all is 
4 Tub e [filled with Cedar, Orange, and Limon- 


Trees. | 
* Throughout the Extent of its Iariſchction they make 
exceeding fine Sugar: They have a great many of thoſe 
Trees that bear the Fruits Li chi and Long ꝓuen; the 
firſt is fo agreeable to the Taſte, that when you eat 
it 5 know not when to have done; the ſecond is 
very good , bur leſs eſteemed than Li chi: They dry 
Fruits, and ſend them to all Parts of the Em- 
Pire, and no doubt they are as agreeable when they 
are dried as when freſh gathered; belides they are 
very wholſome, and are given often to fick People. 


The Second City, Tſuen tcheoy fou. 


- THE Situation of this City is moſt agreeable, and 
makes it a place of very great Trade; it is built 
upon a Promontory, and almoſt ſurrounded with Wa- 
ter; the largeſt Barks enter within its Walls; it has 
in its Juriſdiction ſeven Cities of the Third Rank; 
all theſe Cities are very populous, and carry on a 
* Trade; the . are likewiſe convenient, the 

Streets 


Genius, and es, themſelves vigorouſly to the Study 


„een 483882 
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tones, and adorned with Triumphal Arches: 


Is one Temple among the reſt that deſerves 
particular Notice, having two Towers built of Stone 
and Marble, each of which has ſeven Stories, and 
round every story there are Galleries jutting out to 


walk in: Not far from the City there is à Bridge, 


which is extraordinary for i Beauty; 


it is built with a kind of black Stone, and has no 


Arches, but is ſupported by above 300 Stone Piers, 


that terminate on each Side in acute . the bet- 
ter to break the Force of the Current: This Bridge 
was built at the Expence of a certain Governor of 
the City, who, being concern'd to ſee an infinite Num- 
ber of Boats overſet by the Violence of the Tides, was 
deſirous of preſerving his People from the continual 
Danger of being drowned : We are told this Work 
coſt him 1,400,000 Ducats. From this, and other 
Cities in its Diſtrict, a prodigious Number of VeF- 
ſels go out every Hour, in ee n RIY 
foreign Nations. . 


The Third ci, tes ning ſou. 7 


EIGHT Cities of-the Third Order are under 
the Juriſdiction of this Capital City, which is ſituated 
on the Side of the River Min bo; tis a Place of 
plentiful Trade, becauſe all Commodities that are 
carried up and down the River paſs through it: 
As the River ceaſes to be navigable near the City 
of Pou tching hien, which is about thirty 
from Kien ning, the Goods are unloaded there,” And 


Porters carry them over the Mountains to à large 
Town near Niang tchan, in the Province of Trhe kiang, 


to embark them upon another River: 18000 Por- 
ters are employed there to attend the Barks, ho get 


their Living by paſſing and repaſſing continually over 


theſe Mountains, that are very ſteep, and Vallies that 
are equally low ; they have endeavoured to level this 
* 3 1 Road, 


ved with Brick, including two Rows of 9 


%.. 
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the Revenue produced thereby is 


De GNIIAL Hisrogy, of © 8 


Need much as the Nature of the Ground would 
3 it is paved with ſquare Stones, and all along 
there are little Towns filled with Inns for the Accom- 
modation of Travellers; there is an Office fixed at 
Pou tching bien to receive Toll of all Goods, and 
nations yg Pi 
ing the Road in repair. At the Time when the Tar. 
tars bkonquered China, Nien ning ſuſtained two Sieges, 
and ſtill refuſed to ſubmit to ny Tartarian Govern- 
ment”; but at length after the ſecond Siege, which laſt- 
ed a long Time, the Tartars took it, and entirely 
. ng it, and: put all the Inhabitants to the Sword; 
Part of the Houſes have been ſince re- 
| bulls but leſs m 
ning ſtands a City of the Second Order, called Foy 
ning tcheou,' which is 


where they are ſituated is of vaſt extent, but almoſt 
all covered with Mountains; thoſe towards the North 


are almoſt inacceſſible, neverthelefs nothing is want- 


ing there, the Sea which is hard by furniſhes it plen- 
tifully with all the Neceſſaries of Life. 
cube Fourth City, Ven ping fou. 


THIS City is placed on the Side of a Hill be- 
low which runs the River Min bo; ſo agrreable a Si- 


tuation makes the City N like an Amphitheatre 


to the View of thoſe who are 


the Water, who 
can ſee diſtinctly every 15 


it: It is not very 


large, but paſſes 2 one of lhe moſt pleaſant Cities | 


of the Empire, and is naturally fortify*d by inacceſ- 
ſible Mountains: In this City the Water, which 
comes down from the Mountains, is convey'd by Pipes 
into every Houſe. There is another thing for which 
this City is ſingular, the Inhabitants, univerſally ſpeak 
the Mandarine Language, which is that of the 
Learned; by this it is e that it was 2 


agnificent than before: Hard by Rien 


pretty conſiderable, becauſe it 
has Juriſdiction over two Cities of the Third Order, 
viz, Fou man bien, and Ning te bien; the Country 


„nee erg 
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pled at firſt by a Colony that came from the Pro- 
vince of Xiang nan: The Barks of thie Whole 
vince paſs under its Walls. Cba hien; which is ya; 


of the -Cities under its Juriſdiction, is con, 


called The Silver-City, by reaſon of the * abundant 
Fruitfulneſs of the Lands thereabouts; the Soil be- 
longing to the other Cities is not much lels fertiil. 


3 | 


The Fifth City, Ting tcheou fou. S 
THIS City i is built at the bottom WA the Mou 


| _ which divide the Province of Fu tien from that 
.fi: Among theſe Mountains there are 
Ps cover'd: with Flowers, eſpecially in the 


Spring hs „ the Eye; in which Gold 
Lies be found, if it were permitted to 


Mines mi 
dig or bore 'for them; others of ſuch prodigious 
Height, that they are almoſt 2 The 
Country abounds with every thing neceſſary for: 
Life, tho* the Air is not very wholſome, and they: 


have but little Trade there. Seven Ciries of the e Thi 


Order belong to this City. 48 bd 
The Sixth City, Hing hoa hou. e441 


T HE Name of this City fi eg 


Flower, and it muſt 8 at it is ſi 


the moſt beautiful and fertil Country of the Province, 
and near the Sea; and tho? it has no more than twWo 
Cities of the Third Order within its Diſtrict, yet it 


pays a very conſiderable Tribute in Rice: Thréugh- 


out its Juriſdiction you ſee ſuch a great Number of 
Towns and Villages, that you would be apt to 


take it for one continued City; ſome of theſs 


Towns, for the Largeneſs and — — of _ — + 
{1tics 


fices, might be ranked among 


"ou 


Nabels of rich Merchant dwell ther, — 7 


throughout the Empire; the Roads ae very conve- 
nient, broad, and almoſt every 


where paved with 


ſquare Stones, and the City W. hc with many _ 5 
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Triumphal Arches 3 the Fruit Li tcbi is bene die F 
than in the reſt of the Province; they catch there ve- 


ry good Fiſh of all forts, and the e a 
furniſhes Silk. MY 


The Seventh City, Chao ou fou. 


THIS City, which is one of the Keys of the 

| Province, was not very conſiderable in former Times, 

8 tho” it is now become ſuch, and its Situation renders 

it a Place of Strength, and very commodious : It 

is ſurrounded with Forts and -Strong-Places, which 

are not diſtinguiſhable from common Towns, but by 

the Troops which are there in Garriſon. In the Di- 

ſtrict of this City there are Manufactures of curious 

. Cloths, made of a kind of Hemp, which are much in 

. requeſt in the Empire, becauſe they are cool in Sum- 

mer, and when you ſweat they don't ſtick to the 

Body: It has no more than four Cities of the Third 
Order under its Juriſdiction. 


The Eighth City, Tchang tcheou fou. 


T HIS City, which is the moſt Southern of the 
Province, has in its Juriſdiction ten Cities of the 
Third Order; it is ſituated upon the Bank of a Ri- 
ver which ebbs and flows, over which, to the South 

of the City, ſtands a very fine Bridge conſiſting of 
thirty-ſix Arches; the Paſſage over it is ſo ſpacious, 
that both Sides thereof are filled with Shops, where 
they ſel] every thing that is valuable in the Empire, 
or that is brought from foreign Nations; for it lies 
near Port Enouy, which is a Place of very great 
Trade, and all Commodities paſs continually up the 
River that waſhes the Walls of Tchang tcheou : This 
Advantage makes the City SN ulous and 
famous, and they find in the — 8 it the 
fineſt Cryſtal that can be ſeen, whereof the Chineſe 
Artificers make Buttons, Seals, Figures of Animals, 
Dc. The Inhabitants are very ingenious and indu- 


ſtrious, | 


About twenty. Years ago you might 


— 
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ſtrious, having a good Capacity for Trading. "There 


grow in its Territories great Numbers o Orange- | 
Trees, which produce Oranges far larger than any 

that are in Europe, and have the Taſte and Smell of 
Muſcadine Grapes they preſerve them with the Peel, 


and ſend em to all Parts of the Empire, and to 1 


reign Countries. There are ſound in this City ſome 


Marks of the Chriſtian Religion; whether they be 


ancient or modern, is not known; this is 

that P. Martini ſaw at a learned Man's Houſe an 

old Parchment- Book, wherein the greateſt Fart of 24 
Holy Scriptures was wrote in Gotbick Characters ; 


he offer'd a Sum of Money for it, but the Perſon, 


tho“ he knew nothing of the Chriſtian Religion, 
would not part with it, becauſe it was a Book that 
was preſerved in his Family a long time, and which 


his Anceſtors regarded as a rare e Piece 
of Furniture. 


Hiamen; or, The Port of PEERS a 


has 


THIS is a famous Sea-Port, call'd Emouy from 955 


the Name of the Iſland which forms it, for it is pro- 


perly a Place for Ships to ride at Anchor, and one 
of the beſt r in the World; it is hemmd in 


on one Side by the Iſland, on the other by the Con- 
tinent, and by abundance of other Iſlands, which are 
very high, and ſhelter it from every Wind ; it is 
ſo ſpacious withal, that it can contain many thou- 


ſands of Veſſels, and the Sea there is. ſo deep, that 


the largeſt Ships 


may come up cloſe to the Shore, and 


ride there in perfect ſafety: You ſee there, at all times, - 
a great Number of "Chineſe Barks, which are: on 


their Voyage to the Countries borderin ing 7 * China: 
ce there worth 


European Veſſels, but now they come thither but ſe | 
dom, and all the Trade is removed to Canton. The 22 
Emperor keeps fix or ſeven thouſand Men there in 
Garriſon, under the Command of a Chineſe 9 | 
n 
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into the Haven you, double a Ca 
8 Rock .ch Pag, 1. e, f. al. 


as Ming ant does the Port of Lg . The Rock 


is 1 and, riſes ſeveral Feet above Water. 


Three from thence there ſtands a little Iſland, 


having a Hole through which 455 8 one fide | 


to 0 the other; 1 for 
ee Jet 


1 The-Wands of Pong hon 
"THE Iſlands of Pong bou form a ſmall Archipe- 


15 between the Port of Emouy and the Iſle of 2 


moſe, which is inhabited by a Chineſe Garriſon; there 

is howeyer a learned ed who reſides 

to have an Eye upon merchandiſing Veſſels, which 
go and come from China to 
moſa to For, ; theſe —— 2 3 ually 
paſſing-and repaſſing, from which @ conſiderable Re- 
venue - ariſes to the State. As theſe Iſlands are no- 
thing but Sand and Rocks, all the Neceſſaries of Life, 
and even Fuel, are brought thither either from Hia- 
men or Formoſa: "There is neither Buſh nor Bramble 
to be ſeen; one only wild Tree is all their Orna- 
ment. The Harbour is convenient, and ſheltered from 
all forts of Winds; it has a ſandy Bottom, and from 
twenty to five and twenty Fathom Water. When 


the Hollanders were Maſters of the Port of Formoſa, 
they built a Fort at the Extremity of the large Iſland 


of Pong bou to defend the Entrance; there remains 
no more at preſent than the Name of Ho mao tchai, 


which ſignifies the Fort of the Red-hair*d Men (ſothe 
Chineſe call the Hollanders.) This Port, tho in a wild 

and uninhabited Place, is abſolutely neceſſary to For. 
moſa, which has none of its own, where a Veſſel that 
err above cight foot Water can come. | 


Formoſa, and from For- 
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becauſe it was a long time unknown eyen 40 the Chis 
nee, whoſe firſt Entring into it was in the Reign of 


the laſt Emperor Cang hi, tho? it lies at no great Di- 
ſtance from them, and becauſe the Government, Man- 
ners, and Cuſtoms of theſe Iſlanders, Which are di- 


ferent from thoſe of the Chine/e, and the Courſe they 
took to get Foſſeſſion of the ends Selenve an end 
and copious Relation. 

The whole Iſle of Farmoſa is not under the Domi- 
nion of the Chineſe; it is divided by a Chain of Moun- 
tains into two Parts, Eaſt and Weſt: That Part on- 
ly which lies on the Welt of theſe Mountains belong 
—— and is included between 229. 8. and 2 
200. of Northern Latitude. Phe Inhabitants of ae 


rians : The Country is mountainous, and-uncultivated, 


The Character 33 of them, differs little from 
the Savages of America: They 


what is reported 
deſcribe them as more civilized than the Trogusois, 


gentle Diſpoſition, 2 — mutually aſſiſting one 
another, diſintereſted, making no account of Gold 
and Silver, of which tis kid chey. have ſeveral Mines; 


77, I 
Tai Ouanz er, J Hand of Foro. _ . 
1 ſhall treat a little more largely of chis Illand, both 


and more chaſte than the Indians, of 6 Be 


OG" aha oe 


but exceſſively e having no Las nor Ci- | 


vil Government, living upon the Fleſh of Beaſts. ang 
Fiſh, without any T fe” Worſhip or Religion. 


This i is the Deſcription which the Cbineſe have drawn 


of the People who poſſeſs the Eaſtetn Part of Formo- 
ſa: But as the Chineſe are not to be thoroughly ere- 
dited when they ſpeak. of Strangers, I will not war- 
rant this Account to be true, more eſpecially as there 


are no Dealings between the Chine/e-and t n | 


and they are in continual War with each other. 
The Chineſe knew there were Gold Mines in the 


Iſland before they .conquered it, which they had no 


ſooner 
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ſooner done, but they ſearch'd every where for theſe 
Mines: As they found 'em not in the Weſtern Part, 
whereof they were Maſters, they were reſolved to ſeek 
for them in "the Eaſtern Part of the Iſle, nay the! 
were aſſured they might find em; accordingly 


fitted out a ſmall Veſſel in order to go other 85 


Sea, not caring to expoſe themſelves in the Moun- 
tains, where their Lives would have been in Danger. 
They were courteouſly received by the Iſlanders, who 
y offered them Lodgings, Proviſions, and 
all ſorts of Aſſiſtance, The Chineſe continued there 
about eight Days; but all their Endeayours to diſco- 
ver the Mines were to no purpoſe, whether it was 
the Fault of the Interpreter, who opened their Deſign 
to theſe People, or Policy and Fear of giving um- 
brage to a Nation who had Reaſon to dread the Chi- 
neſe Government: However it was, they diſcover'd 


only ſome Ingots in the Cottages, which the poor 


People had little Value for, yet theſe were a An. 
| Temptation to a Chineſe, 


Little pleaſed with the Succeſs of Meir Voyage, wt g 


impatient at the Sight of thoſe Ingots, they bethought 
themſelves of a moſt barbarous rk 3 they fitted 
out their Veſſel, and theſe innocent People furniſhed 
them with every thing neceſſary for their Return, They 
invited their Hoſts to a grand Entertainment, as the 

ſaid,” to teſtify their Gratitude ; they made theſe 
poor People drunk, and while they were faſt aſleep, 

the Chineſe cut their 'Throats, and ird away. This 
cruel Action was not long unpuniſhed, but the In- 
nocent ſuffered for the Guilty: For as ſoon as the 
Report of this was ſpread in the Eaſtern Part of the 
Iſland, the Inhabitants took up Arms, and made an 
Irruption into the Northern Pant which belonged to 


China, and flew without Mercy all that oppoſed | 


them, Men, Women and Children, and ſet Fire to 
their Dwellings : Since that Titne the two Parts of 
the Iſland have been continually at War. | 
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there. You ſee there Peaches, Apricots, Figs, | 
Cheſnuts, Pomegranates ; there grows a Sort of Me- 


round; the Pulp is white or red, and 
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That Part of the Iſland Hers: eee by the 5 
Chineſe, certainly deſerves the Name t ve it: It 
is a moſt pleaſant Country, the. i who — 
every where ſerene, it Yieds ad orih of Gialn and 


is water d by ſeveral mal Rivers, that deſcend from 


the Mountains whieh ſeparate it from the Eaſtern Part; 
the Soil brings for nh peny of Corn, Rice, Sc. there 
is reaſon to believe Ground would alſo pro- 


duce our European Fruit-Trees, if they were planted 


lons, which they call Water-Melons' theſe are-much 
larger than thoſe: in Europe, oblong, and ſometimes 
they are full of 
ſweet Juice, which is very agreeable to the Taſte - 
the Chineſe, The Tobacco and Sugar that come from 
thence are perfectly good; all the 3 ſo beau · 
tifully ranged, that when the Rice is planted, as uſual, 
in a Line and chequer-wiſe, all this large Plain,of the 
Southern Part reſembles a vaſt Garden, which _— | 
ſtrious Hands have taken Pains toicultivate,. / 1/4411 
As the Country 22 inhabited till of late Years; 
but by a forage People, and under no Ny ERR 
Horſes, Sheep and ( are very rarel 


even Hogs, "hich are fo common in China 


there; but they have great Numbers of Hens, Di 
and Geeſe, and likewiſe abundance of Oxen, which, f 
for want of Horſes, Mules and Aſſes, ſerve for com- 
mon Riding ; theſe are diſciplined betimes, and they 
go as good a pace and as ſwift as the beſt Horſes 3 they 
have Bridles, Saddles, and Cru » which are oſten- 
times of great Value, You ſee there a great man yx 
Stags and Apes, but few Deer; and if there are any 
Bears, wild Boars, Wolves, Tigers, and Leopards, 


as in China, they are in the Mountains of the Eaſtern 5 


Part; you ſee none of them in the Weſt. There are 


but few Birds; the moſt common are Pheaſants, which 


the Fowlers will ſcarce ſuffer to multiply. If te 


to make ge Nan: GO, e eee og 
wanting in this Iſland. 
f Tbe Cling divide the Lands which they poſleſs in 
the Ile of Formoſs into tliree Hien, or ſubordinate Go- 
vernments, which: depend upon the gray 
Ifle.. Each of theſe Governments have their particu 
lar Magiſtrates, who are immediately ſubject to the 
Governor of this Capital, and Al the Viceroy of 
the Province of Fo tien, whereof Tai ouan, or Formeſa, 
makes a — 2 Lg mw — ouan 
is a of great rt and 
. — S is.oqual to moſt of the beſt and moſt 
populous China. You find there every 
thing chat can mY deſired, either what the Iſland "eſa 
furniſhes, as Rice, Sugar, Sugat-Candy, Tobacco, 
Salt; hunted Veniſon, which the Chineſe much ad- 
mire; Fruits of every kind, Cloaths of various Sorts, 
Wool, Cotton, Hemp, the Bark of certain Trees, 
certain Plants which much reſemble a Nettle, great 
quantity of Medicinal Herbs, many of which are not 
known in Eurupe; or what is im thither, as 
Chia and dia Cloaths, Silks, Varniſh, China Ware, 
the: ſeveral Manufactures of Europe, &c, There are 
but few Mulberry- Trees in this Iſland, and conſe- 
there ix but little Silk made in the Country. 
If the Chineſe had Liberty to go into Formoſa to ſettle 
there, many Families would gladly do it: But before 
they can go thither, they muſt have Paſſports from 
the Mandarins of Chis, which are obtain'd with Dif- 
ficulty, and they muſt give Security beſides. When 
they arrive in the Iſland, the Mandarins there are ve- 
ry diligent in examining thoſe who come in, or go 
out, and ſome of — exact Money under-hand. This 
Exceſs of Caution is the Effect of good Policy, to 


moſa, eſpecially when the Tartars were Maſters of 
Qbina. Furmaſa is a Place of * — 
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| Wates bf the Rivers was as good to drink, as it is 
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hinder all Sorts of Perſons from paſſing over to For- 
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Ping, or Lieutenant- General, two 'Major- 


550 the Entrance i fo it becomes more diffi 


and if a Chineſe ſhould ſeize it, he mig excite great 
Troubles in the Empire, therefore the Emperor = 

there 1000 Men in Garriſon, mnt by a 
and ſeveral inferior Officers, hom he takes care to 
change * three Years, or oftner if there be Oe 
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The Streets of tle Cap ital ate All al n 
in a Line, and all coyer'd poets or eight Months in 
the Yer, to defend. then from the Heat of the Sun. 
T hey are from thirty. to forty Foot in breadrh, but 
ſome of them are "almoſt a | alike in leng They 


are almoſt all lin'd with Shops of Silk, 25 Ware; 


and other Commodities in admirable Order, in which 
the Chineſe Wn *Twere a Pleaſure to walk in rheſe 
Streets, if they were better r paved, and leſs crowded 
Paſſengers : 3 te Houſes ate all covered with, Stray 
and built oe, the moſt part with Clay 1 5 Banibds's 
but that Di agreeab 25 18 out 9 ons of 
the Tents 0 cover the Streets, hat you | 
nothing but the Shops, Tai. 7 0 ither- 12 
tifications nor Walls: The Fal, a0 not intrench 
their RP rces, nor 9 27 wp Tu within a Ram- 
t love to Rehe 
F Fell The Harbour i is $6 Fe from ever WY | 


: Formerly there were two Ways to e ts 
* called Ts kiang, where tlie greateſt Vellcls 


floated: with eaſe, and the other Louth men, the 1 


tom of which is Rocky, and not above nine or ten 
Foot deep at high Water. The Firſt is now unpaf- 
fable 3, in 12 laces there are no more than five 
Water, and no where above ſeven or [Eight 3 C7 
Sand which the Sea drives thither, fills it bp; el 
Day: By this Ta kiang the Dutch Veſſels. 

entred i into the Harbour, and in order to Mere r 


coming in of ſtrange: Ships, 10 0 erected a 'Cittadel 
on the Een of the 1 io. DO OT 
| | tian , 
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 kiang, which would have been much admired, if it 
were. not built * the Sand; but however it was 
very neceſſary for their Defence againſt their moſt 
= formidable Enemies, the Chineſe and the Fapaneſe, 
Ik! bat Part of Formoſa, which is ſubject to the Chi- 
I eſe, is compoſed of two different” Nations, the Chj- 
Wl neſe and the Natives; the former for Lucre's ſake 
came thither from ſeveral Provinces of China, - Tai 
ouan fou, Fong chan bien, and Tebu 40 bien are inha- 
bited only by Chineſe, for the three lien or Govern- 
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| ments I mention'd before. are all in the Diſtri& of 
| | the Capital: The Natives ſerve as Domeſticks, ot 
i | rather as Slaves. Beſides theſe three Cities, the Chi- 


neſe have many Villages, but not one conſiderable 

Fort except Man ping oF : This Fort ſtands at 

the Foot of the Caſtle of Zeland, for that is the Name 

. which the Hollanders gave the City I ſpake of: There 
= are at Man ping tcbing four or five hundred Families, 
| 


and a Garriſon of 2000 Men, commanded by a Ma- 


jor-General, © The Government and Manners of the 
Chineſe at Formoſa differ nothing from thoſe of China, 


— © 


| ſo that I ſhall only obſerve. what is, the Genius of 
|| - the Natives of the Iſland, and the Nature of their 
| Government. The People of Formoſa, who are ſub- 


ject to the Chineſe, arc divided into forty five Towns, 
or Plantations, which they call Tche, thirty fix in 
the North, and nine in the Southern Part. The 
Towns of the North are very populous, and the 
Houſes little different from thoſe of the Chineſe.” Thoſe 
of the South are only a heap of Cottages made of 
Clay and Bamboo, cover'd with Straw, raiſed upon 
a kind of Terraſs three or four Foot high, built in the 
Form of a Funnel inverted, and from fifteen, twenty, 
thirty, to forty. Foot in Diameter; ſome are ſeparated 
by Partition-walls. They have in theſe Huts neither 
Chairs, Bench, Table, Bed, nor any Moveable "in 
the middle is a fort of Chimney, or Stove, raiſed two 
or three Foot or more from the Ground, where they 
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dreſs their Victuals. Their common Food is Rice, 
ſmall Corn, and any Game they can take, which 


they do either by running or. with Arms. Their 


Swiftneſs is - ſurpriſing, ' they will © outrtin Horſes = 
that go full ſpeed, which proceeds, as the Chi- 
neſe ſay, from their Cuſtom of binding their 

Loins and Knees tight and hard, till they are four- 

teen or fifteen Years old. For their Afms they uſe 
a kind of Dart or Javelin, which they hurl the Di- 
ſtance of ſeventy or eighty Paces with the utmoſt Ex- 


actneſs; and tho? their Bows and Arrows are very 


ordinary, yet they can kill a Pheaſant flying as 
ſure as they do in Europe with a Gun. They are 
very ſlovenly in their Meals, uſing neither Diſhes, 
Plates, Spoons, Knives nor Forks: They place what 

is provided upon a piece of Board or Matt, and uſe 

their Fingers to eat with, as the Apes do. They eat 
Fleſh half raw, and the leſs it 1s roaſted the more 

agreeable it is to them. Their Beds are the freſh 
Leaves of a certain Tree very common in the Coun- 
try, which they gather and ſpread upon the Ground, 

or on a Board in their Cottages, and there lie down 
to ſleep. Their Habit is only a piece of Cloth, which 
they wear from the Waiſt down to the Knees, Pride, 
ſo rooted in the Heart of Man, finds a Way to in- 
dulge it ſelf even in Nakedneſs; it puts theſe People to 
more Expence and Trouble, than thoſe who are more 
civilized, and addicted to Luxury and Magnificence: 
Some borrow the Hair of Beaſts, and the Silk of 
Worms, which they imbroider with Gold and Sil- 
ver; ſome are content with their own Skin, in Which 
they imprint many odd Figures of Trees, Beaſts, 
Flowers, Fc. The Operation is ſo exceſſively pain- 
ful, that it would certainly kill 'em, if it were done 
all at once; they are imploy*d in it many Months, 
ſome a whole Year. Sr Day during the Opera- 


tion they muſt put thetnſelyes to ſome Torture, 'and 


all this to ſatisfy the Deſire * diſtinguiſn- 
| £ __ ing 
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ing themſelves from the Multitude, for it is not per- 
mitted indifferently to all ſorts of Perſons to wear 
theſe Marks of Diſtinction. This Privilege is 
granted only to thoſe who, in the Judgment of 
the moſt conſiderable Men of the Town, have ex- 
celled others in Running or Hunting: But all are 
allowed to blacken their Teeth, wear Ear-rings, 
Bracelets above the Elbows and Wriſts, Collars, and 
Crowns made up of ſmall party-coloured Beads, diſ- 

fed in ſeveral Ranges; the Crown terminates in 
a Plume of Feathers, either of Cocks or Pheaſants, 
which they carefully join together. Let us imagine 
theſe fantaſtical Ornaments upon a Man of a fine ſlen- 
der Shape, olive Complexion, with his Hair hanging 
negligently upon his Shoulders, armed with a Bow 
and Arrows, his Garment no more than a Piece of 
Cloth two or three Foot long, round about his 


Body from the Waiſt to the Knee, and we have a 


due Portrait of a Beau of the South Part of the Iſle 


of Formoſa. | | 

In the North Part, where the Climate is leſs 
warm, they clothe themſelves with the Deer-Skins 
which they kill in Hunting, of which they make a 
ow; without Sleeves, not much unlike a Dalma- 


hey wear a Cap in the Form of a Cylinder, 


made of the Stalks of Banana Leaves, embelliſhed 
with ſeveral Crowns placed one above another, and 
tyed tight together with Fillets and ſmall party-co- 
loured Strings. On the Top of the. Cap is ſtuck a 
Plume of Feathers of Cocks or Pheafants, in the 
ſame Manner as is done in the Soutn. 
- Their Marriages are agreeable enough ; they don't 
purchaſe Wives as they do in China, nor have any 
mercenary Views on one fide or the other; perhaps 
the Parents may have ſome ſmall intereſt to conſult. 
When a young Man 1s inclin'd to Matrimony, and 
has found a Laſs whom he likes, he goes for ſeveral 
Days after with a Muſical Inſtrument to her Door; 


The GENER AL His Tory of | 


CES TAS rg. gn. enn: 


if 


E re mJ a RR a I B KH COB Www HO AR 


* 


CI NA, CühINESE-TARTAR Y, @c. we 1 
| 


if ſhe conſents to have him, ſhe goes out to met 
him, they agree together upon Terms, and laft of all "= 
acquaint their Parents with their Intentions. The | 
Wedding-Entertainment is prepared at the Houſe o - 
the young Woman, where the young Man abides af 
terwards, and returns no more to his Father. Pian 
that time the young Man looks upon the Houſe of 1 
his Father- in-Law as his own, and he is the W 2 
of it; as for his own Father's Houſe; he -r 1 8 
no more than the Women in Europe do, w 0 —4 
their Fathers Houſe to go and live with their Huſ- 
bands. Therefore here they think it no H. 
to have Male Children, they deſire only Daughters, 
who procure them. Sons-in-law that wall be helpful 
to them in their Old Age. 98 
Tho? theſe Iſlanders are entirely ſabject to | the Ci 
neſe, yet they preſerve ſome Remains of their ancient 
Government, Every Town makes choice of three 
or four of the oldeſt Men, the moſt diſtinguiſhed for 
Probity, who by this Choice become the Heads and 
els Judges of the reſt of the Town: Theſe «finally: deter- 
ns mine all Differences ; and if any one refuſes to ahide 
0 by their Judgment, he is inftantly turned out of the 
la- Town, without Hopes of ever ning thither, and 
I, no other Town dares to receive him. 1 
ed They pay their Tribute to the Chineſe in Corn, in 
nd Tails or Skins of Deer, or in other things of this Na- 
0- ture that are eaſily found in the Iſland. To regu- 
a late what concerns the Tribute, there' is appointed in 
he every Town a Chineſe, who underſtands the Language, 
to ſerve as an Interpreter to the Mandarins. Theſe 
nt Interpreters, who ought to procure the Eaſe of the 
poor People, and hinder them from being/opprefſed,, 
are ſo many petty Tyrants, who exerciſe the Patience *\ -- 
not only of the Iſlanders, but of the Mandarins alfo, . 
who are forced to continue them in their Employs co 3 
avoid greater Inconveniences. Of the twelve Towns 
which were ſubject to the Chineſe in the Southern m_—_ 
GE ns there 
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there remain but nine; three haverevolted, and drove a- 


way their Interpreters, paying no more Tribute to China, 


but have united themſelves with the Eaſt Part of the Iſle. 
Under the reigning Emperor many of the Towns 
have ſubmitted, and *tis hoped that by degrees others 
will follow their Example. Tho” theſe People paſs 
in the Account of the Chineſe for Barbarians, they 
ſeem to approach nearer to true Wiſdom than many 
Philoſophers of China. By the Confeſſion of the Chi- 
neſe themſelves, there is amongſt em no Cheating, 
Thieving,Quarrelling or Law-fuits,except againſt their 
Interpreters; they are juſt and affectionate one to ano- 
ther: If any thing is given to one of them, he dares 
not touch it, till they who have ſhared with him in 
the Labour and Toil partake alſo of the Reward, 

It appears that there were Chriſtians among theſe 
Iſlanders, when the Hollanders were Maſters of the 
Port. There are many who underſtand the Dutch 
Language, who can read their Books, and who in 


Writing uſe their Letters, and many Fragments of 


pious Dutch Books are found amongſt them. 5 
© Theſe People adore no Idols, but abominate every 
thing that has any Relation to them, and yet perform 
no Act of Religion, nor recite any Prayers. Never- 
theleſs there are ſome amongſt them who acknow- 
ledge one God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, one 
God in three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; 
and who ſay that the firſt Man was called Adam, 
and the firſt Woman Eve; that for diſobeying God 
they drew his Anger upon themſelves, and all their 


Deſcendants ; that it is neceſſary to have recourſe to 


Baptiſm for to waſh off this Stain. They know even 

the Form of Baptiſm, yet it is not certain whether 

they baptize or no. | CUE £5 
Tho? Formoſa is not far from China, yet the Cbi- 


| neſe, according to their Hiſtory, had no knowledge 
ok it, till the Time of the Emperor Suen ti, of the 


Dynaſty of Ming, about the Year of our Lord 1430, 
Ef 64 when 
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might get ſome Intelligence whereof he might 
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when the Eunuch Ouan ſan pao, in recurning from de 


Weſt was caſt by a Storm upon that Iſanxe. 


This Eunuch finding himſelf in a ſtrange Land, 
where the People ſeemed as barbarous as the Country; 
was beautiful, ſtay*d there a conſiderable time, that he 


his Maſter: But the Effect of all his Enquiry was that, 
he brought from thence ſome Plants and MAbs 
Herbs, which are ſtill uſed in China with Succeſs. 

In the forty ſecond Year of the Emperor Nia 72 ing. 
and in the Year of Chriſt 1564, 2% ta yeou, a Com- 
mander of a Squadron of Ships, - cruiſing along the 
Eaſtern Sea of China, met with a Pirate named Lin 
tao kien, who had made himſelf Maſter of the Iles of 
Pong hou, where he left Part of his Men; he was a 
cruel and ambitious Man, thirſting after Glory; and 
to render himſelf famous, he no ſooner perceived Yu 
ta yeou but he came upon him with full Sail, attacked 
him briskly, and had infallibly beaten the Chineſe 
Squadron, if the Commander thereof had been a Per- 
ſon of leſs Skill and Bravery. Tu ta yeou received the 
firſt Fire with unconcern, after which he attacked in 
his Turn Lin tao kien; the Engagement laſted five 


Hours, and the Night put an end to it, when Lin 


tao kien made off towards the Iſlands of Pong bou, in 
order to refreſh his Men, to take the Soldiers he had leſt 
on Board, and to return towards the Enemy: But-2% 
ta yeou, an experienced Captain, purſued him ſo cloſe- 
ly, that Lin tao kien found by Break of; Day the En- 
trance into the Port of Pong bon blocked up by the 
Enemy's Ships: His Forces being much diminiſhed 
in the Engagement, and Terror having ſeized the reſt, 
he judged it dangerous to attempt to enter the Har- 
bour; he then reſolved to continue his Courſe, * . « 
20 and: water at Formoſa. | 
Tu ta yeou purſued him thither, but * 
with Shoals, and having no knowledge of the En- 


trance of the * he 0b unwilling to ik 
3 is 


182 We Genzrar HISTORY of 5 


his Ships; and retired to the Iſles of Pong hou, of 
which he made himſelf Maſter, and taking the Soldiers 


Priſoners that were leſt, placed a good Garriſon there, 


returning victorious to China, where he gave an Ac- 
count of his Diſcoveries and his lition. The 
Court received the News with Joy, and nominated 
a Mandarin of Learning for Governor of the Iſlands 
of Pong hou. Formoſa, ſays the Chineſe Hiſtorian, 
was then an uncultivated Place, and. inhabited only 
by Barbarians. Lin tao kien, who had grand Deſigns, 
did not think: this Iſland, in the Condition 1t was 1n, 
convenient for him ; therefore he maſſacred all the In- 
habitants that fell into his Hands, and with unparal- 
lel'd Barbarity ſmeared his Veſſels with the Blood of 
theſe unfortunate People, and preſently ſetting fail he 
retired to the Province of Quang tong, where he died 
miſerably. 

At the End of the Year 1620, which was the firſt 
of the Emperor Tien ki, a Japaneſe Squadron of 
Ships came upon the Coaſt of Formoſa : The Com- 
mander finding the Country, tho? uncultivated, a pro- 


per Place to ſettle a Colony, took a Reſolution to 


ſeize upon it, and to that End left there a Party of 
his Men, with Orders to get Information neceſſary to 
the Execution of his Deſign. 

About the ſame Time a Dutch Veſſel, in her Voy- 
age from Japan, or in her Return thither, was forced 
by a Storm into Formoſa, where they found the 
Fapaneſe ' in no condition of oppoſing them: The 
Country appearing beantiful to the Hollanders, and 
advantageous for their Commerce, they pretended 
Want of Refreſhment, and Things neceſſary for 
refitting their Veſſel, which was damaged by the 
Storm: Some of them made an Excurſion into 
the Country, and having examined it, returned on 


Board. The Hollander did not work at their Veſſel 
during the Abſence of their Companions, and it was 


not till after their Return that they thought of refit- 
1 ing 


Zeesen. 
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. at laſt conſen 
ed no more Ground than rms could be e 7rv 


Op 
built on the other Side, over againſt the Fort of Zeland, 
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ing her. They beſeeched the Fapaneſe, with whom 


they had no mind to be at Variance, for fear of 
hurting their Commerce, to permit them to build an 


Habitation upon the Brink ofthe Iſland, at one of the 
Entrances into the Harbour, which might be ſervice- 
able to them with refpe& to their Commerce to Fa- 
pan; the Japaneſe at firſt rejected the Propoſal, but 
the I gre the Matter fo that the Fapaneſe 
when they aſſured them they requir- 


with an Ox's Hide. 

The Hollanders then took an Ox's Hide and cut it 
into ſmall Thongs, which they tied end to end, and 
therewith meaſured the Ground they deſired: The 
Japaneſe were at firſt a little vexed at this Trick, but 
after ſome Reflections they laughed at it, and were 


pacifyed, and ſuffered the Hollanders to do as they 
_ pleaſed with the Piece of Ground. Upon this Spot 


they built the Fort I mentioned; over the Gate are 
ſtill ſeen theſe Words, The Caſtle of Zeland, 1634. 
By building this Fort the Hollanders had the Com- 


mand of the Harbour, and the only Paſſage where 


great Veſſels could come in: Perhaps the Japaneſe 
perceived too late the Importance of it; * however it 


was, whether took Diſguſt at the new Fort, or 
did not find their e. in this Ifland, a little | 


while after they quitted it entirely, and returned home. 
By this means the Hollanders — ſole Maſters of 


Formoſa, for the Inhabitants were in no condition to 


poſe them. The better to ſecure the Harbour, they 


a Fortification conſiſting of four Half-Baſtions? © © 

At this Time China was al i in a Flame, imbroiled 
with a Civil War, which was the Deſolation of many 
beautiful Provinces, and ſuſtaining at the fame Time 


a War againſt the Tartar, who at laſt feized upon the 


Empire, and founded the preſent reigning Dynaſty. 
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in oppoſing the Tartars, was *Fching tchi long of the | 
3 of Fo kien, a Man ald b Fon from 6 
a ſmall Beginning to be the richeſt Merchant of | 
Cbina. Tching tchi long fitted out, at his own Expence, 
_ a ſmall Fleet againſt the Tartars ; he was preſently 
/ followed by a-vaſt Number of Chineſe Ships, and 
thereby became the Commander of as formidable a 
Fleet as was ever. ſeen in theſe Seas. The Tartar of- 
fered him the Dignity of King, upon condition he 
would pay him Homage, which he refuſed, but did not 
long enjoy his good Fortune. 3 
His Son Tehing tching cong ſucceeded him in the 
Command of this numerous Fleet; more zealous 
ſtill for his Country and Fortune than his Father, 
he made ſeveral Attempts, beſieged many conſider- 
able Cities, as Hai tching in the Province of Fo kien, 
which he took after having cut in pieces the Tarta- 
rian Army that came to its Relief, Ouen tcheou in 
the Province of Tche kiang, Nan king in the Province 
of Xiang nan, Re. ty oP 
This firſt Succeſs laſted not long, for he was at 
length overcome by the Tartars, and drove out of 
China: Then he turned his Views and Ambition to- 
wards Formoſa, reſolving to drive the Hollanders out of 
the ſame, and erect a new Kingdom there. It was 
the 17th Year of. the Emperor Chun chi the Fa- 
ther of Cang bi, and 1661 of our Lord, when Tching 
" tching cong quitted China in order to retire to For- 
- moja : In his Paſſage he took the Iſlands of Pong hou. 
The Hollanders believing they had nothing to fear 
from China, which was ſtill embroiled, took no Care 
to fortifſy Pong hou and Tai ovan : Therefore Tching 
tching cong ſoon maſtered theſe Iſlands,. and left there 
100 Ships to guard them, and continued his Courſe 
towards Formoſa. There were no more than eleven 
Haollanders left to dꝭſend the Fort and Harbour of For- 
moſa; the reſt of the Garriſon was made up partly 
of [ndia Blacks, and partly of the Inhabitants of the 
| ; | Country : 


Sn e ai r 8 ; * 
Coun Notwithſtanding this In of Forces, ' 
the Hollanders lr 6 to defend Gs which 
they did with Courage and Bravery. :  Tching Nm + 
cong entered the Harbour with his Fleet. e R 

oO Sail, by the Channel of Louth men, a League a- 5 
88 che Fort of Zeland; he landed Part of his Men 


— — — —— 


4 with a. Deſign to attack the Fort by Sea and Land: 3 
f. The Siege laſted four Months, in which Time the 1 
ge Hollanders defended theniſelves with their Cannon, with 4 
ot more Succeſs than they could hope for. Tebing tching | 


cong was inraged to ſee ſuch Oppoſition and Courage = 


ie in a ” Handful of Europeans againſt an Army ſo nume. 
1s | Tous as his. As the Chineſe had not the Uſe of Can- | 
„ WU non, they could not anſwer the Hollanders ; fo they 
r- had no Hope of reducing them but by Famine, 
t, which would require a long Time, during which the 
2 might be relieved by their Ships coming from Bata- 
in via, or thoſe that traffick to Japan. | 
ce Thing tching cong was ſenſible of the Difficulty of 
his Enterprize ; but he ſaw himſelf ſhut out of China, 
at without Hopes of ever returning thither under the 
of  Tartars, againſt, whom he had waged War; heknew _ 
9 beſides that if Formoſa was not open to him, he had, 
of no further Remedy leſt: For theſe Reaſons he reſoly- 5 
48 ed to uſe his WRT Efforts againſt the Hollandets. 
£ Theſe had actually four Ships in the Harbour, and a 
7 they had put on Board each of them one of their own . 
2 Men, together with Indians to guard it; the other ſe- 
1. ven Hollanders remained in the Citadel or Fort of 
ar Zeland. 
re The Chineſ Captain being determined. to make 2 
uw Sacrifice of ſome few of his Veſſels, turned them into 
re Fire-ſhips, which having the Advantage of ahi 5 
ſe Wind from the North-Eaſt, drove upon the Veſſels "1 
en of the Hollanders, and burnt three of them out of four. 
7 When he had thus ſucceeded in his Wiſhes, he ſam- 
ly moned the Hollanders to ſurrender, Soaring that he 


he —_— ve them Leave to depart with all their 
y : is 22 Ea 1 55 
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ns but if they refuſed would give them no 

uarter, | | | ee 
The Hollanders having no more than one Ship left 
for their Aſſiſtance, willingly accepted the Offer ; 
They loaded their Veſſel with all their Effects, de. 
livered the Place into the Hands of the Chineſe, and 
ed. | . 
Thing tebing cong, having now none to oppoſe his 
Deſigns, diſtributed a certain Number of his Troops 
in that Part of Formoſa, which is at this time in 
the Poſſeſſion of the. Chineſe, and placed a Garriſon +4 
at N long tchas, a forſaken Fortrels which the Spa- | 
#iards formerly built. He erected a Fortreſs at Tay $3 
| 


cboui tching, upon the Mouth of the River Tan choui, 
where the Chineſe Veſſels might lie at Anchor, and 
pitched upon thoſe Places where Tchu 2 and Fong 
chan bien now ſtand, for the Building of two Towns, 
which he called Tien bing hien, and Ouan nien hien: 
He appointed the Capital of theſe new- erected States 
at a Place now called Tai ouan fou, and gave to 
this City the Name of Ching tien fou: His Palace and 
Court he ſettled in the Fort of Zeland, and gave it 
the Name, which it {till preſerves, of Ngan ping fou. 
It was then that Formoſa began to receive a new 
Form, for he eſtabliſhed there the ſame Laws, the ſame 
Cuſtoms and Government as in China: He en- 
joyed his new Conqueſt but a ſhort Time, for he 
died within a Year and ſome Months after he took 
Poſſeſſion of this Iſland. His Son Tehing king mai 
* ucceeded him: As he was a Perſon addicted to Books, 
| took little Care of cultivating the Country, which 
his Father had procured for him with ſo much Toll 
i \ and Labour: This abated the Courage and Zeal of 
the Troops for his Service. 
I.!n the twelfth Year of the Reign of Cang bi, and 
1 in 1673 of the Chriſtian Era, the Kings of Quang 
| Jong and Fo kien revolted from the Emperor. Tebinę 
e mai, deſirous to reanimate the Ardour of his 


Soldiers, 


* 
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Soldiers, took a Reſolution to join the King of F 


tien againſt the Tartar : He fitted out his Fleet, and 
went in order to have an Interview with him upon 


the Coaſts of his Province. Becauſe he would be 


treated like a Sovereign Prince, and the King of Ip 
| kien would have the Precedeney of. his, tie rnb 
provoked that he declared War againſt him upon th 


S 
They fought with Reſolution and Courage on both 


Sides; but the Forces of Tching king mai being com 1 
| poſed of Veteran Soldiers, ſo many Engagements 
were ſo many Victories. The King of Fs tien at laſt 


found himſelf obliged to undergo the Tonſure once 


more, and to ſurrender himſelf to the Diſcretion. and 
Clemency of the Tartars, Thing king mai returned -. 


to Formoſa, where he died ſoon after, leaving his Son 


 Tching ke ſan, who was very young, for his'Succe . 
ſor, under the Care of Licou toue can, and Foug 1 fan, a 


two Officers well attach'd to him. 


be Reyolt of b tien terryinating in s 1 7 


tage of the Tartars, they aboliſhed the Title of King, 


and in the Year 1682 appointed for Governor of 
this and the Province of Tche kiang, a 7 7. 8 


which is 4 Dignity ſomething above that of 
The firſt they nominated was Thong tou 7 ; 2 


Man of great Capacity, civil and engaging. He no 
ſooner entered upon his Charge, but- he publiſhed a 
General Amneſty, which reached even Formoſa, for 


all thoſe who would ſubmit to the Tartarian Govern- 
ment, promiſing to procure them the ſame Employ- 


ments, and the * Honours and Privileges on _ 


joyed under their own Governors. 

This Declaration had the Effect which Th 
yao defired ; the greateſt part of thoſe who 1. 
lowed Tching tching cong having abandoned their Na- 
tive Country, Wives and Children, and living in a 
ſtrange Land, uncultivated, and almoſt uninhabited, 
and deſpairing of drawing any conſiderable Advan- 


De GENERAL HISTORY TT 

tage from it, were tranſported to find a favourable 

ity of returning to their Families; ſome did 

not deliberate at all, but e ſorſook Ti Toy 
ke ſan to go to en, 

Dong tou yao received them with much Civility, 
and conferred great Favours upon them, inſomuch 
ther they were followed preſently after by mam o- 
. thers. 

Dong tou has believed then there was a favourable 
Conjuncture to ſeize upon Formoſa, and immediately 
ſent away a conſiderable Fleet under the Command of 
2 Titou, or Lieutenant-General, to reduce the Iſlands 
of Pong hou. The Titon found more Reſiſtance 
than he expected; the Soldiers with the help of the 
' Hollanders Cannon made a vigorous Defence, but they 


were at laſt forced to yield to Numbers. The Iſle of 


Pong hou being taken, the young Prince's Council 
. Judged it impoſſible, confidering' the Temper of his 
Troops, to preſerve Formoſa ; and without waiting 
for the Arrival of the Ti tou, to attack em in Form, 
they diſpatched away a Packet-boat, to carry a Peti- 
tion to the Emperor in the Name of the young Prince, 
by which he ſubmitted to his Majeſty. Here follows 
the Petition, as it was tranſlated from the Chineſe. 


Tching ke fan, King of Yen ping, Chief 6 
e the Army, preſents this Petition to the Emperor. 


- © WHEN I proſtrate my ſelf at your Majeſty's 
Feet, and reflect on the Grandeur of China, that its 
© Reputation has always been maintain'd with Ho- 
* © nour, that it has ed of a very numerous Suc- 
| © ceſſion of Kings, I cannot but acknowledge that it 
is the ſpecial Providence of Tien which made choice 
of your illaſtrious Houſe to govern the nine Earths.* 


£145" 05 ien had not brought. about this Revolution, but 


a $4 AE * as 1 >, 8 4 $0 


2 * That is 10 2 all” he 2 wid The Chineſe) divide | 


2 into nine Sorts ; 1.” Mounthiniou: good Earth. 2. Stony 
© Moun- 


0 
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for the Perfection and Improvement of the +'Five 


« Virtues, as appears plainly by the good Manage? 
ment and happy Succeſs of all your Majeſty's Un 
* dertakings. As for my Anceſtors, they bore 'trus . * 
* Allegiance to their Sovereigns, and in this they en: 


* deavoured- to:teſtify their Gratitude for the Favours 
they received from the preceding Dynaſty, at a 
* Time when my Family had received none from 


your glorious Dynaſty: This Attachment to his 


Prince obliged my Grandfather Tching' tabing cong 
* to forſake China, to ſeek for Shelter in the unculti- 


* vated Lands of the Eaſt. My Father. Tching king 


* mai was a ſtudious Man, not caring to expoſe him- 
* ſelf to Dangers; like the Kings of I lang, he whol- 
* ly employed himſelf in governing and inſtructing 


© his People; contented: with this/Spot of Land in the | 


* midſt of the Sea, he had no further Views. "Hi? 
* therto I have enjoyed Advantages derived from my 


* Anceftors, and teſtify my | Gratitude continually, by 
calling to mind the Favours which they received 
from Heaven, without a Thought of aggrandiſing 


my ſelf upon Earth. At preſent I behold your Ma- 


* jeſty reſembling the Heavens, which cover all things 


by their Expanſion and Height, and alſo the Earth 


A 


able to ſhew Mercy, and to ſtop the Effect of too 


* 


* ſooner appears in the Horizon, but its Light is diffu- 
ſed in an inſtant over the whole Earth, and diſſipates 


in a Moment the ſlight Miſts which obſcure the Sur- 
face thereof; how then dare I think but of applying 
myſelf to my Perfection, as the only Expedient of ma- 
king my Life eaſy for the future. If I had thought: 


tains. 3. Hills. 4. Black and dry Earth. g. Maſt Earth. 6. 


Sandy Earth. 7. Rich Earth. 8. Yellow Barth. g Red Barth 


4 
| + Charity, Fuftice, Decency; Prudence, and Fideli un. 
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which by its Firmneſs ſuſtains them, always inclin= © 


rigorous a Juſtice; which Clemency is the Foundas- 
© tion upon which your Government ſtands. Tour 
* Majeſty is become like the riſing Sun, which no 
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6 of Giling Weſtward of China, I confeſs I had been 


to blame; for, alas] how few remain of my Fa- 


- © mily which came to Formoſa! They are become 
like carly Dew, which vaniſhes at the Appearance 
aof the Sun. How then durſt I undertake any thing 
* againſt your Majeſty ? I ſincerely affirm that my 
Heart ſubmits entirely to your Majeſty, and my 
+ future Behaviour will make it evident. I am fen- 
+ fible now that I have been engaged in a bad Cauſe, 
+ and for the future I will venture to walk freely in 
«the Paths of Charity, after the Example of K ling. 
< Tardently wiſh to ſee a perfect Harmony between 
Heaven and Earth: The poor People of this Iſle 
1 no more than to live in a frugal Manner, 
© they are Strangers to Gluttony and Drunkenneſs. 
6 If they are treated with Humanity, they will be more 
4 © ng th to Submiſſion. 1 ay Nature of Fiſh 
© to love the deepeſt Waters; can enjoy a lon 
Life in the Wan of the Wayes of the Bea, This 
© have I laid open to your Majeſty in this Petition 
© the true Sentiments of my Heart, and if not in the 
* fincereſt Manner, may I never enjoy the comfort- 
able Light of the Sun! 

The Emperor, in anſwer to this Petition, ordered 
Tehi ke ſan to leave Formoſa, and come to Pe- 
| king. Tehing ke ſan, who was afraid to go to Peking, 
ſignified to the in a ſecond Petition, which 
he ſent by ſome principal Officers, that being 
born in the Southern Countries, and of a weakly 
Conſtitution, he dreaded the cold Climate of the North, 


to retire into the Province of Fo kien, from whence 
his Anceſtors came. This laſt Petition had no Ef- 
te&t; ſo that the unfortunate: Prince, ſeeing himſelf 
almoſt abandon d, was conſtrained to deliver Formo- 
Ja into the Hands of the 7. artars, and to go to Pe- 
„where upon his arrival at Court he was in- 

ed with — vality of Count, in the twenty ſe- 
— Year of Cang bi, and 1683 of che Chriſtian * 

| 8 


therefore he beſceched his Majeſty to give him leave 
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and Villages exceeding populous. 


are reſtrain d in their Growth; th 
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Th Fifth Province of the Empire of Ching, 
| FTche k ing. 
1 - 


Ts: is one of the moſt fertil and. RY Provin- | 


ces of the Empire. It is bounded on. the Eaſt-by 
the Sea, on the South by the Province of Fo tie, on 
the-North and Wet by the Provinces of Kiang. nan 
and Kang ſi. It contains eleven Foy, or Towns of 
the Firſt Order, which. are like ſo many Provinces, 
and ſeventy ſeven Towns of the Second — Third Or- 
der, without reckoning an infinite Number of Towng 


The whole Country is interſperſed. with Mountains 
almoſt all cultivated, and fruitful Fields with Riyers 


ter A. Tales, wherewith the BO abounds, a 
tribute much to its Fertility. 


The Inhabitants are of a oF Fug and affable Difpo- 
ſition, and have a great deal of Wit and Politeneſs; 


their Silks, which are ingeniouſly made, and imbroi- 
der'd with Gold and Silver, are the beſt of any that 


are made in China, and ſo cheap, that a Garment 
made of the fineſt Silk eoſts fx r of common 
Woollen Cloth in Europe. They have . Afr 
many, F era full of Dwarf MI 


BJ 1 


prune em Jools like Vanes. Long xperience has 
taught the Chineſe, that the Leaves — the ſmall. Mul. 
br make che beſt SilKx. 1 

They 
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, They nouriſh in this Province ſo great a Number - 
of Silk Worms, that one may affirm” this alone is 


capable of funiſhing Japan, the F and Eu- 
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rope with Silks of all ſorts. 
Every thing neceſſary for Life is found bee in a- 
bundance; the Mountains which lie to the South and 
Weſt are all manured ; in other places, where they are 


rocky, they furniſh Timber Jor building Ships. and 
Houſes, _ 


In the Lakes of this hikes is found the 


Golden Fiſh, of Which I gave a Deſcription a 
Where; there is here excellent Crawfiſh, and in 


un In ſome Places there grows great P oy 
"Muſhrooms, which are carried over the whole Buy 


(wie After they have pickled *em in Salt, they dry 
and keep *em a whole Tear; when they have 
a 0 to uſe them, they em for ſome time in 


Water, which makes em as good and freſh as when 
firſt gathered. 
The beſt Hams of Bacon are made in this Pro- 


vince. Here is likewiſe found that extraordinary Tree 


called Ou kicou mou, which produces Tallow, ard 


alſo" thoſe ſmall Trees bearing a very white Flower, 
which reſembles Jeſſamin, except that they have grea- 
ter quantity of Leaves, and their Smell is far more 


| po . One of the Flowers :is ſufficient to per- 


me a whole Houſe: Therefore the Chineſe have ſo 


Trees, they take the ſame Precautions that are uſed 


in Europe to defend Oran Trees from the Ri or 
of the Winter. i : 


Tho' the Fruit called Pe tci is found in other 
Places; Vet it is. moſt common in this Province: It 


grows in Fenny Ground, and is about the bigneſs of 


A Cheſnut; its Kernel is covered with a thin Skin, 


the is white, and full of pleaſant J uice, b 


an a le ſouriſn. 


great a Value for them, that to preſerve theſe ſmall 
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Some pretend chat if 4 Piece of l 


be put into along with the Fruit, the 
Teeth can it as eaſily as the Fruit: it ſelf n Pera 


Martini reports this as a T reds, but other Miſſionas | 
rics, willing to mala 2 Trial, did not find it ſo. 


Throughout the whole Empire thoſe: Canes, of 
Reeds are to be found which this — call Bam 
boos, but Tehs kiang; has greater plenty ob them than 
any 
in it. Theſe Bamboos: are of gtrat uſe: in Cbina 1 
they are n and tho they: are hol: 
lo within and len ott y, yet they are very {tro 


ng and 
will bean the heavieſt: Weight, The _ ard long, 


82 at the Ends; as hard as they are, they: 


ſplit * o ſmall Strings, and they make of them 
toll, they wales Pi 

O are very proper to Ipes to cow e 
Water ſtom Place, to Flace, ori they may; ſerve: for 


Combs, St. As they are naturally 


Tubes e Teltlapes, and. other things of tho) lame! 


The. Fi Cu; Capital * he Proves” 4 
1 Hang tcheou fou. 3 


THIS is one of the richeſt” and largeſt: cities « : 
the Empire: It is chiefly) confiderable- on account! of 


ts Situation, which is the maſt: :adyantageous: thatooulU 
be deſired, the us Niumber of its Inhabi 


tants, 
the Conveniency of its Canals, andi the T ue 


ries on of the fineſt Silk in the World. 

If we believe the Chine/e Proverb, it is the Tera 
ſtrial Faradiſe: It is almoſt of a round Form, and a- 
bout forty,” Lys, on four in Cireumftrence, 
without - including” the Suburbs: ;_ theſe: ILys ouglit to 


be 360 Paces. From the Eaſt Gate to the; North, 


they reckon. ten Lys; one of our Miſſionaties, in 


counting the Steps of the Chairmen, e Judged, 
that a N | oo 
vor. I. | O | As. 


other Province 3, there. are whole. Foreſts, of tim 
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As to the Number of Inhabitants, it amounts 
to more than a million of Souls. A Chriſtian Gentle- 
man aſſured a Miſſionary ti at reſided there, that with- 
in the City alone, without comprehending the Sub- 
urbs, which are very large, the Officers who levy the 
Tax have upon their Liſts about 300, ooo Hou, or 


Families; this Number is called in the Chineſe, dau 


abe vonn, which ſignifies thirty times 10, oo. 

The Walls of Hang tcheou are very high and thick: 
The Water in the Canals of the City is not clear, and 
there is upon thoſe of the Suburbs a prodigious Num- 


ber of Barks, where whole Families dwell as in a Can- 
ton. The Streets are very narrow, but the Shops 


are convenient, and che Merchants are reckoned very 
rich. 1 bus 

Theſe Streets are P 'd ih Triumphal Arches, 
but chiefly in Places of great Reſort ; there are many 


Monuments raiſed in honour of ſuch Mandarins as 


had diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the Diſcharge of their 
Office, or were advanced to the chief Dignities of the 


Empire: Lou ſee there alſo four great Towers of ſe- 


— f There are 7000 Men in Garriſon under 
the Jiang kiun, or Tartarian General, and / 3000 un- 


der the For yuen, or Viceroy : 


Tho there are large Gardens in the City, and the 


Houſes have but one Story, it 1s ſurpriſing how po- 
pulous it is: The great Streets are crowded like thoſe 
of Paris, with this Difference, that you ſee no Wo- 
men there: The Tartarian Troops have a Fortreſs, 


which is ſeparated from the City by a Wall. The 


River Tcien tang kiang runs cloſe by the Walls, and 


in this Place it is a large League in breadth. 
We may ſay, without an Hyperbole, that Hang 


tcheou is properly the Region of Silk, becauſe that is 
the chief Commodity that is wrought there. They 
retend they have 60,000 People at work within the 


alls; and if ſo, there muſt be many hundred thou- 


| lands i in the adjacent en and Places depending oo 
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Kia bing fou, and Hou tcheou fon, lince there is ſcarce 


2 little Village where Silk! is not wroughtt. 


The flower'd Taffetaes, and Satins called Liz hand 


| others q uite plain, but cloſe work d and even, called 


Lao fang ſe, which are made in this Ci „are co 

Larſon Leſt in the whole Empire, and 0 — 
ſt But that which renders this City - delightful 
is a ſmall Lake __ by, called 87» bou, - Which, is a⸗ 
bout two in & 
which is as tents — clear as Cryſtal, ſo that you may 
ſee the ſmalleſt Stones at the bottom; the Sides, where 
the Water is ſhallow, are all covered wih the Flow- 
ers of Lien boa. There are laid upon Piles in this 
Lake handſome Walks, which are paved with large 
ſquare Stones, for q the Conveniency of thoſe: who paſs 
on Foot. 
lined with Free-Stones, with Openings for Boats to 
paſs through, over which there are Bridges. 

In the middle of the Lake are two finall Iſlands, 
where People commonly reſort aſter they have taken 
kr Pleaſure upon the Water, in one of which there is 

a Temple built, and proper Houſes for Entertain- 
ment: The Sides of the Lake are likewiſe adorned 
with Temples, 
ther with fine Houſes, among which there is a ſmall 
Palace for the Emperor's Uſe, who lodges Re 
he N a Tour into the Southern Provinces. 


' The Second City, Kia bing lou. el 1 mf f 


ALL this Country is water'd with Lakes and 
Canals cut by the Induſtry of the Chineſe; the Ci- 
ty is large, populous, and carries on a good Trade; 


its Suburbs are of great Extent, and there are ſeyeral 
There is not a 


Bridges over the Canals and Ditches : 
Houſe where they don't breed Silk-worms. 


Canals are cut thro? all Parts of the City, whoſe Sides 


are lined with fine Free- Stone, and in all the Streets 


__ * handſome Piazzas,. under * one . 
wk O: 2 C. 


ircumference, the Water f 


There are likewiſe; Cauſeways made, and 


and large Monaſteries of Bonzes, toges 
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err halle elſe bur Silk ManufaGtures': The Country 


one of the 


"The Omen ar. Herber of. 3 


walk free from Rain; there are man Triumphal 
Arches, bock within and withaut the ty, \.and ff, 
izen Marble Towers on the Sides of the Canal that 
lies to the Welt of the City, by which all the Barks 


ke Fruit called Pe tchi, which I mention'd before, 
grows every where in Standing Waters and Mooriſh 
Ground. In Autumn they patch little Birds, which 


they preſerve in Wine made of Rice, and ſell all tho 


Year; take likewiſe very good Cray-Fiſh. _ 
In the Neighbourhood of the City Hat yer, which 
is upon the Sea-Shore, there are Salt-Pits, from which 
they gain a great deal of Salt; and on all ſides you 


is flat, and hath not ſo much as one Mountain 3 the 
ee e Cy conan ſeven Ct oft 
n The Third cih. Hou tcheou fou. 4 

| THE great Lake, on the Banks of which this 
City ſtands, gives it the Name of Hu tebeow ; it is 
and moſt conſiderable Cities in 


China, with reſpect to its Riches, Trade, Fertility of 
its Soil, and Beauty of its Canals and Moun- 
rains. 


The Quantity of Silk which is manufactured 
there is inconceivable ; the Tribute which one City 


— its Dependance ¶ Te thn bien] pays alone, amounts | 


to 500,080 Taels or Ounces of Silver; this is alſo 


the chief Place in China for making Wale en. | 


21 90 — — ar, a 
der its Juri on one nee. 4 
rer the Third, 25 

| The Fourth City, Ning po fou, 


„VVS Ro, which the Zurocars: have called 
Liam po, is a very good Port on the Eaſtern Sca of 


0 ina, overagainſt cha; it is a > of the Firſt 


Order, 
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CHINA, Caintst-TartaiR v;&c. 


Orders and bas Sur of whe "Think quiuriſs 


tion: It is ſituate on the Confluence of two 15 Ri- 
vers, which, after their Union, form a Channel feach- 
ing to the and is deep enough to bear eſſels of 
200 Tun; er which the Chinefe.call 


Kin, comes 


Eaſt to Weſt (drawing a Line acroſs the City) may 
be about ten or twelve thouſand Toiſes, 5 Chinefe 
Toiſe be being, as I have already faid, ten F oot: Thas 
from North to South is much greater. 

The Phin, which reſembles 2 Garden for its —— 


velneſs and Cultivation, is full of Towns and Houſes, 


and divided by a great Number of Canals made by: 
he Waters which fall from the Mountains; the Ca» 


nal, upon which one Part of the Suburbs is ſituated, 
reaches to the Foot of the Mountains, is is ſeparated in- 


to three Branches, and is about five or _—_ 
Toiſes long, and ſie or ſeven, broad. 


Within this Extent of Ground there are — 


ſixty-ſix Canals on the right and left Sides of the 
ef one, ſome of hh are broader than' the 


itſelf: This v vantity of Water, con- 
pe with Art, render 1 . 


an 1 it to yield two Crops of Rice; beſides the 


, they alſo ſow Cotton and Pulſe; there one may 
2; Kia x Pyaar Number of Trees. which bear 
OW, . 


The Air is alſo every where wholeſome, and the 


Country p leaſant and open. The Sea le a great 


Quantity af Fiſn, all Sorts of Shell- 

Lobſters; among others, in the beginning of the 
Summer, they catch a Fi iſh called Hoang, 4 is to 
ſay, the Yellow Fiſh, which are much fought after 
on account of their delicate Taſte; but as they wilt 
not keep long out of Water, they take care to put 


O 3 them 


om the South ; the other, named; Tuo. 
from Weſt North-Weſt Theſe Rivers water 2 Plain 
ſurrounded almoſt on all fides with Mountains, and 
form a ſort of an Oval Baſon, whoſe Diameter from | 


fruitful; 
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them into Glaſſes, and by this x means tranſport chem 


throughout the Empire. 
The Walls of Ning Po are 507% Gebert Paces 


in Circumference'; and from the Eaſtern to the Weſt- 


ern Gate, through a Street which lies almoſt in a di- 
rect Line, there are reckoned 5274 large Paces: 


The Walls built of Free-Stone are in good Re- 


pair, and eipable. of reſiſting every ching but Cannon- 
Balls. 


There is an Entrance into the City 7 


Gates, two of which are towards the Eaſt 


Water-Gates, ſo called by the Chineſe, which are two 
great Arches that open through the Walls to give 
Paſſage for the Barks in and out of the City, it be- 
ing divided by ſeveral Canals. On the South-Weſt 
Side thereof there is not one Building which is worth 
our Notice; but there is a Tower ſeveral Stories high, 


the Port is on that Side; not to x of the two 


built with Brick ; and before the Eaſtern Gate, which 


lies moſt Southward, there is a Bridge over the Kin 
made of fixteen - flat-bottoined Barks faſtened toge- 


ther with Iron Chains, which may be about forty 
Toiſes long. 


That which is moſt agrecable to the Rules of Ar- 


chitecture, is what the Chineſe call Pai leou, or Pi 


fan, and we Triumphal Arches. The Streets, which 


are very narrow, appear more ſo on account of the 
Pent-houſes which are over the Shops, inſomuch that 


two of our large Coaches could not paſs without Dif- 
ficulty. This City was plunder*d and ſack'd during 


the Jate War, but for ſome Years paſt begins to flou- 


rin again; it is a large Garriſon. 
The Entrance into Ning po is difficult, eſpecially 


for large Veſſels, there being but fifteen Foot Water 


over the Bar in the higheſt Tides ;- in coming up the 
River, you leave on the leſt Hand 7 „ hai 1 2 which 
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the fineſt in the hg. 5 ; choſe of 


This City, which is an ee Same is 10⁰0⁰ 
Toiſes in dircumference, and is commanded by 1 
Cittadel built on a very high Rock, by the Foot of 
which all Veſſels muſt neceſſarily paſs, at half the 
diſtance of a Piſtol-Shot; they enter in during the 


Space of one Tide, along a. very fine River. about 


150 Toiſes broad, and ſeven or eight Fathom 
deep, having Salt-Houſes on each ſide, with Towns, 


and a well-cultivated Country, which at a great di. 


ſtance is bounded with high Mountains. 


The Chineſe Merchants of Siam and Batavia 0 | 
thither yearly to buy Silks,” which, they know to be 


kien, and other 
Provinces, reſort thither continually : They alſo 
have a great Trade with Japan; Nanga Zacha be. 
ing diſtant from thence but two Days Sail, the Chi- 
neſe carry thither Silks, Stuffs,” Sugar, Drugs, and 
Wine, and bring back Copper; Gold, and Silver: 
About eighteen or twenty Leagues from Ning po is 


an Iſland called Teheo 6 the Port is very good, 


but not commodious for Trade; and it is here the 0 
Engliſh landed by chance at their firſt Arrival, not be- 


ing able to find the way to Ning 7 among the 


Iands on this Coaſt. 1 
We Fiſib City, Chao ling fou. 7 255 


THIS City i is ſituated on one of the moſt beau- | 


tiful Plains in the World; there are Canals in every 
Street, and no City ſo much reſembles Venice as this, 
tho” it's vaſtly preferable to that, becauſe the Canals, 
here are filled with very clear Running: Water. 
We may paſs and repaſs into any Part of the Ci- 
ty on all ſides, by the Aſſiſtance of Boats, there be- 


1 


ing not one Street without a Canal; for which rea- 


ſon there are very high Bridges, and many that haye 
only one Arch. 
On each ſide of every Canal are large clean Streets, 
paved with 25 white Free: Stones, for the moſt * 
= IX 
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ſix or ſeven Foot long; and here are a gr r Tri. 
umphal Arches very handſomly built. It is faid 


be at leaſt four Leagues in Circumference, for which 
reaſon it is divided into two Hiæn or Subaltern Ju- 


| 2 7 which have their diftin&t Governments, 
h 


ich hasthe Name of Chan i in, and the other 


Chineſe Cities) are built of Free- Stone, extremely 


yhite ; theſe Stones are got out of an almoſt inex- 
A Sat Ts ND 4-48. he: One (ed 


160 men an, two Leagues from the Ci 


Walls which encompaſs it are between two Dies 
the one within the City, and the other without ; 


Ditches are filbd with Water as clear and Od 2. as 
that of the Canal, | 
- Chao bing is, in ſome ſenſe, a City of Learned 


Men, -and its Inhabitants are the moſt formidable for 


Sophiſtry in all China, being very well skill'd in the 
Laws; there is no Viceroy or great Mandarin, who 
is not deſirous of one out of this City to em 1225 as 
his Secretary : There are reckoned in this Diſtric 

Cities of the Third Order. 

The Wine, which is made here in t Quant 
ties, is very much eſteemed, and tranſported through- 
out the Empire, About half a League from the 
City is a Sepulchre, ſaid to be that of the Grand 2%, 
who made his way to the Throne in the 
of the Monarchy, by draining a great Part of the 
Empire which Jay under Water. On the ſide of the 
Sepulchre is — 45 a ſtately Edifice, by Order of the 


late Emperor Cang bi, who, in the 28th Year of his 


Aer. went to pay due Honour to the Memory of 
s great Prince, 


\* Not far off there is a remarkable Mountaing cal- 


led The Mountain of Apes, becauſe it is ſomething 


of that Shape; it is a Place of great Reſort, where 


P cople go to take all kinds of Diverſion : One ſees 


ha Houſes (which is ſaldom from in the reſt of 


there 
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Cnina, Caintss-Tarran v, Oc. 
there a handſome Summer-Houſe, which ſerves, to 


fealt in, at the bottom -whereof is a Pond ex 
deep, in which are Kept Fiſh of an extraardi 
eue top of . e 


they ſwallow it Whole. 
The Sixth Cuy, Tai chard: 


THIS City, which hath fix others i in PTY 
ſtrict, is ſituate on the Bank of a River, in a very 
mountainous Country; tho? it is not ſo rich and con- 
ſderable as che Cities of which 1 LEES 
yet the Nei of the Sea ſupplies it with 
things The moſt remar 
that they catch a kind of Thornback, whoſe Sh Skin 8 
for ſeveral Uſes, ef] ent to make Scabbards 


proper 
for Cutlaſſes. They carry on 1 * 4 
edn em, 4 | ad weder them n i Japan, 
1 man Kin hoa ſouu. 
THIS City is in the Heart of a Pro- 


throughout the Empire. 

vince, and on the Barks of a fine River, into which' 
ſeveral little ones diſcharge 
merly of great Extent, and famous for the Beauty of 
its but the 
Dif jon, having long reliſted all the Power of 
the 'Tartars who evaded China, were at length ſub. 
dued, and one Part of the City burnt z it is now re- 


2 24 


* 1 


built, as well as a large Bridge which is on the Wet. 


ſide, and another of Boats near the City Lag kj 
bien, which is the fineſt of all thoſe which the TOP 
tars burnt, - 

Kin boa hath eight Cities of the T ir . its 
Diſtrict; they are partly ſituated in a level Country, 
and partly am mong the Mountains. Rice grows here. 


n gre: Pkary, andthe Wir ade of Þ f auch 
eſteemed, 13 
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Bi ud 
Bread . wn down from the Wingo, oO; che 


themſelves: It was for- 
People, who are of a warlike 


for the Grandeur, Number, and Riches of its Inha- 
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They here drive on a great Trade with large dri- 
ed Plumbs, and Hams, which are much eſteemed, 
and ſent into all the Provinces of the Empire. There 


are almoſt every where ſeen little Shrubs, with a 


white Flower not unlike Jeſſamin, which produce 
Tallow that makes very white Candles, which will 
not ſtick to the Hands, nor "vg * bad Poe _ 
extinguiſh'd. 


* 
10 AP» 


The Eighth City, Kia tcheou bu. 


by HE Situation, of this City i is agrecable enough; 
it is, built near a fine River, and between two others 
that are ſmaller that run into it: It is the moſt 
Southern City of the Province, and borders on the 
Provinces of Kiang fi and Fo tien; but the Road 
which leads to this a Province, which is but three 
Days Journey, is very difficult. to travel in, becauſe 
2 the Mountains which there is a Neceſſity of paſ- 
n 
This Road begins in the Neighbourhood of the 
City of Kiang chan bien, wherein one is oblig'd; to 


travel near thirty Leagues on Mountains, whoſe 


Aſcents and Deſcents are very ſteep ; there is one that 
hath Stairs on the fide of it of more than 300 Steps 


made of Stone; the Travellers find from time to time 


convenient Inns. The reſt of the Country hath no- 


thing remarkable ; z It hath ww Cities in its Di- 


Ss 


* Ninth Cit, Yen tebebu fou, bly Men 
tcheou fou. 


T H o& this City is ſituate on the Banks of a Ri- 


ver that runs nigh its Walls, and is near enough ano- 


ther which carries pretty large Barks, yet it is not 


to be compared to the other Cities of the Province 


bitants, 


=o W/ . _ AQOO 


— 


. od Bran lt kc. 299% m5 ants © a BY © 60 


bear boiling Water. The Paper Manufacture of this 


one may ſee a great Number of Barks. and large 


* „ 9 %* % _— 2 
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Veſſels. 


cn , CRKT FAT AA Gb. 204 
Vitants. The Hills and N of which this ©. 
Country is full, render it very un 3,30 

There are foahd here Mines of oO „ and Trees 
that yield Varniſh, . which gives a Value to the Ca- 
binet- Work fo much eſteemed in Europe; when this 
Varniſh is once dry it never melts again, and will 


Place is in equal Eſteem, and for which they have A | 


great Demand: Six Cities of the Third 8 
its Diſtrict. = N „ 


The Tenth City, Ouen tchecu un.. 


THE Situation of this City: is in Marſhy (49 
very near the Sea, and the Beauty of its Buildings 
gave it the Name of Little Hang tebeou. The Flux 
and Reflux of the Sea aſcends to the very Walls, where 


Veſſels, that lie there in a ſaſe and commodious 
aven. „ 
The whole Country is a Mixture of fertile Plains 
and barren Moyntarfis, ſome of which are very craj f 
gy and ſteep, eſpecially in the Neighbourhood.” © 
Fo tien; it hath five ma, of the Third Order'i THF its 
Diſtrict. {Ss Tat, 


The Elevinth Ci, Tchu 0 Ped 5 5 7 — 


THIS whole Country is encompaſſed with - 
Mountains, the Vallies are very fruitful, and Rice i is 
very cheap, on account of the Difficulty of tranſ- 
porting it elſewhere ;, the City is ſituated on the Banks 
of a fine River, which is navigable as far as the Sea; 
The Mountains are cover'd with handſome Trees, and h 
among others with Pines of an extraordina 25 Thick- 
neſs; there are ſome, as we have been aſſur d, that 
will hold more than t Men in the Cavity of their 
Trunk; they ww tor e Houſes and "Of 
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- The Rivulets are bordered with Foreſts of Reeds 


the Height of thirty Foot, and the ſmall. 
leſs than ten; if they are burnt while 
55 a Water from them look'd up- 
on by the Phyſicians as very wholeſome, and is 7 
to thoſe who have their by ay 
Bui: or Fall, it being retended that this 
has the Virtue of freein che Bad from thi rue 


ed Blood. It hath ten Cities in its Diſtrict. 


The Sixth Province of the Empire of China, 


Hou quang. 
T Empire, 2 the Provinces of Ho nan, Riang 
nan, Kada , Quang fog: Quang ft, Kee tcheou, Se 
ichuen, and Chen .; the great River, Tang iſe kiarg, 
runs croſs it from Eaſt to Welt, dividing it in two 


Parts, the Northern and Southetti. 


The North Part contains eight Pb, of Cities. of 
the Firſt Order, and fixty Cities of the Second and 
Third Ordets, without reckoning the err Villa- 


es, and Cities of War. 


The greateſt Part of this Province is a flat 
Country, watered. in all parts with Brooks, 12 
and Rivers; there are great Numbers of all kinds 


Lake Fiſh, and great Plenty of Wild-Fowl upon the 


| The Fields nouriſh Beafts without F the 
Wag all ſorts of Grain and Fruits, eſpeci- 

ges and ber of all kinds; the Moun- 

oy 9 nn 41 he: les 2d Medicinal. 
Herbs ; ſome oft K. Talk, and others 
. coverd with large 0d Pins, fit to make the 


great 
8 


called by the Exropeans, Bamboos; ſome 


2 e nner oc 


ms — is placed in the middle of the 
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great Pillars which the Chineſe ArchiteRts make uſe 
ol ip their fineſt Buildings, 4:90 
I ch Sams of he Rivers and Brooks which . 
ſcend from the Mountains they find Gold; 
Mines of Iran, Tin, Tottenague, and fi 
tals, alſo great Quantities of Paper, made of the 


greas Numbers of little Inſects that yield Wax, ar 
well as Bees which produce Honey. 
In a word, there is ſuch groa-Plenty of al forts 


of Hy ye chat it is commonly called the Ma- 


zine. of the Empire; and it is a Proverb among 
Chineſe, That the Province of Kiang fi may jun- 
1 China with 4 Breakfeft, 


can wholly maintain it. 


There was formerly in this Province a great Num- 


ber of Prices deſcended from the Royal Famiby' of | 


Hong vou, but this 3 
d by the Tartars. rr 2 5 


The North Part F the Province of Hou gung 


The Firſt City, and Copital of the Provinces, Yau, 
chang f Oy. 
THIS is both the Capital of the Province, Vows 


the North Part of it, called Hou pe, where reſides 
the Jong tou of both. Parts of this ovince ; it has 


unger its particular Juriſdiction one Gry ofthe Second 
Order, and nine of the Third. 

Jon chang 18 almoſt in the Centre of the Em- 
pire, and ſituate in a Place vici may moſt eafi hy 
communicate with the reſt of the Provinces. This 
* Han yang, from which it is ſeparated 


only by th Breadth of the River Yang ye kiong, 1s 


the little River Han forms a Place: the beſt 
and of the greateft Reſort in China; one may com- 
pare the. Extent of this City to Paris, and Han Jag 


W or Rowen : Add to this,” an incredible 


Num- 


— 
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Bamboos which grow there: In the Fields there are 
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Number of Barls of all Sizes, Which lie ſome ir 


one River, ſome in the other, ſor the length of to 
French Leagues, to the number of eight 'or © ten 
thouſand Veſſels, among which there are hundreds 
every way as large as the moſt part of . thoſe that lie 
at Wantz. Certainly, if one conſiders nothing elſe 


but this Foreſt of Maſts which are upon the fine Ri- 


ver Zan . kiang, about a League broad in this 
Place, tho? it is 150 Leagues from the Sea, and 
enough for the greateſt Veſſels, it will juſtly raiſe 
our Wonder; but when one gains the Top of any 
Aſcent, and diſcovers ſuch a vaſt Exterit of Ground 


covered with Houſes, we ſhould ſcarcely believe our 


own Eyes, or at leaſt muſt think it the fineſt Sight i in 
the World. 

One may judge, by the Kiwis of Rivers 1 
Lakes with which: this Province is watered, how 
fruitful it is, and how caſily the Trading with the 
reſt of the Empire, by means of the great River Yang 
tſe kiang, muſt needs inrich it. . 

What is farther worthy of Obſervation, is the fine 
Cryſtal which is dug = of the Mountains, . the 
plentiful Crops of the beſt Tea, and the extraordi- 
nary Demand for: Bamidoo be which is manu ufac⸗ 
tured here. . 50 Sgt 


4 
2 


Te Second City, Han yang 8 fou. IT 55 
| iT HIS City, which is ſeparated from the Capi- 


tal only by the River Yang t/e kiang, is alſo ſituated 


on the Banks of the River Han, from whence it de- 
rives its Name, and has within its Walls, and with- 
out, ſeveral very venomous Lakes, whereon 

Quantities of Wild-Fowl are taken: Its Situation, 
and the great Reſort thither to purchaſe Merchan- 
dizes, render the Inhabitants extremely rich. 
There are ſeveral Sorts of — and Citrons, 


but they never grow to be perfectly ripe. It is re- 


* for a very high Tower, formerly _ 
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Stone much uſed in Painting: There are a 


to the Honour of 4 Maid, whioſe Innocence and! Wir- 
tue were cleared in a miraculous manner. Han tebnan 


lien is the only City in its Diſtrict, e 1s quite furs. 
oe pn BEA Lakes and Rivers. 0 C c 


The Third City, Ngan lo 60. * "Ty broad 


T H 8 City ſtands upon che Banks of the River 
Han, in a vaſt Plain, equally pleaſant and fruitful ; 
its Trade with the famous Cities, - which | have juſt 
—＋ of, contributes greatly to the Riches and Wel 

e of its Inhabitants; beſides this there is 
worth -mentioning : It has in its Diſtrict two Cities of 
the Second Order, and five of the Third. - ©: 91 


44 14 ; 


The Fourth City, Siang yang fou. 


THIS City is ſituated on the Banks of the ſame 
River Han, and has the ſame Advantages as the 
preceding, with * to —— and all the 
Neceſſaries of Life. e 1 tity of Gold is 
gathered out of the —— of its Rivers, and it's ve- 
ry likely that rich Mines might be found in 2 
Mountains, if it was not prohibited. 

They get from thence Lapis Lazuli, anda. Green 


many old Pines, fit for the Pillars of large Boild 
ings: The Mountains with which one Part of the 
Diſtrict is covered, render the Country very wagen 
_ the Roads difficult to travel in. / There grows: 

eat deal of Houſe-leck and Simples uſed in Phy- 
ki : One City of the Second Order, and four of 
the Third depend upon its Juriſdiction. e 


The Fifth. City, Yuen: yang fou. . - 17 
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THIS is the moſt Northern City. of the Pro- 


vince, and the neareſt Chen fi: It is built upon the 2 


Banks of the River Han, in a Plain ſufficiently large; 
it is ſurrounded with Mountains of eaſy Alcan which 
renders che Country very agreeable. 3 


4 
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vag; is ſuuated on the Banks of a River that rung 


al HisTO RY of 25 


The Mountains produce feveral. Soots of Mechcinal 
Herbs, and a great Quantity of fine Pin: TheSoil is 
ſertile in every Part, and n 
common Shrub not unlike Ivy; it ereaps up t au- 
ſide of Trees as that does, produces Flowers of a 
yellowiſh White; the Excremitis of the Branches ae 
as fine as Threads: of Sl. 

This City bath for Cities of the Third Order under 


=; its Juri&Qionz one of them, called T hear chan bien, 


is on the Banks of a River that diſcharges, it ſelf in- 
to the Han, its Water is. uſeful to tale Spots out of 


Suk, and to — beyond all. queſtion 
there are certain Salts mixed ebe vg n 
it this Virtue. 

* The Sixth Gig, Te ngan Ta 


- THES. City is not far from the-River Zang t/a 


into it, and which communicates by feveral Branches 
with divers Lakes which lie nean it: Six Cities of tha 
Third Order are in its Diſtrict. The Country is en- 
cloſed on the North by Mountains, and on the South. 


open Field: They make Candles of this Matter, which 
is whiter than Wax; — bel Laght, and while; 
burning a more agreeable Scent. | 


The Sruanth, City, Kin tcheou fou. 


THE Diſtrict of this City is conſiderable, it con- 
tains thirteen' Cities, two of the Second” Order, and 
eleven of the Third; it makes a fine Appearance, the 
Lakes which are round it do not a little contribute to 
render the Land fruitful and pleafant; befides it hath 

a great Trade, is well built, and is not leſs populous 


_ than the Capital: * divided by a fuglc Wall into 


Two 
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two- Parts, one of which belongs to the Chineſe, the 


other to the Tartars, of which the Garriſon che, 
There are Plenty of Oranges of a little ſhat 
Taſte; the different Lakes farniſh Variety of ron vr 
Fiſh. The Regfon why the Tartars have built a Cit- 
tadel in this Place, 7 keep the Government of the 
City in their own Hands, the Situation of which ren- 
ders it of great Conſequence; it's commonly ſaid that 
— who ue ei of mmm of 
hma. l 


The Eighth City, Hoang tcheou fou. | 


THE Situation of this City is on the Banks of the 
River Ya iſe kiang; its ſmall Diſtance from the Ca- 
pital, and the Number of Lakes which ſurround it, ren- 
der it a moſt agreeable Place for Habitation; it is 
extremely well peopled, and for Trade gives place 
to few — Cities. There come there daily a ſur- 


priſing Number of Barks, loaded with all forts of. 


Merchandize. - 
The whole Diſtri& is admirably well caltdvaied; 
and agreeably diverſified by the Rivers and Brooks 


that water it, as well as by the Mountains which 


bound it on the North; ſome of theſe Mountains are 


covered with Trees, which are of great ſervice: to the 


3 there are alſn Fountains, winch bare th 
2 of giving Tea a delicious Taſte. 
re 


are deg? in the River near the City great 
ſome ſmall, which 
the Nobility keep in their Gardens for e and 


Numbers of Tortoiſes, ſome great, 


alſo at their Pleaſure-Houſes. They make excellent 
Arrack, which is very ſtrong, and takes Fire in _ 
Inſtant, pogo tration Smell; there are alfo very 
good Cheſnuts, and very large.” Its Diſtrict peers 
nine Cities, one of the een . and One hh 
the TRI! 
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be Firſt City, and Capital of the South Part, _ © 


cot L. 80 8; 


| Tchang bros: N 
IT Els is the Capital of South Part of the 
Province, called by che Chineſe Hou nan : It is ſituate 
on a large River, which hath Communication with 
the great Lake Tong ting hou : The Rivers and Lakes 
I wherewith the Country 1s watered, and the Eaſe with 
which Husbandmen convey the Waters into their fy 
| Grounds by Machines, of which I have elſewhere : 
F | Spoken, renders the Soil rich and fruitful, inſomuch I f 
cu 
fo 


1 there is no fear of Famine in Seaſons of the 
* greateſt Drought. There is great Plenty of Fiſh in 
| 


the Rivers, and eſpecially of very fine Lampreys. 8. 
The Country is partly flat, and partly mountain i 
from which they get fine native Cinnabar, and plen Ml 


1 of Chalk, which the Chineſe Phyſicians turn into : 
1 and mix with their Wine, which they pretend is ex- 5 
cellent to preſerve Health. This Capital hath in its M 
Diſtrict one City of the Second Order, and eleven of of 
the Third, 
The Inhabitants of this City have given occaſion II 
do a great Feſtival, which is celebrated in the fifth N 
Month throughout the Empire: The Mandarin who wh 
governed this City, and was much eſteemed and beloved of 
by the People for his Probity and Virtue, happening | 
to be drowned in the River, they inſtituted a Feſtival of 
to his Honour, which is celebrated by Sports, and * 
Feaſts, and Fights upon the Waters, as if they in- - 
tended to ſearch for the Mandarin, the Object of their tif 
Love and Grief: This Feſtival, which was at firſt bl 
particular to this City, came afterwards to be obſerved : 
They prepare for this remarkable Day ſmall gilt I ge 
Barks, long and narrow, one of whoſe Ends is of 
the Shape of a Dragon, whence they are called Long 
tchuen, Formerly they had Skirmiſhes upon the Wa- 
| | ter, 
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ter, and there were Rewards aſſigned to thoſe that 


got the Victory; but as theſe ſorts of Diverſions were 


attended with dangerous . Conſequences, and ſome- 


times were accompanied with $a Accidents, they 


were prohibited by the Mandarins almoſt all over the. 
Fake.” 


- The Second City, Yo tcheou Ga” 


T HE. Situation of this City is uncommdn; it 
ſtands on the Banks of the great River Yang iſe Kang, 
and the great Lake Tong ting : This Lake, which re- 
ſembles a Sea, is rerharkable for the Greatneſs of its Cir- 
cuit, which is more than fourſcore of our Leagues ; ; 
for the Quantity of its Water, eſpecially in certain 


Seaſons, in which the two great Riversof the Province, 
ſwelled with Rains, diſcharge themſelves into it, pal. 


ſing out on the other Side inſenſibly diminiſhed, and 
for the aſtoniſhing Quantity of fine Fiſh which are 

caught therein. The great Number of Barks and 
Merchandizes which are brought thither, render it one 


of the richeſt Cities of the Empire; its Diſtrict con- 


tains one City of the Second Order, and ſeven of the 


Third; ſome of theſe Cities are on the Eaft Side | 


of the Lake, and others on the Weſt: It is eve 
where extremely fruitful, and full of different ki 
of Orange and- Limon-Trees. 
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Several of the Mountains are covered with Pe - 


of different ſorts of Trees, eſpecially Pines; in ſome 


are found Lapis Lazuli, and the Green Stone, which 
reduced to Powder furniſhes Painters with a very beau- 


tiful Green; out- of others are got Chalk, and little 
black Stones, which the Phyſicians likewiſe reduce in- 


to an impalpable Powder, and give it as an efficacious 


Remedy againſt Diſeaſes of " Throat, eſpeciall P 


the Quinſey. 
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|. "7M The Third City, Pao king fou. 5 
T EHls Ciry ſtands on che River Lo kiang, whoſe 
Stream runs into the kiang, which hath a Com- 


is 

ri 
Sunication wich the. Lake Tong ting. Its Difiria 0 
conſiſts of fruitful Vallies and pleaſant Fields, which 1 * 
a 

ry 


are mountainous towards the Province of Quang i. 
It hath in its Juriſdiction one City of the Second 
| Order, and Four of the Third. 

4 On the North of the City Ou kiang tcbeou the Ri- pl 
9 ver is dangerous, and the Barks paſs along with diffi- to 
1 | culty ; its Stream paſſes acroſs the Rocks with a won- if 
| derful Swiftneſs. There is a Column of Copper e- ſt 
R rected, to which the Barks are made faſt till the 

1 neceſſary Meaſures are taken to get up the River 

[1 with Safety. v5, 

be Fourth City, Heng tcheou fou. 


4 Ĩ!be Diſtrict of this City is of a pretty large Extent, 

Lf it comprehends one of the Second Order, and nine of 
the Third; it is ſituated on an Angle, made by two 
Rivers that incloſe part of its Bounds. Its Mountains 
are pleaſant and well cultivated, ſome of which are 
cover'd with Evergreens. The Country produces all 
the Neceſſaries of Life; there is great plenty of Game, 
and ſeveral Mines of Silver, but the Opening of them 
is prohibited. They alſo make very good Paper ; in 

ort, every thing is plentiful, and this is not one of 
the leaſt Cities of the Province. 


The Fifth City, Tchang te fou. 


_IT is a large City, ſituated on the Banks- of the is 
River Xuen kiang, and at a ſmall Diſtance from the 2 
great Lake Tong ting, wherein the River diſcharges it of 

. Its Extent is ſmall, having bu; our Cities of the Si 
Third Order in its Diſtrict; but the Land is the moſt lir 
fruitful of any in the Province, and the River, which St 
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is navigable algnoſt throughout, cauſes Trade to flou - 
riſh ; every thing grows there in great plenty, 


That which is uncommon, is 4 particular Sort of 
Orange-Trees, which bear no Fruit till the Seafon in 
which others bear is paſt: This makes the Chineſe” 
call them Winter Orange-Trees: They have a ve- 
ry delicious Taſte. TOY Me 

The Mountains are full of Deer: There are alſo 
plenty of Cedars on them, whoſe Fruit is not good 
to eat, but they hang it up in their Rooms, becauſe 
it yields a very le Scent. There is alſo great 
ſtore of Lapis Lazuli, as well as the beſt Manna. 


- 


Te Sixth City, Tching tcheou fou. 


THIS City is ſituated on an Angle made by two - . 
Rivers; the Country is watered by a great Number 
of Brooks, which makes the Vallies exceeding fruit- 
ful ; it is very full of Mountains,, which yield plenty 
of Quickſilver, Lapis Lazuli, and Green Stones for 
Painting : There are alfo Mines of Silyer and Gold. 

The People who inhabit theſe Mountains are not 
ſo polite as the reſt of the Chineſe ; on the contrary, 
their rude and favage Manners make them to be 
looked upon as Barbarians : The Diſtrict of this Ci- 
* one of the Second Order, and nine of the 
Bird. | | n 00 40 


The Seventh City, Yong tcheou fou. 
THIS City, the moſt Southern of the Province, 


is ſurrounded with Mountains, whoſe Verdure renders 


a very agreeable Profpe&, and is ſituate on the Banks 
of a River, which not far from thence runs into the 
Siang kiang. The Water of this River is fo clear and 
limpid, that in the deepeſt Places you may count the 
Stones and Flints that are at the Bottom : There grows 
plenty of Bamboos in _ part of this Diſtriẽt, and 

>: + in 
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in W the Lien Boa, with yellow Flowers : Thers 
are cight Cities in its Juriſdiction, ” the Second 
Order, and ſeven of the Third. | 
Beſides theſe principal Cities, there are two of the 


Second Order, which are not ſubject to any Fou, or 
Ci ity of the Firſt Order, and have each a Juriſdiction 
over other Cities: The firſt is called Tin tcheou, and 
is on the Frontiers of the Province of Koei tebeou, it 


has in its Diſtrict three Cities of the Third Order: 


The ſecond is called Thing Tcheou, a very large and 
populous City, builsbetween two Rivers ; five Ci. 
ties of the Third Order are ſubject to it, all ſitu- 
ated on the Frontiers of the City of Quang long: Tho! 
this City is full of Mountains, yet, they . hok hin- 
deri its Cultivation. 
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The Seventh Proxies f the Ear, of China 


Ho nan. 


Tur $ Province, for the Mildneſs of its "Clin, 


and Fertility of its Soil, is generally eſteem'd a 


delicious Country, and 1s called by the Chineſe Tong 


hoo, that is, The Flower of the Miadle, becauſe it is 
ſituated near the middle of China, It is bounded on 
the North by the Provinces of Pe tcheli and Chan fi, 
on the Weſt by Chen ſi, on the South by Hou quan, 
and on the Eaſt by Chan tong ; it is water'd by the 
River Hoang bo. Beſides the Forts, Caſtles, and Gar- 
riſon Cities, it contains eight Fou, or Cities of the 


Firſt Order, and 102 of the Second and Third Or- 


ders. 

The Chineſe ſay that Fo hi, the Firſt Founder of 
their- Monarchy, kept his Court in this Province; 
ſome of their — affirm that he began his Reign 
2952 Years before the coming of Chriſt : If their O- 

pinion 


Cumnsa, CHINXESE-TAATARV, Ofc. 
pinion be true, it confirms the Chronology. of the Se- 


and healthful ; it abounds with Corn, Rice, Paſture, , 
Cattle, Oranges of all ſorts, Pomegranates, and all 
kinds of Fruits as Europe does. The whole Province 
is a Champaign Country, excepting towards the Weſt, 
where there are Mountains covered with Foreſts y but 


towards the Eaſt it is cultivated like Garden che 


Chineſe call it The Garden of China. 

It is alſo well water'd with Fountains, > Va and, 
Rivers, which make it very - pleaſant. - There is a 
Lake in it remarkable for giving an inimitable 
Luſtre to Silk, with which this Country abounds... 
In one of the Cities, Nang yag, there is a 
kind of Serpent, whoſe Skin is ſpeckled with white 
Spots, which the Chineſe Phyſicians ſteep in a Phiol 
full of Wine, and give it as a Remedy for the Palſy. 


The F rſt City, and Metropolis of the Province, WEE 


ai fong fou. 


THIS is a large, "rich, and populous Place, TE, 
ated in a fine Country, in the middle of a large and 


28 
{uagint. - The Air of this Country is very tem $:- 4 


well cultivated Plain, within two Leagues and a half 0 


of the River Hoang bo; it hath this Inconveniency, 
being ſituated in a Bottom, that the River is higher 
than the City. : 

To prevent the Inundations they fm made great 
Dikes of more than thirty Leagues long; in the Year 
1642 this. City was beſieged by the Rebels, whoſe 
Army conſiſted of upwards of 100,000 Men ; the. 
City had endured a Siege of ſix Months; the General 
of the Army, who was come to ſuccour the City, find - 
ing it impracticable to relieve it, ordered the Pikes 
of the great River Hoang bo to be broke open, in order 
to overflow the Country. The Inundation was ſo vio- 
lent that it — the _ and 2000008 ener, 
tants periſhed, - | 
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Cai: 17 was then three Leagues in Circumference; 
it has rebuilt fince that Misfortune, but is not con- 
ſiclerable enough to be placed in a 
the Cities of China, Its Diſtrict is very large, and 
Contains four Cities of the * Order, and thirty 
of the Third. : 


12 The Second City, Kouei te 7 e 
THIS City is ſituated in a vaſt Plain between 


two fine Rivers; its Diſtrict contains ſeven Cities, 
one of the Firſt Order, and fix of the Third: Theſe 


Cities are rich, and well peopled the Country is flat, 
and well cultivated : The Air is very pure, and the 
Soil fruitſul in all ſorts of Grain and Fruits, eſpecial · 
ly Oranges and Pomegranates. | 


The Third City, Thang te fou. 


THIS City is ſituated in the Northern Part 1 
the Province; its Diſtri& is not large, being ſtrai; 
ned by the Provinces of Pe tche li, and of Chan ſi; it 
is well watered with ſeveral Rivers, which make its 


Soil very fertile ; they dig out of the Mountains, which 


are not very high, Loadſtones, and they bear divers 
kinds of Wo, In the Precinct of this City 
there is one City of the Second ſe: and yr of the 
Third. | | 


The Fourth City, Quet kiun fou. 


THIS City is built on the Bank of a River in 
a ſandy Ground, whoſe Soil is not fo rich as the reſt 


of the Province; it has i in nne 


the Third Order. 


The Fifth City, Hoai king fou. 


THE Territory of this City is bur of a very 
ſmall Extent ; it is bounded on the North by the 
Mountains which ſeparate it from the Province of 


Cbanſi, and on the South it hath the great River —_ 


"7 ; y " 
* 
7 
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to; its Diſtrict contains but fix Cities of che Third 
= —— Air 1 is mild, and very healthful, the 


producing all the Wedel ib of 
great Quantities of Sim 


r iced Fa ure are 


| — and Medicinal Plants, which ſupply the Province. 


The Sixth City, Honan fou. 5 — 


THIS City, which has the ſame Name with the 
Province, is fituated between Hills and three Rivers. 
The Chineſe thought formerly that it was the Center 
of the Earth, becauſe it is in the Center of their Em- 


pire. The Soil about it is fertile, and the City is 


very large and populous 3 its Diſtrict is of great Ex- 
tent, and contains one City of the Second . 


thirteen of the Third. One of theſe Cities, called 


Teng fong hien, is remarkable for the Tower which the 
famous Techeou kong built, and in which he uſed to oh- 
ſerve the Celeſtial Motions ; there is yet 8 
an Inſtrument with which he uſed to take the 

tude of the Sun at Noon, in order to find the Lati- 
tude: He lived upwards of 1000 Years before the 


Birth of Chriſt ; \Chinge prexend thr keimen! 
the Mariners Compaſs DF 


The Seventh City, Nan yang lou. 1 — 


THE Country about this City is very fine, 
and of a wonderful Fertility; the City is ſtu- 
on the Banks of a ſmall River, being neither 


large, rich, nor „ and is ſurrounded with 
Mountains; ſome o chem have the Lapis Lazuli. 
There are alfo with White, as'F 


mentioned before, and Annen the Chineſe Phyſicians 
uſe for the Cure of the Palſy. The Juriſdiction 7 
this City is vaſtly great, and comp rehends two Cities 


of the ee Order and fix of the Third, 


The 


— 
21 "+ * 
: . 
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1 5 "The "Eighth City, Yu ning fou. CR! 


THIS City. is ſituated upon the Banks of the Ri 
— The Country within its Diſtrict is very 
large, and is partly flat, and partly mountainous, 
eſpecially to the N orth and South; it is watered with f T 
ſeveral Rivers,” which renders the Soil very fruitful. whic 
There are two Cities of the Second, and er of che ſorts 


Tie Bight 7 Province of the Empire / Ehins, 9 
7 Chan tong. 


Tuns! is one "of the moſt fruitful Provinces of the tumr 

Empire: It is bounded Weſtward with the Pro- and 
vince of Pe tche. li, and Part of Ho nan, Southward Flou 
with Kiang nan, Eaſtward with the Gulph of Niang and | 
nan, and Northward with the Gulph of Pe zcbe li. WM lent: 
It is divided into ſix Countries; e is th 
ties of the Firſt Order, and 114 of the Second and * 
Third Order, beſides fifteen Forts built along the tende 
Coaſts at the Mouth of Havens and Rivers, and ſe- our 
veral Iſlands in the Gulph, which are very populons, have 
and have very good Havens. The Imperial Canal paſ- Wor 
ſes through "Parr of this Province; it is through this a ſo 


Canal that all the Barks, which o from the Southward Buſh 


to Peking paſs ; the Duties which they pay for the Mer- Silk 
chandiſes they carry amount to 10,000,000. The brou 


Length of this Canal, the Thickneſs and the Height of 1.4 
the Dikes through which i it runs, and which are made 


of hewen Stone, with Ornaments. at proper Diſtances, 


ſhew the admirable Induſtry of the Chineſe. Befides A 
this great Canal it is well water'd with Lakes, Ri- Can; 
vers, and Brooks, which render it very fertile. It I fron 


abounds with Rice, Millet, Wheat, Barley, Beans, 


and 


CuixnAa, CHINES ETA RTARY, c. 
d all ſorts of Grain and Fruit, and alſo with all 
Quails, and Hares, which are very cheap; and alſo 
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orts of Fowls, as Capons, e ec 95 18 4 


Fiſh, which are ſo plenty that they are a II 


or nothing, 

There are Fruits of all kinds, ef een Pears, 
which are excellent, Cheſnuts, fine 
ſorts of Nuts, and multitudes of Prunes; the Prunes 


and Pears are dry'd, and afterwards ſent into other 


eaches, divers 


Provinces. There is a ſort of Fruit which the Por- EA 


tugueſe call Figs, and the Chineſe Setſe, which is to, 
be found no where but in China; altho* it grows in 


other Provinces, this of Chan lone hath the greateſt 
Plenty of it. 


This Fruit, of which I have ſpoken i in other Pla- 


ces, is never ripe but towards the beginning of Au- 


tumn: It is commonly dry'd as the Figs are in Europe, 
and fold in the Empire, when it becomes White as if 
Flour had been thrown on it, and is covered by little 
and little with a Coat of Sugar. Some of it is excel- 


lent for Taſte, and eats like our beſt dry'd Figs ; ſuch: | 


is that which is gathered in the Province of Chan hs. 


There is another Kind, which is green, and is never. 


tender when full ripe, but is cut with a Knife like 
our Apples: The Trees which yield theſe Fruits,” 
have very little need of Dreſſing. There are a kind of 
Worms, like our Caterpillar, which ſpin in the Fields 
a ſort of white Silk, whoſe Threads ſtick to the 
Buſhes and Shrubs, of which they make a coarſer 
Silk than that which is made of the Silk Worms 


brought vp in Houſes, but cloſer. and thicker, 7 |, iK 
The Firſt City, and Metropolis of this Province, * 
Tſi nan fou. ra 


ALTHO' this Capital is not buile near the great 
Canal, yet all its Trade is upon it: About a League 


| from this Town there is a large lags called 0 
«fy | 


" ot, . 
ad! * 
* » 


* 
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| keou, which is on the Banks of a River called Nr 
bo, which runs into the Canal, and by which all the 
Merchandiſe of this Town is convey d to it. The 
principal Commodity of this Country are the Silks 
called Ken tcheou, which are made of the Silk of the 
Worms like Caterpillars, already defcribed, and are 
very laſting, and very cheap. The other Commo. 
dity is Chineſe Glaſs, called Leon li, which is made 
at a large own called Yen tching, within the Di- 
ſtrict of this Capital: This ſort of Glaſs is more brittle 
than that of Europe, and breaks when expoſed to the 
Inclemencies of the Air. 

nan is a very large and = rqxp Place; there 
are ſeveral Lakes within its Walls, from which Ca- 
nals have been made through the City; it is alſo 
beautified with fine Buildings. There are within 
its Diftrict four Cities of the Second Order, and 
twenty fix of the Third. The Country about ir, which 
reaches to the Sea, is very fruitful. in all kind of 
Grain, and abounds with Cattle.” In ſome of its 
Mountains there are Iron Mines, and the Lakes are 
well ſtocked with Fiſh. The Flowers called Lien 
boa, which I have mentioned ſeveral times, are * 
Plentiful in this Countr r. 

10 f The Second City, Yea een fou. 
THE Territory d 


n 


epending upon this Capital is 
incloſed between two Ae, =o the 
North called 7a tebin ho, and the other to the South 
call'd Hoang bo, beſides ſeveral other ſmall Rivers 
and Lakes, which abound with Fiſh, and make the 


Soil very fruitful. The Country is very well cul- 


tivated, and the Mountains are covered with Woods, 
and the Air mild and temperate. There are twen 
ſeven Cities within the Juriſdiction of this Capital, 


whereof four are of the Second Order, and twenty 
three of the Third. One of theſe Cities called, Tei 
ning tcheou, is in no wile inferior to Zen tcheoy, either 


in 


Ch, Ag Enna laws Ax v, Cc. 


in „Number of Inhabitants, or Riches 


being ſeated in the midſt of the great Canal, it 
is one of the moſt conſiderable Marts of the Em- 


P There 1 is another City called Kio feou Bien, which 
is remarkable for being the Birth-Place of C 
the Philoſopher 
whoſe Memory the Chineſe have erected vere Pubs. 


The 15 City, Tong 9 5 00. 5 jo 6 
THIS City is ſituated upon the Banks of che 


great Canal, and is very rich, and a Place of 'grea 
Trade. The Country within its Diſtrict - produces 


Corn, and Fruits of all forts in great abundance, fo 


that nothing is wanting either for the Neceſſaries or 


Pleaſures of Life. There are three Cities of the Se- 


cond Order, and fifteen of the Third, within its A* 
riſdiction. 1 
There is one of theſe Cities called Lin an tcheoir; 


which is very conſiderable for its Trade, and it is 


there that the grand Canal joins the River Oei bo: 


It is one of the moſt populous and trading Cities of | 


the whole Empire, and is no leſs remarkable for its 


fine Buildings, but above all for a Tower of eight 


Stories high, which is without the Wall, whoſe Out- 


fide is of Porcelain, adorned with diverſe Figures, 


and the Inſide of poliſh'd Marble of different Co- 
lours; in the Wall there is a Stair-Caſe, and at every 
Story a fine Gallery of Marble, with Iron Rails 


gilt; at the Corner of each Gallery there are little 


Bells, which, being ſhaken with the Wind, ma! - an 


agreeable Sound ; there are alſo ſeveral Idol Ten- a 


ples of curious Architecture. 
The Fourth City, T fin tcheou * 


THE Territory depending upon this City * 
partly watered with Rivers, and partly n | 
| 


8 
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5 the Soil is very fruitful, and the Neighbourhood of 
the Sea ſupplies it with all neceſſaries of Life; it a- 
bounds with Fiſh, whoſe Skins bring great Profit to 
the City. In this Country the Cows breed in their 
Bellies a yellow Stone, called by the Chineſe, Nizou 
hoang, which ſometimes is as big as the Egg of a 
Gooſe, but no harder than a ſoft Leaden Pencil, and 
is more eſteem'd by the Chineſe Phyſicians than the 
Bezoar-Stone ; they ſay that when it is pulveris'd in 
hot Water, it immediately cures Defluxions and Ca- 
| tarrhs, in the ſame manner as the Stone which grows in 
à Bullock's Gall-Bladder cures the. Jaundice. = b 
There is one City of the Second, and thirteen of is { 
the Third Order, within the Juriſdiction of this has 


City. five 
. ; built 
The Fifth City, Ten tcheou fou. and 


THIS City is built on the Sea-Shore, and has we 
a very convenient Harbour, with a ſtrong Garriſon, 

and ſeveral Veſſels which guard the Gulph. Within the | 

its Diſtrict are eight Cities, one of the Second Or- 1 

'- Cer, and ſeven of the Third: Part of theſe Cities are Yen 

on the Continent, the others are Sea-Ports, where fruit 

© there are very good Oiſters. Altho' the Country is ſer v. 


mountainous, yet it is well watered with Rivers, and this 
the Soil very fruitful. The Stone of Nieou boang is It 


to be found here, as well as in the preceding City. Rice 
| The Bamboos or Reeds are ſquare here, altho' round VINC 
N every where elſe. 5 | W 


The Sixth City, Lai tcheou fou. * 


HIS City is built upon a Promontory, and is . 

' ſurrounded by the Sea on one fide, and by Mountains P 
on the other. There are two Cities of the Second I *" 
Order, and five of the Third, within its Juriſdic- x 
tion, ſome of which ftand by the Sca- ſide, eſpecially ara 
Mao tcheou, the Situation of which renders it almoſt W x 
impregnable. The whole Country is watered with. 2 

| Rivers, 
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fruitful, and have 'aburidance-<f! Coal-Mines, which 
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Rivers, which makes it very fruitful 4, and it_.is in- 


termix'd with Plains and Mountains ET. to- 


n the Nee 
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7 be Ninth Province of the Ingle 1 Chin, 
Chan fi. 


THIS; eee ee Ching; 


bounded on the Eaſt by Pe the li, on the South 
by Ho nan, on the Welt by Chen fi, and the North 


is ſeparated from Tartary. 'by the Great Wall. It 


has but five Cities of the Firſt Order, and eighty 


five depending Cities: There are alſo ſeveral F orts 


built at certain Diſtances to defend the Great Wall, 


and ſeveral Garriſons, which are larger and more po- : 


ulous. than many of the other To.]ns. We learn 


om Hiſtory, that the People of this e- 1 


the firſt Inhabitants of China. 


The Cie in bealthful--and.ageckhdey r 


ry mountainous; ſome of theſe Mountains are very 


ſerve them for Fuel, Wood n not very E in 


this Province. 
It abounds with al manner of Corn, excepting 


Rice, and furniſhes Wheat and Millet to other Pro- 
vinces: Its Vines have very good Raiſins, fit to 
make Wine of, if the Chineſe choſe it, but they only 


dry them, and fell them to the whole Empire. 


There is a great abundance of Musk, of Porphy-- * 


ry, of Marble, and Jaſper of divers Colours; the 


Lapis Lazuli is very common here; and there are 


many Iron Mines, which Iron, when wrought, is at- 
terwards ſent into the other Provinces. 


"There are Lakes of Salt-water from which they 
draw Salt, and many Fountains ln hot and — 


The : 


Water. 
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Tai yuen fou, 
THIS City was formerly very fine, and beauti- 
 fyd with a great many fine Palaces, which belong'd 
to the Princes of the laſt Imperial Family, Tai ming 
chao z but they are all fallen to Ruin, and ſome 
Parts of the City are almoſt deſolate, tho' the Place 
is — mon egres the Silks which are 
wrought 3 as make fine Car pets, 
_ - ſuch as the Turtey ones, of all Sizes; and as the 
Mountains furniſh them with Iron, they have a great 
Trade in that Commodity. 
This City 1s very ancient and populous, near three 
Leagues in Circuit, ſurrounded with ſtrong Walls, 
and ſeated on the Bank of the River Fuen bo; it has 
a very large Diſtrict, which com five Cities 
of the Second Order, and twenty of the Third. 
There are on the nei ing Mountains fine Mo- 
numents of Marble, and ſome of he ven Stone, be- 
ſides Triumphal Arches, Statues of Heroes, Lions, 
Horſes, and other Animals, very natural, and the 
whole ſurrounded by Foreſts of ancient Cypreſs- T 
Trees, planted chequer-wiſe, This Country a- yang 
bounds with Musk, and here are fine Veſſels made of Rive 
Earth; Lapis Lazuli is alſo very common here. 
The River Euen bo, which is often mentioned in very 
the moſt ancient Chineſe Books, runs through this Ord 
Capital, as the River Ouei does thro the City of Si 


ngan fou, and afterwards both of them fall into the of 
Yellow River, by which means they water the Pro- PEE 
vinces of Ho nan and of Kiang nan. Gori 
| De Second City, Pin yang fou. | oy 

Wa 


ALT H O' Pin yang is only the ſecond City of 
this Province, it is not at all inſerior to the Capital, 
neither in Antiquity, Fertility of Soil, Extent of Di- - 
ſtrict, or Number of Cities depending upon os the 
| | ; |  Wnic , 
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_ Cnina,/Cuintss-Tarxtary;i&c, 2 
which, are thirty-four,, viz..fix of the Second Order, 
and twenty-eight of the Third; ſeveral of them are 
very conſiderable, beſides great numbers of Towns 


and Villages that are very populous. It is ſeated on 
the Bank of the River Fuen e e "x 


four Miles round. 

The Country, which is 1 15 its Diſtrict, is part! 
Champaign, and partly Mountainous, and is well on 
tivated; the great River Hoang bo runs through it 
from Weſt to North ; there is a Lake of Kalt naler 
near Man y bien, from which they make Salt. 


The Third City, Lou ngan fou, | 
THE Territory of this City is not very large, 
having but eight Cities of the Third Order under its 
Juriſdiction, but it is ſituated in a very agreeable. ' 
Place, almoſt at the Head of the River T/o tang bo. 
Altho? the Country is Mountainous, yet it is fruitful, 


and produces all Neceſſaries of Life. This whole Di- 


ſtrict is very thick ſet with Towns and Villages. 


The Fourth City, Fuen tcheou fou. 


THIS City is ſeated between the Capital and Pin 
ang, about half way; it takes its Name from the 
River Fuen ho, on Whoſe Banks it is built in a very 
commodious Situation for Trade: Its Diſtrict is not 

very large, for it contains but one City of the Second 
Order, and ſeven of the Third, and the greater Part 
of them are built between the great River Hoang ho, 
and the River Fuen. Tho? the Country is Moun- 


tainous, it is well cultivated, and abounds with all 
Sorts of Grain and good Paſture. There are a great 
many Baths, *and Fountains almoſt boiling 105 whoſe . 
Waters differ i in Colour and Taſte. © | 


The Fifth City, Tai tong fou. 


THIS City is neither ſo ancient, nor ſo large as 
the others of the lame Provinces it is built in a very 
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4  - "Mountainous Country, and is the only Place expoſe 
to the Incurſions of the Tartars ; it is very well fort. 
fied, according to the Manner of the Chineſe; and has 
a very ftrong Garriſon ; its Territory is ſurrounds 
with the Great Wall, which has Forts from Place to 
Place; its Juriſdiftion is very large, and extended 
over four great Cities of the Second Order, and ſeven 
of the Third; its Mountains abound with all kind; 
of Simple and, Medicinal Herbs, which the Botaniſts 
ther with great Care; Lapis Lazuli is in great plenty 
. and there is a kind of Jaſper which 1s tranſpa- 
rent, and as white as Agate 3 Porphyry, Marble, and 
Jaſper of all Colours are yery plentiful ; and here is 
alſo a great Trade for Skins. N ; 


r Wot 20h 


— ? The Tenth Province of the Empire of China, 
Chen ſi. 


— 


THIS Province is divided into two Parts, the Eaſt 
and Welt, and contains eight Fou or Cities of the 
Firſt Order, and 106 of the Second and Third Orders, 
beſides a great many Forts on the Great Wall. Kar 
tcheou, and So tcheow, are the moſt conſiderable Garri- 
ſons of this Province; the Air is temperate, the Peo- 
ple are mild, and more civil and affable to Strangers 
than the other Northern Chineſe ; the overflowing of the 

| Rivers renders the Soil very fertile, which abounds 
with Wheat and Millet, but produces very little Rice. 
There are abundance of very good Gold Mines, but 
they are not ſuffer'd to be open'd : There are alſo 
great Quantities of Drugs, as Rhubarb, Honey, 
Wax, Musk, Cinnabar, and odoriferous Wood re- 
3 ſembling Sandal, and abundance of Coal - Mines. 
| There are many Quarries of a certain ſoft Stone or 
Mineral, call'd Hiung boang, of which they make 
Veſſels; and the Phyſicians eſteem it as a ox 
emedy 
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Remedy againſt all forts of Poiſon; malignant Fe- 
vers, and contagious Heats in the Dog: -Days. They 
ſteep this Mineral in Wine; it is of a pale- red Co- 
lour, with a yellowiſh Caft, and ſpotted with little 
black Points, and looks like the Subſtance of a Crayon. 
There is alſo a ſmall, dark blue Stone, ſtreak' d with 
white; the Chineſe a that when it is ground, and 
reduced to Powder, it's an excellent Remedy. 

Stags and Deer are here in great multitudes, be 
ſides great numbers of Bears, Wild-Bulls, and other 
Animals reſembling Tigers, whoſe Skins are very cu- 
rious; there is a kind of Goat, from whence they ge 
Musk, and certain Animals who have Wool on their 
Backs, whoſe Tail is very long, and the Fleſh well 
taſted; there is alſo a ſingular Kind of Bats as lar 
as Hens, which the Chineſe prefer to the moſt den- 
cious Birds. They mix Wool and Goats-Hair, and 
make a very fine ſort of Stuff, which they wear next 
to their Skin in Winter. There i is a kind 2 Bird too, 
which 1s very beautiful, called he Golden Hen. 

There are all forts of Flowers, particularly one 
which they call The Queen of Flowers, reſembling, 
the Roſe, bur finer, and hath larger Leaves, = 
the Smell is not fo pleafant ; it has no Prickles ; 
Colour is Motley, Red and White, yet there are * 

of them Red ang 'Yellow : ; the Shrub on which they 
grow reſembles our Elder-Tree; in hot Climates 
they are obliged to cover it, to _ ve it from che 
Heat of the Sun. | | 


The Eaſtern Part of the Proviiecs of Chenſi, Yeung 


The Firſt City, and Capital, Si ngan fou. 


N EXT to Peking this 1s the largeſt and Kneſt > 
City of China ; it is built in a great Plain, and is the 5 
eſidence of the Thong tou of the two Provinces of 
Chan i and Se tchuen, as alſo the Governor of the 
ern Part of this Province, There are in its Juriſ- 
* ä diction 
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diction fix Cities of the Second Order, and thirty-one 


of the Third. 


This City, ſor ſeveral Ages, was the Seat of the 


Chineſe Emperors, and 1s yet very populous, and a 


Place of great Trade, eſpecially in Mules, which 
they breed up in great Numbers, and ſend to Pe. 


king, where they are fold for five or ſix hundred 


Livres apiece, it being the uſual Cuſtom for all Per- 
ſons of Diſtinction to have a Servant ride before them 


in the Streets. 3 


The Walls of this City, which are well fortify'd 
with Towers, and ſurrounded with a deep Ditch, 
are about four Leagues in Circuit, and are very near 
a Square, the Sides being almoſt equal : Some of the 
Gates are, very magnificent, and remarkable for their 
Height: The Houſes are but very low, and ill-buil, 
as they are generally over all China; the Furniture 


is but indifferent, and Porcelain ſcarce, the Workmen 


being leſs skilful. | 
There is a ſtrong Garriſon of Tartars in this City, 


. commanded by a T/an kun, or General of their Na- 


tion, which are in a ſeparate Quarter of the City, 


from which it is parted by a ſtrong Wall: There 
are great Numbers of Mandarins here, who are moſt 


Tartars, 

The Natives of the Country are ſtronger, braver, 
and more uſed to Fatigue than in the other Pro- 
vinces : The Mountains which are in the Territory 
of Si gnan fou are very agreeable, and afford a kind 
of Earth which is extremely white, and highly valud 
by the Ladies, who uſe it to whiten their Skins. 


| The Second City, Yen ngan fou. 
THIS City is ſeated in an agreeable Plain, along 


the Banks of the River Yun ho: There are within 


its Diſtrict three Cities of the Second Order, and ſix- 
teen of the Third. Within its Walls is a high 
Mountain, which is remarkable for the fine RR 
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one Þ that are upon it: There drops from its Mountains 4 
a certain Liquor they call Oil of Stone, which they 
burn in Lamps: The Country is very rich in Sable- 
Skins, and other rich Fur; and there is Marble of all 
6 eee, 
The Third City, Fong tſiang fou. 3 


THIS City is large, the Buildings are fine, and 
the Air temperate; the Country in its Territory is 
well cultivated, and fruitful, being ren watered 
with Rivers and Brooks. In its Diſtrict there are one 
City of the Second Order, and ſeven of the Third. 


The Fourth City, Han tchon g fou, 


THIS City is ſeated on the Banks of the River 
Han: In its Territory there are two Cities of the 
Second Order, and fourteen other Towns of the 
Third; it is watered by ſeveral Arms of the River. 
The City is large, and very populous; the high 
Mountains and the Foreſts that ſurround it, make it 
very ſtrong, and ſerve for Bulwarks ; the Vallics are 
agreeable, and produce all Neceſſaries of Life in a- 
bundance. . 

This Country has great Quantities of Honey, Wax, 
and Cinnabar ; Deer, Stags, and Bears are alſo. very. 
er, common; the Feet of theſe laſt are delicious Food for 
o. the Chineſe. oe 
1 The Way which was formerly made through the 
nd Mountains leading to the Capital is very ſurpri- 
rd. fing, upwards of one hundred thouſand Men ha- 

ving been employ'd to complete it; they levelPd' 

the Mountains, and made Bridges from one Moun- 

tain to another, and when the Vallies were too wide 
they erected Pillars to ſupport them; theſe Bridges 
are part of the Road, and are prodigiouſly high, 

and upon which four Horſemen can ride abreaſt: 

There are Rails on each ſide to prevent Travellers 

from falling downs and Villages with Inns in th 
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for their Conveniency. Within the Diſtrict of this 


Place there is a Bird of Prey which is very rare, 
called Hai ting, ſomething like our Falcons for 
Quickneſs and Courage; but when any are caught 
they immediately carry them to the Emperor's Fal- 


conry. 


The Weſtern Part of the Province, Iſi. 


The Fifth City, Ping leang fou. 


THIS City is ſituated upon an Arm of the Ri- 
Here is Plenty of all things; the Ch- 
mate is very moderate; the Proſpect of the Mountains 
which ſurround it, together with the Waters, render 
it very agreeable : It has within its Diſtrict three 
Cities of the Second Order, and ſeven of the Third. 


The Sixth City, Kong tchang fou. 


"THIS City is very populous, and drives a great 


Trade: It is built on the Banks of the River Hoci, 
and ſurrounded with very high Mountains : It affords 
abundance of Musk, and the Mountains producethe 
Mineral Hiuffp boang, as alſo the dark blue Stone, 
white-ftreaked, both which I have already mentioned. 
This City has in its Territories three Cities of the Se- 
cond Order, and ſeven of the Third. 

| 


The Seventh City, Ling tao fou. | 
THIS City is built on the Banks of a River 


which falls into the Hoang ho, or Yellow River. 


Great- Quantities of Gold are found in the Sand of the 
neighbouring Rivers and Brooks: The Country is 
very mountainous, abounding with Wild-Bulls, and 


a certain Kind of Animal reſembling the Tiger, whoſe | 


Skins are very valuable. | 
The Vallies are covered with Corn, and thoſe that 
are near the Rivers with Cattle ; in ſhort the whole 
| Territory 
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Territory is very fruitful : It conſiſts of two Cities 
of the Second Order, and three of the Third.” ©. 


De Eighth City, Kin yang ſou. 


THIS City has always been look*d upon as a 
Barrier againſt the Incurſions of the Tartars, and is 
very ſtrongly fortified, according; to the. Chineſe way 3 
the Country about it is very fruitful; there is a kind 
of Herb called Min ſee, that is to ſay, Golden Silk, 
which is look'd upon as a good Remedy, as likewiſe a 
kind of Bean which, as they ſay, is an admirable Spe- 
cifick againſt any ſort of Poiſon: This City has in its 
Diſtrict but one City of the Second Order, and four 
of the Third. Fl 7 Wh 


A noted City of the Second Order, Lan tcheou. - 


TH O' Lan tcheou is a City only of the Second 
Order, and depending on the Preceding, yet it is a 
noted one in the Province, being the beſt of all thoſe 
that are built on the Zellom River, The City is not 
very large, tho? it is the Capital of the Weſtern Pro- 
vince, and the Reſidence of the Governor. The 
chief Trade of this Place is Hides, which are brought 
from Tartary through Si ning and To pa; as alſo 
Woollen Stuffs, the principal and moſt eſteem'd of 
which is call d Com jong; it is a kind of Serge, very 
fine, and almoſt as dear as the common Satin, but 
it is hard to preſerve it from being moth-eaten. 
There is another Stuff called Pe jong, which is ſub- 
ject to the ſame Inconveniency; and a coarſe Stuff 
made of Cows Hair, called Muou jong, which is ve- 
ry uſeful in ſnowy Weather, Norwithſtandin g all 
this Commerce, Lan tcheon is not accounted a rich 
City in China, Wi 


232 The GENERAL HISTORY of T5 
ne, $# I £ | 2 K * 7 * . | . 5 g 


ee 


j EC en A SLRS UDC 
1 The Eleventh Province of the Empire of China, I b 
4 4 45 ang Se tc uen. | 38 | l 


THE Province of Se  tcbuen is bounded on the 

North by Chen ſi, on the Eaſt by Hou guang, | 
on the South by Koei icheou and Jun nan, and on the the 
Weſt by the Kingdom of. Thibet, and ſome other Y 
neighbouring Countries. It is divided into ten Di- Ti 
ſtrifts, which comprehend ten Cities of the Firſt Or- 


( 

der, and fourſcore and eight others of the Second 1 
and Third Orders, beſides Garriſons and Forts in jt 
cat number, r m7 | | 
The great River, Yang tſe kiang, runs through the W: 
Province, which is vaſtly rich, not only by reaſon of 


of the great Quantity of Silk that it produces, but vi 
in Mines of Iron, Tin, and Lead; .in its Amber, pe 
Sugar-Canes, excellent Load-Stones, and Lapis La- | 
zuli; this laſt is of a very fine Blue. It abounds al- 
ſo in Musk, and great Quantities of Orange and 
Limon-Trees : There are alſo fine Horſes, which 
are ſmall and pretty, and very ſwift ; likewiſe Stags, 
Deer, Partridges, Parrots, and a certain kind of 
Hen. with Wool like Sheeps-Wool ; they are ve- 
ry ſmall, have very ſhort Feet, and are of great 
eſteem among the Chineſe Ladies, who keep them 
for their Pleaſure. : 

The beſt Rhubarb comes from this Province; and 
the true Root of Foulin, which has under its Bark a 
kind of Pulp, ſpongy and glutinous, which the Phy- 
ſicians make uſe of . in all their Remedies ; there is 
alſo ſome in the other Provinces, but it is wild and 
not ſo good as this: There is alſo another Root 
called Fen ſe, which bears a great Price, and conſe- 

uently is not ſo commonly made uſe of. As this 
rovince is far from the Sea, and cannot get Salt fo 
con- 
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conventeantly as ſome others, they. dig Pits in as 
Mountains from which. they get Salt-Water, which 


ſo good as that of the Sea, 


. The Firſt City, and Capital of the Province of 
ITching tou fou. 


THIS was formerly one of the fineſt Cities in 
the Empire, but was ruined in the Civil Wars in the - 


Year 1642, as well as the whole Province: Since that 


Time it has not recover'd its ancient Splendor, how- 


ever it is a populous and trading Place: Its Diſtrict 
is very large, having ſix Cities of the Second Order, ; 


and twenty five of the Third. 


The Land is well cultivated, and the Connry well . 
watered with Canals, both natural and artificial; two 
of its Rivers are very remarkable, the firſt for gi- 


ving a fine Luſtre to Velvet, and the other for tem- 
pering of Iron. 


The Second City, Pao ning fou. 


THIS City is ſeated between two Rivers; it is 
ſmall, but neat and a Place of Commerce; the 


Houſes are well built, the Country. about it is cover'd 


with Mountains, where there are Deer and Stags in 


great number : It abounds with Musk, and has ten 
Cities in its Juriſdiction, two of them of the Second' 
Order, and eight of the Third, 


The Third City, Chun king fou. 
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evaporated by Fire leaves a Salt behind 1 it, but 1 is not 2 5 


THIS City is ſeated on the Banks of a fine Ri- 'A 


ver, and has within its Diſtrict two Cities of the Se- 
cond Order, and ſeven of the Third: It is ſurround- 
ed with Mountains, ſome of which are covered with 
Orange Trees; there is more A rable Land chan i in 
the Territories of Pao Hing. | 


It 
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quantities of Silk, 06 Gene 
Sorts, e Scorzonera, and a | kind of 


Cheer very agreeable to the Taſte. 


The Fourth City, Su tcheou fou. | 


THIS City is ſeated on the Banks of the River 
Yang iſe kiang, which makes it a Place of 2 t Com- 
merce, and opens a Communication with the Capital, 


and with ſeveral other Places of the Province. Al- 


tho' the Country is mountainous yet it is very fruitful, 
there being nothing wanting for the Conveniencies 
and Pleaſures of Life. There are a vaſt Quantity of 
Canes called Bamboo, which the Chineſe make uſe of 

in various Works : There are ten Cities of the T hird 
Order in its Juriſdiction, 


The Fifth City, Tchong king fou. 


THIS is one of the fineſt, and moſt trading Ci- 
ties of the Province, and has in its Diſtri& three Ci- 
ties of the Second Order, and eleven of the Third : 
It is built at the Confluence of two remarkable Ri- 
vers, which: make its Trade with the whole Province 
conſiderable. 

Tebong king is built upon a Hill, the Houſes ſeem 
to riſe one above another like an Amphitheatre; the 
Country, which is depending upon it, is of a vaſt 
Extent, and mix'd with Vallies and Mountains; the 
Air is very temperate : They make very pretty Trunks 
here of Canes twiſted, and painted with divers Colours, 
The Rivers abound with excellent Fiſh, and Tor- 
toiſes are in high eſteem there. 


De Sixth City, Koei tcheou ſou. 


. THIS City is ſeated on the Banks of the great 
River Yang t/e kiang, and is the Key to the Province, 
where there is a Cuſtom-Houſe kept to receive the 
Duties of the Merchandizes which are brought there ; 
it is very rich thro? its great Commerce, There are 

| ten 
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ten Cities within its Juriſdiction, one of the Second 
Order, and nine of the Third: Altho' the Country is 3 
- mountainous, yet the Induſtry” of the Husbandmen — 
has made it very fruitful, There are great Quantities 
of Musk, and of thoſe Wells from which they pro- 
cure Salt: Orange and Limon- Trees are very com- 
mon here. Ii the Northern Part the Mountains are 
very rugged and ſteep, and inhabited by a very bar- 
| barous People, when compared with the common 
Chineſe. Sn 


The Seventh City, Mahou ſou- 


THIS City is built on the Banks of the River 
Kin cha kiang, and has but one City of the Third Or- 
der in its Diſtrict, which is I ſmall, but very fruit- 
ful : In ſome of its Mountains there are Stags. | 


The Eighth City, Long aan ſou. 
ALTHOUGH this City has but three Cities of 
the Third Order within its Diſtrict, yet it is look'd 
upon as one of the moſt important Places of the Pro- 
- vince, being the Key of it, and having ſeveral Forts 
under its Juriſdiction, which were formerly of 
uſe to prevent the Invaſions of the Tartars : The 
Country abounds both with ſteep Mountains and 
fruitful Vallies. 


The Ninth City, Tun y fou. 


THIS City has nothing remarkable, only that it 
is ſeated on the Frontiers of the Province of Noei 
tcheou, and is capable of defending the Entrance of it 
on that Side: It hath two Cities of the Second Order, 
and four of the Third Order in its Juriſdiction « The 
Country is very mountainous, and is fruitful enough 
in ſome Places, ' 
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The Tenth City, Tong tchuen ſou. 
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of Ou mong, Ton fou, and Tobin hiung tou fou: Th 
are thus called becauſe the Inhabitants are old Sol- 
diers, the Profeſſion deſcending from Father to Son: 
Beſides their Pay they have the Lands which ſurround 


the City: Theſe Troops are disbanded in time of Peace, 
and to make them amends they are placed in all the 


Garriſons that are in the Frontiers of the Empire; 
Beſides theſe Cities of the Firſt Order there are others, 
which tho' they are only of the Second Order, yet 
have ſome of the Third Order depending on them, 
and many Forts, or Places of War, ſuch as thoſe 
mw follow. 

tchouen tcheou, whoſe Country is watered with 
wed Rivers, and is very fruitful, the Air very 
healthful, and the Vallies and Mountains well culti- 
vated ; there are abundance of Sugar-canes, which 


produce the beſt Sugar: There are a great Number 
of Villages well peopled. 


Nia ting tcheou, whoſe Territory is well water'd 
with Rivers, and produces abundance of Rice, and 


hath Musk very plenty. 
Zu tcheou, which is the neareſt Town to Thibet, and 


commands ſeveral Forts upon the Borders of that 


Province, 


The Twelfth Province of the Randt of CHINA, 
Quang tong. 

T HIS Province is the moſt con ſiderable of the 

Southern Provinces of China; it is bounded on 


the North Eaſt by Fo*kien, on the North by Kiang ſi, 
on the Welt by Jong /i, and the Kingdom of Tong 


king 3 
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has ſeveral conſiderable Havens on 8 Coaſt. 


is divided into ten Countries, which contain ten of ” 


ties of the Firſt Order, and eighty four of the Second 


and Third Order, beſides Forts and Garriſons, to- 


gether with the Town of Macao, and the Iſle of San- 


cian, of which I ſhall give an Account, both being 


now well known in Europe. 


The Country conſiſts of Vallies and Mountains, 
and is fo fertile as to yield two Crops of Corn yearly: 


Whatever can contribute to the Pleaſures of Life a- 
bounds here ; as alſo Gold, Jewels, Silk, Pearls, Pew- 


ter, ai Silver. Sugar, Braſs, fron, Steel, Salt- 
Peter, Ebony, and ſeveral forts of odoriferoug Wood. 


There is alſo plenty of all ſorts of Fruits, as Pome- ' 
granates, Raiſins, Pears, Prunes, Cheſnuts, and 


Peaches, which tho* they do not ripen very well 


make pretty good Sweat-Meats : There are others 


that are excellent, as the Bananaes, the Ananas, the Li 


ichi, the Long yuen, with Oranges and Limons of all 
forts. 


There is a particular kind of Limon, which gr 


upon Trees as thorny as the Citron-Tree, ij" is 
much larger; its Flower is white, and of an excellent 


Odour ; when diſtilled it yields a very agreeable Li- 


1 the Fruit is near the Size of a Man's Ho ; 


e Rind nigh the ſame Colour as other Oran nges, 
the Fruit is either reddiſh or white, and the r the is is 
between ſweet and ſour. 

There is another ſort of Fruit, larger chan com- 
mon which grows out of the Trunk of the Tree; 
its Bark is very hard, and within it has a great num- 
ber of little Cells, which are full of a yellow Pulp, 
very ſweet and agreeable when the Fruit is ripe, 
Fiſh is very plentiful on the Coaſt ; there are all ſorts 


of Oyſters, Lobſters, very good Crabs. and Tor- x 


toiſes of an extraordinary Size. The ny make 


Ver 
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very fine Works of their Shells: There are abun-? 
dance of wild and tame Peacocks, which are ſent to 
bother Provinces. © ; 

I here are prodigious Numbers of tame Ducks; they 
hatch the Eggs in the Oven, or in Dung, and put the 
; young ones in Boats, and carry them to the Sea- ſhore 
at Low-water, where they feed on Oyſters, and o- 
# ther Shell-Fiſh : Several Boats go together, and con- 
| ſequently ſeveral Flocks of theſe Ducks are inter- 
mixed upon the Shore; but as ſoon as they ſtrike on 
a Baſon each Flock returns to its own Boat, as Pi- 
geons do to their Houſes. 
| There is a remarkable Tree in this Province, which 
the Portugueſe call Iron-Wood, reſembling Iron not 
RT only in Colour, but alſo in Hardneſs and Weight, 
= which laſt prevents its Swimming upon the Water, 
There is another ſort of Wood, called Wood of 
MNMoſes, it is between Black and Red; the Chineſe make 
= Tables, Chairs, and other Houſhold Goods of it. 
There are Crab-fiſh taken out of a Lake in the Ifle 
of Hai nan, which when taken out of the Water be⸗ 
come as hard as Stones, and are a good Remedy a- 
gainſt Fevers. a | 

The Mountains are covered with a vaſt Quantity of 

an admirable kind of Oſiers or Willows, which are the 
Size of one's Finger, and which creep upen the 
Ground, and produce very long Sprigs, reſembling 
twiſted Cords ; they are very limber, and not eaſily 
broke ; they make of them Cables and Ropes for 
Ships, Baskets, Hurdles, Seats, and very commodi- 
ous Matts, on which the Chineſe lie in Summer, they 
being very cool, | 
The People of this Province are very induſtrious, 
and tho? they are not quick at Invention, they are very 
S$kilful in imitating any fort of Work that is ſhewn 


them from Europe, and which they improve to great 
Perfection, 
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| CHINA, CRHINESE-TARTAR 


As the Province of Quang tong is a Maritime Pro- 
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vince, and the furtheſt di 
Government is one of the moſt conſiderable of the 
Empire: The Jon tou of it is alſo that of the Pro- 
vince of Quang fi, and reſides at Tehao king, which is 
the nearcit to the Court. | "es | 


che Firſt City, and Capital of the Province of | 
- b Quang tcheou fou. 5 * 


* THIS City is called by the Europeans, Canton; 
and is one of the richeſt and moſt populous Cities of 
China; it carries on a great Trade with the neigh- 
bouring Kingdoms, as alſo with Europe. e 
+ It is ſeated on the Banks of one of the fineſt Ri- 
vers of the Empire, called Ta ho, which comes from 
the Province of Quang fi; it meets another River, 
which is deep enough to bring up large Veſſels from 
the Sea to the City, and is carried by Canals: into ſe- 
yeral Provinces ; its Mouth is very wide, and more 
remarkable for its Name, which is Hou men, that is, 
Gate of the Tyger, than for its Forts, which have 
been built to prevent Chine/e Pirates. The Countries 
bordering on it are well cultivated, and full of Rice, 
or of a ſort of Trees which are age 8 : 
The great Quantity of Money, which is brought 
here Gn rden - — draws the Merchants 
ſrom all the Provinces to this Port, where all the Cu- 
rioſities of the Empire are to be bought: Neverthe- 
leis the Manufactures of this Town are not much e- 
ſteem'd at Peking, excepting the Silk - Stuffs called Cha, 
which are the beſt of the kind, eſpecially thoſe that 
are ſtrew'd with Flowers with Holes in it like Lace, 
which are very much uſed in Summer, being very 
Cheap and neat. my | 

The Number of Tradeſmen in this City is almoſt 
incredible,” and yet not ſufficient to ſupply the Trade 
which it hath; They have eſtabliſned a great many 


Factories 


«as. 


t from the Court, its 
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Circuit is upwards of three Leagues ; it is in no w 
inferior to Canton, in reſpect either of Riches, or 
Number of Inhabitants, which by report is upwards 
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FiQorics at Fo chan, which have rendered chat Bos 


very conſiderable. . 
Fo chan is within four Leagues from Canton: 


of a Million of Souls. 
The Reſidence of the Vice-Roy is at Canton; the 
Diſtrict of this Capital comprehends ſeventeen Cities, 


one of the Second Order, and {1xteen others of the | 
Third. 


The Proſpect of this City and of the adjacent 
Country is the fineſt that can be, for in going up the 
River that runs to this City the Country on both 


Sides perfectly ſmiles, being fine Green Fields as far 
as; the Sight can extend, intermix'd with pleaſant : 
Groves, and little Hills cine above another, which 
are like an Amphitheatre, Rocks cover'd with Green 
. Moſs, Villages in little Woods, and Iſlands cut out 


into Canals, the whole making a beautiful Landskip. 
The City i is very large, and made of three different 


Towns, ſeparated by fine Walls very high, but ſo 
nearly 175 together, that the ſame Gate that ſerves 
to go out of one ſerves to go into the other: The 


whole forms a Figure ſomething like a Square. 
The Circumference of this City 1s near to that 


of Paris, tho* there are no void Spaces nor large Gar- 


dens, but ſome very beautiful Squares 

The Streets — hang: and ſtraight, and paved with 
hewen Stones very hard, tho? they are but narrow, 
excepting a few which are a little 5 from Place 
to Place there are Triumphal Arches: There are like- 


_ wiſe covered Places, which have the fineſt Shops un- 


der them. The Houſes are not magnificent, the ge- 
nerality of them being level with the Ground, built 
with Earth, with ſome Ornaments of Bricks, and co- 
vered with Tiles. The Streets are full of Shops, ex- 


tremely neat. The has and eas are carried in 


Chair, 
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Chairs, but the common. People walk the bg : 
bare-footed, and often bare-headed; or elſe with a a 
ference, and an odd Fi- 
„to defend them from the Sun and Rain. The 
no Catriages for Goods, but all ſorts of 'Merchan- 
diſes are carried by Porters. * 
The Idol-Temples, ſurrounded with the Cells x 


the Bonzes, are remarkable; as alſo the Hall of Con- 
fucius, and the Academy where the Learned meet. 


The Za men, or Palaces of the Mandarins, are re- 
markable for their Beauty and Magnitude : The Ri. 
ver is coyer'd with a Multitude of {mall Barks, which 
contain an infinite, Number of Perſons, and appear | 
like a floating Town : Theſe Barks are placed in 
Ranks, and 12255 Streets; each Bark contains a Fa- 
mily, and is divided into different Apartments like 
Houſes; the common People, who inhabit them, 
go a Fiſhing early in the Morning, or to the Rice 
Harveſt, of Rich they have two Crops a Year: The 
Number of the Inhabitants of Canton is computed'to 
exceed a Million of Souls: At the end of each Street 
there is a Barrier, which is ſhut every Evening ſoon 
after the Gates of the City, ſo that every body 1s 
oblig'd to be at home early at Night ; this Method 
prevents a great many Diſorders 1 in China. 


The Second City, Chao tcheou fou. 


THIS City is ſituated at the Confluence of two 
navigable N one comes from the Town of Nan 
liong, and the other runs from the Province of Hon 
quang. The Bank of one of theſe Rivers, Which is 
to the Weſtward of the City, is joyn'd to it by a 
Bridge of Boats, and is well inhabited. 

This Country is very thick ſet with Villages, and 
very fertile in Rice, "Palins: Fruit, Cattle, and. 


Fiſh, but the Air is not healthful, and very often, -—- 


from the midſt of Ofober to the! ant of December, 
Yor. 1; i * | 
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Diſeaſes reign there, which ſweep away great Numbers 
of the 5 — There are ſix Cities of the Third 
Order within its Juriſdiction, near one of which grow 
black Reeds, which look like Ebony, and of which 
they make muſical Inſtruments. 

Within a League of Chao tcheou there is a Mona- 


ſtery of Bonzes, which, as they ſay, formerly con- 


tained a thouſand of chem; z its Situation 15 the fineſt 
that can be, all the Country adjoining belongs to this 
Monaſtery, which was founded between eight and 
nine hundred Years ago. The Founder of it, whoſe 


Body is greatly rever'd, lived in extreme Auſterity, 


and wore an Iron Chain always round him, which 
corrupted his Fleſh, and bred Worms; he was 6 
ſet upon mortifying himſelf, that he pick'd up the 
Worms as they fell off, and replaced them, ori, 
that there was ſtil] ſomething to prey on, His Suc- 
ceſſors, the Bonzes, followed his Example but very 
ill, profeſſing Charity, and yet practiſing all ma 
of Debauchery. Formerly the Pilgrims 3 
that they uſed to rob and plunder them, but now there 
are Orders to prevent it. 


The Third City, Nan hiong fou. 


THIS is a large trading City, ſeated at the Foot 
of a Mountain, which ſeparates the Province of Qua 
Tong from that of Kiang fi, from which run two great 
Rivers, one towards 3s South, and the other to- 
wards the North ; this City has but two Cities of 
the Third Order under its Juriſdiction. Between * 
hiong, which is the laſt City of the Province of 
tong, and Nan ngan, which is the firſt o 
Province of Xiang fi, there is a high 3 d 
Mei lin, over which there is a remarkable Road. The 


Diſtance from one Place to the other is ten Leagues, 


and the Paſſage over the Mountain is ſomewhat more 
than a League, _ ſurrounded on both Sides with 
Precipices 3 
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Precip 3 But as it le y videstio unbapr "Acti- 
From the Top of che nt one 5 fas: 2 | 
way into the two Provinces: There is a kind 
of Temple erected in honour. and to the Memory of 
the Mandarin who contrived this wonderful Road, 
which is the moſt remarkable of all China, being the 
nd Paffage for whatever comes either from the 
* or oth, and is throng*d at all times aun 51 
wach as the Streets of great Towns. | Wat l 


The Fourth- City, Hoei tcheou tou. 13 2 


1 HIS City is almoſt ſurrounded mat Water 
* is built in the moſt fertile Part of the whole Pro- 
vince- It hath eleven Cities within its Diſtrict, one 
of the Second Order, and ten of the Third. All 
forts of Fiſh- are ver̃y plentiful in this Country, as 
Oyſters, Crawfiſn, Lobſters and Crabs; as alſo Ter- 
toiſes of a monſtrous Size. There are two remarkable 
Bridges, one of which has forty Arches, and joins, 
to the Eaſtward, the Banks of the two Rivers which 
meet there the other is to the Wet upon a little 
Lake which waters the Walls of the Town. This 
Lake is but one League in Circuit, and is lined with 
Stone quite round; the Shore is beautify'd with fine 
Gardens and Trees. There are two Iſlands on this 
Lake, where they have built Pleaſure-Houſes, which 
have a Communication one with another by means of 
a beautiful Bridge. 

In one of the Mountains of this Diſtrict there | is 
a particular kind of Butterfly, which, on account -of 
its Beauty and Size, is ſent to Court, and made uſe 
of woe certain Ornaments, which I havedeſcrib'd elſe- 
where. 


The Fifth City, Tchao tcheou fol, . 


THIS City is ſeated near the Mouth of the River a 
Han ang, and the Tide ebbs and flows here; it has 
R 2 Y A 
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a fine Bridge on the Eaſt, which is very long and pro- 


portionably wide. There are eleven Cities of the 


Third Order in its Diſtrict 3 this Country is ſepa- 
rated from the Province of Fo kien by Mountains, and 
is generally very fruitful. 

93 The Sixth City, Tchao king fou. | 
THIS City, according to the Opinion of the greateſt 
Judges, is the beſt built and the fineſt in the whole 


Province, and is the Place of Reſidence of the 7% 


ton of the two Provinces of Quang tong and Quang {; : 
It is ſeated on the River Tabo; there is a Tower of 
nine Stories high at the Eaſt of the City; the Ha- 
ven is very ſpacious, and is at a Place where three 
Rivers or Canals meet, one of which runs td Canton. 

From Tchao king to Canton both Sides of the Ri- 
ver are lined with Villages, and ſo near to one ano- 
ther that they ſeem to make but one. There is one 
upon the Left Hand of an extraordinary Length, con- 
taining near 200 Houſes, which appear like ſo many 
ſquare Towers. There is alſo the Village of Fu chan, 
in which it is computed that there are 1,000,000 of 
Souls. There are upwards of 5000 Barks the 
River, which are longer than our ſmall Veſſels, in 
each of which there is a Family ; beſides a vaſt Num- 
ber of Fiſhing-Boats, and Canoes to croſs the River 
with, there being no Bridge over theſe great Rivers, 

In this Country there are abundance of wild and 
tame Peacocks ; as alſo China Wood, and the Wood 
which the Portugueſe call Pao de Roſa, as likewiſe the 
Iron-Wood, which I have already mentioned. There 
is one City of the Second Order, and five of the Third 


within the Diſtrict of Tchao king. | 
We Seventh City, Kao tcheou fou. 

THE Tide flows and ebbs as far as this Town, 
ſo that the Chineſe Barks go up to it; the Country 
is very fruitful, This City has within its Diſtrict 

3 | one 
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one City of the Second, Order, and five of the Third. 
This Diſtrict is furrounded on one fide by the Sea, and 

on the other by Mountains; there are a great Num- 

ber of — 4 ks, and other ſorts of Birds of Prey. 

There is alſo a kind of Stone like Marble, which na- 

turally repreſents the fall of Waters from the Moun- 

tains, and Landskips; they cut it in Leaves, and make 

Tables and other curious Houſnold- goods of it. There 


1 © 7 


, zs a kind of Crawfiſh like the common ſort, but 
/ when they are out of the Water they petrify with- 
4 out loſing their natural Form. The Chineſe Phy- 
ſicians uſe them for a Remedy againſt burning Fea- 
vers. | 1 N * Annen 
| The Eighth City, Lien tcheou fou. © 
| THIS City is a very convenient Harbour for the 
Chineſe Barks : It has but one City of the Second Or- 
| der, and two of the Third within its Diſtri& : This 
Country is on the Borders of the Kingdom of Tong 


king, from which it is ſeparated by inacceſſible Moun- 
tains: There are great Numbers of Peacocks: They 
fiſh up Pearls out of the Sea; and there are abun- 
dance of fine Works made of Tortoiſe-Shells. | 


The Ninth City, Loui tcheou fou. 


T HE Territory of this City is the fineſt and the 
moſt fertile of all the Weſtern Cities of this Province: 
It is almoſt all ſurrounded with the Sea, and is ſepa- 
| rated from the Iſland of Hai nan by a ſmall Straight. 
| There are many Villages whoſe Inhabitants live by 


Fiſhing : Here grow thoſe long Oſiers which I have 
already mention d, with which they make Ropes, &c. 
| Within the Diſtrict of this City there are only three 


Cities of the Third Order, wh 
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4 e fenifics South of the $28; 215 is a * 
Iſland, bounded on the North by the Province of 
Quang ſi, which may be ſeen in calm Weather; on 
the South by the Canal which is formed by the Bank 
of Paracel, and the Eaſfern Coaſt of Cochin China; 
Weſtward by part of this Kingdom, and part of 7 on 
king, and Eaſtward by the Chineſe Sea. 

: ts greateſt Length from Eaſt to Weſt is between 
fixty and ſeventy and its Breadth from North 
to South is between forty and fifty Leagues: The 
whole Circuit is near 160 Leagues. 

The Soil of che Northern Fart of the Iſland is a 
Plain, reaching from the Sea - ſide about fifteen Leagues 
into the Country; on the contrary the Southern and 
Eaſtern Parts are very Mountainous. There are ſome 
Valleys in the Centre of the Iſland which are culti- 


_ vated, the reſt being moſtly barren Land; yet there 


are two Crops of Rice Tear, Which ſupply 


the Neceſſities of a numerous People. 


The Climate of the Northern Part is very un- 


healthful, eſpecially on account of the Water; the 
Inhabitants are obliged to boil the Quantity of Wa- 


Dar in the Morning, which they deſign to uſe all that 
ay. 

The Iſland is in the Diſtrict of the Province of 
Quang tong ; Kiun icheou, its Capital, is built on a Pro- 
montory, and Ships lieat anchor under its Walls. Two 
Sorts of Mandarins command here, as in all other Parts 
of China, that i is, Mandarins of Learning, and Manda- 
rins of Arms, or Officers. There are three Cities of 
the Second Order, and ten of the Third under its 
Juriſdiction, and they are all near the Sea-fide. 
The greateſt part of the Iſland is ſubject to the Em- 
peror of China, except the middle called Li mou chan, 


or Tehi — which is independant, you is inhabited 


by 
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by a free People, who have never been conquered, nor 


but they have been obliged to 1 their Plains 


into the Mountains in the Centre of the I! and, where 
they are ſhelter d- from their Inſults. | 
Formerly theſe People uſed to trade with the Chi. 


9; and exchange Gold, China Wood, and Calan: . 
ba Wo6d for other Commodities, which brought 


immenſe Profits to the Chineſe Governors; but the 


Emperor Cang bi, hearing what great Quantity of : 


Gold his Mandarins uſed to get by it, forbid them on 
pain of Death to trade with 52 People. However 
ſometimes they carry on a clandeſtine Trade with 


them, but this has been very inconſiderable Within 


this thirty Years to what it uſed to be. 

Theſe Iſlanders never a pear, unleſs it. be wore 
times when they make Irruptions into the Villages 
which are neareſt to the Chineſe ; but they are ſuch 
Cowards, that fifty Chineſe will put to flight a thou- 
ſand of them. Nevertheleſs there are other Iſlanders 
more tractable, and have ſubmitted to the Chineſe 
who live in the Plains, having no Communication 
with thoſe of the Mountains; others are Shepherds 
to the Chineſe, and labouring Men: There are great 
Numbers of them in the Eaſtern and Southern Part 
of the Iſland : They are generally deformed, very 


| ſhort, and of a reddiſh Colour, 


Both Men and Women have their Hair in a 
Ring over the Fore- part of the Head, and upon it a 
little Straw Hat, ty'd under the Chin with two Strings, 
Their Habit is a Piece of Cloth made of Cotton, 
which is either black or of a deep blue Colour, which 
covers, them from the Girdle down to the Knees; the 


Women wear a ſhort ſort of Waiſtcoat of the ſame 
Stuff; they likewiſe paint their Faces, from their Eyes 


downward, with blue Streaks made with Indigo. Both 


| Sexes wear Pendants to their Ears, either of Gold or 


R 4 Silver 


to retire 
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have ſubmitted to the Authority of the Mandarins ;_. 
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Silver made in the Shape of a Pear, and very well 
| Tr Arms are Bows and Arrows, in which they 
are not very skilful; they have alſo a kind of Hanger 
which they carry in a little Basket ty'd behind 
them: It is the only Inſtrument which they have to 
do all their Carpenters Work with, and to cut Sticks 


and Briars when they croſs Foreſts. Beſides the Gold 


Mines which are in the midſt of the Iſle, there are 
in the Northern Part Mines of Lapis Lazuli, which 
is carried to Canton to paint the blue Porcelain ; the 
fineſt Wood, both for Scent and Sculpture, is taken 
from the Mountains of Hai nan. | 

The choiceſt Wood, next to that of China, is the 
Hoa li, called by the Europeans Roſe-Wood, or Violet- 
Wood, becauſe of its Scent, There is a yellow Wood 
which is very fine and incorruptible ; Columns of a 
certain Size made of it are fold at a very dear rate, 
and kept as well as the Hoa li for the ſole Uſe of the 
Emperor. A r ; $5 
The Ifland not only produces the ſame Fruits as 
grow in China, but alſo Sugar, Tobacco, and Cot- 
ton; Indigo likewiſe is very common here. Beſides 
there is a Harveſt of the Nuts of Arequier, and a 
Crop of Ratan: They catch abundance of all forts of 
Fiſh, - which are ſalted and ſent abroad, In ſhort, the 
Tfahd of Hai nan, conſidering its Situation, Magni- 
tude and Riches, may be placed in the Number of 
the moſt conſiderable of the Afatick Iſlands, i 
In the North of the Iſland there is a Port where 
all the Barks of Canton come, which is formed by 
a wide River, whoſe Mouth is defended by two little 
Forts, and has but ten or twelve Foot Water: Within 
two Leagues of this Port is the Capital, between them 
is a large Plain, in which are a great many fine Chi- 
neſe Sepulchres, among which there is a Croſs raiſed 
on the Tomb of an 7alian Jeſuit, who was the firſt 
| Miſſionary that came into this Iſland. There : 2 
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fine Port to the of the Iſle at the Bottom of 
2 1 Bay, there is near twenty Foot Wa- 
on the Shore of this Port . 
* Plants, and of * Madrepores of all kinds: 
There are Trees which yield Dragons-Blood, and 
many others: of different Sorts which diſtil, an Inci- 


ſion being made, a white Juice, which as it hardens 


turns red, but is not at all of a Conſiſtence like Gum 


or Rozin. This Matter being thrown into a Per- 


fuming- pan burns ſlowly, and diffaſes a Smell weaker 
but more agreeable than IncenſG. 

Among the Rocks in the Sea there is a little kind 
of blue Fiſh reſembling a Dolphin, in greater Eſteem 


among the Chineſe, than the Golden Fiſh which is 


in their Rivers; this blue Fiſh lives enen 
out of its Element. 

Among the Animals of chi Iſland there is a re- 
markable kind of great black Apes, whoſe Phyſiog- 


nomy reſembles very much that of Mankind, having 
Features well made; but this Kind is very _— 


There are others that are grey, and very ugly, but 
very common. 

All ſorts of Game are very ery plata here, W 
is very fine Hunting of all 
Hens, which are excellent, there are abundance of 
Turtle-Doves, as alſo both Kinds of Wood-Pidgeons: 


Stags are alſo very common here, and Maron Hogs, 


which are a kind of Wild-Boars. 
There are alſo ſeveral ſorts of curious Birds, as Ra 


vens with white Circles about their Necks like a Neck - 


cloth, and Starlings which have the Reſemblance of 
the Moon,upon their Bills. There is alſo a kind of 
Bird, not unlike a Black-bird, of a deep'blue Colour, 
with long yellow Ears about half an Inch long, which 
ſpeak and whiſtle in perfection. There is likewiſe a 


imall Bird of the Size of a Linnet, the Colour of 


* A Sa Plans ſomething lis Coral, but white. 


| wich 


1 


inds; beſides Wood - 


which is a fine bright Red, and another whoſe Fea- 
thers imitate Gold.; and tho” theſe are of « differene 
Kind they flock together. 
There are — and Snakes of a eue Size, 
but they are thought not to be dangerous, for the In- 
habitants carry no Arms to defend themfelves againſt 
them; beſides they are yy” =—_ the leaſt 5 
* them away. | 
What ſome Authors haves'y Jiſh'd concerning rl 
Lake, which they affirm is to be found in. this Iſland, 
of a petrifying Quality, is a Miſtake. 


\ The Port of Macao, 

1 HE Portugueſe have been in Poſſeſſion of this 
Port upwards. of 100 Years, and formerly they had 
a great Trade. here, when they were Maſters of a 
conſiderable Part of India, but now they have only a 
Fort with a very ſmall Garriſon. _ 

The City is built upon a Peninſula, or ſmall INand, 
being ated from the Continent by a River. As 
for the ouſes, they are built after the ſame Manner 
as in Europe, but very low: The Chineſe are more 
numerous than the Portugueſe, who are mixt with 
People of different Nations, and are born in India, or 
at Macao. They are not very rich, and but little e- 
ſteem'd by the Chineſe. 0 

The Fortifications of Macao are pretty 3 and 
well ſtock'd with Cannon, but the Garriſon is but poor- 
ly maintain'd by the Chineſe, who are Maſters here. 
There is a Portugueſe Governor, as well as a Chineſe 
Mandarin, to take care of the City and neighbouring 

the Palace of the latter is in the middle of 
the City, and the Portugueſe Governor is oblig'd to 


obey _ Quiders,clpecially where the rg are con- 
3 


The Portuy tugueſe became Maſters of this Port by 


dhe Glowing: Accident: In the Time of Hong tcht, 
the Europeans traded at Canton, or at Ning po, 1 the 
| ro- 
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Province of Tobe kiang, but in the Time of Ni ing | 
there was a Pirate called Tchang ſi lao, who took Mas 


'firmd, for there are five Villages in it inhabited by 


CHINA,/Cuintss- Parrian v, Ac. 


cab, and beſieged the Capitalof f the Province; the Mans 


darins deſired the Maſters” of the European Ships that 
were there to lend them Aſſiſtance, which chan did, 


and purſued the Pirate to Macao, and kilb'd him 


there. The Tong tou having inform d the Emperor 


of this Victory, he publiſh'd a Decree, in which he 
gave Macao to the European bp crer rv a 
might eſtabliſh themſelves there. | 


4 4 
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The Iſland of Chang tchuen _ 2% © 
St. Francis Xavier, whom the Portugueſe call 'the 


Apoſtle of India, is buried in this Iſland, where he 
tied, and his Sepulchre is at the Foot of a Mount 
tain, This Iſland is not deſolate, as ſome have uf. 


poor - F 1ſhermen, who live upon what they cateh, 
and a little Rice which they ſow. Here is a 


pretty 
Chapel, which was built about ANY Fear ago by 


ſome Portugueſe Jes. 25 


The Thi 2 Prov nce EY the « Bir 7 Chin 


— | | 
3 IQ e Tame? 
HIS eri is. ſituated bs thoſe all Duane 
tong, Hou quang, Koei tcheau, Nun nan, and the 


Kingdom of Tong king, and contains twelve Cities of 


the Firſt Order, and eighty of the Second and Third. 
It produces ſuch Plenty of Rice that it ſupplies the 
Province of Quang tong, which otherwiſe would not 
be able to maintain its numerous Inhabitants 3 not- 
withſtanding which it is not comparable to moſt of the 
other Provinces in reſpect of its Extent, Beauty and 
e It is * by ſeveral large Eater 
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£4 ® There are Mines of all kinds of Metals in this Pro. 
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vated, being a Country w 
ially towards the North, 1 1 fl of Manes 2 
which are covered with Trees. 


neſe, out of Policy, prohibited to be open'd for ſome 
time, to avoid the Diſorders that might be occaſion'd 
thereby ; but they have at laſt ventur'd to open the 
Gold Mine at the ſole Expence of the Emperor. 

There is x Tree in this Province, which 
inftead of Pith hath a ſoft Pulp, of which they make 
Flour, and whoſe Taſte is pretty good. 

In this Iſland there are plenty of little Inſects that 
produce White Wax, of which I have ſpoken elſe- 
where : The Cinnamon that grows here diffuſes an 
Odour much more agreeable than that of Ceylan. They 
make Silks here, and there are TAY Porcupanes, 
and Rhinoceroſes. 


The Firſt City, and Capital of the Province of 
Quei ling fou. 
| THIS City is ſituated on the Banks of a River 


that runs into the Ta bo ; and tho? this River is con- 


fiderable yet it is unnavigable, on account of its Nar- 
rowneſs and Rapidity, and con uently is unſervice- 
able for Trade. The Name of this City, Quei ling, 
ſignifies a Foreſt of the Flowers of Quei, they being 
more numerous in this Province than in any other, 
eſpecially in the Diſtri& of this City; it grows upon 
a great Tree, whoſe Leaves are like thoſe of the 
Laurel ; the Flowers are ſmall, and yellow, + and 
grow in Tufts; they ſoon fall off the Tree, and then 
others ſucceed: In Autumn this Tree is full of Flow- 


ers, whoſe Smell is ſo agreeable that the whole Coun- 


try is perfum'd therewith. | 
In this Country are found the beſt Stones which the 


Learned uſe to make Ink of, and there are Birds 


whoſe 
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whoſe Feathers are di d with variety of Co- 
lours, which are wove into their Silks. 

This Capital has but two Cities of the Second Or- 


der, and fern of the Third within its Diſtrict: It is 
almoſt ſurrounded with ſavage and barbarous People, 


ready given an Account of 


Mandarins, and thoſe that were independant. 


The Second City, Lieou tcheou fou. | 
THE Diſtrict of this City is large, and well wa- 


* 


a N S AAaATT wes 7 


there is abundance of Simples for the Uſe of Phyſick ; 
there are two Cities of the Second, and ten of the 
Third Order under its Juriſdiction : In the Number 


wg YT + 


of its Inhabitants, for there are no Examinations at 
Peking for the Degree of Doctor, until ſeveral Learned 
Men of this City have taken it firſt, in order to be 
employed in Affairs of State. 

| The Third City, Kin yuen fou. _ 
THIS City is not pleaſant, tho? it is built on the 


craggy Mountains, and is not far diſtant from thoſe 
of the Province of Koei tebeou, which are almoſt in- 


lavage 


tains, are full of Villages and Forts, and they find 
Gold in the Rivers. It has two Cities of the Second 
Order, and five of the Third in its Diſtrict. 


The Fourth City, Se nguen fou. 


but one of the Second Order, and two of the Third, 
and is ſurrounded with Mountains: The People were 


who inhabit the erb Mountains. I have al- | 
eir Manners; and of the 
Difference between thoſe that lived under the er 


ter d, but the Country about it is very mountainous z 


of the latter is You ſuen bien, famous for the Genius 


Banks of a large River, becauſe it is ſurrounded with 


acceſſible, and inhabited by none but a People almoſt | 
The Vallies, which are between theſe fruitful Man ö 


THE Diſtrict of this City is ſmall, and contains 


formerly 
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polite ſince they have been incorporated into the Em- 


namon, which is not near 
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formerly very brutiſh and ſavage, but are become mote 


pire. $64 | 
be Fifth City, Ping lo fou. | 

THIS City is ſituated on the Banks of 4 great 

River, which 1s not very fit for Navigation, becauſe 


it runs through ſeveral very ſtrait Vallies, and a- 
bounds with WHlows. It hath one City of the Se- 


cond Order, and ſeven of the Third in its Diſtric, 


which are all ſurrounded with Mountains, that render 
the Country very diſagreeable, and yet ſome are co- 
vered with Orange Trees, and there is a great Quan- 
tity of White Wax. 


The Sixth City, Ou FF PE fou. 


ALL the Rivers of this Province unite near this 
City, which joins to the Province of Quang tong, and 
is the Key of the whole Province, and the moſt con- 
ſiderable City for Commerce in it: It hath one City 
of the Second Order, and nine of the Third within its 
Juriſdiction. The Country i is partly mountainous, and 
partly flat : In the Mountains is 57 Cinnabar, and 
the uncommon Tree called Q which in- 
ſtead of Pith hath a ſoft Pal p- of Eng, they make 
Flour, and whoſe Taſte is pretty good. 

- Beſides other Animals, which are common in China, 
there is the Rhinoceros, and a kind of yellow Ape, 
whoſe Shape and Cry reſemble thoſe of an ordinary 


Dog. 
The Seventh City, Sin teheou . 


THIS City is ſituated at the Confluence of t two 


Rivers .in an agreeable 55 when compared with 
the reſt of the Province; it produces a kind of Cin- 

& good as that of the 
Den of Ceylan, either for Smell or Taſte ; there are 


alſo 
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alſo Trees that produce the hard Wood called "Irons 
Wood, They make here a kind of Linen Cloth'of 
a ſort of Graſs, which is often fold dearer than os 
common Silks ; and there is likewiſe a yellow Earth 


which they affirm to be good againſt all ſorts of Poi- 


ſon. The Diſtrict of this City is not conſiderable, 


and contains but three Cities of the Third Order. Wy: 
The Eighth City, Nag ning fou. _ 


THIS City i is almoſt ſurrounded with Rivers and 
ſmall Lakes; it hath four Cities of the Second Order, 
and three of the Third within its Diſtrict, which is 
full of Mountains and Vallies. There are large Par- 
rots which ſoon learn to talk, and very large Porcu- 


pines, as well as Iron Mines in ſome of its Moun- 


tains. 
The Ni nth City, Tai ping an 


; THIS City is built on a Point of Land which 
is almoſt ſurrounded by a River; on the Laridfide 
it is fortify'd by a Wall that reaches from one Arm 
of the ſame River to the other: The Territory of 
this City is very fruitful, very populous, and well 
cultivated, being the beſt in all the Province: There 
are a great Number of Forts, becauſe it is near the 
Confines of the Kingdom of Tong king. * 
The Chineſe call the Inhabitants of this Country 


\ Barbarians, becauſe they are not ſo polite as them- | 


ſelves : There are within the Diſtrict of this City twelve 
Cities of the Second Order, and two of the Third. 


en 


The Tenth City, Se ming fou. 5 ] 


THIS City is likewiſe fituated i in the Neighbour- 
hood of the Kingdom of Tong king, in a mountainous 
Country, near the Pillar wich the Tonkineſe have 
erctted for the Limit of their Kingdom, and which I 
have deſcribed in another Place; the Mountains are 
well ſtock'd with Wood: It has but four Cities of the 

Second 
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Second Order in its Diſtrict: This 


Country pro- 
duces all the Neceſſaries of Life ; but the Inhabitann 
are not near ſo polite as they are in the reſt of the 


- The Eleventh City, Tchin ngan fou. 
A GREAT Part of the Diſtrict of this City 
bs t on the Kingdom of Tong king, and has 
but one City of the Second Order. Formerly it was 
but open Towns, which they have enlarged, and 
ſurrounded with Walls, to make it a City of the Se- 
cond Order. The Manners of its Inhabitants are 
not different from thoſe of the Chineſe, and the 
| roduces all things neceſſary for Life. Here 
is great Plenty of Honey and Wax. 
The Twelfth City, Se tchin fou. | 
THE Diſtrict of this City is very ſmall, and 
ds but two of the Second Order; it is ſi- 
tuated at the 1 2 ſmall Rivers which 
join near its Wall. untry Is y flat, 
and y mountainous, and ſtands on Ago Mem, 


of the Province of Jun nan; it is full of Towns that 
are well peopled. 
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The Fourteenth Province of the Empire of China, 


Yun nan. 


THIS is one of the richeſt Provinces of the Em- 

pire, and is bounded by the Provinces of Se tchuen, 
Koei tcheou, and Quang fi, on one fide; and on the 
other with Thibet, and a Savage People little known, 
and the Kingdoms of Ava, Pegu, Laos, and Tong king. 
It contains twenty-one Cities of the Firſt Order, and 
_ kifty-five of the Second and Third, and is : well 3 
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rig wth. Rivers and Lakes, which render it 7TH 
fruit 

All ſorts. of Proviſions are cheap, and they 
receive great Profits from the N they find a- 
mong the Sand in the Rivers, and Torrents "a I. 
ſue from 7 5 of the Mountains in the Eaſtern Part; 
this gives reaſon to believe that there is abundance of 


Gold Mines, that would bring in: immenſe Riches i bs 


allow'd to be open eG. 

Beſides the common Copper Mines, which are 
found in other Provinces, they have here a particular 
kind of Copper calPd Pe tong, which is intirely white; 
it alſo produces red Amber, but no yellow : There 
are Rubies, Saphires, Agates, Pearls, Precious- 
Stones, Musk, Silk, Benjamin, a fort of Incenſe 
picky is greatly admired, Lapis Lazuli, and very fine 

arble. 


turally painted with divers Colours repreſenting Land- 
skips, with which they make Tables; ſome think 
Rubies, and other Precious- Stones, are brought here 
from the Kingdom of Ava. 


They have excellent Horſes, that are very ftrony 2 


2 Vigo rous, but low ; there are alſo a particular 
ind 

Dogs, which the Nobility keep in their Gardens for 
their Diverſion, as likewiſe great Numbers of Gold- 
en Hens, called Kin ki, which I have deſcribed in 


another Place. 


Theſe People are very ſtrong, en whty, * 


and apt to learn. | 
The Firſt City, and Capital of Jhe Province ja 


un nan fou. 


47 THIS City is ſituated on the Banks of a lug 
Lake, which they call the Southern Sea, which ſome 


Years ago was remarkable for its Beauty, and was up- 
wards of a League in Circuit, and adorned with fine 
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There is alſo of that kind of Marble which is na- 


Stags, that are no larger than our common 
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The" 
Buildings and Gardens. A Chingſe Prince 


then Maſters of China, had granted him the Inveſti- 
ture of it, with the Title of King; but this Prince 


having revolted, and taken Arms againſt the Empe- 


ror in the Year 1679, his Family was ruin'd, and he 


dying ſoon after 0 Old Age, his Troops were di- - 


ſperſed. 


The Trade for Metals is greater here than in any 


other Province: There is a kind of Stuff which is 
uncommon, called Tong bai touan ſe, that is, Satin of 


the Eaſtern Sea; it is thick, made of Silk- Thread 
twiſted, plain, without Luftre or Flowers, and is 


dyed into all ſorts of Colours, as the Tonan ?fe, or 
common Satin; they make alſo fine Carpets. 
The City of Jun nan has more Reputation than 


- Riches, the Shops are but por furniſh*d, the Mer- 
e 


which is very 


chants are not wealthy, dings but indiffe- 
rent, and the Inhabitants thin when compared with the 
Capitals of other Frovimaes, EH 71S 
7 The Tong tou, or Governor-General of the Pro- 
vinces of Jun nan, and of Koei tcheon, refides here, 
as alſo the Viceroy of the Province. Within its Di- 
ſtrict are four Cities of the Second Order, and ſeven 
whole try is very agreeable and fertile, 
the Waters are very good, the Climate is temperate, 
and the Canals are made large enough to admit conſi- 
derable Barks. 27628 
The Inhabitants have Wit as well as Courage, and 
their Employment is either the Exerciſe of Arms, of 
i The Horſes" of this Country are ſmall, 
but ſtrong and lively: Lapis Lazuli is found here, as 
alſo the Trees whoſe Wood is called Roſe-Mocd. 


' The Second City, Ta li fou. 


. THIS hy is alſo built on the Banks of a Lake, 
ong, and well ſtock d with all _— 
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kept his Court there; and the Tartars, 12 1 
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ry mild, and. the Soil fruit 
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Fiſh z the City is and popu 0 


This is the principal Place er e 


Tables, and chr 5 gh Larble, whi 


t from a Mountain called Tien ung, and is natu- 

y beautify'd with different Colours, ſo that 
a, imagine an able Painter had embelliſh'd it ud 
Mountains, Flowers, Trees, and Rivers. 7a li has 
under its Juriſdiction four Cities of the Second Or- 
der, and three of the Third. f 


The Third Cin, Ling ngan FRY Tye h 


THE Diſtrict of this City, which Sell four 
Cities of the Second Order, and five of the Third, | 
conſiſts of Plains, Yallies, and Mountains, whoſe 
Proſpe& is not Iifhprecatile 3 it is watered by two 
Lakes and ſeveral Rivers, and is very fertile, efpeci- 
ally in Rice and Wheat ; it Peres alſo Honey, a 


great Quantity of Wax, and moſt. of the F ruits which 
grow in China. | 


"The Fourth City, Tchou hiung | 8 


1H Ts City is ſituated in the Center of the Pros - 
vince, in a very fine Country, watered by ſeværal Ri- 
vers, and encompaſſed on all ſides with beautiful 
Mountains which ſerve inſtead of Ramparts: The 


by. ety 
3 


Air is healthful, and the Soil produres all ſorts f 


Grain in abundance; there are alſo very r — | 

ſtures. : | 

The Mountains ield Lapis Lazuli and Pigs 

| Stones; there are [1 — Silver Mines, but they are 

not permitted to be open d. It has within its Diſtrict 
only two Cites of the Second _—_ ! 1 


THE 3 — 8 City is 


being built on the Side of a Lake, and in a Plain fare... 


Founded with Mountains, which are at a proper. Di- 
ry | IS ſtance, 
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© THIS City, as well as the 
other 
tiers 


. Gir Os of 


ſtance, to render the Proſpect agreeable: Its Diſtrict 
is not large, and contains but two Cities of the Se- 
cond Order, and two of the Third; but it is water- 
ed with Lakes and Rivers, which make it very fruit- 
ful, and in which there are abundance of excellent 


Fiſh; they make here Carpets of Cotton, which are 
very valuable. 


The Sixth City, King tong fou. 8 


THIS City is ſurrounded with very high Moun- 
tains, in which they ſay there are Silver Mines; the 


abounds with Rice, and the Vallies are well 
eee with Rivers and Brooks. Altho' it is placed 


in the Rank of Fou, there is no other City in its Di- 


ſtrict: To the Weſt of this City there is one of thoſe 
ſorts of Bridges which I have already deſcrib'd elſe- 
where; it is ſupported by Iron Chains, and the Sight 
of the Nes ices, with the Motion of the Bridge 
when ons go over it together, general 

Iright Perſons the firſt time they paſs over it. | f 


The Seventh City, Quang nan bon 


„ hath no 
within its Juriſdiction ; it 1s ſeated on the Fron- 
| of the Province of Koei tcheou, and is almoſt 
Keparated from the reſt of the Province by frightful 

ountains; however its Territory is not the leſs 
fertile. The Chineſe call the Inhabitants of this 


Country Barbarians, becauſe of their Unpoliteneſs, 


The Eighth City, Quang ſi fou. 


THIS City is ſituated on the Banks of a Lake, 
and ſurrounded with Mountains ; it has two Cities of 


the Third Order within its Diſtrict, but has nothing 


- worthy of Obſervation. 
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Canon Onnen. Tarent, . 
The Ninh City, Chun ning fou. 


half a League: It is ſurrounded with Mountains, and 
the Paſſages leading to it are very narrow; the Soil 
is fruitful, but the Inhabitants are as barbarous in 
their Manners the Climate which they inhabit. 


The Tenth City, Ku tling ſou. 


ALTHO this City is ſurrounded with Moun- . 
tains, the Soil that is about them is pretty fruitful. - 
Within its Juriſdiction are five Cities of the Second 
Order, and two of the Third : The Inhabitants are 
very laborious, and cultivate every Inch of Ground ; 
but they are ſo litigious, that they often 1 their 
Fortunes in Law. 


. The Eleventh City, Tao ngan fou. 


THE Territory of this City is conſiderable, al- 
tho it contains but two Cities, one of the Second Or- 
der, and the other of the Third. It is intermixt with 
Mountains which are cover'd with fine Foreſts and 
fruitful Vallies, and produces. abundance of Musk: 
Near the City there i is a Well of Salt-Water, from 
which they make very white Salt: The Inhabitants 
of this Country are ſtrong and warlike, 00 


The Twelfth City, Ko king fou. 


"> +» 2» O' re 


has but one City of the Second Order in its Diſtrict. 
It is ſeated on the Banks of a Lake whoſe Circumſe- 
rence is ſix Leagues; the People are couragious, and 
are E SY armed with Bows and Arrows; the 

ountry produces Musk, and Pine _ ples 3 there are 
the fineſt Carpets made here; and they pretend that 
there are Mines of Gold within its 4 bor- 
dering upon the Countries of Si Jp or "Om of 


Lamas, 
383 . 


THIS City is very ſmall, its Circuit Tad but 


THIS City is ſurrounded with Mountains, and 
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E Thirteenth Ci, Vou ting * a 


' THIS City is ſituated on the Canfines of the 
Province of Se ſcbuen, in a very fruitful County, 


watered with Streams and Rivers, where a 
ble Garriſon is kept to defend it from the Incurſions of 
the Mountaineers of the Neighbourhood, 

The Land is well cultrvated, and abounds with Pa- 
ſture Ground, which feeds a great number of Sheep. 

Some of the Mountains are ſo ſteep, and the Paſ- 

ſages ſo narrow, that a Man can ſcarcely get to tho 
Top; the Inhabitants retire there in time of War, 


as to an inacceſſible Refuge: It has but two Cities 
of the Second Order, and one of the Third within 


its Diſtrict. 


The Fourteenth City, Li hs tou fou. 


IT is faid that the Inhabitants of this City, and 
its Territory, are deſcended from ſome ancient Colo- 
nies of Chineſe, which came and fixed there; it has 
no other City within its Diſtrict, but is ſurrounded 
by Mountains which ſeparate it from the Land of the 
Lamas : It is not doubted but that there are Mines of 
Gold within its Mountains. The whole Country is 

very well water'd, and the Land fruitful ; there are 
. here Amber and Pine-Apples. 


The H Heentb City, Yuen kiang fou, 


THIS City is built on the Banks of a large Ri- 
ver, call'd Ho li kiang : It has no. Juriſdiction, hav- 


ing no City depending on it. The Country is diverſi- 


fy'd with Mountains and Vallies, watered with ſeveral 
Rivers, and abounds with Silk, Ebony-Wood, Palm- 
Trees, and Trees of Areca, which theſe People chew 
1 Betel; there are abundance of Pea- 


cheks her 
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THIS City ns aps depending, on it, 3 
rounded with high Mountains; nor is there any 
Country in the whole Empire that abounds fo Pan 
fully with Musk as this. 


_ The Seventeenth City, Yung cchong bu.” Wy 15 


T H1S Gly.» pretty large. and piopulotmy 2 is. 
built in the midft of high Mountains, on the Borders 
of the Province, in the Neighbourhood of a Sa- 


vage People, whoſe Genius and Manners the Inhabi- 


tants of this Country partake of, The 
duces Gold, ' Honey, Wax, Amber, aid: A N 


8 2 "uy of fine Silk. . It has within its Diſtricts one 
ty 


the Second Order, and two of the Third. 


The Eighteenth City, Yung ning tou fou. 


- THIS City is built at the Extremity of the Pro- 
vince; and almoſt joins to the Land of the Lamas: On 
the Eaſt it hath a . Lake, with four ſmall Iſlands 
in it, but there is no City within its Juriſdiction. In 
this Country, as well as in the Kingdom, of Thibet, 
there are a particular kind of Cows, of whoſe; Tails 
divers. Uſes are made; in particular, Stuffs through 
2 Rain cannot penetrate; and Carpeting, which 

is very valuable, and with which the Chineſs 3 | 
adorn their Standards and Bucklers. | 


The Nineteenth City, Tung pe fou. 


THIS City is built in the midſt of Mountains, 
its Territory is very fruitful, and there are large Plains 


water'd by a fine Lake, and ſeveral large Rivers and 9 


Streams; + bur ic has no City wichin its Bitrek. 


: | The Twentieth City, Cai hoa fou. 


"THIS City has nothing worthy Remark, 5 
that i is on the Confines of the Kingdom . 
84 ing, 


rr FR 
5 4 p 
6 


_ and is, on that fide, the Key of the Province 


It is ſituated in a Country which is is fall of fertile Va Val. 


lies and high Mountains; but has no enen, 
Ciry depending on it. 
FN? The Twenty-firſt City, San ta fou. 
THIS laſt City is on the Confines of the King. 


dom of Ava, and is properly a Garriſon to defend 
the Frontiers; it is ſurrounded with Mountains, and 


the Vallies are watered with * wich en _ 


Soil very . 
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The Fi -Feenth 1 Province of the Empire f Chins 
Koei tcheou. 


1118 Province is one of the ſmalleſt of China, 
lying between the Provinces of Hon quang, Se 


ebnen, Jun nan, and Quang ſi; it contains ten Cities 


of the Firſt Order, and chirty eight of the Second 
and Third. 


It is full of inacceſſible Mountains, and partly in- 


habited by People that would never ſubmit to the Em- 
pours and wh live independent of the Laws of the 
mpire. I have given an Account of them in the be- 
ginning of this Work. 
The Emperors have tried ſeveral times to people 
this Province, and have ſent thither Chineſe Colonies 


and Governors, with their Families; there are abun- 


dance of Forts and Places of War, where they keep 
ſtrong Garriſons : The Taxes of this Province are 
not ſufficient to defray the Expence of their Subſiſt- 


. ence, and the — | is oblig d to-ſend new Supplies 
every Year, 


In the Mountains there are Mines of Gold. Silver, 


and 84 and it is from part of this Proviae 
| that 
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chat get the Copper with which make all 8 
the ſmall Braſs Money which is in * Be- 


tween the Mountains there are very agreeable and 
fruitful Vallies, eſpecially near the Rivers: Proyis 


ſions are cheap, but not ſo plentiful as in other Places. 


There are no Silks, but they make Stuffs. of a 
certain Herb which reſembles Hemp, and 1 is very pro- 
per for Summer- Cloaths, 
Cows and Stags are 1n great plenty ha as alſo the 


beſt Horſes of China; there are likewiſe . of | 


wild Hens, which are eſteemed excellent. 


The Fi "of City, and Capital of the Province, Kod 4 
yang ſou. 


T HI S is one of the ſmalleſt Cities of China, 
the Circuit of it being not above a League : The 
Houſes are partly of Earth, and partly Brick: It is 
a Place of no Trade, the River not being navigable. 


It has within its Juriſdiction three Cities of the Se- | 


cond Order, and four of the Third; as alſo a great 
many Forts round about it: The Country i is ſmooth 
and level in ſome Places, in others it abounds with 
very ſteep Mountains. | 


The Second Ci ay, Se tcheou fou. 


THIS City is ſeated on the Borders of the Pro- 


vince towards that of Hou quang, and hath only 
ſome Forts within its Juriſdietion, The whole Coun- 
try is full of Mountains, and produces Quick-Silver, 
Cinnabar, and divers other Commodities. The Inhabi- 


tants are ignorant of all Chineſe Learning, tho* they 


are not ſo barbarous as ſome others of the ſame Pro- 
vince; they commonly go bare-footed, and are fo 
inured to Fatigue, that they can NS over W 
a F SSifcaels, 4 
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due Third City, Se nan fou. | 


1 THIS Ciry, which . belt on! the Page 


fine River, in an extenſive Plain, hath within 
its Diſtrict three Cities of the Third Order, and ſeve- 
ral Forts: It is ſurrounded on all ſides by Moun- 
tains, ſome of which are inacceſſible ; in time of 
War the Inhabitants ſhelter themſelves in theſe Moun- 
tains, and carry their Goods with them, to prevent 
being plundered by the Soldiers which croſs their 
Country: There are a Savage People skulking a- 
bout thoſe Mountains, who have ſcarce any Commu- 
nication with the Chineſe. 78 70 8 


The Fourth City, 'Tchin yuen fou. 


"THE Diſtrict of this City is but very ſmall, and | 


comprehends only ſome Forts, and two Cities of the 


Third Order. The Country produces Pom 
Oranges, and the fineſt Flowers that are in al China : 


The Inhabitants of the Mountains have no Com- 


munication with the Chineſe, and are next to Bar- 


The Fifth City, Che tfien fou. 


THIS City is ſituated between the two prece- 
ding ones; its Diſtrict is very ſmall, having only 
ſome Forts, and one City of the Third Order in it. 
The Inhabitants of the Mountains have ſomething 
very different in their Manners from the Chineſe Po- 


liteneſs, and both Men and Women go bare-footed ; 


the Country produces a large Quantity of Quick- 
filyer, 5 


4 The Sixth City, Tong gin ſou. 


* THIS is a Frontier-City of the Province, to- 
wards that of Hou quang; there is but one City and 
ſome Forts within its Diſtrict, and there is abundance 
of Gold and Copper Mines to be met with I 
: Com- 
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CHINA, CHIXESETARTAR V, Ge. 
Communication of the Chineſe with the Inhabitants 


have civiliz d them of late, tho mr) were hacer 


mere Barbarians, | _ 
The Seventh City, 50 he's fin z 


- 


THE. Territory of this City is very mountain 


cus, and contains three Cities of the Second Order, 


and five of the Third, with ſeveral garriſon'd Forts 


to keep in awe the neighbouring Inhabitants, who are 


independant, and live on the Mountains, The Vallies 
and Plains are well watered, and would be very fruitful - 
if the People were more induſtrious, and given to 


Labour. 
The Eighth C ity, Tou yun fou. 


THE Juriſdiction of this City is but ſmall, and 
comprehends only two Cities of the Second Order, 
and two of the Third; It is in the Neighbourhood 
of the Mountains which are inhabited by the Sexg 


miao ſe, a People whom. the Chineſe could never ſub- - 


due, and who have their particular Government, 
as I have mention'd in another Place: It is ſepa- 
rated from them "wy by a River, and ſome ſteep 
Mountains, 


The Ni 125 City, Ping yuen fou. 


THE Territory of this City is likewiſe in tis 
Neighbourhood of theſe wild People, who are inde- 
pendant of the Empire of ,China, and who live on 
inacceſſible Mountains. 

This Diſtrict contains only two Cities of the Se 
cond Order, and two of the Third. The Soil 
duces excellent Tea, and all kinds of Oranges ; there 
is a kind of Linen Cloth made of a fort of Hemp 
very different from that of Europe. 

| | 


The 
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7+. © The Tenth City, Ouei ning fou. RE, 


718 1 is built on the Bank of a fins 
THIS lit e in blk fes ſurrounded with 
Mountains, and has within its Diſtrict three Cities 
of the Second Order, and three of the Third, be- 
fides ſeveral Forts with Garrifons for the Defence of | 
the Country, | N | 
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A Crxonotocrcat HISTORY of 


the moſt remarkable Events that hap- 
ßpend during the __ of mm 
Buran 
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Fo n1, | the Firſt Emperor. 


E was born in the Province of Chen þ, 

and was choſen on account of his ſuperior | 
Merit to govern his Countrymen, who 
calPd him Tien iſe, that is to ſay, Son of 


vour'd by Heaven than the reſt of Mankind, ſince it 
was from Heaven he receiv*d thoſe extraordinary Qua- 
lities which had raiſed him to the Throne. 

At this Time, ſays a Chineſe Author, Men differ'd 
has, from Brutes ; they knew their Mother, but 


Heaven, to denote that he was more fa- 


* 
not ; 
> 
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ſought nothing but to unger, for as 
ſoon as they were filled they threw away the Remains : 
Fan Teatro to devour every Part of the 

; they alſo drank the Blood, and cloathet 
— with the Skins. 

Fu hi taught them how to make Nets for Fiſhing 

and Fowling, and alſo inftrufted them to bring up 

Domeſtick Animals, as well for Food as for Sacrifaces ; 

by theſe means he provided for the Subſiſtence of 

his People. 
This Prince alſo-sketch'd out the eight Koua, find- 
that the knotted Cords, which they uſed inſtead of 

ARE and to inftru their hildren, were very 

unfit to publiſh tis Laws, and to leave to Poſterity 

the Inſtructions he intended. 
Theſe Koua are three Lines, which by different 
Combinations make ſixty four ; and he drew out theſe 
famous Lines for Symbols to expreſs what he deſited, 
Theſe eight Roua, or Symbols of three Lines each, 
either ſtrait or crooked, expreſſed certain general 

Things on which the Generation or Corruption of 

3 Things depended: One repreſented the Hea- 
ven, another the 3 the third Thunder and Light- 
ning, the fourth Mountains, che fifth Fire, the ſixth 
the Clouds, the ſeventh the Waters, and the eighth the 
Wind. He taught them how to make uſe of theſe 


Laws, he declared that he had ſeen them traced upon 
the Back of a Dragon-Horſe, which roſe from the Bot- 
tom of a Lake; he call'd it a Dragon-Horſe becauſe 


of a Dragon. 

This Prodigy gaining Credit among the People 
gave him occaſion to create Officers, or Mandarins, 
under the Name of the Dragon. He called one the 
Thing Dragon, and his Employment was to com- 

_ Books; he nam'd anocher the 2 
an 


b Sansa Rrer eus _ EY | 


Characters, and, to give the greater Force to his new. | 


it had the Shape of a Horſe, aud dhe Scales nnd Wings 


neon fifteen bn before Chin nong, but others, 


the Reſident. Dragon, and he had the Care of the 


Buildings; a fourth the Prutetting-Dragun, and his 


Charge was to obviate and relieve the Wants and Mi- 
ſeries of the Common People; a fifth calld the 727. 


refrial-Dragon, had the Care of the Lands; a fh. 


the Dragon of the Waters, was to look after. 


the Woods and aan, and preſerve the Communita- 


tion of the Springs. 


vernment of his State between four Mandarins, one of 
whom he ſent to the North, another to the South, 


the third to the Eaſt; and the fourth to the Welt Br 


theſe means he made his Laws flouriſh. © The Sexes 
were not then diſtinguiſhed by different Habits, but 
lived in common without Shame, ame ignorans 
of Conjugal Laws. 

Fe hi reſormid this Diſorder z he commanded the 


Women to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their Habit; he 


made Laws for — Society, by one of which 


no Man could marry a Wm menu 


whether related or not. 

This Cuſtom fill remains; as for dee, thoſe of 
the Name of Tong Ly, &c. cannot marry Wives of 
the fame Name, tho' twenty Generations diſtant, and 
of different Families. To ſoſten the ſavage Nature 
of his new Subjects, and to quiet wild and turbulent 


Kin; the upper Part of which was convex, to repre- 
ſent Heaven, the under Part flat, to repreſent the 
Earth, If this Harmony invented by 9% hi was no 
better than the preſent, it does not ſeem likely to have 


any great Effect on the Mind: The Chineſe, indeed, 
ſay that the Muſick of Fo hi was quite Ding but 


if ſo it is a Treaſure irrecoverably loſt. 


- Fo i Gt, dad was buried. in 2 Pe callhi; Fhkio 


he was ſucceeded by Chin nong, A Chineſe Hiſtorian 


* 


SGN, CuIx Es ETART AAV &c. 
and he was to make the Calendar; a third was called 
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He made 4 Prime Miniſter, and divided the Go- 5 ; 


Spirits he invented Muſick, and made the Inftrument _ 
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who follow the general Opinion, affirm that theſe 
Princes were only Lords of Tributary Proyinces, near- 
ly ſuch as thoſe fince called Tebu heou. - + 


Chin nong, the Second Emperor. 


THE Number of People being greatly increaſed, 
the Plants and Animals were not ſufficient for their 
Suſtenance; therefore Chin nong, touched with the Suffer- 
ings of his Subjects, thought of making the Earth ſupply 
their Wants; he invented the neceſſary Implements of 
Husbandry, and taught the People to ſow five Sorts 
of Grain; from hence he was call'd Chin nong, which 
is, Heavenly Husbandman ; he taught them alſo to 
make Salt of the Sea-Water. | 
The People being ſubject to many Diſeaſes, for 
which they knew no Remedies, Chin nong experien- 
ced on himſelf the Nature of Simples, and diſcover'd 
their good and bad Qualities; he conſider'd their 
Power, whether hot, temperate, or cold, and made 
uſe of them accordingly, as a King does of his Sub- 


He diſcover'd in one Day ſeventy poiſonous Plants, 
and found means to make them uſeful, that is to fay, 
he found out the Counter-Poiſon: After which he 
wrote Books of Phyſick, and taught the Means to re- 
ſtore Health to the Sick, which makes him e- 
ſteem'd the Author and Prince of Phyſick. Their 
Simplicity of Manners baniſh'd all Spirit of Conten- 
tion; every one had enough to live on, the Laws were 
few, and there was no occaſion to encreaſe the Num- 
ber; but the Government was majeſtick and ſevere. Chin 
nong gave the firſt Idea of Commerce, and eſtabliſhed 
publick Markets, to which about the middle of the Day 
the People reſorted, and having bought all Neceſſaries 

returned quietly Home. | 
Whilſt this Prince was thus wholly employ'd for 
the good of his Subjects, So Cha a Tributary Prince 
revolted ; but he was puniſhed by his own pla 
2 who 
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who put him to death. Every 
Duty, and there was no Perſon 3 in the whole Empire 


who did not willingly ſubmit to the mild and 17 1 
Government of Chin nong : He died at Tcba Miang, a 


Place 5 to 7. 14 cba. 


Some Hiſtorians make ſeven Emperors from Chin | 


nong to Hoang ti, viz. Lincoue, Teheng, Ming, 2 
Lay, Ly, and u Ouang; the laſt was depoſed, per- 
haps the others were 0 y tribu 
ever it is certain that the Chineſs Hiſtorians place on- 
ly Fobi, Chin nong, and Hoang ti in the Rank of the 
firſt Emperors, to whom the Arts and Sciences owe 


Princes. How] 
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one return'd to their My 


their Beginning and their Progreſs. 71 0 


Hoang ti, the Third E nperor. 


HIST OR Y relates that 7% ouang was a paſſionate 


and violent Prince, that he govern'd with Rigour, and 


that the People groaned under his Oppreſſion. The 


5 pod. Princes took up Arms, and one of them, vix. 


was the firſt who ſet up the Standard of the 
ran nn: Princes; the Emperor was depoſed, and Ho- 
ang ti ſet on the Throne, who was but twelve Years old; 
Chin nong's Mother had a younger Brother, who was 
hereditary Prince of Chao tien: The Heir of this 


Prince during the Reign of 2% ug married T 


pas, who being much diſorder'd by the Noiſe of 
Thunder, was deliver'd of Hoang ti on the Mountain 
Suen Yuen, 

He was, ſays the Hiſtory, a wolluſel Child ; he 
had ſcarcely left the Breaſt but he could ſpeak ; in 
his Infancy he diſcover'd a great deal of Wit and Ad- 


dreſs, in his Youth an admirable good Nature and 
| ſweetneſs of Temper, and in his Manhood an uncom- 
mon Penetration and Judgment. Tchi yeou beforemen- 


tioned was a reſtleſs Prince, whoſe boundleſs Ambi- 


tion was the Cauſe of great Troubles; Hoang ti at- 
tack d him, and gave him Battle three Times. He ; 
_ perceiving that thick F 0. 12 the Enemy _ his 
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Purſuit, and that the Soldiers rambled out of the way, 
and loſt the Courſe of the Wind, he made a Carr 
which ſhow'd em the four Cardinal Points; by this 
Method he overtook Tchi yeou, made him Priſoner 
and put him to Death. Some ſay there were engraved 
in this Carr, on a Plate, the Characters of a Rat and 
a Horſe, and underneath was placed a Needle to 
determine the four Parts of the World. This would 
amount to the Uſe of the Compaſs, or ſomething ve- 
ry near it, being of great Antiquity, and well atteſted, 
*Tis pity this Contrivance is not explain'd, but the In- 
terpreters knowing only the bare Fact dare not venture 
on Conjectures. 

After having regulated the moſt important Affairs 
of the Empire, Hoang ti employ*d himſelf wholly in 


making his Subjects happy, by procuring them all 


the Conveniences he could imagine; he levelPd the 
Mountains, and made Highways for the Convenience 
of Trade ; he enlarged the Bounds of his Empire, 
which he extended towards the Eaſt to the Ocean, on 
the North to ancient Tartary, and on the South to 
the River Xiang, which ſerved as a Barrier to his Do- 


minions. He created fix Miniſters to aſſiſt him in the 


Government of the Empire, and made Tang kiai Man- 
darin to write Hiſtory: He intruſted Ta nao with the 
Care of making the Kia iſe, or Cycle of ſixty Years, 


This Cycle is compoſed on one ſide of ten Charac- 
ters, called Tion kan, and on the other ſide of twelve, 


which are calld Ti thi: Theſe Characters do not 
expreſs any thing, but are inſtead of Figures or 


Marks; the firſt ten are called the ten Stems, and the 


others the twelve. Branches : Theſe Marks are taken 
two by two to denote the Year, and are fo cotnbin'd 
that the ſame do not come together in ſixty Years. 
Dong tcheng was order'd to make a Sphere and a 
Calendar: Twas he who diſcovered the Polar Star, 
and the others which ſurround it ; the Form of this 
Sphere is not known, which repreſented the 9 

1 VIDS 3 


Orbs ; at length, by means'of many Experiments, he 
could foretel the Changes of the Weather, and of the 
Air. The Lot of Li cheou was to regulate Figures 
and Meaſures ; the Method of computing, which he 
invented, is ſtill in uſe: *Tis a little Box divided in 


two in the middle, and croſs'd by ſmall Wires, on 


which ſeveral Balls are ſtrung ; there are but two on 
each Wire of the upper Row, each of which ſtands 
for five; the lower Row, which is much larger, has: 
five Balls on every Wire, and every Ball is reckon'd 
as one. When they reckon. from right to left, the 
Numbers encreaſe as in our Figures: This Method 
of computing is more ready and more ſure than our 
Calculation with the fen. n 
For Meaſures he took a Grain of Millet for the 
Length of a Line, ten Lines for an Inch, ten Inches 
for a Foot, Fc. The different way theſe Grains which 
are oval may be placed has made the Difference of 
Meaſures in their ee Dynaſties. 3 e ee 
Under the preſent Dynaſty there are three ſorts of 
Meaſures, 1f, the Palace Foot, which 1s to the Paris 


Foot as 975 to 100. 24, The Foot of the Tribunal 


of Publick Works, call'd Kong pou, which 1s made 
uſe of by Workmen it is a Line ſhorter than the 
Palace Foot. 3d, The Taylors Foot, which is uſed _ 
by thoſe who ſell Silks, Sc. it is ſeven Lines longer 
than the Kong pou. | a 
Ling lun was appointed to improve Muſick, and 
to explain the Order of the different Tone. 
Yong yuen was order'd to make twelve Bells of Cop- 
per, which repreſented the twelve Months of the Lear. 
Hoang ti afterwards invented the Cap, Mien, for a 
Diadem: This Cap bent downwards a little before, 
and roſe behind; it was ſeven Inches wide, and one 
Foot two Inches long: He made himſelf likewiſe 
Habits and Ornaments ſuitable to his Dignity 5 his 
Robe was blue and yellow, to imitate the Colours of 
Heaven and Earth. | 


T 2 1 Aſter 
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The GENEAIAL HISTORY F 
Aſter having attentively conſidered the Pheaſant's 


Fieathers, and the various Colours of Birds and Flowers, 


he found out the Art of Dying, and commanded the 
Habits of the Rich and Poor to be of different Co- 


lours. He cauſed ſeveral Inſtruments to be made of 
5 t uſe to the Publick, Machines for bruiſing Rice, 


itchen- Furnaces, Kettles, Sc. and the People began 
to eat Rice dreſs'd different ways. He built Bridges 
over Rivers, made Coffins for the Dead; he gave 
Inſtructions to make Bows and Arrows, and Wind- 
Inftruments, as Flutes, Fifes, Organs, Trumpets 
which imitated the roaring of a Dragon, and Drums 
which made a noiſe like Thunder. 

Seeing hollow pieces of Wood flote, he made Barks, 
and invented Oars; he invented alſo Wheel-Carriages, 
and train'd Oxen and Horſes to draw them. The 
People then dwelt in wretched Huts; Hoang ti gave 
the Model of regular Buildings, and built himſelf a 
Palace call'd Ho hong, where he ſacrificed to the So- 
vereign Lord of Heaven. To facilitate Commerce, he 
coined Money, which he call'd Xin tao, becauſe it had 
the Shape of the Blade of a Knife, and he made ſuch 
good Regulations in the Expences of the Empire, that 
his Riches were immenſely increaſed. Men ſuffer'd 
from without by the Rigour of the Seaſons, and with- 
in by the Paſſions which diſturbed the Mind; they 
died before their Time: Hoang ti carefully confider'd 
the five Elements,the Seaſons,and the Nature of Man, 
and order'd three Doctors, nam*d Ky pe, Yeu ſou, and 
Ley kong, to examine the Blood-Veſſels; after which 
he directed the proper Remedies of every Diſtemper, 
and Men lived out their Time according to the due 
Courſe of Nature. | 3 

He order'd the Empreſs to inſtruct the People in 
the manner of breeding Silk-Worms, to wind off their 
Webbs, and to make themſelves Cloaths. This Prince 
had not a Moment's reſt, and tho? he had taught his 
Subjects to build Houſes and Cities, and had _ 
| 3 * 
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himſelf a Palace, he had no certain Reſidence, but 
encamped with his Soldiers,  _ 6 BY 

He meaſured the Country, and divided it into 
Tcheou ; he made ſeveral Principalities of 100 Lys 
each, where he built Towns; he order'd that 240 Paces 
in length, and one in breadth, ſhould make a Mou ; 
that 100 Mou ſhould make a King; ſo that the Pace 
being five Foot, a Mou of Land contained 6000 ſquare - 
Foot, and 600,000 a King. He alſo ordain'd that 
nine King ſhould be called Ting, and that it ſhould 
be the Portion of eight Families, which ſhould have 
each a King, or x00 Mou, and the remaining in the 
middle ſhould belong to the Emperor, and be culti- 
vated at the common Expence of theſe eight Fami- 
lies. He order'd four Paths to be made to each Ting, 
and that three Ting ſhould be called Ho ki, three Ho 
ki a Street, five Streets a Town, ten Towns a Tow, 
ten Tou a Che, and ten Che a Tcheouw, 

Hoang ti died upon the Declivity of the Mountain 
King chan, and was buried in the Province of Char 
tong. The Chineſe Authors give this Prince the higheſt 
Encomiums; the Virtue and Talents of this Prince, 
they ſay, equalled Heaven and Earth ; his Govern- 
ment was admirable, his Laws ſolid, his Conduct 
moſt ſteady : He pour'd out his Favours upon all the 
World, and his Liberality has reach'd down to us, 
ſo that we might ſay he ſtill lives. He had twenty 
five Children, and one of them, named Chao Hao, 
ſucceeded him in the Empire. 


Chao hao, the Fourth Emperor. 


THIS Prince gair'd the Affections of his People 
by his good Nature, and ſweetneſs of Temper. It was 


in ſpread abroad that the Fong hoang had been ſeen at his 
er coming to the Crown, which was leok'd upon as a 
nce Preſage of a happy Reign, becauſe (the Chineſe ſay) 
his this wonderful Bird never appears but in the Reign 


uilt of good Kings : The Fong lerer is a very ſcarce Bird, 


De GENERAL HISTORY of MM 
or rather a Fiction, much as our Phænix; according 
to the Chineſe Deſcription, he reſembles an Eagle, but 
excells him in the great Variety of his Colours. The 
pretended Appearance of this Bird gave the new Em- 

or the Hint of diſtinguiſhing his Officers, by the 

hape of various Birds on their Garments : The Or- 
der was given, and is obſerv'd to this Day: The 
Mandarins of Letters have Birds on their Habit em- 
broidered in Gold, to diſtinguiſh their Rank; the Man- 
darins of the Army have Animals, as the Dragon, the 
Lion, the Tiger, &c. By theſe Marks of Honour 
the People know the Rank theſe Officers have in the 
nine Degrees of the State. 

Among theſe new Mandarirs, thoſe call'd the five 
Hieou were to aſſemble the People; others were to 
govern the five different ſorts of Artiſans ; others were 
to preſide over Tillage, and obſerve the Behaviour of 

the People. This Prince govern'd with great Equity; 
their own Authors ſay he exactly imitated Fo hi; he 
reformed the Meaſures of Grain, he made a Drum to 
beat the Watches, he clear'd the Channels of Rivers, 
and levelled the Ways on the Mountains, and laſtly 
he invented a new ſort of Muſick, for which he was 
called Ta yuen, The Emperor died very old, and 
left five Sons ; four of them had each a particylar Me- 
rit, but as he obſerved greater Talents in his Nephew 
Tchuen hio, who was the Grandſon of Hoang ti, he 
gave him the Preference before his Children, and choſe 
him to ſucceed in the Empire, 


Tchuen hio, the Fifth Emperor. 


HE was no ſooner on the Throne, but, far from 
miſtruſting thoſe whoſe Place he filled, he gave 
* them the moſt conſiderable Employments, and ſuch 
as were moſt ſuitable to their Diſpoſitions. As theſe 
Princes underſtood perfectly the Nature of Metals, 
Waters, and Woods, Sc. he gave to one the Inſpec- 
tion of the Mines, another he made to preſide over 
| the 
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che Waters and Foreſts, and having tried their Fide- 


lity, he rais'd them afterwards to more honourable 


Employments. Towards the end of Chao Hao's Reign 
the People began to thruſt themſelves into the ſacred 
Offices, every Family would have a domeſtick Prieſt z 
Tchuen Hio reform'd this Abuſe, and join'd the Prieſt- 
hood to the Crown, and made a Law that none but 


the Emperor ſhould offer folemn Sacrifices to the- 


Lord of Heaven. This hath been obſerved ever ſince, 
for the Emperor alone is Pontiff, and has a Right to 
offer Sacrifices in the Temple of Heaven : If it hap- 
pens that, thro* Age or Sickneſs, he cannot goto the 
Temple to perform his Function, he deputes ſome 


Prince or great Officer to ſupply his Place, and to 


diſcharge this Duty of Religion. As this Em 


a 
was an expert Aſtronomer, he alter'd the Manner of 


obſerving and calculating the Celeſtial Motions, and 
becauſe theſe Motions appear'd at a great Diſtance, 


he invented a Machine which gave a plainer Idea, 
and was of uſe in Equations, Aſcenſions, Sc. The 


Interpreters ſay nothing of the Conſtruction, Shape, or 
Proportion of this Inſtrument : They ſpeak only of a 
Conjunction of the five Planets in the Conftellation 


Che, which happen'd in the Reign of Tchuen Hio; 
but, as a judicious Chineſe Aſtronomer obſerves, this is 


not a real Conjun&tion. * 
The Conjunctions of the Planets have always been 
eſteem'd good Preſages for the reigning Prince; there 
are more of theſe falſe Conjunctions in the following 
Part of this Hiſtory, eſpecially at the Change of the 
Dynaſties ; and, without going far for Examples, we 
find one in the ſecond Year of the Reign of the pre- 


ſent Emperor: The Conjunction of four Planets was 
a ſufficient Reaſon to make one of five in his favour, 


The Emperor ſeem'd pleaſed with it, and receiv'd 
the Compliments of the Court on this Occaſion ; every 
Body gain'd by it, eſpecially the Mathematicians, who 
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= This falſe Conjunction which was carefully chroni- 
= cled, may be the Occaſion of great Diſputes and falſe 
| ' Syſtems in future Times: If two or three thouſand 


Tears hence an European ſhould calculate this Con- 
junction, he would not find Saturn in it. Should this 
make us doubt other Facts of Jong iching's Hiſtory, 
it would be no difficulty to the Chineſe, who perſectly 
underſtand this common piece of Flattery, and 
know what to abate of theſe Compliments to the Em- 
peror on ſuch Occaſions. | 

Tchuen hio regulated the Calender, and deſir'd to be- 
gin the Year the firſt Day of the Month, in which the 
Sun ſhould be neareſt the fifteenth Degree of Aguari- 
us, for which he is called the Author and Father of 
the Ephemeris ; he choſe the Time that the Sun paſ- 

ſies thro' the Middle of this Sign, becauſe in this 

ſon the Earth is adorn'd with Plants, Trees renew 
their Verdure, and all Nature ſeems to be reanimated, 

This Prince died very old, and was buried at Pon 
gang : His Succeſſor was Tico or Kao fin, Grandchild 
of Chao hao. The Deſcendants of Tchuen bio, who 
were numerous, had in courſe of time ſeveral little 
States, of which they were tributary Princes, It is 
always the Emperor who grants theſe Governments 
to Princes, either as being Relations, or Perſons of 
great Merit; they hold of the Empire much like the 
Dukes and Counts of Germany, and, in caſe of a War, | 
they are obliged to furniſh a certain Number of 
Troops to defend the Emperor. 


Ti co, or Cao fin, the Sixth Emperor. 


THE. Chine/e Writers highly extol this Prince, 
they ſay he was very knowing, he ſaw thro' every 
thing, he examin'd every thing himſelf, and entered 
into the moſt minute Circumſtances : He was popu- 
lar, without loſing his Majeſty ; he lov'd his Subjects 
tenderly, he diſtributed his Favours to all Men, he 
carefully amended what was wrong in himſelf, he 2 
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igious in the Worſhip of the Sovereign Lord of 
Hes whom he ſerved reſpectfully; his Majeſtic 
Air commanded Veneration, his Virtue was eminent, 
he always acted right, and kept the juſt Mean in evxe- 
ry thing; in ſhort, there was no Nation enlightened 
by the Sun, or water'd by the Rain, that did not o- 
bey his Commands with Pleaſure; he appointed Ma- 
ſters to teach the People Virtue, and invented Vocal 
Muſick. Kien he was the firſt who by his Orders made 
Songs, he appointed others to make different forts ß. 
Flutes, a Drum, a Bell, a King (which is a thin fat 
Plate they ſtrike with a Mallet); he made that Piece 
of Muſick, which ſignifies the Beauty of Heaven, of - 
the Earth, and of the four Seaſons. He gave the firſt 
Example of Polygamy, by marrying four Wives; 

he had by the Firſt a Son named Ki, whoſe Deſcen- 
dants made the Dynaſty of Tcheou ; by the ſecond, 

a Son named Sie, whoſe Deſcendants made the Dy- 
naſty of Chang; the third bore him Zao; and the Son 
by the fourth was called Tchi ; the great hopes the 
Emperor had of this Prince induced him to make 
him his Succeſſor. 1 


Tchi, the Seventh Emperor. 


THIS Prince did not long maintain the Opinion f 
his Merit; he made uſe of his Power only to give 
himſelf up to Brutal Pleaſures: The tributary Princes, 
who were accuſtomed to obey wiſe Emperors, could 
not forbear his Extravagancies; they made him ſe: 
veral Remonſtrances on his Conduct, but without Suc- 
ceſs ; they therefore made him quit the Throne, ba 
niſned him, and gave the Empire to his Brother 7ao, 

The Cycle of ſixty Years cannot be uſed before the 

Reign of Zao; for altho* it was invented by the fa- 

mous Haang ti, the Duration of theſe firſt Reigns is 

very uncertain: On the contrary, from the Em 

Tao to Chriſt, the Chronology is perfectly well kept. 

and the Chineſe Writers have very particularly diſtin- 
guiſhed 


* 
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guiſhed the Events of each Year, even to the Divi- 
fions in the Empire, and the Duration of each Inter- 


regnum ; this induced me to begin the Cycle with the 


Emperor Tao. 


Tao, the Eighth Emperor, reigned alone 72 Nears, 


and with Chun 28 Years, whom he made his Com- 
Panion in the Empire. 


T WAs in the forty-firſt Year of the preceding 
Cycle that this Prince mounted the Throne: He is 
eſteem' d the firſt Legiſlator of the Nation, and the 
Pattern of Sovereigns ; after him and his Succeſſor 
all Emperors, who are jealous of their Reputation, en- 
deavour to form themſelves, and it is at preſent the 
higheſt Praiſe you can give an Emperor of China, 
to ſay he is like 729 and Chun, &c. Hiſtory ſays, 
that Virtue was natural to him ; he was active, labo- 
rious, vigilant, of ſuch Penetration and Judgment, 
that he foreſaw every thing; his Moderation and 
ity-maintain'd the Vigour of the Laws, and at 

the ſame time made them belov'd; he never em- 
ploy'd his Authority but for the Good of his Sub- 
jets; his Modeſty was equal to his Greatneſs, and 
ſhone even in the Homage which was paid to his 
Rank; ſo frugal at Meals, that he was fatisfy'd 
with the coarſeſt Food; no Magnificence in Furni- 


ture; his Palace was bare of all Ornament; his Ha- 


bit only Woollen Stuff in Summer, or of Deer-Skins 
in Winter; if any publick Calamity happen'd, or 
any Subject committed a Crime, he attributed it to 
his Miſconduct, or the Anger of Heaven for his ne- 


_  glefting to teach the People their Duty; he never 


made a Progreſs thro* his Empire, before he had ſa- 


crificed to the Supreme Being, and his Subjects wait- 


ed with as much Impatience to ſee him, as parch'd 
Fields expect the Rain. | 
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* It is the Cuſtom of the Chineſe Philoſophers to 
form their Maxims of Morality by their Conformity ' 

he to the Actions of this Emperor, and his two Succei- 

ſors; this Conformity, once proved, gives their Max- 

ims an indiſputable Authority. 2%, who delighted 

in Aſtronomy, appointed two skilful Mathematicians, 


6, Hi and Ho, carefully to obſerve the Courſe of the 0 
Heavenly Bodies, and to make Inſtruments for this | 
Purpoſe : By their Aſſiſtance he regulated the twelve 

0 Lunar Months, and re-eſtabliſhed the Intercalary 

5 Months, which return'd ſeven times in nineteen Fears. 


he The Empreſs was employ'd in breeding Silk-Worms, 
and teaching the Women Improvements in the Silk- 
Manufacture, which till then was very imperfect. 
he This Prince new regulated the Adminiſtration, by 
eſtabliſhing ſix ſuperior Courts, which remain to this 
Day: The Reputation of his Virtue and wiſe Go- 
o. vernment drew ſeveral neighbouring Nations into 
5 his Dominions, and his Subjects increa&d to that De- 
nd gree, that the Country could not- ſupport them, 
4 chiefly becauſe all the Low-Lands were overflowed, 
= either by the Remains of the Univerſal Deluge, as 
8 ſome believe, or by the Stoppage of the Channels of 
i the Rivers. No TO X 
The Emperor undertook to recover theſe Lands, 
24 and appointed an Officer, named Kouen, to make 

| Drains to carry off the Water ; this Officer, being 
either negligent or ignorant, imploy'd nine Years in 


5 this Work without Succeſs, for which he was pu- 
A niſh'd with Death: But his Son 2% made amends for 
5 the Father's Misbehaviour, for in thirteen Years, 
bay with unweary'd Labour, he levell'd Mountains, con- 
vi fin'd Rivers within their Channels, drain'd the Lakes 


4 and Marſhes, encloſed ſeveral rapid Torrents with 
Banks, and divided the Rivers into ſeveral Canals : 
4 By theſe means he gained a great Extent of Country, 
and rendered the whole much more fertile, and you 
will find in the Sequel that ſuch a conſiderable Service 
It 09. voy 
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was not unrewarded. In the mean time 7ao was con- 
fidering of a Succeſſor, in which he conſulted only 


the Welfare of his People: Diſcovering his Defign 


one Day. to his Courtiers, one of them told him, 
That his eldeſt Son was worthy of the Throne, as he 
was deſerving ſuch a Father; and that the People 
would not fail paying a due Regard to the hereditary 
Virtues of his Blood. Yao reply'd, I abhor thoſe as 
much who praiſe the Wicked, as thoſe who calumniaie the 
Juſt: I know my Son; under an Appearance of Vir. 
tue be conceals real Vices. | 
Some time after 720 ſent for one of his Miniſters, 
in whom he confided for his Wiſdom and Probity, 
and would have reſigned the Crown in his Favour ; 
but this wife Minifter excuſed himſelf from receiving 
the Honour, and at the ſame time propoſed to the 
or a Husbandman, named Chun, whoſe Vir- 
tue, Probity, and Patience in the ſevereſt Trials, be- 
fides many other excellent Qualities, had render'd 
him worthy of the Crown, © | 
Yao ſent for him, and made him Governor of a 
Province, where Chun gain'd ſuch a great Reputation, 
that at the End of three Years he was made aſſo- 
ciate in the Empire, and marry*d the Emperor's two 
The Emperor lived twenty-eight Years afterwards, 
in perfect Union with the new Colleague he had cho- 


ſen ; till at length, perceiving himſelf near his End, 


he exhorted Chun to govern like a Father, and to re- 
member he was made for the People, and not the 
People for him ; and that an Emperor was raiſed a- 
bove the reſt of Mankind, only to do them good, and 
to prevent their Wants : Finiſhing theſe Words, he 
drew his laſt Breath, and died 118 Years old, leaving 
nine Children : All his People, who had experienc'd 
in this Prince the Love and Tenderneſs of a Father, 
and a Mother, mourn'd for him three Years. 


Chun, 
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Chun, the Ninth Emperor, reig d alone 50 Years, 
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YAO died in the twentieth Year of this Cycle, Cycle *% 


and Chun began to reign alone the Year follow! 
he is eſteemed, as 720, one of the Legiſlators of the 
Nation. Preſently after the Death of the Emperor, 


Chun ſhut himſelf up in the Sepulchre of 250 26 for 


three Lears, from whence aroſe the Cuſtom of mourn- 
ing three Years for a Parent. 

The Advancement of Chun is attributed to his Obe- 
dience and Submiſſion to his Parents; for tho they al- 
ways us'd him ſeverely, and ſometimes to the endan- 
gering his Life, yet it never alter'd his dutiful Beha- 
viour, ſo that by degrees his Reſpect and Patience got 
the better of their ill Treatment. 

From whence their Philoſophers draw theſe two 
great Principles of Morality; Firſt, That however 
wicked Parents may be, Children are not the leſs 
bound to pay them Reſpect and Obedience. Second- 
ly, That there is no Man ſo wicked, but may be re- 
claimed by repeated Obligations. 

Chun, having paid his Duty to the Memory of Yao, 


took Poſſeſſion of the- Imperial Palace, and receivꝰd 


the Homage of the tributary Kings, and found in his 
Palace a vaſt 


Quantity of Gold and Jewels: He 
made a Sphere repreſenting the Seven Planets, each 
Planet repreſented by different Jewels : He made al- 
ſo ſome new Laws, and appointed inferior Officers 
in each of the ſix Courts ' eſtabliſh*d by his Predeceſ- 
ſor. He honour'd Men of Learning with his Fa- 
vour and Protection, viſited his Provinces once a 
Year, and rewarded 'or puniſh*d the tributary Kings 
with ſo much Juſtice, that he gain'd the Eſteem of 


all his Peop le. 


The — rovement of Agriculture was one of his 
principal 5 —— for which end he forbad all 


Governors, under ſevere Penalties, to diſcourage the 


He 


Husbandman by heavy Exactions. 


ing; A. C. 2277 
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— He was particularly cautious not to give any Go- 
vernments to any, but to thoſe of known Merit and 
Capacity. And laſtly, he made many other Ordi- 
* nances, the Wiſdom and Equity of which have made 
him regarded as one of the greateſt Heroes of this 
Country : One of theſe Ordinances may ſeem ex- 
traordinary, which permits any Perſon to write 
on a Table, expog'd to publick View, whatever he 
thinks blameable in the Emperor's Conduct. 
In the fifty-fourth Year of this Cycle he made 7% his 
Succeſſor, preferring him before his Children for the 
Good of his Subjects; he was led to this Choice by 
the Capacity and Merit of this Great Man, and in 
- ſome meaſure out of Gratitude for the Advantages he 
: had procured to the Empire in draining the Lands. 
He lived ſeventeen Years after he had placed 2% on 
the Throne, in ſuch a ſtrict Union with this Prince, 
that the Royal Authority never ſeem'd to be divided. 
IT be tenth Year of this Cycle the Emperor Chun 
died, aged 110 Years, and was buried in the Province 
of Chen ſi. | 
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The Firſt Dynaſty, nam'd Hia, which contains 
Seventeen Emperors in the Space of 458 Tears. 


Yu, the Firſt Emperor, reigned alone 7 en Years. 


= Cycle ;. = H E Second Year of this Cycle, which is the 
74 Year 2217 before Chriſt, Ju, or Ta yu, which 
ſignifies, Ju the Great, govern'd the Empire alone, 
and kept his Court in the Province of Chan ff, A 
Son of the Emperor Chun, grieved to ſee a Stranger 
on the Throne, endeavoured to raiſe a Rebellion, but 
being forſaken by the Nobles and the common Peo- 


ple, his Attempts only help'd to eſtabliſh 27%, whoſe 


Virtue and great Genius had entirely won the 12 * 
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of his Subjects. The Knowledge he had acquir'd-of 
the Nature of Lands, enabled him to write an excel- 
lent Treatiſe of Agriculture, in which he taught how 
to cultivate, to ſow, and manure Lands. He af. | 
terwards cauſed the Slopes and higher Grounds to be 3 
levePd, that the Water might flow to thoſe Places "0 
which moſt wanted it. He divided his whole Domi- 
nions into nine Provinces, and cauſed as many great 
brazen Veſſels to be made, on each of which a Map 
of a Province was engraved: In ſucceeding Times 
theſe Veſſels became very precious, for twas believ'd 
that the Safety of the State depended on their Preſer⸗ 
vation, and whoever could get Poſſeſſion of them 
thought himſelf ſure of the Crown.' The Empire 
became Hereditary under this Prince, as well as the 
Prieſthood, which was before united to the Crown, 
and has remain'd to this time inviolably attach'd to 

it, it being Death for any other Perſon to offer Sacri- 
It was the way to gain the Emperor's Favour, to 
admoniſh him of his Conduct; and he thought no 
Employment ſo becoming a Monarch, as that of do- 
ing Juſtice to his People: For this end he gave 
Acceſs at all Hours, and at the Gates of his Palace 
were fix'd a Bell, a Drum, and three Tables, one of 
Iron, another of Stone, the third of Lead, and he 
ordered all Perſons to ſound one of theſe Inſtruments 
when they wanted Admittance; the Bell was to di- 
ſtinguiſh Civil Affairs, the Drum was to be beat for 
Buſineſs relating to the Laws or Religion, the Table 
of Lead for Matters of the Adminiſtration, the Ta- 
ble of Stone to denote a Complaint of Wrong done 
by ſome Magiſtrate, and laſtly the Table of Iron 
to complain of ſome hard Uſage. The Emperor re- 
ceivd every body graciouſly that came to give him 
with any Information, or to implore his Juſtice; it is 
related, that he aroſe from Table twice in one Day at 
the Sound of the Bell; and another Day, that he 

came 
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4 came three times out of the Bath to hear ſome Com- 


- He uſed to ſay, That a Prince ought to be as cau- 
tious of his Conduct, as if he walk”d upon Ice; that 
nothing was more difficult than to govern ; that Dan- 
| {pag a Monarch; that he has every thing to 
„if he gives himſelf up to his Pleaſure; that he 
ſhould avoid Idleneſs, chooſe good Miniſters, and 
follow their Counſels ; and when once he had made a 
Reſolution, he ſhould execute it without Delay. 
In this Reign tie invented Chineſe Wine: This 
Drink is made of Rice, and as ſoon as the Emperor 
taſted it, he expreſs d his Concern thus, This Liquor, 
ſays he, will cauſe the greateſt Troubles in the Empire; 
and forthwith baniſhing the Inventor, forbid the ma- 
king any under ſevere Penalties: This Precaution 
prov'd of no Effect, for the Art of making it was 
preſerv'd, and it is at preſent efteem'd one of their 
greateſt Delicacies. | | 
Ti ki, the Second Emperor, reigned ꝙ Nears. 


FI XI, the Son of 7%, ſucceeded, and the People 
obſerving the ſame great Qualities in the Son, which 
had admired in the Father, were more eaſily 
comforted for their Loſs. a 
The Beginning of his Reign was diſturb'd by a 
War with a tributary Prince, who ill treated his Sub- 
79 jects, and defign'd to make himſelf abſolute. The 
15 | Emperor therefore put himſelf at the Head of his 
4 Army, and, with the Aſſiſtance of fix tributary 
it Princes, reduced the Rebel. The People did not 
_ long enjoy the Benefits of this Prince's Wiſdom, for 
1 he died in the 29th Year of this Cycle, and his Son 
is Tai kang ſucceeded. 7 
{5 Tai kang, the Third Emperor, reigned 29 Years. 


TAI KANG began his Reign by making ſe⸗ 
veral Principalities, which he divided among his five 
| Brethren, 
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Brethren, in order to leſſen the Jealouſy they might 
entertain on ſeeing him preferr'd ; OE the W 
only wiſe Action of his Reign: 6 
100 He abandon'd the Care of the Government, to give 
„ mmſeif wholly to irregular Paſſions 3 his Palace was 
25 full of looſe Women; he ſpent whole Days in the 
he Woods hunting wild Beaſts 3 his Horſes and Dogs 
4 ravag d the Country, and deſtroy'd the Harveſts : The 
1 People in general complained grievouſly of this Ty- 
nanny; bur Complaints and Remonſtrances hav- 
T ing no Effect, there followed a general Revolt. 
: al One of the Emperor's Chief Officers undertook to 


dethrone him: He was General of the Army, which 
ö entirely confided in him; with the Conſent of the 
62 Nobility he made the Emperor Priſoner, while he was 
hunting in the Woods, where he had been upwards of 
three Months, ſent him into Baniſhment, and ſet his 
hei younger Brother Tchong kang on the Throne: This 

| Revolution, which happen'd in the 45th Year of this 
Cycle, was effected without any Diſorder, jt 


Tchong Kang, the Fourth E mperor, reigned 
i: Thirteen Nn. 


 Tthong kang would never take the Title of Em- 
peror while his Brother was living, ſo that the Years 
un this Reign dre computed from the Death of Tai 
ang. ” 64; «bi, 
He diſcover*d as much Prudence as Modeſty in this 
Conduct: He was afraid that 7' would on ſome occa- 
hon make uſe of his Power to dethrone him, as he 
had done his Brother; nevertheleſs he found an Expe- 
dient to reward his Services, and to ſecure himſelf. 
He declar'd that the wiſe Counſel of ſo skilful a 
Miniſter as I was abſolutely neceſſary to him, and de- 
fired to have him near his Perſon ;. I was caught in 
the Snare, and expected to make himſelf ſoon Ma- 
ſter of the Emperor, and to govern the Empire in his 
Name: The Employments of Privy Counſellor and 
Vor. I. U General 


kang gave the Command of the Army to Teheou, an 


Officer of approved Fidelity: This prudent UNE as: 
help'd greatly to fix him on the Throne. | 


Y finding, by the Conſequence, that he had noShare 


in the Favour or Confidence of Tchong kang, vow'd 


in R e to deſtroy the Imperial Family ; yet he 
diſguiſed his Reſentment, and finding he could not 
execute his Projects while Tcheou was at the Head of 
the Army, he tried ſeveral Ways to diſplace him, but 
in vain. All his Attempts proving abortive, he con- 
tented himſelf with gaining the Good-Will of the 
Chief Officers, and had the Addreſs to inſinuate him- 
ſelf into the good Graces of the next Heir to the 
Crown,” till he had an Op ity of effecting his 
Defign : While theſe things were in Agitation Tai 
kang died, the 58th Year of this Cycle, and then Tchong 
kang took the Title of Emperor. 

The ſecond Year of this Cycle, or the ſixth as o- 
thers ſay, there was a remarkable Eclipſe of the Sun 
in the Conſte lation Tang: The two Aſtronomers Hi 
and Ho, who preſided in the Tribunal of the Mathe- 
maticks, were put to death becauſe they had not fore- 
told this Eclipſe, but by exceſſive Drinking had ne- 
glected to compute and obſerve the Celeſtial Mo- 
tions: This cauſed ſome Defect in thè Calendar en- 
truſted to their Care, which was a capital Crime, 
Some believe theſe Mathematicians privately favour'd 
the Treaſon that Y was ſecretly plotting, and that 
they loſt their Lives partly on this Account. Tchong 
kang, died the 13th Year of the Cycle, and Ti fi Jang 
ſucceeded him the Year following. 


Ti fiang, the Fifth Emperor, reigned 2 7 Tears. 


THE Folly of Ti ſiang was the Cauſe of his Ruin, 
and-was very-near being the Deſtruction of his wholc 
Family; inſtead of following the Conduct of his Fa- 
ther with regard to 7, by keeping him 3 — 
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conſiderable Employments, he became his chief Con- 
fident, and he was fo blind as to diſplace the faithful 


Tcheou, and give the Command of the Army to this. 


Traitor. e E 

being reſtor*d to this important Poſt began td 
think of executing his Deſign; he firſt gained the 
Love of the Soldiers, and uſed them by degrees 


to pay leſs regard to the Commands of the Emperor 
than to his own; in ſhort he carried on ſo many In- 


trigues, that the Emperor was obliged to take Refuge 


in the Court of two Tributary Kings his Relations. 


. A S LOSS * * 2 7 
* 1 
* 


Z. while he was in Favour, had raiſed a great num- 


ber of his Creatures to the higheſt Poſts of the State; 
but fearing leſt other Tributary Princes ſhould join the 


Emperor, he did not openly declare his Rebellion: 
He had recourſe to the common Arrtifices ; he wrote 


2 very ſubmiſſive Letter to the Emperor, full of Aſ- 
ſurances of his Fidelity, entreating him to return to 
his Palace: He added that they were his greateſt Ene- 
mies who had given him thoſe unjuſt Suſpicions, and 
accuſed them falſely of ſeveral Crimes, for which they 


were baniſh'd, or put to death, and their Employ- 


ments given to his own Creatures. N 
J, expecting ſoon to enjoy the Fruits of his Villany, 
ra, by a Treachery equal to his own : Among 
is ants there was one Han tjo, a diſſembling 
artful Fellow, in whom he chiefly confided, and had 
given him the greateſt Poſt in the Army. This am- 
bitious Villain thought he ſhould poſſeſs the Crown, if 
at one Blow he could deſtroy both his Patron and his So- 
vereign: For this end he ordered Soldiers, whom 
he could truſt, to aſſaſſinate Y as he was hunting, and 
gave out that it was done by the Emperor's Orders: 
This ſucceeded to his Wiſh, and his Death was look d 

upon as the juſt Puniſhment of a rebellious Subject. 


Nothing remain'd but to diſpatch the Emperor, which 


he effected by the following Contrivance : He ſent for 


Kao the Son of Z, and excited him to revenge his Fa- 
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he rais'd an Army, and engaged the Tyrant in the 
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ther*s Death, and furniſh'd him with Means, by pri- 
vately detaching a Part of the Troops he commanded, 


Liao marches towards the Emperor, who had only 


Time to raiſe a ſmall Army, gives him Battle, entire- 

ly routs his Forces, kills the Prince with his own 

Hand, and extirpates his whole Family. 
The Empreſs alone eſcaped his Rage; who being 


pregnant with great difficulty took Refuge in the 


Mountains. Han to immediately ſeized the Crown, 

and rewarded the ſignal Services of K:ao with a prin- 

cipal City. 
HFan tſo, @ Uſurper, reigned Forty Years. 


THE Empreſs was deliver'd of a Son among the 
Shepherds in the Mountains, whom ſhe called Chao 
ang. | | 

The Birth of this Prince was a Secret many Years, 
and he arrived to an Age of Maturity before the Uſur- 
per knew of it. The young Prince being inform'd 
that he was ſought after, retired to the Court of a Tri- 
butary Prince, and ſerv'd in his Family as a Dome- 
ſtick, where he paſs'd for a Shepherd's Son! Yet his 


Maſter obſerv'd ſomething Grand and Noble in his 


Air, above what is generally ſeen in an obſcure Birth 
and a rural Education, upon which he ſent for him 
one Day, and being alone with him enquired the 
Particulars of his Family. * 

Chao kang told him ingenuouſly all his Misfortunes, 
which he had heard from his Mother : 'The Prince, 
who had been before inform'd of his Story, embrac'd 
Chao kang, gave him his Daughter in Marriage, and 
Part of his Principality for a Portion : In this Station 
the young Prince diſcover'd his fine Talents, and 
prov'd himſelf worthy of the Throne. | 

His Father-in-law immediately wrote to all the great 
Men, who were Friends to the late Emperor ; and 
being ſecure of the People, who hated the Uſurper, 
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18th Year of the Cycle: Han iſo making a faint Re- 
fiſtance was defeated, taken Priſoner, and put to an 
infamous Death: At the fame Time Chao kang was 
reſtor d to the Throne of his Anceſtors with general 
Acclamations. * | 


Chao kang, ihe Sixth Emperor, reigned 22 Tears. ; 
As ſoon as Chao kang was ſeated on the Throne, he 


| ordered his Troops againſt the Murderer of his Fa- 


ther: Kiao defended himſelf, but his little Army be- 
ing cut to Pieces he was taken Priſoner and beheaded. 
The Death of theſe Rebels reſtor'd the Tranquillity of 
the State; the Laws regain'd their Vigour; the Em- 
peror often convened the Tributary Princes to reform 
the Diſorders which had inſenſibly crept into the Go- 
vernment : His Orders were exactly obey'd ; his Re- 
putation drew ſeveral Embaſſies from foreign Princes, 
and his Reign was glorious and peaceable. He died 
in the 4oth Year of the Cycle, and was ſucceeded the 
next Year by his Son Ti chu. e | 


T1 chu, the Seventh Emperor, reigned 17 Years. 
'T HIS Reign affords us nothing remarkable: The 


Reputation this Prince had acquired in the Wars, kept 


every one in perfect Obedience; there was indeed 
ſome little Diſturbance toward the Sea, but it was 
quieted almoſt as ſoon as it appear d. Ti chu died 
the 57th Year of the Cycle, and the fame Year his 
Son Ti hoai aſcended the Throne. 


Ti hoai, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 26 Years. 


THE Peace and good Order of the State had ren- 
der'd the Empire ſo flouriſhing, that ſome neighbour- 
ing Nations ſent Ambaſſadors to Ti hoai, the new 
Emperor, in the 6oth Year of the Cycle, deſiring 
his Protection on paying a yearly Tribute. It ap- 
pears by Hiſtory that theſe Ambaſſadors came by Sea, 


and conſequently Navigation was then in Practice: 
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This Prince growing effeminate by the Eaſe of a long 
Peace, became a Slave to his Pleaſures ; he paſs'd the 
reſt of his Life ſhut up in his Palace among Women 
and Eunuchs, leaving the Care of his Government en- 


tirely to his Miniſters: He died the 23d Year of the 
Cycle, and the next Year his Son ſucceeded him in 


the Empire. | 
Ti mang, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 18 Years. 


Ti mang was, like his Father, an indolent Prince, 
tho? not ſo much a Slave to his Pleaſures; all that he 
did worth Notice was transferring the Court towards 
the Yellow River, and viſiting ſome Parts of his Do- 
minions: He died the 40th Year of the Cycle, and 
was ſucceeded by his Son Ti fre, who began his Reign 
the Year following. 5 


Ti fie, the Tenth Emperor, reigned 16 Years. 


TI SLE deſerv'd Praiſe for his Love of Juſtice, 
and the Care he took to preſerve the Peace of his Do- 
minions ; the Petty Kings, who had made themſelves 
Tributary, came in Perſon to pay their Homage, 
whom he honour'd with Titles. to reward their Fi- 
delity. He died the 57th Year of the Cycle, and leſt 
his Crown to his Son Ti pou kiang. 


Ti pou kiang, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned 
59 Tears. | 


I T is ſurprizing that nothing happen'd in this 
long Reign worth the Notice of Hiſtory, which on- 
ly applauds the Equity of the Emperor, and the Peace 
which the Empire enjoy*d during his Reign. He died 
the 56th Year of the Cycle, 

He named his Son Kong kia for his Succeſſor, but 
his Uncle 71 kiong uſurp'd the Throne, and drove out 


His Nephew. 


Ti 
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1g Ti kiong, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned 21 Wee | 
TI KIONG the Uſurper peacefully aſcended the 
in} Throne, the 37th Year of the Cycle, and, to deprive 
1 his Nephew, of all Hopes of the Crown, named his 
FX Son Ti kin his Succeſſor. He died the 17th Year of 

the Cycle, and his Son ſucceeded him. 


Ti kin, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 21 Tears, 
I TI KIN continued the Uſurpation of his Father» 
1 and reigned as long, but his Lewdneſs render'd him 
I; odious ; yet he kept the Crown till his Death, which 
ba happen'd the 38th Year of the Cycle: He could not 
1 give the Crown to his Son, but it was reſtored to Kong 
5 tis the lawful Heir. | | | 


Kong kia, the Fourteenth Emperor, reigned 31 Years: 


KONG XIA did not anſwer the People's Ex- 

pectation; forty Years Trouble ſhould have learned 
kg him to govern his Paſſions, yet as ſoon as he was in 
Power he became the moſt lewd and effeminate Prince / 


is that ever reign'd. 85 8 
7 He leſt the Care of the Government to his Mini- 


oft ſters, of whom he made a very ill choice, beſtowing 

the moſt important Poſts on Sycophants rather than 

Men of Merit. PET 

This Conduct made him ſo little regarded that the 

Tributary Princes refuſed to pay him Homage, and 

* 923 had the Courage to oblige them to do their 
uty. | . 
"” 7 bing tang, the Founder of the following Dynaſty, cycle 92 
ACC was born the Fth Year of this Cycle, and the 11th i 

ied Year Kong kia by his Death yielded the Crown to his 


Jut , " 3 9 
Jut Ti cao, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned 11 Years. | 
THE Vices of the late Emperor had render'd the 
Succeſſion precarious, and this Prince did not help to 
2 a eſtabliſh 
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eſtabliſh it, but too much like his Father made his 
Palace the Seat of the moſt inſamous Pleaſures: His 
Exceſſes ſhorten'd his Days, and he died the 2oth Year 
of the Cycle. | gs ri! 
Ti fa, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned 19 Years, 
T1 FA his Son ſucceeded, whoſe Character is not 
known; Hiſtory only mentions the Homage which 


was paid him by the Tributary Princes at his Acceſ- 
fion, and his Misfortune of being the Father of Ke, 


the worſt of Men, who was his Succeſſor, and who 


was the laſt Prince of this Dynaſty. 
- Kie, tbe Seventeenth Emperor, reigned 52 Years, 


KITE ſucceeded the 40th Year of the Cycle, the 
Emperor dying the Year before: He proved a Mon- 
ſter of Cruelty, like the Nero of Europe, and to give 
a bad Prince the vileſt Character, they fay He is 
another Ke: He was born with ſome good Qualities, 
and a wonderful Strength of Body, but they were 
eclipſed by the numerous Vices to which he was ad- 
dicted. His Wife was more cruel and wicked than 
himſelf, whoſe Commands he blindly obey'd; the 
Blood of his Subjects was every Day ſhed to pleaſe 
the barbarous Humour of this Princeſs. Kze cauſed a 
large Space of Land to be dug like a Lake, and 
having filled it with Wine commanded three thouſand 
Perſons to throw themſelves into it: There was a pri- 
vate Apartment in the Palace, where, in the Preſence 
of the Emperor and Empreſs, the moſt abominable 
Exceſſes were committed, 

Theſe horrid Actions cauſed a general Revolt, the 
whole Body of the People taking up Arms, but the 
Chief Miniſters ſtopt the Inſurrection, having yet 


ſome Remains of Love for his Perſon: They repre- 


ſented to him, in an humble Manner, the Dangers he 
was expoſed to by his licentious and tyrannical Con- 
duct; but theſe Remonſtrances made him ſtill more 

2 8 | flurious, 
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furious, and the Miniſter who ſpoke the Senſe of the 
reſt was condemn'd and executed in his Preſence. _ 
The Emperor's Fury did not leſſen the Zeal of his 


” 
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wiſe Miniſters ; they preſented to him a Memorial, in 


which they freely reproached him with his abominable 
Cruelties: He had ſcarcely read it, but in a Tranſport 
of Rage he reſolved to put the Authors to Death. 
. Tthing tang, one of the Tributary Princes, who was 


moſt eſteem'd for his Wiſdom and Virtue, having 


join'd his Remonſtrances to thoſe aforemention'd, was 
impriſon'd in the 21ſt Year of the Cycle, but his 


Confinement was of ſhort Duration. Theſe violent 
Proceedings, which encreaſed every Day, united all 


Orders of Men againſt the Tyrant: By general Con- 


ſent they choſe Tching tang to ſupply his Place, and 

obliged him to declare War againſt the Emperor. 
This virtuous and diſintereſted Prince declar'd he 

had no Right to the Crown, and that if he took 


Arms it was only to make the Emperor ſenſible of his 


Errors, and oblige him to return to his Duty. His 
Army was ſoon raiſed, each Prince furniſhing his 


Army, but could only get together a handful of Men : 
He tried to engage the Tartars in his Service by great 
Promiſes, but without Succeſs, being equally abhorr'd 
by thoſe People, | 7 
Being thus univerſally abandoned, he had recourſe 
to Diſſimulation, confeſs'd his Crimes, and ſeem'd 
penitent, deſiring they would only grant him his Life. 
Tching tang relented, and thinking the Emperor's 
Repentance ſincere not only ſpared his Life, but alſo 


Quota: The Emperor alſo endeavour'd to raiſe an 


reſtored him the Crown. He immediately quitted his 


Poſt in the Army, and return'd to his little Domi- 
nions, giving an Example of Moderation, which 


was admired by the whole Empire. f 


The Emperor was ſcarcely replaced on the Throne 


but he began his uſual Extravagancies; nay more, he 
raiſed an Army againſt Tching tang, whom he treated 


* 
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as a Rebel and a Traytor. Tching tang immediately 
put himſelf in a Poſture of Defence; but when the 
two Armies met, the'Emperor's Soldiers deſerted ta 
Tehing tang, and throwing. their Arms at his Feet 
acknowledged him their Sovereign. ; 
Ke had no Refuge left but Flight; he baniſh'd him- 
ſelf from the Empire, and after three Years Exile 
finiſh'd his criminal Life, which has made his Name 
and his Memory an Abomination to all Poſterity. 


The Second Dynaſty, called Chang, which com- 
| prebends the Lives of Twenty Eight Emperors 


in the Space of 644 Years. 
Tching Tang, the Firſt E mperor, reigned 13 Nears, 


T HE. Thirty Second Year of the Cycle this Prince 

aſcended the Throne, and gave the Name of 
Chang to the Imperial Family: This was the Name 
of the little State which he had govern'd a long 
Time, in lity of a King, or Tributary Prince. 
His Modeſty, Gentleneſs, Juſtice, and Application, 
had already gain'd him the Admiration of the Peo- 


plc, and he was acknowledged Emperor by all the 


rovinces with univerſal Applauſe : He alone thought 


himſelf incapable of ſuſtaining ſo weighty a Burden, 


and therefore aſſembled his Miniſters, and the Gran- 
dees of his Court, in order to deliver up a Crown, 


which any other, as he ſaid, would wear more wor- 
thily than himſelf, and that it was ſufficient for him 
that he had delivered his Country from the Perſecu- 
tion of the Tyrant; that he was ſatisfied with the 
imall State which Heaven had allotted him; and that 
it was with a great deal of Grief and Concern he fat 
on a Throne to which he was not the lawful * 

| | e 
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ly The Nobles of the Empire remonſtrated to him 

he that he fat on it by the particular Direction of Hea- 

ta ven, which, affected with the Misfortunes of the 

et People, had choſen him to be the Deliverer of his 
Country, and that it was evident, from the unani- 

m- mous Concurrence of all Orders and Ranks, that 

ile they would have no other King but him. 

me Tching tang, whoſe Conduct was ſincere, acquieſced 

at laſt in the preſſing Inſtances of the Nobles, and 

govern'd the Empire with the ſame Modeſty as had 

induced him to refuſe t. . 

He immediately abrogated the cruel Laws of his 
Predeceſſor, and eſtabliſh'd others full of Wiſdom and 
Equity: He placed his Confidence in a Miniſter __ 

named Y yn, whoſe Merit, Prudence, and Fidelity 
were perfectly well known to him, whom he fixed | 
at the Head of his Council, and to whom he gave 

the Command of his Armies. MAR 

He brought the Soldiers under the ſtricteſt Diſ- 
cipline, who before had been uſed to Plunder and 
Rapine, and in a ſhort time Order and Tranquil- 
lity reign'd throughout all the Provinces. . © 

He cauſed to be ingraven, on all the Veſſels which _ 
were for the uſe of the Palace, the moſt inſtructive 
Maxims of Morality, that they might be continually 
before his Eyes, and the Eyes of his Officers, that 
their Conduct might be always directed by thoſe Prin- 
ciples. 3 $62 

He gave a ſingular Mark of his Tenderneſs to- - 
wards his Subjects, in the time of a univerſal Drought 
which laſted ſeven Years, which perhaps is the ſame 
that is mentioned in Geneſis, imputing to his own 
Faults the Cauſe of ſuch a general Calamity ; he de- 
voted himſelf a Victim to the Good of his People: 
After that he had obſerved a rigorous Faſt, he lay'd 
aſide the Ornaments of his Dignity, had his Hair 
cut ſhort, which then was worn very long, and be- 
ing barefooted, as a Criminal, he lifted up his Hands 
| i towards 
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to draw on him 
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towards Heaven, and entreated it to ſpare his Sub- 
jects, and to lay the Burthen of its Wrath on him a- 


lone. Hiſtory relates, that at the end of his Prayer the 


Sky grew dark, and a general Rain followed, which 
made the Earth fertile, and reſtored Plenty. 

The Death of this Prince, which happen'd the for- 
ty fourth Year of the Cycle, put the whole Empire 


in Mourning, and every one lamented for him as if 


he had loft his Father. His eldeſt Son Tai ting dy- 
ing before him, the Crown devolved to his Grandſon 
named Tai ka, 


Tai kia, the Second Emperor, reigned 33 Years. 


T HE beginning of the Reign of this Prince gave 
a general Apprehenſion of his Adminiſtration ; far 
from following the Steps of his Grandfather, his Con- 
duct was directly wo and ſuch as was enough 
e Contempt and Averſion of his 

Subjects. 
yu, this wiſe Miniſter, whom I have already 


mentioned, and in whom Tching tang placed his whole 


Confidence, had acquir'd great Power in the Empire ; 
he made uſe of it to remonſtrate to the new Empe- 
ror the Abuſe he made of the Power with which 
Heaven had intruſted him only for the Good of his 
People ; he related to him the Examples of Divine 
Vengeance on vitious Princes, and endeavoured to in- 
ſpire him with the Love of Virtues proper to a Sove- 
reign. 5 7 Ws 

But, as the young Prince gave no Attention to the 
wholeſome Advice of ſuch a wiſe and able Servant, 
this Miniſter found out an Expedient, the Raſhneſs of 
which could hardly be excuſed, if the Integrity of 
his Intentions had not been well known to the whole 
Empire. 
He built a Houſe near the Tomb of the late Em- 
ror, and locked Tai kia up in it, that he might 
gave time to reflect on his ill Conduct, and to form 


him- 
- 4 1 
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himſelf over the Aſhes of his Grandfather, upon thoſe 
Virtues which he had ſo perfect a Pattern of: At 
the ſame time he declared himſelf Guardian both of 
the Prince and the Empire. 1 

The Emperor, who had been blinded by his hig! 
Fortune, received Advantage from his Diſgrace, and 
continued during three Years to make wholeſome 
Reflections on his own Miſconduct, and on the Vir- 
tues neceſſary to the well-governing of a great Empire. 
The Sincerity of his Change being evident, the Mi- 
niſter brought him out himſelf, and conducted him 
to the Throne from whence he had made him de- 
ſcend, cauſed him to be proclaimed Emperor the 
ſecond time, and made him acknowledged by all the 
People. | 2 1 by 

The Emperor thought himſelf oblig'd to his Mini- 
ſter for his ſevere Behaviour to him, he reſpected him 
as if he had been his Father, and follow'd always his 
Counſels, governing the Empire with a great deal of 
Prudence. The Tributary Princes, who had began to 
revolt, ſubmitted themſelves with Joy to his Obe- 
dience ; the whole Empire was under conſtant Sub- 
miſſion to the Death of this Prince, which happen'd 
the ſeventeenth Year of the Cycle. His Succeſſor was 
Jo ting, another Grandſon of the firſt Founder of this 


Vo ting, the Third Emperor, reigned 29 Tears, 


THIS Prince, deſcended from Tching tang, did 
not diſgrace the Blood he ſprung from, but was Heir 
to his Virtues, as well as to his Crown. He had the 
fame Confidence in Tyn as the other had; this wiſe _ 7? 
Miniſter dy*d in the eighth Year of his Reign, and 
the twenty fifth of this Cycle, when the Emperor, 
to teſtify his Eſteem for ſo great a Perſon, did Ho- 
nour to his Memory by moſt magnificent Obſequies. 
He was ſucceeded in his Place and Wiſdom by his 
Son called 7” pou, who was alſo honour'd wo W 
0 ; : N 


1 . 


Confidence of this and the following Emperors. The 
Emperor died the forty ſeventh Year of this Cycle, 
an was ſucceeded by his Brother Tat keng. 


Tai keng, tbe Fourth E mperor, reigned 25 Nears, 


HISTORY relates nothing remarkable of this 


Em peror, and the two following, except the Year 
they began their Reigns, and the Year they died. 

T. Er his Emperor died the eleventh Year of the 22 
cle, and his Son Siao kia ſucceeded him. 


Siao kia, the Fifth Emperor, reigned 17 Years. 


ALL we know of this Emperor is, that he reign'd 
peaceably as his Father had done, and follow'd the 
Counſels Tf the ſame Miniſter. He died the twenty 
eighth Year of the Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his 


Brother Yong ki. 


Yong ki, the Sixth Emperor, Ru 12 Tears. 


THIS Prince was Son of Yo ting, but not by the 
ſame Mother as the two preceding Emperors : Some 
Diſturbances were beginning in his Reign, by means 
of ſome tributary Kings or Princes having refuſed to 
come according to Caſtor to the Aſſembly, which 
the Emperors held from time to time. Hie died 
the fortieth Year of the Cycle, and was ſi ucceeded by 


his Brother Tai vou. 


Tai vou, the ſeventh 10 regned 6o Hare, | 
HE was Son of the ſame Mother as Zong ki his 


Wa be- Brother, whom he ſucceeded : His Zeal and Appli- 


fore Chriſt 


1617. 


cation to do his People Juſtice was ſo great, that he 
would give Audience very early in the Morning, and 
did not end it as long as there appeared any Perſon 


that required it. Among other Laws, which he either 


eſtabliſhed or revived, there was one by which he or- 
dered, that in every Town a certain Number — 
People 
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he people ſhould be maintaird out of the publick Tres. . 
le, ſure, which Cuſtom is yet in practice. . = 
After he had reigned in Peace ſeventy five Years; 
he died in the fifty fifth Year of the Cycle, in the 


Province of Ho nan, where he then kept his Court, 
his and was ſucceeded by his Son Tchong ting. 


2 Tchong ting, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 13 Trans, 


; THE frequent Inundations of the Hoang bo, or Yel- - 

low River, obliged this Emperor to abandon the Ci- 

ty where he kept his Court, which was in the Pro- 

vince of Chenſi, and to remove it firſt into the Pro- 

4 vince of Ho nan, and afterward into the Province 

1d of Pe tcheli. His Reign was diſturbed by a People 

he who inhabited the South Part of the River Zang te Cyde 1. 

king, who made Inroads into his Provinces, and com- 8 be- 

his mitted all forts of Violence. He ſent Forces againſt fore Cult ©» 
them, who preſently cut them in Pieces, and by that 557. 

means prevented the like Outrages for the future. 

This Expedition re-eſtabliſhed the Peace of the Em- 

pire, which the Emperor did not enjoy long, be dy- 

ing the eighth Year of this Cycle, when his pos ta 

Vai gin aſcended the Throne. 


Vai gin, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 13 bo oh 


T WAs at this time that the Civil Wars be- 
tween the Brothers of the deceas'd Emperors and 7 
their Children, for the Right of the Crown, began. * 
Theſe Wars laſted near 200 Years; but as Hiſtory ” 
mentions no Particulars, we muſt be filent on that 
Subject : This Emperor was very well reſpected and 
beloved of his Subjects: He died in the twenty third 
Year of the Cycle, and Ho tan kia his Brother ſuc- 
ceeded him. | 


Ho tan kia, the Tenth Emperor, reigned 9 Nears. 


HE kept his Court in a City of the Province of 
Ho nan, ſituated on a Hull, which prevented = = 
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being overflowed by the Inundation of the Hoang bo. 


He died the thirty-third Year of the Cycle, and 


left his Crown to his Son T/ou'ye, who was worthy 
of ſucceeding him. n 


Tſou ye, the Eleventh E mperor, reigned i 9 Tears. 
THIS Emperor had a Colao, or Prime Mini- 


ſter, called Zen, who was a very able and prudent 


Stateſman, and through whoſe wiſe Counſels the 
Empire enjoy'd a laſting Peace, and the tributary 
Princes were kept in the perſecteſt Submiſſion du- 


ring this Reign: This Emperor dy'd the fifty-firſt 


Year of the Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his Son 
Ton ſin, 22 


Tſou fin, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned 16 Tears. | 


TH E Brothers of the late Emperor would have 
uſurp'd the Crown, to the Prejudice of their Nephew 
the lawful Heir, under colour of being of an Age 
more -proper for the Government, and had created 

Diſturbances by dividing the Empire into Par- 

ties, if the Authority and Ability of Colao yen had not 
revented the Diſpute, by ſupporting this Emperor in 
is lawful Poſſeſſion of the Crown. He died in the 
ſeventh Year of the Cycle, and his Brother Yo kia ſuc- 


Vo kia, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 25 Tears. 


THIS Emperor uſurp'd the Crown from Tor 
ting his Nephew, and Son of the late Emperor, and 
enjoy'd it more fortunately than he deſerv'd: The 
Deſign of the Uſurper was to transfer the Crown to 
his Son, but his Meaſures were diſconcerted by the 
Prudence of the lawful Heir, who aſcended the Throne 
immediately after the Death of Yo kia, which hap- 
pen'd the thirty-ſecond Year of the Cycle. 
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ina Tou ting, the Fourteenth Emperer, reigned 32 Tears... 
thy . TSOU TING, in the late Uſurper's Time, con- 
ceal'd his Reſentment with ſo much Art and Prudence; 
that he gain'd his Confidence and Friendſhip ; and 
p behav'd himſelf with that Wiſdom and y, AS 
ini to ſucceed to the Croun without making uſe of any 
— tho* he excluded the Uſurper's Son his 
JOULIN, -- . | 6515 
He govern'd the Empire with equal Wiſdom, and 
before his Death gave a great Example of his Mo- 
deſty, by leaving the Choice of a Succeſſor to his 
Miniſters, in caſe they judg'd his Son incapable of 
governing his Subjects; accordingly they choſe Nan 
keng, the Son of Yo kia, who had been baniſh'd from * 
the Empire. „ 1 
This Prince dy*d the fourth Year of this new Cycle, cycle 16. 
and Nan keng fucceeded him. | VP be.. 


1 L 1... foreChrif 
Nan keng, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned 25 Years, . 


1437. 

ALT HO' Nan keng was choſen by the Mini- 
ſters, yet their Choice was not generally approv'd of, 
the Governors of the Provinces declaring for the Son 
of the late Emperor, ſo that the Empire was divi- 
ded into two Parties, which made a cruel War on 
each other, but the Party of Nan keng being te 
ſtronger, kept him in Poſleflion of the Empire: He 


remov'd his Court into the Province of Ho nan. 5 
This Prince was ſucceeded by Lang kia, the Son of 
Yang kia, Ihe Sixteenth Emperor, reigned 7 Years. * 


THE Diſcords in the Imperial Family cauſed 
great Troubles in the Empire; the tributary Princes, 

refuſing to pay either Obedience or Tribute to the 
Emperor, were on the point of rendring, their little 
Sovereignties independant, which would have been the 
Overthrow of the Monarchy, if the Emperor had not 
ſou Vor. I. 1 5, - dy 


25 | 


dy'd, which a in the. thirty-ſixth Year of the 
Cycle, and was ſucceeded by Pouan keng his Brother, 
who ufurp'dthe Throne to the Prejudice of his Nephew, 


Pouan Keng *, the Seventeenth Emperor, reigned 
twenty-ewht Nears. | 


THIS Prince, altho' an Uſurper, was the Reſtorer 
of the Empire, by his extraordinary Merit and 
Application to publick Buſineſs. He kept his Court in 
the Province of Chan fi, reviv'd the ancient Laws of the 


- Emperor Tching tang, which had been neglected thro! 


the Negligence of his Predeceſſors, and follow'd the 
Steps of that great Emperor in all his Actions. He 
made it a Rule never to intruſt any important Charge, 
relating either to his Court or Empire, but with thoſe 
of his Subjects in whom he found the 
of Capacity and Merit. He eſtabliſhed ſo good Or- 
der throughout the State, that the tributary Princes all 
return'd to their Obedience, and paid him the uſual 
Tribute. 5 Et 


_ . He died without Iſſue, the fourth Year of the Cy- 
fore Chrilt, cle, and his Brother Siao ſin ſucceeded him. 


1377. 


Siao ſin, the Eighteenth Emperor, reigned 21 Years. 


THIS Emperor inherited his Brother's Crown, 
but not his: Virtues : He left the Government intirely 
to his Miniſters, to follow his Pleaſures, and his in- 
active and effeminate Life had like to have deſtroyed 
all good Order and Diſcipline in the Empire. He died 
in the twenty-fifth Year of the Cycle, and his Son 
Siao ye ſucceeded him. ; 


Siao ye, the Nineteenth Emperor, reigned 28 Years. 


T HIS Prince was educated conformably to his 
Birth, and the wiſe Governors, who had had the Care 


Dis Emperor changed the Name of bis Family from Chang 
of 
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had given him, and followed the pernicious and 
wicked Example of his Father. He dy'd the fiſty- 
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of his Education, expected that he would have ſhew'd | 
himſelf worthy of the Throne he was deſtin'd to; 


but he no ſooner ſaw himſelf Maſter of that great & 
Empire, than he forgot the good Inſtructions they / 


third Year of the Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his Son 
Jou ting. | | 1 | 
Vou ting, the Twentieth Emperor, reigned 59 Nr. 
VOU TING was yet young when he aſcended Cycle 18. 
the Throne: He intruſted the Government of the Year be- 
Empire with his Prime Miniſter, during his three fore Crafty 
Years Mourning, and ſhut himſelf up in a Houſe 3 7 
near his Father's Tomb, in order to lament his | 
Death, and to beg of Heaven to grant him the pro- 
per Virtues to qualify him for the high Station to 
which it had appointed him. 1 / 
The Time of his Mourning being expir'd, he re- 
turn'd to his Palace, and ſaw, in a Dream, a Man 
reſented him by Heaven to be his Prime Miniſter ; 
L beheld him with Attention, and the Features off 
his Face were fo ſtrongly imprinted on his Fancy, 
that he drew an exact Portrait of him when he a- 
wore,” ES.” 
Upon this he aſſembled his Miniſters, and having 
related to them his Dream, and ſhewed the Picture to 
them, he ſent ſeveral of them to ſeek for that Perſon 
whoſe Picture they had ſeen. e 
They found him in a Village in company with a 
great many other Artificers ; his Name was Fou Tue, a 
Maſon by Trade: He was immediately carried to 
Court, where a great many Queſtions relating to Po- 
liticks and Government were propoſed to him, to 
which he gave very proper and juſt Anſwers, with a 
great deal of Eloquence, to the Admiration of every 
one, ſo that the Emperor, after addreſſing him in the 
warmeſt Terms, immediately made him his Firſt Mi- 
niſter, t X 2 "> = 
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Fou Yue proſtrated himſelf before the Emperor, ac- 
cording. to Cuſtom, whom he found always very 
liant with his in in the Chu Oy 4 — of 
bliſh in 1 Peror 
3 * regularly, and by that means 
became a Pattern for the nar 2 Princes, and his Re- 
putation to the moſt diſtant Nations in- 
duced them to come and pay Homage to him. 
This Prince died in the fifty-ſecond Year of the 
21 and was ſucceeded by his Son, n Tjou 


* 
* 

[1 o 
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Thou W che 7 wk N Emperor, reigned 7 Years, 


THIS Reign was ſo ſhort, and the Order and 
Diſcipline of the Empire ſo exact and regular, that 
the Emperor had no other Care than to. preſerve it 
as he found it: Hereign'd ſeven Years, and dy'd the 


fifty-ninth Year of the Cycle, his Brother Tou kia 


ſucceeding him. 
Tſou kia, the Twenty-ſecond Emperor, reigned 
| thirty-four Years. 


| . THE year Virtues of his Father, Zou ting; the 
0 fore Chri Loſs of whom was ſtill regretted, render'd the Vices 


with Wiſdom, Modeſty, and Meekneſs ; but the Son 
was full of Pride and Vanity, and given up to all 
manner of Debauchery, uſing his Subjects with the 
utmoſt Contempt: Such an irregular and diſorderly 


- * — - ”. 


ſeem'd to forete] the approaching Ruin of this 


Dynaſty. 

The twenty- ſeventh Year of the Cycle is remarka- 
ble for the Birth of Ven vang. 

The or dy'd the thirty-third Year of the Cy- 
cle, and his Son _ fin his: . 
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of this Prince more odious: The Father was endued 


Conduct cauſed Diſturbances in the Empire, which 


* 
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Lin fin, the Twenty-third Emperor, reigned 6 Wears. 
THIS Prince was, like his Father, a Slave to 
his Luſts, and ſo void of any Application to Buſi- 
neſs, that he left the Government of the Empire te 
his Miniſters, forbidding them to give him any Ac- 
count of publick Affairs, that he might haye the more 
Leiſure to follow his infamous Pleaſures. 1 

At length his Debaucheries ſhortning his Days, deli- 7 
vered the Empire from fucha vicious Prince. He died 
without Iſſue the thirty-eighth Year of the Cycle, 
and was ſucceeded by his Brother Keng ting. 5 


Keng ting, the 7 wenty-fourth Emperor, reigned Ke. 
1. , twenty-one Tears. l 


HISTORY relates nothing of this Emperor, 
excepting the Number of Years that he reigned, an 
the Year of his Death, which was the fifty-ninth 
Year of the Cycle, and nine Years after the Birth of 
Joi vang, who was the Founder of the following Dy- 
naſty : This Emperor was ſucceeded by his Son 
Vou Ye, | ; : 


Vou ye, the Twenty-fifth Emperor, reigned 4 Tears. ' 


AS ſhort as this Reign was it appear d too long cycle 20 
to the Chineſe : They ſpeak of this Emperor as an Year be- 
impious and wicked Prince, who could not fail to fore Chriſt, 
draw on himſelf the Divine Vengeance: He was 97 
kill'd by Thunder as he was hunting, the third Lear 
of the Cycle; his Son Tai ting ſucceeding him. 

About this time Chineſe Colonies were ſent to inha- 
bit ſome Iſlands to the Eaſtward ; and there are ſome 
who ſay that Japan began to be inhabited then, _ 


200 0g thr TO ſixth Emperor, reigned 3 Years. | 


THIS Emperor began his Reign by declaring 
War againſt a tributary Prince, whole little State was 
called Jen, in the Province of Pe tcbeli; and Peking 

"3 ab: which 
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which is now the Metropolis of the Empire, was 
one of the Towns of that State: He died the ſixth 
Year of the Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his Son 
77 ye. | 

Ti ye, the Twenty-ſeventh Emperor, reigned 37 Nears. 
' THIS Emperor continued the War which his 
Father had begun againſt the Prince of Zen: He gave 
the Command of his Forces to a great General called 


Kilie, who defeated that little Sovereign, and depriv'd 
him of his State: The Emperor was ſo well pleaſed 


with the Conqueſt, that he gave that Principality to 


his General, and made it hereditary to his Family: 
Ki lie govern'd it ſeven Years, and his Son Ven vang 
ſucceeded him, who in time founded the Third 

The Emperor dying the forty-third Year of the 
Cycle, was ſucceeded by Tcheou- his third Son, who 
was the Son of the Empreſs, to the Prejudice of two 
other Sons whom he had before by a Woman of the 
Second Order, but as they were born before their 
Mother was Queen, they were deprived of the Suc- 
ceſſion; Not but that the Father, perceiving Tcheou's 
Want of all Merit, would have left his Crown to the 


eldeſt of the other two Sons, but the chief Miniſters 


oppoſed it as a thing contrary to the Laws of the Em- 
ire, which they afterwards had ſufficient Reaſon to 
repent of, : a | 


ITcheou, the Twenty-eighth Em peror, reigned 33 Nears, 


PRIDE, Luxury, Debauchery, Tyranny, and 
Cruelty, mounted the Throne with this Emperor : He 
married a Woman named Ta kia, who was the moſt 
beautiful Perſon in the whole Empire, but the moſt 


barbarous and wicked Wretch of the Age: She would 


have all things directed according to her Caprice and 
imperious Humour, and if the Miniſters failed to 
conform to her Opinion, they were immediately ei- 
| ther” 
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publick Affairs, 
The Reputation which he had ac air'd was ſo 
great, that forty tributary Princes choſe im for their 


\ > 
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ther baniſhed, or condemned to Death; to diſobey 
her Orders, was accounted Rebellion, and ſhe per- 
ſuaded the Emperor that he could not be abſolute 
Maſter of his Subjects, unleſs he made himſelt feared 


by them. 
"For that purpoſe ſhe cauſed a brazen Pillar to be 


erected, which being made red-hot with Fire, the 
unfortunate Wretch, whom her Cruelty had condemn'd 


to this kind of Puniſhment, was. brought to it, and 
forc'd to embrace it, till ſuch time as his Fleſh was con- 
ſum'd to the Bone, which horrible Spectacle was an 


eeable Diverſion to her, 

Theſe, and other kinds of bloody awd cruel Exe- 
cutions, did not intimidate the wile Ven vang, who 
had the Courage bravely to oppoſe ſuch horrid In- 
humanities: The Tyrant, who as yet reſpected his 
Virtue, did not uſe him with the ſame Rigour as he 
had done others before him, whom he had unjuſtly 


pur to Death for the ſame Cauſe, but ſent hn to 


riſon only to puniſh his Raſhneis, as he call'd it; 
the principal Subjects of Ven vang, hearing of his Im- 


priſonment, immediately reſolved to ſend a Preſent to 


the Emperor to induce him to releaſe him, and, a- 
mong other things, ſent him a young Girl of very 
great Beauty; Tcheou was ſo taken with her , Charms 


| that he immediately order'd Jen vang to be ſet at Li- 


berty, whoſe Joy was doubled, in that he not only 
obtain'd his F e e but at the ſame time was re- 
moy*d from fo corrupt a Court. 

Altho Yen vang was Sovereign of a ſmall State, 
yet he was as much reſpected and eſteem'd webs. of 


out the whole Empire, as Tcheou was hated and 


ſpis d: This high Eſteem he had acquir'd by 


reat Love of {pore Meekneſs, Modeſty, F roga. 
ning, and great A Fringe * 


ity, Love of 


X 4 Sove- 
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. ign, thinking that he alone could put a 
p to the Evils with which the Empire was then 
"Maed; but he died before he could put that De- 
Tign in Execution, leaving his Prineipality and his 
Riches to his ſecond Son, called Von vung, whom 
he preferr'd to his eldeſt, becauſe, he woul not en- 
ter into his Views of dethroning the Emperor; aſter 
his Father's Death, he retir'd beyond the River 72, 
ſe kiang towards the Borders of Se tebuen, anc 
founded the two Kingdoms of Nue ahd Hou. 
Year'be- Mean while Tcheou became more and more odious 
fore Chriſt, to his Subjects, who groaned under his Tyrannical 
1137: Government: One of his Uncles, ſeeing that he 
was running headlong to, his Ruin, made Remon- 
ſtrances to him on his ill Conduct, whereupon the 
Emperor condemned him to Death immediately, 
| Which he muſt have ſuffer' d, had he not counter- 
feited Madneſs; however, he kept him in Priſon 
ſome time, to try whether it was real'or pretended, 
but the Uncle acted his Part ſo well, that he deceiv d 
the Tyrant, and ſaved his Life. He cauſed alſo a- 
nother of his Uncles to be immediately ſtrangled up 
on the ſame Account, whoſe Heart he order*d to 
brought before him, which he examined with great 
Nicety, more to ſatiate his Vengeance than to ſatisfy 
his Curioſity. 
Such ſtrange Inhumanity, carry'd to ſuch aLen h, 
rovok'd at laſt the whole Empire to revolt: Fe 
Princes and Grandees intreated You vang to put him- 
ſelf at the Head of an Army, and to march againſt 
the Tyrant, promiſing to furniſh him with what Forces 
ſhould be neceſſary. 
The Emperor hearing of it put himſelf at the 
Head of a much more numerous Army, and march- 
ed againſt his Enemies; but ſcarcely was the Sig- 
nal of Battle given, but the greater Part of 2 
Imperial Army threw down their Arms, and join'd 


G Vang. 


Tebeon 


ora un TT DS By &I 6 


'” a Www rot fwwotD a . 


6 


Metropolis, and retiring to his Palace ſet it on fire, 


; Cara, Sars Term: any; wy 
Teheou, finding that he was betray d, fled to his 


that he might not fall into the Hands of a rebel- 


lious Subject; this happen d the ſixteenth- Year of the 


Cycle: Through the Care that was taken to extin- 
guiſh the Fire one half of the Palace was ſaved, 


and You vang entred it as Conqueror, where the 
firſt Object which he met with was the Empreſs Ta 


kia, whom he immediately ſlew with his Sword; 


Hereupon the tributary Princes, and the Grandees of h 


the Empire, unanimouſly elected him E 


mperot, and 
he became the firſt Founder of (Ws 1 _ He 


called Tcheou *, - 


; * 
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The Third . maſt, called Tebedu, which com- 
prehends t „ Hege of of Thirty. 2 NY 
Dis the Space of 813 Tears. 


Vou vang, the F rſt A reigned 7 Years, Wir 


THIS. new Emperor fixed the Seat a his "hag 


pire in the Metropolis of the Province of Chen 


2 La called Si ngan: He began his Reign with 


offering Sacrifices to the Lord of Heaven, and re- 
eſtabliſhing the Laws and Cuſtoms which his Prede- 
ceſſor had in ſome meaſure aboliſhed. : 

He conſulted K ton, the Uncle of the Tyrant, 
who had counterfeited Madneſs to fave. his Life, in 


Affairs of State, Politicks, and Aſtronomy, whoſe 


Inſtructions to the Emperor are to be ſeen in, a Book 


— 9 
. 3 
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called Chu king, of which we ſhall ſpeak hereaſter; 


and he rewarded this Great Man, by giving him — 


* The Name of this Dynaſty i is pronnceldiferoth fm the fs | 


Name of the late Emperor, 
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his Poſterity the Kingdom of Corey for a Sovereignty 
and made it in a manner independant : He alſo erected 
fiſteen Principalities, which he gave to fiſteen of his Re- 
lations, beſtowed great Rewards on his Miniſters, and 
rais d ſome to the higheſt Honours and Preferments of 
the Empire, particularly his Prime Miniſter Tcheou kong, 
for whom he had a very great Reg He govern'd 
his People with the Tenderneſs of a Father, and was 
indefatigable in publick Affairs to the Day of his 
Death, which happen'd the twenty-third Year of the 
Cycle. He was ſucceeded by his Son Tching vas g. 


5 Tching vang, the Second Emperor, reigned 37 Years, 


T HE tender Years of this Prince when he aſcend- 
ed the Throne, rendered him incapable of Governing, 
but his Uncle Tcheou kong, who was Prime Miniſter, 
and whoſe Virtue was generally. acknowledged, took 
upon him the Care both of the Emperor and the 
Empire, and govern'd with great Wiſdom and Pru- 
dence. | ae I MELT 
Nevertheleſs his Virtues could not ſcreen him from 
the Envy of his Enemies, who perſuaded the young 
Prince that his Uncle deſign'd to uſurp the Imperial 
Dignity, which the Miniſter hearing of took a Re- 
ſolution of retiring from Court, which was 2 great 
Affliction to all good Men, who were convinced of 
his Probity, and Zeal for the Welfare of his Ne- 
phew. | | 1 
The young Emperor was very well pleas'd to be 
from under the Tuition of his Uncle, and took up- 
on him, with great Joy, the Government of t 
Empire, till Experience, and ill Succeſs, made him 
ſenſible of his own Incapacity of ſupporting ſuch a 
Weight. Having order'd the ſecret Records of the 
Empire to be read to him, in order to make them 
the Standing Rule of his future Conduct, he found, 
among others, a Writing under his Father's own 
Hand, in which he related the generous Action of 
1 Tebeou 
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Tcheou kong, when at the Time of his Sickneſs, which £7 
happen'd in the ſecond Year of his Reign, he 
had not only offer'd Sacrifices for his Recovery, 
but alſo had publickly offer'd his own Life to Hea- 
ven, to preſerve that of You vang.  _ 

Aſter reading the Writing, Tching vang was fo 
ſenſibly affected with this ſingular Love of a Sub- 
ject towards his Sovereign, that he went himſelf to 
the place where Tcheou kong had retir'd and livdin 
private, intreating him not to forſake him, but to hel? 
and aſſiſt him with his Counſel, and brought him di- . 
rectly to Court with him, and reinſtated him in his for- 
mer Honours and Dignities. The Emperor afterwards 

follow'd the Counſel of this wiſe Miniſter, which 

made him admir'd as well abroad as at home, and 
occaſion*d the King of Cocbinchina to ſend Ambaſſa- 

dors to him, to congratulate: him on his Happineſs 

of having fo wiſe a Miniſter as Tcheou kong. Theſe 
Ambaſſadors were received with the higheſt Marks of 

Eſteem and Friendſhip. A 5 yon Lt 

After they had had their Audience of Leavein order 
to return to their own Country, Tcheou kong gave them 
an Inſtrument, which on one fide pointed towards the 
North, and on the oppoſite fide towards the South, 
to direct them better on their way home, than they 3 
had been directed in coming to China. This Inſtruk 
ment was called Tobi nan, which is the ſame Name ass 
the Chineſe now call the Sea Compaſs by: This hass 
given Occaſion to think that Tcheou kong was the ink 
ventor of the Compaſs. e Vert | 

This great Miniſter died the thirty third Vear of 
the Cycle, in the hundredth Year of his Age ; and the 
Emperor, to ſhew the great Regard he had for him; 
cauſed him to be buried near his Father's Tomb, 
with the ſame Obſequies as were cuſtomary at the g 
Interments of the Emperors. 0 

Sometime after the Emperor aſſembled the States of 
the Empire, and ordered that every Prince * = 

ooug 


316 De Genziar HISTORY of ; 
bblig' d to forbid the immoderate Uſe of Wine in his 

Dominions, as being the Source of infinite Misfor- 
tunes. This Prince died the fiftieth Year of the Cy. 
cle, and left his Crown to his Son called Kang yang. 


: | Kang vang, the. Third Emperor, reigned 26 Tears. 


deror was very peaceably inclin'd, and 
ree from Wars both at home and a- 
fore Chriſt broad, and from thence he was ſurnamed the Paci- 
1077- fick: He was a great Lover of Agriculture, which 
was brought to great Perfection in his Days. He 255 
died the twenty fifth Year of the Cycle, and was ſuc- i 
cceded by his Son Tchao wang. Nagel 


ſiti 
of 
ITchao vang, the Fourth Emperor, reigned 51 Years. he 
the 
cip 
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ONE ſingle Paſſion, to which this Prince was in- 
tirely devoted, . all his Virtues. He was ſo gi - 
ven to Hunting he neglected intirely the Af. | 
fairs of the Empire, being continually engaged in Ou: 
that Exerciſe, and follow d by an Army of Hunters and de: 
Dogs, which ſpoiled the whole Country, and ruined his no 
People, who were continually lamenting to ſee their ſul 
Harveſts overrun by Horſes and Dogs. This be 
ill Conduct drew an univerſal Hatred upon him, and the 
brought him to an untimely Death, for his Subjects Er 
Cycle 23. conſpired againſt his Life, and invented the following 
Year be- to prevent their being diſcover'd. Know: his 
fore Chrift ing that the Emperor in returning from hunting 2 
was oblig*d to croſs a River which was pretty broad, bel 
and that there were Boats ordered to wait upon him, | 
prepar'd one fo built that they knew it would dle 
immediately fall in Pieces; the Emperor went into it | 
with ſome of his Nobles, and before they had got to K 
the middle of the River, the Boat ted and ſunk 1 
at once, and the Emperor and all his Attendants ſo 


were drowned. Thus periſhed this Prince the ſixteenth 
Year of this Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his Son 


It 


Mo vang. | 5 850 


== NA,; 2 f NE . A* 5 e. | 2 


It is ſaid that in the fixteenth Year of his Reign, 
and the forty firſt of the C ycle, the Author of the 25. 
bominable Sect of Bonzees, ind of the Bo of 
Metempſychoſis, was born in India, whoſe Name was, 
Fo. This Idolatrous Sect was firſt introduced into 
8 this Empire the ſixty fifth Year after, Chriſt, under 
d the Protection of the Emperor, which ſhall be e 
* in its ers P lace. 


þ Mo vang, the fifth 3 874 5 5 9775 5 


le THE great Virtues of this Prince, and Diſpo- 
0 dien to do Juſtice, ſoon gain'd him the Affection 

of his Subjects. Some of the Barbarians: of the Sous: 
thern Parts having revolted, he ſent an Army againſt 
them, commanded by Kao fon, who entirely defeated. 
them , and the Emperor rewarded him with the Prin- 
cipality of Tchao in the Province of Chan ſi. 

This Succeſs encourag'd him to lead his er- ö 
ous Arms againſt the Tartars; his Son. in-law en- 
deavour'd to diſſuade him from it, which he gave 
no Attention to, but march'd at the Head of a power- 1 
ſul Army to the Borders of Tartary. The Tartars 
bearing of his March, withdrew into the Heart of 1 
their Country, with their Tents and Cattle: The 
Emperor finding no Enemies to fight with was 
oblig d to return, after having fatigu d and impair d 
his Army with long and troubleſome Marches. _ 


= 


— — 
0” a 


. 


— 
* 


eir 
nis 
nd 
&s 
ng 
Wr 


ng , the Author of the Idolatrous Sect mentioned OY 24 
d, before, died in India the ninth Year of the Cycle. So 
m, The Emperor died the eleventh Year of the oP 


ld de, and was ſucoecded-by his Son Kong vang. " 


Kong vang, the Sixth Emperer, reiew'd. 12 eats... , 


THIS Prince began his Reign with an Action 
D's WW ſo cruel and barbarous, that it would have been a 
Ad perpetual Blot upon him, if his future COT | hag not 
= greatly made aimentl for it. 


1 | He 
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He often uſed to walk by the ſide of a- Lake, 
which was in a Country called Mie, where the fineſt 
Women of the Country frequently walk*d, with 
three of whom he fell deſperately in Love, but they 
being warned of the Danger they were in abſented al 
themſelves, and went no more to the Walk : With = 
this the Emperor was ſo enraged, that he command- 2 
ed all the Inhabitants of Mie to be immediately maſ- 4 
ſacred. He repented this cruel Action all the Days ri 
of his Life, and performed many great Acts of Ju- | 
ſtice and Equity, which took off the Odium that it 
had brought * him, and made him rank'd a- 
mongſt the beſt of Princes. He died the twenty 
third Year of the Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his Ml © 
Son 27 Vang. 7 


Te vang, the Seventh Emperor, reigned 25 Nears. ly 


THE Memory of this Prince had been buried 
with him, if his Negligence had not given the Poets *: 
of his Time matter of Rallery, by whoſe fatirical he 
Deſcriptions he is only known. He died in the forty ſat 
eighth Year of the Cycle, being deſpiſed of all Men, 
and without being able to ſecure Crown to his to 
Children, his Brother Hiao vang uſurping it by Vio- 
lence. | on 


 Hiao vang, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 15 Years. Wh 


THIS Uſurper maintain'd himſelf peaceably on 
the Throne by his Merit and Addreſs: He was o. | /* 
ver fond of Horſes, and ſpent large Sums of Money 8 
in keeping and buying great Numbers of them; and IM + 

he gave a Sovereignty to one E chou, a Groom Su 

whom he highly eſteem'd for his Skill in his Buſineſs, I the 
which in time prov'd to be the Ruin of his Family; | 
for one of the Off-ſpring of this Groom was the 

Founder of the following Dynaſty, as ſhall be ſhew'd ſpa 

hereafter. Hiao vang died the third Year of the Cy- 

cle, and I vang ſucceeded him. 
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M vang, the N nth Emperor, reigned. 16 Years, | 5 


T HE Irregularities of this Prince's Conduct, and 
his want of Judgment, rendered him contemptible to 
all his Subjects; he was ſo timorous, that he could 
neither make any anſwer to his Miniſters when 
came to him for Orders, nor give Audience to foreign 
Ambaſſadors, nor receive in publick the Hon ct G 
tributary Princes. He died the nineteenth Year of | 


the Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his Son Li vang. 


Lia vang, the Tenth Emperor, reigned 51 Years. 


THIS Prince was proud, ſelf conceited, prodi- 
gal and cruel ; the Wealth of his Subjects, which he 
drew from them through Exactions, could ſcarcely 
ſatisfy his Paſſion for Riches, which he ſpent laviſh- 
ly and without Judgment: The Miſery of his Sub- 
jets was extreme, and nothing was heard but Com- 
plaints and Murmurs. Theſe Clamours and Repinings 


of an oppreſs d People only increaſed his Fury, ae 
he puniſh'd, with the utmoſt Severity, thoſe whom he m3 


ſuſpected to be at the Head of the Malecontents.. -- 

As he was conſcious how odioushe had made hi | 
to his Subjects, he ſuſpected that all their Diſcourſe 
was on his ill Conduct, and therefore he forbid them 
on Pain of Death to converſe together, or even 
whiſper to one another, ſo that you might ſee all the 
Inhabitants walking the Streets with Eyes caſt down, 

mournful Silence, and ſhunning each other, 

Toba kong, one of his moſt faithful Miniſters, fre- 
quently advis'd him to deſiſt from theſe arbitrary Pro- 


Ceedings, telling him that the forced Silence of his 


Subjects ſeem'd to forebode ſomething more dangerous, 
than if they had the open Liberty — complain. 
The Prediction of this wiſe Miniſter prov'd but 
too true; the fifty ſecond Year of the Cy _ the de- 
ſpairing People all revolted, and ruſhed 1 _ the Im- 
perial Lalace, ig order to aſſaſſinate the 8 Is 
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not him there, . 
mour of the Tumult, 
excepting his youngeſt Son, whom Tchao 8 had 
y convey d to his own Houſe, in order to con- 
ceal him from the Rage of the Multitude; but 
hearing that one of the Sons of the Emperor was con- 
cealed at Tchas kong 's, they beſieged his Houſe, and 
demanded him with Threats; however he refuſed to 
give * UP. 25 _ __ — them his own Son 
inſtead of him, who oat inhumanly cut be- 
fore the Father's Face. N 
Li vang henceforward lived in Obſcurity, a Wan- 
derer and Fugitive: Tchao kong tried the utmoſt 
of his Power to appeaſe the People, and to re-eſtabliſh 
him on the Throne, bat he could not ſucceed in it, 
fo that the Throne was yacant for ſome Years. + 


Suen vang, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned 46 Years. 


ca 26. LI FANG died in his Exile, the Tenth Year of 
| Yer be. the Cycle, and the Throne was filled by the young 
Prince Suen vang, whom Tebao kong had ſaved from 
the Fury Han a 2 People. This Miniſter by de- 
3 to Obedience, and to ac- 
ledge ron _ Emperor after the Death of 
his Father. As he was then very young, Tchao kong 
and another Miniſter were appointed to be his Tu- 
tors, and to take Care of his Education. Theſe two 
wg" acquitted themſelves of this important Em- 
loy with great Zeal and Fidelity, and their Royal 
Pupil was 5 tractable on his Part. He recalled 
to Court numbers of wiſe Men and Philoſophers, 
who either through the Cruelty or ill Conduct of 
the former Emperors had been oblig d to retire into 
Deſerts and Mountains. 
Some of the Nations, who were to the South wurd of 
China, near the great River Yang te kiang, having 
taken the Advantage of the Independency in- which 
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they lived, plundered the Neighbouring - Provinces, 
againſt whom Suen vang lent an Army commands 
| | y 


they murdered all his Family, 
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| Pao fſee, for whole Sake he put away the Em 


by his Concubine: The E 


aſtoni ſh*d 


Son had abandoned him, and ſent an One to his 


by excellent: Officers, who foreed them to ſubmit to 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of the 20 75 E 

This Pringe died the fifty-fixth Tear of the Cycle, 
and his Sn 17a vang ſuccreded him. 

Yeou vang, the Twelfth Emperor, reigud 11 Years, - 1 

THIS Prince had none of the good Qualities  _ 
which Were admir'd in his Father, but Fad yery great 
Faults, which made him contemptible to his People. 
He was deſperately in love with a Concubine called Cycle a 

| $ Year be- 
and her Son, who was the lawful Heir to the Crown, fore Chriſt 
in order to put in his Place the Son which he had 777“ 
refs, with the Prince re- : 
tir'd to his Uncle, who had the Government of the 
eviii dig this Jar aur had no i Fig 

| Notwithſtanding this Lau vang had no great Plea- 
ſure in the Enjoyment of his beloved Pas eee, be- 
cauſe ſhe was naturally of a 278 ſplenatick and me- 
Jancholy Temper, altho* be had recgueſc to all forts 
of Amuſements that might inſpire her with Gaiety 


He was then at War with the Eaſtern Tartars, anfl 
had given Orders that when the Soldiers ſaw Fires 
lighted they ſhould immediately take to their Arms, 
and attend his Perſon. This Signal, which was never 
uſed but in caſe of N eceflity 5 he looked on As à pro- 
per Diverſian for the Object of his Love, who was 
highly delighted to ſee the Hurry that the Soldiers - 
were in to run to the Emperor when the Fires were 
lighted, in order, as they thought, to defend him a- 
gainſt the Enemy, and then to ſee how ſurpriz d and 
they look d at their Diſappointment, after | 
all their needleſs Flutter and Fatigue. 

Nevertheleſs the Emperor was diſpleas'd that his 


Brother to bring him to him immediately 
3 d, what he . Ta 
Wor. IJ. | 


| themſelves for 


he Grnzrat Hisront 7 
as the young Prince ſhould be declar'd lawful Heir 
of the Empire; which ſo provok'd tou van, that 
he immediately declar'd War againſt him, 
This Prince, not being in a Condition to ſtand out 
the Forces of the Emperor, join'd the Tartars, 


and in the night-time attack d the Imperial Camp: 


The Fires were immediately lighted, but as this Sig- 
nal had deceiy'd the Soldiers ſo often before, they 
rded it, and look'd on it as the ordinary Diver- 


ſion of Pao ſte: In the mean time the Camp was 


forc'd, and the Emperor ſlain, This happen d the 
ſeventh Year of the Cycle, and Ping vang his Son 
ſucceeded him in the Empire. 


Ping vang, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 51 Years, 


THEE Tartars, who were introduced into the Em- 
pire, took advantage of the Confuſion which the Em- 
perot's Death had cauſed among the Chineſe Troops ; 
they plunder'd wherever they came, and made divers 

The tributary Princes being alarm'd at 

it, united their Forces in order to oppoſe them, and 
revent their own Ruin: Amon ſe Confederate 
rinces, the Kings of T n and of Ouei diſtinguiſh'd 
eir Valour, and drove the 70 artars 


from the Conqueſts they had made. 


and Tefus'd to pay Homage to 
3 that he 1 lene them no Aſſiſtance. This 


T HIS Succeſs put an end to a foreign War, but 


gave riſe to civil Commotions more dangerous than 
that: Theſe two Kings kept in their Poſſeſſion the 


Conqueſts of which they had — the Tartars, 
e Emperor, under 


mple produced fatal Conſequences, which the Em- 


Eu 7 2 on himſelf, by removing his Court from 
the Province of Chen 74 to that of Ho nan. 


This Caution was imputed to the Fear wherewith the 
melancholy Fate of his Father had inſpir'd him; and 
it was not doubted bur his retiring farther from the 


* of the Tartars, ſhew'd he was more 


careful 


my. 
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ended in the Time of the celebrated Philoſopher Con- 
fucius, who from hence begins his Hiſtory, which he 


died the twenty-firſt Year of the Cycle, and his Son 
Tchuang vang ſucceeded him. 


CHrina,'/Cuintst-TarraAry, Sc. 323 
careful of his own Perſon than of the Safety of the © 
Empire: Several tributary Princes follow'd the Ex- 
amples of the Kings of / and Ouei, and made them- 
ſelves independant. 8 rn cnet S 
There were three eſpecially that ſignaliz d them- 
ſelves by their Uſurpations, and founded three conſi- 
derable Kingdoms. The King of I/ took the Southern 
Part of the Province of Chan tong : The King of Tor. 
ſeiz d the Provinces of Hou quang and Kiang  þ,. 
and the King of Jin uſurp'd the greater Part cf the 
Province of Chen ſi. Theſe three Princes having 
now no Maſter follow'd the Dictates of their Ambi- 
tion, and ſeeking to enlarge their Dominions made 
War againſt each other ; the Emperor indeed endea- 
vour'd to put a Stop to theſe Diſorders, and enjoyn'd 
them to live in Peace, but they deſpiſed his Authority. 
Theſe Wars laſted ſeveral Ages, and were not 


has intituled Tchun This. 
The Emperor died the fifty-eighth Lear of the Cy- 
de, and was ſucceeded by Houan vang his Brothei's 
on, | | K Oe” 
Houan vang, the fourteenth Emperor, reigned” * 
: Teventy-tbree N. 
HOUAN VANG aſcended the Throne at this Cyde 28. 
difficult Conjuncture, and earneſtly endeavour' d te Vear be-. 
bring the tributary Princes to their Obedience by ſore Chriſt. 
gentle Means; but they proving ineffectual he had 7*7* | 
recourſe to Arms, which Method was as unſucceſsful | 
as the former, for he was wounded and his Army de- 
feated; ſo that finding his Endeavours to re- 
eſtabliſh his Authority in the revolted Provinces were 
in vain, he was oblig' d to content himſelf with pre- 
ſerving the Provinces that acknawledg'd him: He 


* 


Y 2 Tchuang 
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J Weney, and even tlie King o 
85 1 f is Culuo, or Prime Miniſter, called 4 Quen 


De Gixtnii HISs TOR of | 
chu vang, the AN» Emperir, TO 
I fifteen Tears, © 
THIS Prince came to the Crowh to 
the Will of Ks Father, ind feveral of his Minitzrs 
the late having named for his Succeſſor the 
Son of one of his Concubines, called Kean; but one 
of che principal Perſons of the Court perſuaded the 
Gtandlets, and many Miniſters of State, to acknow- 
e for Tebuang vang the lawful Heir. 
orwithRtandirig this Kr. had a Party on his Side, 
which fort? d a Confpiracy in his Favout that was 
_— before it was diſcoverid, the Chief 
of the ( 4 pron Dig one of the Council, and 
a Perſon NMiiniſter, who had ta- 
1 fo much Pais to Place Tcbuaig vaigg on the 
TR, patina Him(to take no Notice that he was 
4thuairited with the Conspiracy, but to ſend for the 
chief Conſpirator, as if he wanted his Advice on 
ſome rtant Affair, and then to have him mur- 
Mr; wen was aceordingly put in rr by the 
Hands of a Soldier, who had taken upon him * 


form it. Keou finding that the Conſpiracy was dif- 


covered fled e of Zen; his 12 and the 
Death of the chit 8 Teeured' ff Poſfeſſion 


of, the Crown to the 
Bot che ferelted Princes eranch malrtaln dd their 
Tf, chrough tlie 


1 Bot Rich Credit: titnong thoſe Princes, that they 
1 im as if they had depended entirely upon 
„ and would undlertute no Affuir of Moment 


2 his — An 
— The Emperor dying in the chirtylficth Vear of the 
Cytle, urn tb hud ſuch an Influence: over the Mi- 


miſters' ant Grandes ef the Empire, thit he obtain'd 

the Conſent f dhe greuter Number of them in -fa- 

vour of Li vane, a — his Maſter, Te oy 
Cell 
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Crna, CHINESE TarTas 1, c. 
ſcended from a younger Brother of the Imperial Far 
mily called Tebeou, and he Was afcordingly fied 
Emperor. a | 7 | 2 


Li vang, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned H Tears, 


THE Crown, by natural Right, deſcended to que 
of the Nephews of the late Emperor, but be was ex 
cluded from it by the Election of Li v4ug, who. was 
ſupported by the King of T, his Rekation, This tr. 
butary Prince enlarg d his Power to the great Pr = 
dice of the Imperial Authority, and yfurp'd the Ti- f 
tle of Pa, that is to fay, the Chief of other Princes, © 
the greateſt Part of whom ackngwledg'd him in t 

Quality 3 but this Title laſted but ane hundr 


* | 
and then was aboliſh'd. Li vaxg died the ry 
e ee AE Hei vaug lucy 3 


Hoei vangy the Seventeenth Emperor, reigned 15 

8 twenty-five Tears. „Non 
THE. firſt fix Years of this Reign were peace- 

able, but this Tranquillity was ſoon diſturb'd by the 

Tartars who inhabit the North Part of the Province 


of Chan ſi, againſt whom the Emperor ſent an Ar- 


my commanded by the King af 27; This Army at- 
tacking them while they were beſieging Tai tong feu, 
gave them an entire Defeat, and fore d them back in- 
to their wn Countr 7. 5 3 
It is faid that the Kingdom of Japan began to he 
govern'd by Kings in the fiſty-eighth Year of the 
Cycle, and the ſixteenth of this Emperor's Reign. 
The Emperor died the fixth Year of the Cycle, Cycle 29. 
and he was ſucceeded by his eldeſt Son, called Siang Year ben 
Vang. 1} ed Is 3%; our 
Siang vang, the Eighteenth Emperor, reigned — 
thirty-three Tears. 
STANG VANG, Rpt very young, as” > 
Y 3 | 


* 


32 


ter was open' d, the Ceremony was perf 
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in his Father's Time, that the King of ys Ambi- 
tion was without Bounds, that his Authority increas'd 
daily, and that he aim'd at making himſelf Maſter 


of the Empire ; therefore as ſoon as this young Prince 


had aſcended the Throne, he reſolv'd to reſtrain his 
ambitious Deſigns; but as he could not effect it by 


force of Arms, he made uſe of the following Strata- 


gem, which prov'd ſucceſsful. | | 

The King of T/, through the Intrigues of his 
Prime Miniſter, had aſſembled all the Sovereigns that 
were ſubje& to the Imperial Crown: This Afem- 


| bly was a kind of Convocation of the States, which 


none but the Emperor had a Right to ſummon ; his 
Deſign was to engage theſe Princes to acknowledge 
him for their Sovereign. | 

When the Time came that the Aſſembly was to be 
held, the Emperor ſent a skilful Embaſſador thither, 
with Letters to the Aſſembly : The Order of the Ce- 
remony is, that when a Letter comes from the Em- 
peror, it ſhould be placed on a Table magnificently 
adorn'd, and that the fame Honours ſhould be 12 
to it as if the Emperor was preſent ; before the Let- 
orm'd by all 
the tributary Princes, except the King of Tf, who 
ſeem'd to be at a ſtand whether he ſhould do it or 


not; but at laſt, through the Advice of his Prime 


Miniſter, he perform'd it, and by that Act gave a 


Publick Acknowledgment of his Submiſſion to the 


mperor; and this was a great Step to confirm 
the other Princes in a due Subjection to the Em- 


Peror. 8 "= 
Siang vang was beginning to enjoy the Pleaſures 


of Peace, when new Troubles put an end to it; his 


Son, calPd Cho tai, left his Court the fifteenth Year 
of the Cycle, went to the King Tf, and put himſelf 
under his Protection, and in the mean time a tribu- 
tary Prince of the Province of Chen ſi openly re- 


volted, but the Emperor ſoon defeated him, with the 


help 


AW 
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MY help of an Army of 7. artars, for he had — 8 che 
* Daughter of their Chief, 
1 The Sing of 2 Th died on dive: 5 tar ba? 
delivered from all his Enemies he divorced 7 50 
Daughter of the Chief of the Tartars, whom he had 


ws marry*d for Political Reaſons, under pretence chat ſhe 
10 was a Stranger. 
7 The Chief of the 7 artars; being highly good 
at this Affront, reſolv'd to be reveng d; he he there- 


fore to Cho tai, and promis d to make him Em 
if he would join with him, which he did, and they 
both carry'd the War into the Metro 75 is of the, Em- 
pire, which the Emperor was obliged to quit, and fly 
for his Life: Cho tai cauſed himſelf to be proclaim- 
ed Emperor, while his Father wander'd about like a 
a kg imploring the Aſſiſtance of the tributary 

rinces 

He receiv'd from them the Succours he expetted, 
with which he form'd two Armies, one of them'be- 
ſieg d the Metropolis, enter'd it in Triumph, and 
puniſh'd with Death the rebellious Prince; the other 
Army deſeated the Tartar, and re-eſtabliſh'd 8 Stang | 
vang upon the Throne. | 

This Event happen'd the ſeveriteenth Year of the Cy- 
cle, when the Empire was reſtor d to its former Splen- 
dour, and the Emperor enjoy'd it peaceably to his 
Death, which happen'd the thirty-ninth Tear of the 
Cycle, and his Son King vang ſucceeded him. 


King vang, the Nineteenth ne reigned | 
fix Years.” 


T HE Empire began to flouriſh when ils Prince 
took Poſſeſſion of it; but his Reign was too ſhort for 
the Good of his People, who were always Ile dy d = 
his Mildneſs, Wiſdom, and Moderation. - 
the forty-fifth Year of the Cycle, and left his Cromn 


to his Son IE vang. 
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WW; vangy the Twentinh Emperar, reigned 


ir Mars. 


k als Re hi Fr. and 4. dach ap. 
Rep 516 44 the preceding. Quang v 

EEK 'gfeit and good Qualities 07 f 

and the new King of 7/ was 8. 15 a Ci. 

ch cauſe any Diſturbance, being hated of his 

= 120 beau of of his Ctuelties, and his Negligence 

1 The Emperor dy'd the fiſty- 

of the Year of the Oycle, uncl was der by his 

. Ning van. 0 | | 
Ping vang, m Twenty. firſt Enperor, rtigned 

il tuen one Fears. | 


">FH1S Prince kept rhe Ethpire in Peace, and took 

the Laws ſhould, be put in Execution, © 

On tlie fourteenth Day of the ninth Month, in the 
fifty-fourth Year of the Cycle, Lab tiun was born in 
the Province of Hou. quang ; he is the Founder of 
one of the two proeipa Sects which have infefted 
the Empire, and of which I ſhall ſpeak hereafter. 

His Opinion was, that the Soul died with the B5 
dy; that the Happineſs of Man conſiſted in Vol 
tuouſneſs; and chung all Happineſs to this Li, 
he pretended to have found out a Way tb. prolong 
beyond its natural Courſe, which Opin 1 8080 
theſe Sets to be called, The Seffs bf r 
They were received with Joy- by the Grandees, 
who flatter'd themſelves that by embracing them they 
ſhould prolong their Days. 

However, there is reaſon to believe that the Foun- 
der of this impious Sect confeſs'd a Supreme Being, 
which he called 740 for he fays, in one of his Trea- 

Nas no Name that. is ſuitable to 
him; that he created the Heaven and the Earth; 
that he is incorporeal; and that, tho* he is himſelf 


ele. he gives | Motion to all things : mou 
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has occaſionꝰd 1 to rr get op Doftrines kave 
been co e at the A 
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Pkg and his Son Ken vung ſucceeded him. 


. Kien vang, the Tawenty-ſecond Emperor, reigned. 
fourteen Tears. 
THIS Prince, by his Wiſdom and Prudence, 


preſery'd t the Grandeur and Glory of the Empire; and 
in his Reign two dangerous Opinions of the * Philoſs- 


wow A nn grief great Naiſe, and were 


Theſe two 1 Names Gele Zang and 3 
hat all Men ſhould be love 
alike, as well Strangers as thoſe that. were neareſt / . .. 
kin; the latter would have every Man to mind no 


Me; the former faid, 
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8 Emperor cy 7a the oo, Year of te Ori g. 


fore Chriſt, 
597. 


body but himſelf, nor be concert d about the Wel- 


fare of the reſt of Mankind, nor even of the Em- 
peror himſelf, 
Hiſtory does not mention the KingAdth of Ou till 
this Reign, it is now called The Province of Kiang 
nam 

The Empove. died the ey A Vear of tlie 
Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his Son called Ling vang. 


Ling vang, tbe T wwenty-third Emperor, Ame 
twenty-ſeven Hears. 


THE Chineſe Hiſtory relates, that this Prince | 
was born with Hair on his Head, and a Beard on his 
Chin; and he is chiefly prais d for his Wiſdom and 
Prudence in having preſerv'd his Authority, and the 


Prace of the Empire, when all the tributary Princes 
were at War againſt each other. 

The forty-ſeventh Year of this Cycle was remark- 
able for the Birth of Cages, whom the Chineſe re- 
ſpect as the greateſt Philoſopher of their Nation: He 
was born in the Province of Chan tong, the fourth 


. 


Ys 
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Day of the eleventh Month : His Father died. _ 

he was but three Years old, whoſe Name was Cho 

leang ho, and was Firſt Miniſter in the Principa- 

"wy of Th. . The Emperor died the fifty-third Year 
t 


3 75 he Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his Son * 
e King vang. 


King vang, the Twen ty-fourth Apes, * 
twenty-frve Nears. 


THI S Emperor is blam'd for his great  Negli 
of the Government of the ee which oc- 
caſion'd that the King of Ou ſent no Ambaſſadors to 
the Imperial Court, but to the Court of King lou, who 
was of the Family of Tcheoy. 4 
Seele 31. | Confucius marry'd, being nineteen Years of Age 
Year be. but ſhortly after he divorced his Wife, that he . 
_ attend his Studies with greater Ap lication, and in a 
537* few, Years he made ſuch a 5 in them, that he 
became the moſt learned Doctor of the Empire. 
Hie died the eighteenth Year of the Cycle, and was 
ſucceeded by his Son, called Men,uang ; This Prince 
reign'd but few Months, in which time he had a Son 
born, whoſe Birth gave Life to two notorious F actions 
in the Empire. 
The Grandees of the Court decler'd this new-born 
Child Emperor, ' and named Guardians to govern 
1 the Empire in his Minority, while ſome of the Go- 
k EY vernors of the Provinces proclaim'd the Brother of 
Meng vang Emperor: They ; proceeded to take up 
Arms, but this laſt Faction being the ſtrongeſt, too 
the Metropolis, and plac'd Ning vang on the Throne, 
and tho' his Name is the ſame as his Brother's, yet it 
is written in different Characters, and has a different 


Signiſication. 
- King vang, the 7 went y-fifth Emperor, RY 
forty-four Years. | 


CONFUCIUS had attain'd already ſuch great 
| | Repu- 
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Chiu, Sings Tra, We. 6 
R ion, that he was follow'd. by three thouſand 
Diſciples, of which ſeventy two were diftinguiſh'd by 
their Ewkenbig a; vnÞ in this lalk rages there were 
ten, who were ſo accompliſhed in all ſorts of Know 
ledge, that they were called by way of excellence Thy 
ten Philoſophers. 2 

The thirty-eighth Year of the C ycle NEE. was. 
preferred to be Prime Miniſter * the Kingdom of 
Lou, his Native Country: Through his wiſe Coun- 
ſels the Face of Affairs changed; Candour, Juſtice, 
Equity, and all other civil Virtues flouriſh'd during 
his Adminiſtration, which continued not very long, 
the King of Lon having given himſelf up to A ſorts 


of Voluptuouſneſs to pleaſe a Miſtreſs, which the Mi- 


niſter of the King of 7:fi, who had murder'd his Ma- 
ſter and uſurp'd the Crown, had ſene him for a Pre- 
ſent. 

- Confucius finding. that he cook not long * * 
Juſtice, Equity and good Order, and that ns King 
would no longer follow his good Advice and Coun- 


| fels, lay'd down his Place of Prime Miniſter, an re- 


tird out of the Ki ingdom. 1 
The War among the tributary Pulte till Wa i] 


nued; the King of Ou was deſtroy d by the King of 
Yue. The fifty — Year of the Cycle, the Family 
of T/ao, who had had twenty five Kings in the Space 
of fix hundred and thirty fix Years, was entirely ex- 
tinguiſh'd by the King of Song. Confucus ends A- 
bout this Time the Hiſtory of the Wars of the tri- 
butary Princes, which tiad laſted two hundred Years, 

Confucius died the fifty-ninth Year of the Cycle, 
in the ſeventy-third Year of his Age, an the forty» 
firſt of this Reign. 

The Chineſe pay the greateſt Veneration to.the Me- 
mory of this Philoſopher they look on him as the 
Maſter and Doctor of the Empire. His Works 
have ſuch a great Authority, that if any body offer'd 


to make the leaſt Alteration in them, he would be 
liable 
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Fable to Puniſhment. Whenever any Niſputes ariſe 

of Doetrine, and a 

of K Works, it qu mt neg decides the | 
His Deſcendants enjoy the greateſt 

whatever Revolutions have happew'd in the mpire, 


n 15 mae Gui 
, and 


_ theſe Privileges have alw ays ſubſiſted : His Progeny 


are in being ſtil 
In the fretieth Tan of the Cycle, the Kingdom 
and the Family of Tebin, who had had twenty four 


Princes in the Space of ſne hundred and forty-five 


Years, was entirely deſtroy'd by the King of Jiu. 
The Emperor died the fond Year of this Cycle, 


Year be- and left his Crown to his Son called Juen vang. 


fore Chriſt - 


477- 


ſent Ambaſſadors with Preſents to the Em 


fix hundred and fifty Years, under twenty petty Kings 


Yuen vang, the twenty-ſixth Emperor, reigned 
ſeven Tears. 


IF the Reign of this Emperor had been longer, 
the Power and Reputation of the Empire had been 
compleatly re-eſtabliſh'd through the Wiclom and 
Mildneſs of his Government; the ancient Laws of his 
Predeceſſors were beginning to revive, and moſt of 


the tributary Princes were return'd to his Obedience, 
ing the King of Lou, who refus'd to come to 


the Aſſembly of New 'Beaten which the Emperor had 


convened, polngiding that he was not a Vaſſal of the 
Empire: The Emperor caus'd him to be profcrib'd 
as a Rebel, which is the firſt Inſtance of kB kind, 

The Prime Miniſter of that Prince being diſcon- 
rented came to the Emperor, who gave him the com- 
mand of an Army, with which he fought ſeveral 
Battles, conquer'd "lboſt the whole Province, and 


peror, and 
deſir'd of him the Inveſtiture of that Province, which 


was granted him on condition to render the ordinary 


Homage and Tributes. 
The Kingdom of Ou, which had ſubſiſted during 


was aboliſhed at that Time y che King of a, 
Wer 
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the Hiſt Emperor of the Dynaſty 


m Ay Cams EASTER Y, Ve. 
Yuen vang died the ninth Year of the Cyde, and 


was ſucceeded by his Son Teh; ing Ying wang. - 


Tching ting vang, the Twenty-ſ#venth ui 
reigned twenty-eipht- Year's. 


WII ne de this Prince aſcended the Throne, he 
found the 
dour, and maintain'd the Dignity of it by his Pru- 


dence, 
After the Deach of the Empreſs he liv'd in Celiba- 


cy, an Example of Continency which was no les 
admired, chan abe Rarity of it; from whence he was 


ſurnamed the Chaſte. 


The Emperor died the thirty-ſeventh Year-of the 
Cycle, leaving three Sons who were old enough to 

reign *: The eldeſt called Ngan ſucceeded him, but 
he reign'd only three Months, and was murdered by 


his Brother Sou, who reigned only five Months, 


was murder'd by his younger Brother Kao wang, Wbo 


aſcended the Throne without Oppoſition. 


Kao Vang, the Twenty-eighth Emperor, e 
77 Tears. 


ALT/HO »this Prince had afarp'd the Crown 


without Oppoſition, ' yet the 8 Action, by 
which he had made his way to it, diſgrac'd him 
throughout the Empire, and was a Pretence for maſt 
of the tributary Princes to refuſe to pay him the 
uſual Homage, or to acknowledge him for their So- 

re- 


vereign. 
rx poten in 


He had a Brother —— Houan % 
moved from Court, by giving him 
the Province of Ho nan. — of —̃ 


Nuo wang died the fifty- ſecond Lear of 3 
and! was ſucceeded by his Son Gus lie wang. 


* 


pire almoſt reſtor'd to its ancient e 
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Guei lie vang, the T wenty-ninth Emperor, | 


reiged twen!y-four Years. - 


— ABOUT this time the cruel Wars bee 1 


Princes began again, and laſted near 300 
Years: The Hiſtorians call theſe Tho Tchen Kone, 
or the warlike Ages. 

Each Prince aimed at the Em pire, 420 endeavour'd 
to deſtroy his Rival: The Emperors had ſcarcely 
any thing left them except their Dignity, and they 
foon loſt both their Authority and their Provinces, 
The Kingdom of Jin had been divided among four 
Princes, one of whom overcame the reſt, and got 
the Kingdom into his own Hands. His Son Tchi 


Jang, who ſucceeded him, was a proud, ambitious 


Prince, he quarrePd with the Kings of Han, of Guet, 
and with the King of Tchao, in order to deprive them 
of their Dominions, which obliged theſe three Kings 
to unite their Forces for their Preſervation againſt 
him, whereby his Army was defeated, and himſelf 
ſlain, and the King of 7chao took his Kingdom, and 
entirely deſtroy*d his Family. _ ; 
There was another War between the King of Loy 


and the King of /, the former gave the Command 


of his Army to a great General called Ouki, who de- 
feated the King of 7/7, and obliged him to make 
Peace with his Maſter. 

The Emperor died the ſixteenth Year of the Cycle, 


and his Son Man vang ſucceeded him. 
Ngan vang, the Thirtieth Emperor, reigned 26 Year. 


HISTORY relates nothing remarkable of this 


Emperor, excepting the Number of . Years that he 


reigned, and gives only a1 Account of the Wars be- 
tween the tributary Princes, which for brevity ſake I 


ſhall paſs over. 


The Emperor died the forty-ſecond Year of the 
Lie 


Cycle, —_ was ſucceeded by his Son Lie vang. 
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Lie vang, the Thirey-finſ Emperir, reigned 7 Tears,” i 
THE Empire decay'd daily, and the Im 
Family was on the Brink of ruin. All the A 


Princes maintain'd themſelves in independance; and 


when this Prince aſcended the Throne, there Was 
none but the King of Ji who paid him Homage. 
The ſame Tear that he came to the Crown, the 


Kingdom of 7 ching,which had been govern'd by twen- 


ty three Princes, in the ſpace of four hundred and 
thirty two Years, was deſtroy'd by the King of Han. 


The forty-ſecond Year of this Cycle was remark- x; 


able for the Birth of the Philoſopher Meng tſee, com- 


monly known by the Name of Mencius, who is e- 
lem d the wiſeſt of the Chineſe after Confucius. = 
Lie vang died without Iſſue in the forty ninth Year 
of the Cycle ; his younger Brother Hien vang ſucs | 
ceded him. ; 


_Hien vang, the Thirty-ſecand Emperor, reigned 
forty- eight Tears. 


THIS Prince had ſcarcely any thing elſe buy the | 
empty Title of Emperor : The tributary Princes not 
only refus'd to acknowledge him for their Sovereign, 
but alſo threaten'd to declare War againſt him if he - == 
oppos'd their Deſigns, or blam'd their Conduſcc. 

They being prepoſſeſſed with an Opinion, chat os 2 
Crown belonged to the Poſſeſſor of the nine Vaſes of 

per, which the great 7%, Founder of the firſt 
Dynaſty, had cauſed to be made, every one of the 
tributary Princes ſtrove to get the Poſſeſſion of them, 
in order to uſurp the Imperial Authority. Hien vang, 
to defeat their Deſigns, was oblig d to throw them 
into a deep Lake, from which it was Wr to 
get them out. 

Mencius was now thirty-ſix Years old, and was in 


the higheſt Reputation, and had ſeventeen Diſciples 
that follow'd him; he travell'd wu different 0 
- qo. ©. 


726 te . -=pyooy 1 . 3 


doms and Countries, eſpecially thoſe of Guei and of 
Th, inſtructing Princes how w govern their gcbhebs, 
and the Subjects in their Duty towards their Princes ; 
and alſo in the Virtues that they pught 10 practiſe in 


their private Capacities * 
r thi 
Chin tfin vang, _ Thirty-third Beru St 


rrigned fix Tears. 
IF this Prince had had Strength and -Cour 
nough to have taken Advantage of. the Divi ot 28 


which were among the tributary Princes, doubtleſs he C, 
would have reſtor'd the Empire to its former Gran- 1 
deur and Glory; but his Cowardiſe and Sloth, in 

which he exceeded his Predeceſſor, did not contribute an 
a little to the Abaſement of his Dignity, and to the un 
Annihilation of his Authority, while the King of pi 


Vin increaſed both his Authority and Dignity, and W 
had the Imperial Authority tho* not the Dignity, MW hi 
keeping the other Princes in Subjection to him. th 
Thbeſe five Kings, viz. the King of Tou, Tabao, W 
Han, Guei, and Yen, joyn'd their Forces tagethe ce 
in order to oppoſe his formidable Power; but the M © 
King of Jin defeated their Army, and might have th 
depri them of their Kingdoms, if an Object of 7 
greater Intereſt had not called | him elſewhere. K 
Two Princes of the Weſtern Part of the Province 
of $2.1chuen,who were independant of the Empire, were co 
at War againſt one another, and each of them de- fei 
manded Aids from the King of Vin; accordingly he W. 
went with his Army and joyn'd one of them, and ro 
defeated-the other, and obligd the Prince likewiſe, he 
whom he had fuccour'd, to pay him a yearly Tribute; D 
the King of Guei was forc'd to pay him Tribute, 
and the ſame Reſpect as if he had been the Emperor. to 
The Emperor, who had been an idle SpeRator of all I th 
the Victories of King Tin, died the forty-third Year W ar 
of the Cycle, and was — by his Son Mean vag · © 


Ngan 
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3+ Nen vang, the Thirty-fourth Emperor, mad 
Fifty-mne Tears. 15 


ALTHO this Prince's Reign was long, y E 
was not ſucceſsful, for when he came to the T os 
the Imperial Authority was almoſt annihilated; and 
tho' he neither wanted Skill nor Prudence, yet. the 
State was too weak to undertake any thing agaiuk 
ſuch a powerful Prince as the King of Tin. 

Mencius died the ninth, Tear of this Cycle, in the od 355 
eighty- fourth Year of his Age, and is. Lak d upon * Year be- 
as the greateſt Philoſopher of the Empire, except fore Chriſt 
Confucius: His Works are held in great Veneration, 97 
and his Deſcendants en joy great Privileges. | 71 | 

The King of Tj follow'd his ambitious Deſigns, 1 
and infenſibly clear'd the way to the Empire. by 
underhand fomenting Diſcord among the tribut 
Princes, that they might mutually deftroy each other: 

When they were at Variance and ask'd Succours from 

him, he would furniſh Troops to one that he might 

thereby deſtroy the other. Thus the Kingdom of Song, 

which | had ſubſiſted 38x Years, under thirty two Prin- 

ces, was deſtroy d by the Kings of Tj and Tjok ; and 

the Principality of Lou, which had been govern'd by 

thirty- four Sovereigns, was deſtroy'd by the King of 

Tou, and he himſelf invaded the Territories of the "42 

; King of Guei, whom he made 5 to him. 
nc After all this Tchao fang, King of Jin, no longer. 9 

Nee conceal'd his Deſign upon the Imperial Crown, but of- 

de- fered to the Sovereign Lord of Heaven a Sacrifice, 

y be with the ſame Ceremonies which none but the * 

and rors were allowed to perform, by which publick Act 

he openly declar'd his TINO to that Sovergngh, 
ute; Dignity. 

ute, At that time there was no Prince powerful en | i 
eror. to diſpute with him the Imperial Dignity, excepft 
f all the King of Tj, but Tchas Siang entirely defeated him, — 
Lear and immediately he ſent Part of his Army to de- 
ang. Vor. I. Z throne 
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and loſe the Imperial Crown to his Son called T*huany 
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"throne the Em 
it Was 


, whoſe Army was ſo ſmall that 
drately defeated, and this unfortunate 


Prince was forc'd to implore the Clemency of the 


Conqueror, and to acknowledge him for his Sove- 
gn, yielding to him the Towns that re- 
ined in his Hands. This Submiſſion ſaved him his 

which he ended in the Province of Chen f the 


r's Misfortune was ra 
King of Han, haſten'd to pay Homage to the King of 
Vin: But the Provinces which had not acknowledged 
him for their Emperor, elected Tcheou kinn, one of 
the Grandſons of the Brothers of Kao * 


96—— 
Tcheou kiun, the Mirty- fifth Emperor, reign'd 


ſeven Tears. 


THE forty-third Year of the Cycle, Teheou kink 
woke the Title of „and gathered Forces on 
all ſides to make head againſt the Ulurpers, de- 
ding Aids from the Kings of Ji, Dou, and 
* 4 theſe Princes fearing Tchao ſiang refus d to 
kinn finding himſelf forſaken, and out of 
of maintaining himſelf on the Throne, abdi- 
the Crown and lived a. private Life, Thu 
the Dynaſty of Tcheou. 

60 lam did” net long enjoy the Authority which 
uſurp'd, but died before the Abdication of the 
his Son Hiao ven vang died the ſame Year, 


ah vang, who was the Founder of the fourth Dy- 
J. | 
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The Fourth Dynaſty, called Tln, which ha 4 four 
ak vors in n ee Teac. | 


three nan 


Tur beginning of this Prince's Reign is Ne) 
able by the s Mas he made into the Terri- 
tories of To King of Guei: At firſt he won 98 : 
Battles, which alarm'd the other Princes, who, ſear- 
ing that after he had got the Empire he would de- 
them, and ſeize their Dominions, five of 
theſe Princes, viz, the King of Han, Tjou, Nen, 
Tchao, and Th, joyned the King of Guei; their 
Army conſil 1 of 200,000 Men, who defeated the 
Emperor's Army, and oblig d him to retreat. During 
theſe Tranſactions the Em peror died, and left the Crown 
to his adopted Son called Chi boang ti, who. took 
Poſſeſſion of i the fifty-ſecond Your of the Cycle. 
The Chineſe Hiſtory ſays that he was born in the 
tyelſth Month after his Conception. 


Chi hoang ti, the Second Emperor, reigned 37 Lars. 


IF the Confederacy which the ſix Kings, that 1 
* already mention d, had continu'd, no pA but 
that they would have been able to oppoſe the Forces of 
Chi ha ti; but their Pride and Ambition ſoon ruin'd 
that Alliance which they had made for their common 
Safety, for they enter d into a War againſt each other, 
and ſo weaken'd themſelves, that they ſoon became a 
Prey to Chi hoang ti, who ſubdu d 1 one after 
another, cutting the Throat of each of thoſe Princes 
when he had conquer'd them, and putting to Death 
all the Males of their F 1 excepting the King 
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of Th, whom he reſerv'd for a more cruel and inhu- 
man Puniſhment; for he ſhut him up in a Grove planted. 
with Pine-Trees, ſending him as much Victuals as 
1 8 ſubſiſt him. This unfortunate Prince 
being oppreſs'd by Fortune, refus'd to eat any of 
the Brovifons ons which they brought him, and ſtarv'd 
himſelf to Death. 

He ſent a Colony of 300 young Men, and as ma- 
ny young Women, into the Japan Iſlands, under the 
Conduct of a Sea-Captain, who made himſelf Sove- 
reign of thoſe Iſlands; and the People of Japan to this 
_ Day boaſt that they are of a Chineſe Extraction. 

Cycle 36. Ch boang ti having viſited his Empire, and find. 
þ Year be- ing that the Northern Provinces, eſpecially thoſe of 
bdore Chriſt Pe 7che li, of Chan ſi, and of Chenſi, were expoſed 
237. to the Incurſions of the Tartars, he ſent an Army x 
gainſt them, and drove them a great way into Tar- 
tary beyond the Frontiers of the Empire: He like. 
wiſe immediately began to put in Execution the 
Scheme he had form'd to build a Wall, which reached 
from the Sea to the Extremities of che Province of 
Chenj,. 

In the forty-ſecond Year of the Cycle, be cauſe 
Ships loaded with Iron to be ſunk into 'the Sea to 
ſecure the Foundation; one third Part of the Men in 
the Empire, who were able to work, were imploy'd 
at it: The Stones were joyn'd with a Mortar that 
was ſo hard that no Nail could be drove into it, 
and there were large Arches built for the Paſſages of 

Rivers, as alſa Forts built at proper Diſtances for 
Garriſons, and Gates to go into Tartary ; it was ſo 
thick that ſeven or eight Horſemen cguld ride a. 
breaſt on it. This Wall is almoſt all ſtanding to this 
Day, and which is moſt ſurpriſing, it was built! in five 
Tears time. 

This ſtupendous Work was enough to immorts- 
lize this Prince; but it was not enough to fatisfy his 
Ambition, for he was not pleaſed with the Compa- 

riſons 


CHINA, CHINESE-TARTARY, Wc. 34 
1 riſons which were made between him and his Prede- : 
| ceſſors; he pretended that he had eclipſed all their 
* Þ Glory, and reſolved that Poſterity ſhould be ignorant 
ce | : 5 . . 
of I of all their Actions excepting his own. © | | 
by In order to compaſs his Deſign he publiſh'd a : 
Decree, commanding all his Subjects on pain of Death - - _ 
to burn the Books called King, and all the Works 
of Confucius, wherein the Lives and Actions of the 
beſt Emperors were recorded; excepting from the 
Flames only thoſe that treated of Architecture and 
Phyſick, accounting all Arts and Sciences, and all 
Learning to be of no Uſe, but rather an Encourage- | 
ment to Idleneſs, and of dangerous Conſequence to 8 
the State; whilſt Agriculture, as he pretended, which 
was the Source of Happineſs to the People, was ne- 
glected. 1 99 5 
This Decree was executed by the Governors with 
the utmoſt Severity, and when Men of Learning were 
found with ſome of theſe valuable Books, they were 
immediately puniſh'd with Death: However ſome 
Copies of them were ſaved, as I have already men- 
tion*d in another Place. This Decree of the Empe- 
ror, and the Severity with which it was put in Exe- 
cution, has made his Memory odious to Poſterity to 
this Day, and the Loſs of theſe ancient Monuments 
is much bewaild by the Chineſe. | 
The Emperor, after having been at War twenty: 
hve Years, now enjoy*'d an univerſal Peace: He 
made ſeveral new Laws, and abrogated others; but 
as he was not uſed to be at Reſt, he reſolved to 
make a ſecond Progreſs through the Eaſtern Pro- 
vinces of the Empire, and took his ſecond Son with 
him. The Emperor fell dangerouſly ill, and died in 
the thirty-ſeventh Year of the Cycle. 


5 


„Finding himſelf drawing near to his End, he writ 4 
0 his Letter to his eldeſt Son, declaring him Emperor, and 
y gelivered it, together with the Seals of the Empire, to 


his ſecond Son, with a Charge to deliver them ſafely in- 
riſons 1 "> | | - 
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to the Hands of the eldeſt Son; but the Emperor was no 
ſooner dead, than the young Prince reſolved to place 
the Crown on his own, Head: The only way to ſuc. 
ceed in this Affair was to Li fe, the Prime 
Miniſter of Chi hoang ti, in his Party, who was a Man 
of great Authority in the Empire: When the firſt 
Propoſal was made to this Miniſter he rejected it, but 
new Sollicitations being made to him, his own Inte. 
reſt, and the Merit of the young Prince, at laſt pre- 
vailed with him; and through his Means the yo 
Prince obtained almoſt all the Suffrages : The eldeſt 
Son of the Emperor baving got together ſome Forces 
in order to maintain his Right, found that moſt of the 
Provinces had already acknowledged his younger Bro- 
ther Emperor, and he was obliged to yield it up; 
but the Steps that he had taken were look'd upon ag 
Crimes of High Treaſon, and he was ordered to kill 
Eul chi, the Third Emperor, reigned three Years, m 


THIS Prince, who was both a Ufurper and a 
Murderer of his Brother, during the ſhort Time. that 15 
he reigned, ſhewed how unworthy he was of the 
Crown: He choſe for his Colao, or Prime. Miniſter, 
the greateſt Enemy of the Family of Jun, who at- * 
fected outwardly a great Zeal for his Perſon, though Jec 
ſecretly he was endeavouring to extirpate all the 
Princes of this Race, | _ 

This Prince had told him ſeveral times, that Life * 
being ſhort he would paſs it in the moſt voluptuous 
manner that he could, and would gratify all the Plea- ry 
ſures of his Senſes without Reſtraint, 33 I led 

The Colao adviſed him to remove out of their Places 
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FAS 


all the Miniſters and Governors which his Father had f 
placed, they being the only Obſtacle that might . 
give him Trouble; the Emperor followed this per- = 


nicious Advice, and filled up all their Places by Per- 
ſons who were entirely devoted to the Colao, RA 
2 ; | | "his 
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This * ow 
murings; ple were 1 ed with Faxe: 


to ſup 1 2 Emperoos Expences in building Pa- 
laces, arks, and fine Gardens. 


One of the Generals of his Army, who had been 


ſent into the Eaſtern Provinces to quell ſome Troubles, 
was the firſt that revolted, and engaged the Troops 
to proclaim for E 
ther, to whom the Right, of the Crown belonged. 
At this Juncture 

venturer, called Lizoy paug, who 

Soldier, and who now! a Troop of Vaga 
He was endued with great Qualities, being — 


ous, mild, and moderate, altho' ſevere to his Compa- 


nions when military Diſcipline requir'd it; he way 
alſo naturally eloquent: He was told by an expert 
Phyſiognomilt that he ſhould be Emperor, and he aut 
of Gratitude married the Phyſiognomiſt's Daughter. 
The General, who had revolted from the Em 
march'd with his Army into the Kingdom of Jou, i in 
order to conquer it for himſelf, and attack'd a Place 
in that Kingdom; the Governor of it fit 
himſelf diſtreſs'd, ſent to Licou pang for help, who 


immediately march'd with all his Forces to his Aſſiſ- 


tance, and "bliged the Enemy to retreat. 


But the Governor of the Place, inſtead of acknow- | 


ledging the Service, ſhut the Gates againſt his Deli- 


verer. 


Lieou pang being informed by a Letter, which was 


thrown into his Camp faſten'd to a Dart, chat there 


was a Sedition in the Town, which the Ingratitude of 
the Governor had cauſed, he immediately fea- 


led the Walls of the Town, and took it; the Gor 
vernor was ſlain in the firſt Attack, andthe Inhabitants 
of the Place declar*d themſelves for the Conqueror, 


who now was General of a great Army, and Maſter of 
& 4 : In 


very rich Phander, 


mperor the Son of the eldeſt Bro- 
Time there d el fem pris 
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In the mean time, the the Emperor's Throne 
ſeem'd to ſhake under him, yet he could not re- 
cover himſelf out of that Lethargy, in which the 
Love of voluptuous. Pleaſures had thrown him, 
The unfaithful Colao, inſtead of endeavouring to dif. 


ſuade him from ſuch a vitious Courſe of Life, rather 


encourag'd him in it, and- falſely accuſed of Crimes 
the Miniſters and Governors who were beſt affected 
to the reigning F amily, and had them immediately 

ut to Death. The Covetouſneſs and Cruelty of this 
Prince made him odious to his People; and in the 
ſecond Year of his Reign ſeveral Provinces of the Em- 
pire revolted, and elefted Sovereigns to govern them ; 
among them were theſe five Deen, Th, Yen, 
'Tchao, Guei, and Tjou. 

The King of Tu took into his Service the brave 
Linu pang, and having reſolved to go and attack the 


Emperor in the Metro —_ he choſe two other Ge- 


nerals, and gave to each of them an Army to com- 
mand, and promiſed to beſtow the Kingdom of Jin 


on any of the three that would take the Metropolis, 


and drive the Emperor out of it. 


The Emperor ſent numerous Forces againſt the 


King of Jou; at firſt his Army defeated one of theſe 


three Generals, but was at laſt beaten by that which 


Hiang hiu, the General of Thou, commanded. 


The Imperial Army ſent Deputies to Court to as; 
mand Succours, but the Deputies being obliged to re- 


turn without having had an Audience of the Colao, 


Joined themſelves, with their General, to Hiang biu, 


and increasd his Forces. 


The Colao having heard of the Deſertion of the 


Imperial Army, and fearing that his T reachery ſhould 
be found out, he brought an Aſſaſſin into the Palace, 
who murder'd the Emperor in the twenty-fourth Year 
of his Age, and the third Year of his Reign. Thus 


8 miſerably a Prince, who had cruelly 9 f 
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his Hands in the Blood of his Brother » _ his 


i 


In the mean while the Colas.” wh had ſur TR elf 
up in his Palace, pretending to be ſick, came out in 
haſte, as if he wanted to diſcover the Authors and Ace- 
inp ices of the Regicide, and to give leſs room for 
Suſpicion, and to make an outward Shew of his Fi- 
delity, he cauſed Ing vang, who was Grand N ephew 
to the Emperor, to aſcend the Throne. 


Ing vang, tbe Fourth Emperor, reigned. farty-fue Days. © 


' THIS Prince had been but three Days Poſſeſſor 
of the Crown, when he diſcovered that it was the. 
treacherous Colao who had murdered the late Emperor; 5 
but it was not ky the ** of the Emperor to pu- 
niſn him open retended to be ſick, and 
commanded 25 Bon - b him, when he came alone 
to ſpeak with him in private, which was put in Exe-, 
cution : Thus was the Empire rid of this Monſter. 

However Lieou pang was drawing near to the Me- 
tropolis, which when the Emperor heard he drew 
out all the Garriſons to ſtrengthen his Army:  Lizou | 
pang made uſe of a Stratagem to overcome him; he 
The: abundance of his Soldiers to the Im al Army 
pretending themſelves to be Deſerters: Theſe Soldiers 
craftily inſinuated to the Soldiers of the Imperial Ar- 
my, that it was their Intereſt to follow Licon pang, who 
being informed that a Sedition was ready to break out wy 


in the Imperial Army, came upon it ſuddenly and 


entirely defeated it. 
The Emperor finding himſelf forſaken by his _ 


ccd. and fearing Death more than the Loſs of his 


Crown, threw Frnſelf at the Conqueror's Feet, and 
delivered him the Seals and _ — of the 2 1 
perial Dignity, Licon pang entered the City in Tri- 
umph, Wich he gave leave to his Soldiers to plunder, 


forbidding them to uſe any of the Inhabitants ill? 


He preſerved the Palace, in which he found immenſe * 
Riches, The 


ths I 
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The Fifth Drly, called 


which bad 


froe Emperors in the Space of 446 


twenty 
Tears. 


Cao tou, the Fir ken whoſe Name was before 
Lieou pang, reigned twelve Years, | 


TIEQU PANG was the Founder and firſt Em- 


peror of this Dynaſty, under the Name of Cas 


bean ue fot at firſt he anly aſſumed the Title of Kug ef Tha, 


he had taken the Metropolis of the Empire 
in the Name of 1 who had pro d 
. him that Kingdom 

Au, the other General, whom ! have already 
ee 
„cauld not ſuppreſs his Indignation at Leu 
s having, through his Prudence pes pl got 
en binde rang to which he d; and as 
r „and at the of a nu- 
merous and well diſ plan Army, Lieau pang was 
frac in ape, At der baden its coming to an 

t laſt 


| an Interview, at which 
8 2 e recanciPd them to each other, 
and may —— the Metropolis together. 


Hianę yu, not pleaſed with the Clemency and Mild- 
neſs of Lieou pang, ſet the City and the Imperial Pa- 


lace on fire, had the Tombs of the Princes of Tn 


ſearched, and their Bones thrown into unknown * 
and with his own Hands murder'd the reigning Prince, 
whom. Lieoy pang had uſed with great Reſpect ſince 


A great number of the late Emperor's Soldiers, who 
were cage of Þ his Troops, having murmured on ac- 
many cruel n, be Ron 


2515 
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CHINA, Canrnzsr- Tarr any, Oc. 
cauſed their Arms to be taken from them, had them 


ſurrounded by bis Army, and cut to pieces. 

As he had made himfelf abfolue Maſter of the 
State of Han, and placed Garrifons in the Towns, he 
aſpir'd to the Empire, and reſolved to murder his 
Maſter, for having preferr'd Lic pang before him, 
in giving him the Principality of Tin; beſides he 


he could not focure the Empire te himſelf 


whilſt he was living. 
In order to put his Scheme in execution, he ſet 


forward to the City of Kizou kiang in the Pro- 
es of any © whoer the: Kida' of T/au was, This 


Prince to honour his General came himſelf to meet 
him, and was immediately aſſfaſſinated by him: Litou 


pang, being griev'd at the Misfortune of this Prince, 


who wag his Benefactor, order d the moſt magnificent 
Obſequies poſũble for him: This gain'd him the'AF- 
tection of the People, who join d with him to revenge 
the Death of their Sovereign. From that time tlie 
two Generals were at War with one another for the 
Imperial Crown, and fought ſeventeen Battles with 
various Succeſs ; at laſt Lieou pang entirely defeated his 


Antagoniſt's Army, who flew himſelf to prevent his 5 


ling into the Enemy's Hands. 
This War being ended he aſſembled the General 
Eſtates of the Empire, who declared him Emperor 


by the Name of Ceo tou, and he was acknowledg'd 
ſuch by all the tributary Princes of the-Empire, He 


kept his Court at firſt in the Province of Chen fi, 


but afterwards remov'd it into the Province of Ho | 
2 where it continued 196 Years under twelve ; 


Perors, 

Caso than ue“ _ named his. Son Hoei fi fp 
his Succeſſor, a him Miniſters in whom 
8 E the forty- third Vear of 


gyricks on him. 


the Cycle; he Ching Hitory » of high Fan- 


— 
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Hoei ti, - the Second Emperor, reigned ſeven Years. 


, 5 * * 7 i * , 2 * ry * 
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THE Empire expected great things from this 
Prince, he being endu'd with many good Qualities, 
ſach as Courage, Meekneſs, and Moderation; but 
theſe were overpoigd by greater Vices, for his immo- 


derate Love for Women ruin'd his Health, and his 


Complaiſance for his Mother induc'd him to intruſt 
her with the Care of the Empire. | 
This Princeſs aſſum'd the whole Imperial Autho- 
rity to herſelf, and was generally hated for her Cruel- 
ty and other Vices ; ſhe remov'd the Miniſters and 
Governors as ſhe pleas'd, and diſpos'd of their Places 
to her Favourites and Relations, poiſoning all thoſe 
that dared in the leaſt to oppoſe her. 

The King of T/f, who was the Emperor's eldeſt 
Brother, coming to viſit him when he was ſick, had 
been likewiſe poiſon*d by her, if the Emperor him- 
ſelf had not taken the fatal Cup out of his Hand, 

- Hoei ti died the fiftieth Year of the Cycle, being 


oppreſsd with Infirmities which his looſe Life had 


brought upon' him. 
Liu beou, his Mother, fearing that one of the Em- 
peror's Brothers ſhould ſucceed him, pretended to have 
a Child, which ſhe bought from a Countrywoman, 
and named herſelf his Guardian, but fearing the Cheat 
ſhould be diſcover'd if the Mother of the Child liv'd, 
ſhe cauſed her to be ſtrangled, 


| i Liu heou, the Uſurper, reigned tight Years. 
THIS Princeſs was not fatisfy'd to have rais'd 


her Family, which was of a very mean Extraction, 


to the higheſt Dignities of the Empire, but ſhe want- 
ed alſo to have the tributary Crowns at her Diſpoſal, 
and put to Death one of her Miniſters who had the 
Courage to tell her that thoſe Dominions belonged 


only to the Princes of the Family of Han, and that 


her Husband had ſworn all the Goyernors to main- 
1 . 
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tain that Right by Force of Arms, if Neceſſity! re- 


quir'd it; however, ſhe thought herſelf powerful 
enough to fear nothing, and diſpos d of Part of thoſe 


Dominions to her own Relations, upon condition of 
their 1 her Homage. 240154 n 
ter this ſhe murder'd the young Child to which 
ſhe: was Guardian, and diſcover'd the Secret of the 
Artifice which her Ambition had prompted her to. 
Her Relations alſo, abuſing the Power they were 
rais'd to, behav'd themſelves with ſo much 
and Pride, that the Nobles combin'd together toi re- 
duce chem to their former Condition, when this wWick⸗ 
ed Princeſs was taken away by a ſudden Death, in the 
fiſty- eighth Year of the Cycle : Her Memory was ſo 
odious that no Body would take tho Part of her Fas 
mily, ſo that all her Relations were maſſacred through 
out the Empire. 
The Nobles choſe the Sovereign of a ſmall State 
to be Emperor, who was the ſecond Son of Cas teu, 


349 


and aſcended the Throne without n — 


the Name of Vun m. 19 aca. - 


ven ti, the Third Emperor, = twenty-three Tears. , 


UND E R the Reign of this Prince the Empire Cycle 37- 
recover d its ancient Splendor, and his Virtues gain'd \ Year be- 


him the Love of the Nobles as well as the People: for 
To eaſe his Subjects he remitted them the Duties on 
Salt, as alſo half of all the other: Duties which were 
then paid. A 
He reviv'd Agriculture which. ld 'been-ricgloed 
during all the preceding Wars, to the great Derri- 
ment of the Country, planted Mulberry- Trees in his 
Palace, and bred up Silk - Worms; he encoutag d and 
protected Learning, and gave leave for the Bogks 


which had been ſaved from the Fire to be; produced 


and read: Before that time every thing Was wrote on 
Leaves, or Barks of Trees, with an Iron Penetli; 


the * of making was alſo firſt diſcoverd 


in 


ore Chriſt, 
177. 


* 
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| quorof great Price, 
would make him immortal ; the Prince was fo weak 


> and Ink which diſſolves in Water. 

The Tartars made ſeveral Inroads into the Empire, 
8 d with Loſs, and drove beyond the 
the Empire. The Provinces of Quang 
= * Sexe f voluntarily ſubmitted to his Laws, 


paid him Tributes, | 
A certain Impo this Prince with a Li- 
him that if he drank it, it 


as to believe him, which is the only Foibie he is ac 


He died in th ſixth Year of his and the 
erer irt Year of th Gt 2 by 
his Son King ti. 


King ti, tbe Fourth Emperor, reigned ſevenreen Nears, 


THIS Prince was remarkable for his Mildneſ 
and Clemency ; he mollify'd the Rigout of the Pu- 
niſhments whi 


cuſed of. 


of the Tutors, who had the 
Care of the Education of the young Princes, occa+ 
great Diſorders in this Reign: It was uſual 
the Children of the tributary Pricices to be edu- 
with thoſe of the Emperor; the eldeſt Son of 
1 having e. a particular Friendſhip for 
CO made a Feaſt be hin in Wisch be tar: 


the Debauch to ſuch an Exceſs, that the young 
d with his Favourite, ſlew 


Death of his Son, ſwore to revenge it, 
— 5 in his Quarrel fix other tributary Princes, 
CONS /O him: The Emperor fent an 
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in his Reign, ry mr gre Mills made bn 
2 ewiſe little Pencils made of 


were then inflicted on Criminals, but 
re- eſtabliſh d the Taxes which his Father had reduced | 


Spot; the Father of the dead Prince, hear- 
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„and the ſix Confederate Princes were ei- 


er filled 
ther killed by the Emperor's Soldiers, or put an end 
to their own Lives, to prevent being made Caps 


Emperor died the thirty- ſeventh Year of the 


The 


Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his Son You ti. 


Vou ti, the Fifth Emperor, reigned fifty-four Tears, 5 
THE Prudence, Moderation, and Valour of this 
cation to 


7 his Appli 


— ences the that 
ever reign'd in China. As bon as he had d 
Ruben 1 — all the 
mpire to his Court, to — 
them in Affairs of State; and as he was naturally is 
clin'd to War, he thought they would have gratify d his 
Inclination by adviſing him to attempt ſome Co 
or other, but he was mightily ſurpriz d to find theſe 
Wiſemen ing him to maintain Peace both it 


gers and Inconveniencies Which general 
This made him give over the T 
apply himſelf to the we — g of his 
order to which he made ſeveral Laws; among 
which he ordain'd, that whenever — die 
his Eſtate ſhould be y divided amongft 
ful Children; but, if he 7d without lawful n 
it ſhould fall to che Crown. S 


ä —— he 


learned Men, whom he had called to his Court, to 
in order thoſe ancient and precious Books which 


eſcaped the Deſtruction, and that they might 


be taught publickly 3 alſo the Morals of Cane 


and Mencius. 


Theſe Books were Manuſcripts, Printing not be: 4 
ing yet invented, HEE enn 


This 


Chriſtian Era. 


publick Affairs, his Love 
and particular Regard to learned Men, 


home and abroad, and repreſenting to him the Dan- 
ly attend War: 
of it, and 
in 


* we * 7 ; * * * * * * 
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render him immortal; one Day one of theſe Chyr 
miſts brought him a Cup full of this immortal 
Liquor, and deſired him to drink it for an E 
ment; one of .his, Miniſters, who was adviſing him 
not to hearken to ſuch Cheats, took the Cup and 
drank it himſelf; the Emperor being very angry that his 
Miniſter had deprived him” of Immortality, refolved 
to puniſh him with Death for it; to which the Mi- 
niſter reply'd with a Smile, F this Drint, Sir, bath 
made me immortal, how can you put me to Death ? Bui 
i you can put me to Death, how. doth this frivolous 
Theft deſerve it? This Anſwer foften'd the Emperor, 
who'praiſed'the Wiſdom of his Miniſter, but was not 
thoroughly cured of that Weakneſs. 
- You ti won four : Victories over the Tartars, 
and, after having drove them far beyond the Great 
Wall, he march'd with his victorious Army into the 
Kingdoms of Pegu, Siam, Cambaia, and Bengal. 
He divided the vanquiſhed Countries between the 
two Generals, and other Officers who had conquer'd 
them; he built ſeveral Cities, and honour'd the two 
Generals with the Titles of King: "Theſe Cbineſ⸗ 
Joon learned the Manners and Inclinations of the 
Tartars, and prov'd, in time, to be the greateſt 
Enemies to thoſe from whom they were originally 
Aae en, oo 1 | OM: 
One of theſe Kings of the Tartars dreading; the 
Reſentment of the Emperor, ſent him his eldeſt Son 
to be educated at his Court, who being very skilful 
in Horſes, the Emperor made him his Maſter of the 
Horſe, and afterwards put him at the Head of his 
4 „and honour'd him with the Title of Xin. 
Cycle 38. hen You ti drew near his End he declared the 
Year be- Son of one of his Concubines Succeſſor, whom he 
doe Chriſt, oyed better than any of his Children: This young 
117 Prince was but eight Years of Age, but he 3 


F 
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This Prince had the Weakneſs to give ear ti Im 
. . n . " * 
poſtors, who promis'd him an Elixir which ſhould 
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ed kim for a Guardian one of His Miniſters, in whom 
he had the greateſt Confidence; and fearing that the 


Mother of the young Emperor ſhould ftir up Trou- 
bles 7 the Empire, as Liu heou had done, he te- 
ſolv d to 


her to Death for the ſeveral Crimes ſhe © 


was accuſed of, but _—_ her the Choice of What . 


Death ſhe would die. ' 


The Emperor died the chircy-firſt Year of th Cy= 
cle, in the ſeventy-firſt: Year of his Age, ant: the: 


young Prince Tebao ti ſucceeded him. id. EH 


Tchao ti, the Sixth Emperor, reigned thirteen N © 
ALTH Oo. this Prince was very young, yet his? 


| good Diſpoſitions and Prudence were far above his 


Years, being very tractable to the Inſtructions which 


he received from the wiſe Guardlag: which tus Father! 
had appointed him. ; 
He began his Reign by md the Officers wh; 


had ſerved the State well, and ſending juſt and able 
Magiſtrates into the Provinces, to inquire e - 
the People lay under any Oppreſſion. 

Hie concluded an honourable Peace with the Tar-. 
tars, but did not long ſurvive it, dying without Male- 
Iſſue, in the forty- fourth Year of the Cycle, before he was 
quite twenty-two Years old, being m 
by the Empire on account of his 


good Qualities. 


ightily lamented 


Hiao ti his Uncle ſucceeded him with the 5 : 


of the People, who ſoon of their Choice, 


for he was negligent of the Government and People, 
in Debauches; he 

Counſels which his Miniſters | 
offer d him, which oblig'd: them and the Grandees ' 
to drive him from che LD on which they: had ; 


and ſpent both Day and Night 
deſpis'd all the good 


placed him. 

Th 
other Enſigns 
had forfeited his Authority, and then ſent him to the 


linde State whereof he was Sovereign: They choſe 


Vol. I. A a | in 


went to —5 Ps; and ſeizd the Seals, and 19 
of the Imperial Dignity, declaring ge 
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in his Place Prince Suen di, who was Grandſon to the 
Emperor You ti. | t 

Suen ti, the Seventh Emperor, reigned twenty- 


froe Years. 


THE Misfortunes which this Prince ſuffer'd in 
his Youth, did not a little contribute to the Virtues 
| which qualify'd him for the Government of the Em- 

he had been educated in a Priſon, where the 
Protek his Mother had been ſhut up by the Com- 
mand of the Emperor You ti, vhe ſuſpected her, 
tho' falſly, of Witcheraſt and Sorcery, being only an 
Excuſe to put to Death the Princes and Princeſſes of 
the Royal Blood: The Keeper of the Priſon was 
very careful of him, and Suen li, as ſoon as he was 
Emperor, rewarded. him with a ayers pes for it. 

This Prince was of eaſy Acceſs very mild, 
compaſſionate Nature del unfortunate Perſons, and 
of an Application very conſtant to State- Affairs. 

As — Laws were troubleſome and tedious, 
and gave room for Querks and Tricks to confound 
the cleareſt Matters, and to lengthen out Suits, . he re- 
duced them to a certain Number of Articles, and diſ- 
annulPd the reſt. 

The Emperor having been informed that the King 
doms in India, which were conquer'd by his Grand- 
father, had rebelled againſt him, was preparing to go 

| and chaſtiſe the Rebels, but was diſſuaded from it 
by his Miniſters, who told him it was-not worth his 
while to ſhed the Blood of his Subjects for ſuch di- 
ſtant Conqueſts, and that thoſe who refiſted his Wiſ⸗ 
en Virtue did not deſerve to enjoy the Bleſ- 
ſings of his Government. 

Cycle 39. In the forty-eighth Year of the cy cle there was 3 

Year be- e, which court ſeveral Moun- 
fore Chriſt, kains, and ſueh dinge not being common here, it 

57 very much frightned the People, who look d on it as 

oreboding ſome ry Calamity. on - 
an 


as C HI N A, CHIN E 8 E-TARTAR v, S C. 5 355 3 
Tan yu, a King of the Tartars, ſent. Embaſſadors © 7 
to the RAPE to pay him Homage, and to acknow- _ _ 
ledge himſelf Tributary to him, who were ve gra- 
ciouſly received, and treated as Envoys of a Privcs 
the State was in-Amity with.  _ 9 
Suen ti was eighteen Years old when he aſcended 
the Throne, and died in the ninth Year of the Cycle, 
and in the forty-third Year of his Age, leaving his 
Crown to his Son Ten ti. e 


— 5 


1 


Vuen ti, the Eighth Emperor, reigned ſixteen Years. © 


THE ſingular Taſte which this Prince had for 
Learning, and his Reſpect for learned Men, whom 
he entertain'd at his Court, and with whom he often 
convers d, made him a great Scholar, tho? not a great 
Prince: He was highly eſteem'd for his Moderation, 
his Love to his People, and his Frugality ; and he 
uſed to ſay, hat he that could be contented with little, 
wanted for otbing. | —A 
But all theſe fine Qualities were quite clouded thro? = 
want of Judgment in the Choice of his Miniſters, 
having neither Regard to their Capacities nor Expe- 
rience ; for to expreſs themſelves politely and eloquent- 
ly, were all the Q alifications he demanded in thoſe 
with whom he intruſted the greateſt Affairs of the 
Empire; and thefe Miniſters, who had no other 
Views than their own Promotion, fill'd the Court 
with Factions and Parties „ 

Notwithſtanding the Peace which had been con- 
cluded with the Tartars, the Garrifons on the Great 
Wall took two of their Princes Priſoners as they were 
hunting in the Mountains, truſting to the Sanction of 
the former Treaty, and beheaded them both. 

s 4 The Emperor, inſtead of puniſhing the Treachery 
un- which the Commander of thoſe Forces had, commit- 
„ it ted, rewarded him for it ; but hearing that the Suc- 


t as ceſſor of one of thoſe Princes was levying Forces to 
revenge that infamous Breach of the Peace, in order 


A a 2 , "0 
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* appeaſe him, and prevent the Warz he was oblig'd 
| to give him a Princeſs of the Imp Family in ſe 
2 8 with a yery confficerable Dowry. m 
Inteſtine Wars 93 the Miniſters were ready to cc 
break out in the Empire, when the Emperor died in P! 
the twenty-ſixth Year of the Cycle, and in the forty- Y 
Nigg Yer of his Age. He was ſucceeded by his Son ol 
Tebing t 3 


Tehing ti, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 26 Nears. 


THE paſſionate Love which this Prince had for | 
Women and Wine, e ngag a him in all manner of at 
Vices, and he gaye the higheſt Places of the Empire C 

to the Relations of the Empreſs his Mother, who 
Yi of the Family of Leang. He fell violently in N 
Love with a Woman belonging to the Playhouſe, for W. 
her fine Voice, and upon her Account drove his law- x 
ful Wife from the Palace, taking this Actreſs in her | 
Room, whom he declared Empreſs, and gave her Fa- 4 
ther a Principality in order to gloſs over her low Ex pe 
traction; but ſome of his Miniſters having remon- thi 
ftrated to him the Shame of ſuch an Alkane, he or- ſh 
dered them all to be put to Death, and ** theſe are ri 
but a ſmall Part of his Crimes. ce! 

A ſudden Death delivered the Empire from this no 
wicked Prince, in the fifty-firſt Year of the Cycle: tif 

He left no Iflue, but was ſucceeded by his 'Nephes re! 
| Hao Nai th. . 
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 Hiaongai ti, the 7. nth Emperor, reiened fix Tears... va 
"THIS Prince was but eighteen Years old when the 
be carne to the Crown, and the Empire was in no or, 
wiſe deceiv*d in the gr 4 25 it had concaved of Pr 
His Mildnefs and Mode m 
He diſplaced ſeveral Mute, whom he thought 7 


unworthy: of: the great Dignities to which they had 
| been raiſed; and depoſed the Prime Miniſter, whoſe w] 
2 Vain was own too a and whoſe Credit Aw 


ſeem d | m 


 obtain'd Leave to come in Perſon, to pay his Homage: 
ner, anda firm Peace was eſtabliſhed between the 5 
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ſcem?d to overbalance the Sdwefcign Power: "Hei © 
made ſeveral other Regulations, Which were very nee = 
oeſſary, 7 and which gave great Expectations of a- hap- 4 1 4 
py Reign, had his Life been prolonged. In the fifth - Þ 
Year of his Reign Tar you, King of the Tartar ,n, 


* 
* 


to him, who was receiv'd in a very magnificent man- 


Nations. 


The Emperor dy'd the Year after this happe nd, 
at the Age of twenty-five, ug the ſame Year that 
Chriſt Was born. 2 1 

They placed on the Throne a Prince deſcended from. 


2 ven ti, the eighth . 10 of this Dyar. who : 
was but nine Years old. _ 


Hiao | Pin 2 ti, the Eleventh Eager: e Na at's," 


TH E Empreſs, Grandmother to the young Em- 
peror, very imprudently. truſted the Government of 
the Empire in the Hands of one Vang namg, whom 
ſhe made Colao, or Prime Miniſter during the Mino- 
rity of the Emperor: This Man was not only de- 
ceitful and artful, but alſo exceſſively proud, and made 
no Scruple to commit the moſt cruel Actions to gra · 
tify the ſecret Ambition he had of uſurping the Soves 
reign Authority. = 
He had an Aſſociate in his Miniſtry who als; 1 
Man of Merit, but his Ambition could ſuffer no Riñ-ñ 
val, and therefore he found ways to remove him frömm 
the Government, and to make himſelf abſolute: In | 
order to execute his Deſign, he made ſeveral ned 
Principalities, and beſtowed chem on thoſe: who wm we 
moſt devoted to his Intereſt. ©  - „ 
In the ſecond Year of the C) l che acid eie 
Vaig 'mang mixed Poiſon with che Emperor's Food, War bes. 
which in a few Days reduced him to the laſt E 
mity, during which time the Traitor pretended ton ; RO 


metit 7 greatly, and made the Palace — | 
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of the Emperor 
crifice. for his, the better to conceal his monſtrous, 


- Years 


made uſe of it to increaſe his Party 
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his Cries, ing Vows to Heaven for the Recovery 
, and offering his 'own Life as a Sa- 


* - 


Crime. 


However he did not think it ſafe at this Juncture 


to uſurp the Empire, but placed the Imperial Crown 

for the preſent on the Head of a young Infant of two 
old, called Iu Iſe yng, who deſcended from Suen 

ti the ſeventh Emperor of this Dynaſty. 


lu tle yng, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned three Years. 


THE Infancy of this Prince maintain'd Yang 
mang in the Power which he had aſſum'd, and he 
three Years were 
ſcarcely paſt when he made the young Prince quit 
the Throne on which he had placed him, and pro- 
claimed himſelf Emperor. 


Vang mang, the Uſurper, reigned fourteen Years. 


As ſoon as the Uſurper was plac'd on the Throne, 
which he had obtained by the vileſt of Crimes, he 


gave the Name of Tſin to his Family, which ſigni- 


hes New: He divided the Empire into nine Pro- 
vinces, and each Province into ſeveral Diſtricts, over 
which he ſet Governors in whom he could confide, 
and created ſeveral new Principalities to increaſe the 
Number of his Dependants. After this he began to 
think himſelf, very ſafe on the Throne, but ſoon 
found himſelf miſtaken, for ſeveral of the Grandees 
leaguing together drew a numerous Army into the 
Field, to which they gave the Name of Tche mou), 
becauſe the Soldiers had painted their Eyebrows red, 
to diſtinguiſh themſelves from their Enemies. The 


other Armies were commanded by two Chiefs who 


were Brothers; of the Family of Han, whoſe Names 
were: Lieou ſicou, and Lieou yung : Theſe Wars laſted 
a long time, and were very bloody. The ninetcenth 


Tear of the Cycle there was ſuch a Multitude of 


Graſhoppers, 
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Graſhoppers, that they devoured the Harveſt, and 
cat . 


amine enſued, which occaſion abundance 
Riots and Rebbetics. 


In the twentieth Year the Uſurper”s s Army was en- 
tirely defeated, his Palace plunder'd and burnt to the 
Ground, his own Throat: cut, and his Head 
a Pitchfork and publickly expos'd. The — 
Army elected Hoai yang vang Emperor, who was 4 
1 * ti the urth „ 

yn 


Hoai yang vang, the Thirteenth , * 


Iwo Years. 


TH E looſe and effeminate Life which this new 
Emperor led, induc'd the Army to take the Crown 
from him, as being unworthy to wear it. 

They put in his Place Yang lang, who was an Im- 
poſtor, —— himſelf to be the Son of Tubing ti 
the ninth Emperor, but the Cheat being — 5 
they cut off his Head, and elected in his Place Licos 
ſieou, who aſſum'd the Name of Quang von ti, _ 
was deſcended from the tenth Son of” Ring (yi he 


fourth Emperor of the reigning Dynaſty, 


Quang vou ti, the Fourteenth Emperor, reigned 
| thirty-three Years. 


THI S Prince remov'd his Court from, the Pro- 
vince of Chen fi to that of Ho nan, and made him- 
ſelf famous by his Politicks and warlike Atchieve- 
ments; and tho” he had but an indifferent Education 
among the Country People, yet he was very mild. 
affable, liberal, and a great Admirer of learned Men, 
whom he brought to his Court, and gave them ho 
nourable Places. 

He was twelve Years employ*d in ſubduing the Re- 
bels, and ſettling the Peace of the Empire; becauic 
the Army, the Soldiers of which had painted their Eye- 
mou red, would have choſen an Emperor of the Fa- 

Aa 4 . 
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_—* wily of Han, calle} Pouan te, who being defeated, 
went to the Em threw himſelf at his Feet, and 
= . intreated his Clemency, and the Emperor granted him 
mot only his Life, but gave him likewiſe a Prin- 
Cipality. The Chineſe Annals ſay, that in the t 


Moon, there was a —— Eclipſe of the Sun, which 
appear d before the Time that it was foretold: I leave 
it to Aſtronomers: to examine if this Eclipſe is the 
ſame which happen'd at the Death of Chriſt, 
Quang vou ti died in the ſixty-firſt Year of his Age, 
and the fiſty- fourth of the Cyde; leaving ten Chil- 
dren ; one of them called Ming ti ſucceeded him. 


Ming ti, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned eighteen Tears. 


THIS Prince is extolled by the Hiſtorians for 
his Prudence, Clemency, and Judg ment: He eſta- 
bliſh'd an Academy of Sciences in his Palace for the 
Benefit of young Noblemen of the Empire; Stran- 
gers were alſo 3 into it, and he was often Pe 
ſent there himſelf. 

He placed in a Hall the Pifures of the greatſ 
Men of the Empire. 

He married the Daughter of one of Fra Generals, 
and declar'd her Empreſs, which Marriage was gene- 
rally applauded. The Hoang bo, or Yellow River, 
having often overflow'd the neighbouring g Coun- 
try, the Emperor cauſed a Bank to be made to pre- 
vent theſe Inundations, which was ten Leagues long, 
| and one hundred thouſand Men were een in 
f that Work. 

W Cyde 41. In the ſecond Year of the Cycle, Sita: that a 
. 6% Man of a Gigantick Size appear'd to him, he re- 

f membred a Word which Confucius had often faid, that 
ub Holy One was in the Weſt, upon which he ſent i im- 
meediately ee to b INE N true 
"Religion." 
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eighth Year of the Cycle, the laſt Day of the ſeventh 


eſe 
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- Theſe Ambaſſadors-ſtaid at U Flace where the 1401 1 

Foe was in great Veneration, and taking ſame Bf, r 
pio 

into the Empire, as alſo the ridiculous Opinion ot "= 


with them to China, they introduted that 


Metempſychoſis : This Emperor is greatly condeme d 
the Chineſe Hiſtorians for having admitted ſuch 4 


teſtable Doctrine; he died the twelſth Tear _ * 
Cycle, and leſt his Crown to his Son Tebang . meu” Fo 1 Bs 


Tchang ti, the Sixteenth Emperor, Feigned i 13 Tate 5 


TH E Reign of this Prince was very pacifick, be. Tm 


ing neither diſturbed by Wars at home or 


which is attributed to bis Wiſdom and Prudence, as WP 
alſo to the Protection he granted to Men of, Lean: A 


ing. 

He died the 6renty i ft Year of the cycle, in * 
thirty-firſt Year of his Age, and his Son Ho . who 
was but ten years old, ſucceeded him. 


Ho ti, the Seventeenth E mperor, reigned | I - n + 


A'S this young Prince was but ten Years old, as 


VeS 


Empreſs his Mother was his Guardian: His Authori-' | - 


zl was extended to very remote Countries, through- _ 

the Valour of one of his Generals called Pan ichao, WhO 

oblig d a great number of Sovereigns to pay Homage 

to the Emperor, and to crave his Protection: It 1 

ſaid that he went into Judea, which the Chineſe call 

Ta fn, ſpending ſeveral Years in theſe Expeditions. 
The wit of the Emperor having given cauſe foe. 


Jealouſy, was divorced, and ſoon after died willi 
Grief, when the Emperor married one of his Gene- 
ral's Daughters, and made her Empreſs : : She was a 


Princeſs of an extraordinary Merit, and well Kild 
in all the Chineſe Learning. 
Ho ti was the firſt Emperor that iis Fa 


nuchs in his Palace, and raiſed them to the higheſt 


Places of the Empire, which was The Ovcation of great: 
The 


Diſturbances afterwards, 


"The GENERAL HisTory * 
The died in the twenty-ſeventh Year of 


his Age, and che forty-ſecond Year of the Cycle, and 
his Son called Chang ti ſucceeded him. 


Chang ti, the Eighteenth Emperor, reigned one Year. 


THIS Prince ought not tobe number*d amongſt the 
Emperors, becauſe he was only a Child in the Cradle 
when the Crown was plac'd on his Head, and lived 
ſcarcely a Year after. Man li, Grandſon to Thang 
ti, ſucceeded him on the Throne, 


Ngan ti, the Nineteenth Emperor, . 19 Harn 


AS this Prince was but thirteen Years of Age, 
the Empreſs his Mother was made Regent, and took 
upon her the Sovereign 1 ty, which ſhe was ſo 
well pleas'd with, that th rolong'd her -Regency 
beyond the Bounds — by the Laws. 

She thought that the Extent of the Empire was too 
great, and, fearing of what dangerous Conſequence it 
might prove, ſhe refuſed the Homage which foreign 

Nations uſe to Pay to the Emperor, and reduc'd the 
Bounds of the Empire to a narrower Compaſs. 
4 an ti had created one of his Wives Empreſs, but 
this Princeſs, his Mother, finding that ſhe was bar- | 
ren, adviſed her to take another Woman's Son as her * 
Cycle 42. Own, and ſecretly to poyſon the true Mother of the bu 
4 D.124. Child. The Emperor died the ſecond Year of the he 
3 Cycle, in the thirty-ſecond Year of his Age, and was ſhe 
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ſucceeded by his Son Chun ti. . 
Chun ti, the Twentieth Emperor, reigned rg Years. hi 
THE beginning of the Reign of this Prince was iſ © 


remarkable on account of ſeveral Victories which R 
he obtain'd over the Barbarians. 15 

The Empreſs who had iſon' d the Concubine, ch 
Mother of Chun ti, did not ge outlive her Crime; a 
and the Emperor being formed of it, forbid that | 


ſhe 


Cuina, Cnintesz-Tarxrary; &fc. Mi 
ſhe ſhould have honourable Obſequies ſuitable to her 


Dignity, in order to be reverig'd 
Mother. EAST af ts 1; ret OE eds pry 
In the ninth Year of the Cycle a great Number of 


Vagabonds uniting, made a conſiderable Army under. 


the Command of one called Ma mien, and plunder d 
ſeveral Towns of the Southern Provinces. This Chief, 
fluſh'd with Victory, thought immediately of uſurp- 
ing the Crown, but he was ſlain before he could ac- 
compliſh his Deſign, ns og | 3 8 
The Emperor died in the twenty-firſt Year of the 
Cycle, and thirty-ſecond Year of his Age, and was 
ſucceeded by his Son Tchang ti. | WI 3 


Tchung ti, the twenty-firſt Emperor, reigned one Year. 


HE was two Years old when he aſcended the 
Throne, and died the ſame Year. The Reign of his 


Succeſſor was of no longer Duration. . 


* 


2 


ITche ti, the Twenty-ſecond Emperor, reigned one Year, 
HE was but eight Years old when he ſucceeded 
to the Crown, but had a maturity of Genius far a- 
bove his Years, which raiſed the Expecta 
whole Empire. This Prince being ſo young, Leang. 
li, the Brother of the Empreſs, deſpis'd him, and a- 
buſing his Siſter's Authority ſpoke and acted as if 
he had been abſolute Maſter z nor could he forbear 
ſhewing his Pride and Inſolence at a publick Aſſem- 
bly in the Preſence of the Emperor, who taking No- 
tice of his haughty Behaviour, ſaid to thoſe about 
him, looking ſtedfaſtly on Leang ki, That is a very 
arrogant Fellow. Lov 367 232307 FO = $4 
; Theſe Words coſt the Prince dear; for + Leang ki, 
ndin 
his il Conduct. took care to get him poiſoned; ſo 


that this young Prince reigned but one Tear, and his | 


* 


eldeſt Brother Horan ti ſucceeded him. 
| | | Houan. 


the Death of his 


tions of the 


that he had reaſon to fear his Reſentment for 
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= han th, the Twenty-third — hn rejened: 21 Tears. 
UNDER che Reign of this Emperor the Magi: 
ſtracy became Venal :- He was: a- great-Protector- of 
the Sect of Leno kin, and Funuchs were' his greateſt 
Favourites, Which obliged the Learned Men to retite 
from Court, tho* the Emperor did his endeavours, 
both by Invitations and rich Preſents which he ſent 
them, to keep them near him: But this proved inef- 
fectual, for theſe wiſe Men preferred Tranquility to 
the N Follies of a Court, where the whole 
Authority was placed in the Hands of Eunuchs. 
However Leang ki, the Murderer of the late Em- 
peror, was raiſed to the higheſt Dignities of the Em- 
pire, and his Wife was honour'd with the Title of 
Heroine, with a yearly Revenue of 500,000 Tatls. 
Theſe great Favours ſo ſwelled his Pride and Am- 
| ba that he thought he could do whatſoever he 
pleaſed : At the beginning of the Chineſe Vear, when 
al the Grandees pay ther Duty to -the Emperor, he 
had the Confidence to enter the Palace with his Sabre 
by his Side, contrary to all the Laws of the Coun- 
try: Upon this he was immediately difarmed, and 
obliged to acknowledge his Crime, and ask the Em- 
peror's Pardon for it, which was accordingly grant- 
ed him. But his Inſolence and Pride ſoon made him 
odious to every body, and finding himſelf ſurrounded 
by a Troop of Eunuchs, whoſe Vengeance he could 
not elcape, he murder'd both his Wife and himſelf. 
His Relations and Friends were ſtript of all the high 
Dignities to which he had preferred them, and on 
Riches, which were very great, were confiſcated. 
In the twenty eighth Year of the Cycle there was 
* A dreadful Famine in ſome Parts of the Empire, 
that many of the e were obliged to feed Upon 
Human Het. peer "1715 } | 
The Eniperdr' died che forty-fourth Year. bs 
Cycle, ard in the thirty ſixth Year of his 60> Al- 


tho? 


1 


"Cniwa; Cnihns 1 v, „r., 


tho' he had a great many Concubines, he leſt no 15 + 


ſue : Ling ti, who was of the 98 0 Tae, 45 ſuc: — 


ceeded him. 


Ling ti, the.  twenty- fourth Emperor, me” 22 pk, 7 


AMONGST the ill Qualities for which this 
Prince is chiefly blamed, his Affection for Eunuchs 


is not the leaſt, for he gave them more Power than 


his Predeceſſors had done; beſides, he had /an'Aver- 
ſion againſt thoſe that attempted to give him good 
Counſel: He was likewiſe very avaritious, 2 and of 4 
ſharp ſatirical Humour. _ " 

The only good Action for which this Emperor 
is extolled; was the Care that he took: to have the 


wie Inſtructions of the ancient Emperors; which were 
contained in the five Claſſical Books, Kb 8 on Mar- 
5 Entrance of 4 

the Academy.” bh #2” , N 
great, 


ble Tables, and publickly 12 


The Power of the Eunuchs bel ſo very 


Fi they cauſed a great number of the Nobles of | 


the Empire, who had conſpired againſt them, to be 


put to Death. This gave riſe to many Rebellions; Es 
ſeveral Armies of Vagabonds appear'd openly in the 
Field, who ſtiled themſelves Tellow-Caps, commanged 


by three Brothers called 7 chang, of the Sect of Leas 
— who plunder'd divers Provinces: At laſt their 
Armies were defeated one after — and the: three 
Brothers periſh'd. $5 

The Barbarians (for ſo The Cline call all Sus 


gers) endeavoured ſeveral times to make 7 A. D. 1 * ; 


in the Empire, but were repulſed by a Chineſe 
ral called Touarkiong. 


cne- 


In the fifth Year. of the Cycle ſome remaining Re- £ 


+4 


W 2 


bels, called Nelloꝛv- Caps, appear'd again in order to 


create new Troubles. The Emperor died the fol- 


lowing Year, in the thirty-fourth Lear of his Age, 


- 


ithout having named a Succeſſor 3 ; his ſecond. Son wh 


Hun ii ſucceeded him. | 
| _Hien 7 
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Hien ti, be Twenty-fifih Emperor, reigned 31 Tears, 


THE eldeſt Brother of this Emperor, who reigned 
ſome Months, and then abdicated the Crown to Hizey 
ti, is not number'd among the Emperors. Hien ti 
was but nine Years of Age when he came to the 
Crown ; the Weakneſs, Negligence, and Stupidity of 
this Prince, occaſion d perpetual Contentions at home 
as well as abroae. 
| China was divided firſt into three, emen into 
four Parts, and had as many Sovereigns. The Eaſtern 
Part firſt conſpired againſt Tong tcho, General of the 
Imperial Army, who murdered the Emperor and 
his 8 Brother, and . the Palace; 8 

d chres 's Emperors, ound 2 
—— — — in them, ro porn By his Court 
into the Province of Chen fi : But his Crimes did not 
long go unpuniſhed, for the next Year he was mur- 
dered, and his Body expoſed in the publick Market- 
mag - 

In the mean time the Yellow- Caps, taking advantage 
of theſe Diſorders, very much encreas'd the Numer 
of Rebels, but —— were gradually deftroy'd by Yor 
ſao, who uſurp'd the Sovereign Authority, of which 
he was ftript, the thirty-ſeventh Year of the Cycle, 
by his own Son called 2/0 poi, and baniſhed to 2 
Principality which he gave him, and where he died 
anden Years after, being generally deſpiſed. 
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The Sixth Dynaſty, called Heon han, that 16, 
the latter Family of Han, which had two Em- 
perors in the Space of forty-four Tears. 


Tchao he vang, the Firſt Emperor, reigned 3 Tears. 
J<H40 LIE VANG was call'd before Licam pi, 
and was deſcended from King ti, the fourth Em- 
peror of the preceding Dynaſty. This Prince was 
very tall, and had a majeſtick Air, of great Cou- 
rage, ſpoke but little, and in all Events, whether 
good or bad, was always of an even Temper. ... -- 
When he drew near his End, he ſpoke to thoſe 
that were about him in the following manner; 
% When once we have attained to the Age of fifty 
« Years, we have no reaſon to complain of the 
« Shortneſs of our Lives; why ſhould I then com- 
« plain, who am above ſixty Years of Age? 
Afterwards he ſpoke to his firſt Miniſter, called Ca 
Leang, in the P e of his own Son, whom he had 
appointed his Succeſſor z If, faid he, my. Son ſhould 
« refuſe to pay to your wife Counſel the due Re- 
e gard which-.he ought, take the Crown away from 
1 — and reign in his Stead. Then turning to his 
Son, he ſaid, How light ſoever a Fault may ſeem 
4 to you, beware of committing it; and how ſmall 
ſoever a virtuous Action may 88 do not for- _ 
© bear to do it. Virtue alone deſerves our Atten- 
« tion and Purſuit; I have had too little to ſerve you 
for an Example; be tractable to the Counſels of 


« Co leang, and you will find in him a ſecond Fa» | 


“ther. | g 
This Prince died in the ſixty-third Year of his 
Age, and the fortieth Year of the Cycle, after he 
had named his Son Heou ti for his Succefior, 


Heou. 


* 
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Heou ti, the Second Emperor, reigned 41 Years. 
WHILST the Prime Miniſter lived Heow 1 


_ Hllow'd the Steps of his Father : He kept his Court 


at Tching tou, the Metropolis of the Province of S- 


- tebuen; there were then in the Northern Provinces 


to conquer the Kin 


three Sovereigns of the Family of Guei, and in the 


Southern Provinces the Family of Hou kept their 
Court at Nan king. 


The Family of Guei, which was the moſt 


ful of the three, laſted but forty-fix Years : It was 


deſtroy d by a General of his Army, whoſe Son be- 
came the Founder of the following Dynaſty. The 
mn ior had four Kings in the ſpace of _ 


"Theſe AiferentPrincipatitics PEW manyWars; ; 
in one of which the Emperor loſt two great Generals, 
called Thang ſ, and Quang yu + This latter is num- 
— amongſt their dols, and honour'd as the Mar, 

Ching, 

The famous Co leang had diverſe Encounters with 
the King of Guei, bir was frequently overcome. The 
King of Get, buy * own formidable, reſolved 

ot Han and Ou, who were 
leagued together: 1 1 order to put his Deſign in Exe- 
cution he put himſelf at the Head of a large Army, 
and march d to the fide of the great River Yang ſſe 
kiang, which he 8 to have croſs d, but ſeeing 
the Waves very rough and boiſterous, Doubtleſs, 
„ ſaid he, theſe are the; Bounds which Heaven hath 
<< put to the Ambition gf Morals ; I and immediately 


turn' d back. 


.* Song tchao, who was to the King of Guei, 
being puſt up with Suren and abuſing the Credit 


which he had obtained in the Army, rebell'd againſt 
his Maſter, whom he overcame, and thereupon re- 


folved to make his way to the Throne : The Son of 
Heou ti, "OG how ill Affairs went, advis'd his Fa- 


ther 
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ther to go and encounter the Enemy, telling him that 
he muſt either conquer or die, there being no other 
Medium leſt; which Advice the Emperor refus'd to 
comply with. The young Prince, being griev'd at 
his Father's Cowardiſe, retired. into a Hall of his 
now, and flew his Wife and himſelf after- 
In the fortieth Year of the Cycle the Imperial 
Army was cut in Pieces, and the Palace plunder d: 
The cowardly Emperor went and deliver'd himſelf up 
into the Hands of the Conqueror, who gave him a 
ſmall Principality, where: he lived ſeven Years, and 


died in the fixty-fiſth Year of his Age. 


The ſeventh Dynaſty, called Tin, which bad 
teen Emperors in the Space of 155 Years. 
Chi tſou von ti, tbe fit Emperor, reigned 25 Years. 


THIS Name, which was aſſumed by the Son 
ok the General Song tchao, Founder of this Dyna- 
ſty, ſeems to be the fame as that of, the fourth, ne- 
vertheleſs it's vaſtly different from it, not only in 
the Character wherein it is written, but alſo in the 
e font nf f Flt: rand v5; 
This new Emperor kept his Court in the Pro- 
vince of Honan: He was a magnanimous Prince, and 
of a quick Apprehenſion ; his Integrity was ſo great, 
that he could not endure the leaſt Difſimulation, | 
His Reign was very much diſturbed by the war- 
like Preparations of many | zoyereigns Who a- 


ſpir'd to the Crown, but thoſe of the South were of- 


ten overcome by thoſe of the North, | 
The Emperor, having ſubdued and pacified the 
Northern Provinces, march'd with his Army into 
the Southern Provinces, and paſſed the River "I | 
Vor. I. B b 1 
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iſe kiang without oppoſition ; he went afterwards in- 
to the Kingdom of Ou, and beſieged the Metropolis: 
The King, being unable to make any Reſiſtance, came 
out of the City, and delivered himſelf into the Hands 
of the Emperor, who gave him a ſmall Prineipality, 
where he ended his Days 1 

In the ſeventeenth Year of his Reign, finding that 
he was at Peace both at home and abroad, he impru- 
dently disbanded his Army, and gave himfelf up to 
Idleneſs and Luxury: He died in the fifty-fifth Year 
of his Age, and the forty-fiſth of the Cycle, and leſt 
a numerous Poſterity. Hoe ti his eldeſt Son ſucceed- 


ed him. : 


Hoei ti, the Second Emperor, reigned ſeventeen Years, 


T HIS Prince had no Spirit or Genius, and was 
entirely incapable of filling. the high Station he was 
placed in: However the Beginning of his Reign was 
ſucceſsful through the Ability of four of his Chief 
Miniſters, in whom he put Confidence, but a jealous 
and paſſionate Wite ſoon put the Court and Empire 
into Confuſion. _ | "#3 

This Woman had the Title of Second Queen ; ſhe 
got the Empreſs removed from Court, poiſon'd her 
only Son, and procur'd all the Nobles of the Em- 
preſs's Party to be put to Death, | | 

Theſe barbarous Actions cauſed a great deal of 
Blood-ſhed ; the Second Queen was murdered in her 
turn, with all that were. of her Party,. and the Em- 
peror was obliged to fly in order to ſave his Life. 

The tributary Princes took advantage of all theſe 
Diſorders; the King of Tj headed an Army, and 
being ſwelled with ſome Succeſs, which he had obtain'd 
at firſt, doubted not to make his way to the Crown, 
but was ſlain in a Battle: Another Prince of the Fa- 
mily of Han, who reign'd in the Northern Provinces, 
and had taken Arms, met with the ſame Fate. 
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At that time there ſprang up a new Sect, which 
was only a Branch of that of Lao Kun, but was called 
You guei kiao, that is to fay, the Doctrine of theVoidy 
and i Nothing: Theſe Sectaries taught the Way how 
to obtain a certain 
up all the Faculties of the Soul, and ſuſpended the 


unctions of Senſe, in Which they thought Perfection 
confiſted. 


The third Yea! of the Cycle Hoei ti died of che Cy de 43. 
Poiſon which was given him, in the forty-cighth Year N. D. 304. 


of his Age, leaving no Iſſue behind him: The Gran 
dees choſe the twenty-fifth Son of the Founder of hy 
Dynaſty Emperor, called Hai ti. 


Hoai ti, the Third Emperor, reigned 'k x Teak. | 
THE. Choice of this Emperor at firſt was genes 


rally approv'd, for he was indued with Qualities which 


promiſed a happy Reign; but the Pride and Ambi- 


tion of all the little Sovereigns, which I have already 


mentioned, and which increas'd daily through the 
Weakneſs of the Emperors, cauſed great Troubles in 
the Empire during many Years. 


One of theſe petty Kines; called Lieou yuen, was 


= to dethrone the Emperor, but Death interrupt 

e Courſe of his Victories: However his Son Liecu 
an follow'd his Steps with Succeſs, got . 
of ns Palace, and flew the Emperor's Son. 

And after that he had forced Fs Ea eror to 1 
on him at Table, in the Habit of a = lave, he had 
him put to death: It was in the tenth Year of the 
Cycle, and the thirtieth Tear of his Age, that Hoai 
ti was ſlain 
of the Fo ounder of this Dynaſty: 


Min ti, the Fourth Emperor, reigned four Years, 


. THIS Prince had no better luck than his Prede- 
ceſſor; he had 1 fal reigned three Years when Licon 
Yao plunder” d his P 


Degree of Tranquillity, Which! boankd” 


„and the Grandees choſe Min ti, Gn 1 


ace; 1 = * him his Life, 
and 
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ſcended the Throne, and died the forty-firſt Year of 
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and baniſhed him into a Principality of the Province 


of Chan ſi, where he lived Cie a Year in exile, and 


was. then flain by the King of Han: They choſe in 
his Place a Grandſon of the Founder of this Dynaſty. 


Yuen ti, the Fifth Emperor, reigned fix Years. © 
THIS Emperor is commended for his Gravity, 


F rugality, Moderation, and Eſteem of wiſe and learn- 
ed Men. 


This Prince removed his Court from the Welt to the 
Eaſt, and kept it in the City of Nan king, which has 
given the Name to his Family of the Eaſtern Family 
of Vin: In the ſixth Year of his Reign he fell into 
a deep Melancholy, which was the Cauſe of his Death 
1 the forty-ſixth Year of his Age: His Son ſucceed- 
ed him. 


Ming ti, the Sixth Emperor, reigned bx Tears. 
THE Chineſe Hiſtory mentions nothing particular 


of this Prince, only that he reigned three Years, and 


died the twenty-ſecond Year of the Cycle, in the 
twenty-ſeventh Year-of his Age, and was TINA 


by his Son Tcbing ii. 
Tching ti, the Seventh Emperor, reigned I 7 Years. 


WIEN this Prince aſcended: the Throne he was 
but five Years old, and the Empreſs, his Mother, was 
entruſted with the Government. | 

Some of the moſt powerful of the petty Sovereigns 


were then at War with each other, in order to pave 


their Way to the Imperial Throne. When this young 


Prince died he was but twenty-one Tears old, and his 


Brother Cang ti ſucceeded Fin. 73 


Cang ti, the Eighth Emperor, reigned two ; Hears. 
T H E fortieth Year. of the Cycle this Prince 2. 


the 


CHINA, CHINESE-TARTARY, Oc. 
the Cycle, in the forty ſecond Year of his Age, leav:-x 
ing the Crown to his eldeſt Son, called Mo l. 


Mo ti, the Ninth E mperor, reigned ſeventeen Years. 
THE Empreſs was made Guardian of this young 


Prince, who was but two Years old when he came to 
the Crown: As ſoon as he had paſſed his Infancy he 
ſnewed Marks of Prudence and Wiſdom far ſuperior 
to his Age; he follow'd the Advice of his Miniſters, 
and recover'd ſeveral Provinces. Ines 

Houan ven, who commanded. the Imperial Army, 
went into the North, and puniſh'd a petty King of 
the Family of Han, who had revolted from the Em- 
peror, whoſe Palace he plundered and burnt to the 
Ground, | „ $ 

However this Puniſhment did not frighten the pett: 
Sovereigns, but they ſtill continued the War with each 
other to increaſe their Dominions, in order to obtain 
the Imperial Crown. LES 

It the Emperor had lived he would have overcome 
them, but he died in the nineteenth Year of his Age, 


— 


and the fifty-eighth of the Cycle: The Grandees 


choſe Ngai ti, who was the Son of Tabing li, the 


ſeventh Emperor of this Dynaſty, 


Neai ti, the Tenth Emperor, reigned four Years. 


THIS Prince reign'd but four Years, and died in the Cycle 46. 
ſecond Year of the Cycle, and the twenty-fifth of his A. D. 364. 


Age, when Ji ye, his younger Brother, was elected by 
the Grandees to ſucceed him. | 


Ti ye, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned five Years.. 
The Reign of this Prince was not much longer than 


that of his Predeceſſor, altho' he lived longer; for his 


Prime Miniſter, called Houan ven, having obtained 
a great Victory in the North aver the King of Juen, 
dethroned the Emperor, and confined him in a Citta- 
del, where he lived an obſcure Life fifteen Years: He 
1 1 died 
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died in the forty-third Year of his Age, and the Gran- 


dees choſe in his room Rien ven ti, the laſt of the Chil- 


dren of Nuen tt, the fifth Emperor of this Dynaſty. 


Kien ven ti, the Ti welftb Emperor, reigned two 7 ears, 
HE reigned only two Years, and dying in the fiſty- 


- third Year of his Age was ſucceeded by his Son 


Per ti. 
| Vou ti, the Thirteenth Emperor, "reigned 24 Yea zars. 


VO U TI came to the Crown the tenth Year of 
the Cycle: Fo kien, who was Emperor in the North, 
reſolved to march with an Army into the South to at- 


tack the Emperor, and conquer his Proyinces: His 


Miniſters advis'd him to the contrary, and to forbear 
ſuch a dangerous Enterpriſe, but he rejected their Ad. 


vice, and relying upon the Number and Bravery of 
his Soldiers, march'd immediately with a potent Ar- 


my into the South. 
Von ti, being informed of this, drew out the braveſt 


of his Men, and march'd directiy towards the Enemy, 


and attack*d his Camp with ſuch Bravery and Cou- 
rage, that with a handful of Men he entirely defeat- 
ed hjs numerous Army: The Generals of Fu kien's 
Army being drove to deſpair ſeiz d him, and con- 
ducted him into a Temple, and there ſtrangled. him. 

Notwithſtanding this great Succeſs of You ti, ſeve- 
ral of the ſmall Sovereigns revolted, which he might 
have eaſily ſubdued, if * had wade good uſe of his 
Victory, A march'd with his Forces into the North; 
but he return'd to his Court, and gave himſelf up to 
all manner of Luxury and ſenſual Pleaſures, 


This Heroe died by the Hand of a Woman for 


having, by way of I called the Second Queen 
an ol Woman, who was but thirty Vears old; this 


Princeſs, being highly offended with ſuch an ill. ground 
ed Reproach, immed BY revenged T upon him, 


for 
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for the Emperor was . 5 
and Ngan ti his Son ſucceeded him. 


Ngan ti, the Fourteenth Emperor, reigned 22 7 ears. 


THE little Merit this Prince was maſter of, his 
Indolence and want of Application, gave no hopes 
of his reſtoring the Tranquility of the Empire, and 
his Reign was accordingly full of Troubles and Re- 
volts, and perpetual Wars among the petty Sove- 
reigns: A Grandſon of the King of Taj defeated the 
King of Zen, and took his Principality from him, 

About that time there was a Man of mean Birth, 
called Lieou you, who got his Living at firit by deal- 
ing in Shoes, with which he travelled from place to 
place, but afterwards he turned Soldier, and came 
to be General of a great Army, and was ſo powerful 
as to uſurp the Imperial Throne; he was the Foun- 

der of the following Dynaſty ; he murdered the Em- 
peror at the Age of thirty-ſeven, and Kong ti, Bro- 
ther of this Prince, ſucceeded him. 


Kong ti, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned 1 two Years, 


THIS Prince afcended the Throne in the fifty-ſixth _ 
Year of the Cycle, and in the ſecond Year of his 
Reign; he was Rified or choak*d by Lieou you, who 
aſcended the Throne, and took the Name of Kaos tou 
vou ti: Thus was the Dynaſty of Jin ee hs to 
make room for that of $ worth 
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The Bight W called Song, which bad. 
eight - Emperors in the Space of 59 Years... 


Kao tſou vou ti, the Firſt Emperor, 


T HIS new Emperor had his Reſidence at Nan king, 

his native Place: His Air, his Gate, his Size, in 

_ his whole outward 1 had n 
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inexpreſſibly Noble and Majeſtick ; to a grea 
natural Courage he join'd equal Moderation, which 
appeared. principally in his Dreſs, Train, and com- 
mon* Meals; being in all of them remarkably frugal. 

This and the four following Dynaſties are accounted 
ſmall in compariſon of the others, becauſe they con- 
tinued but very few Fears; they are called Outai. 

China has been hitherto divided into two Empires, 
the Northern and Southern, each haying its proper 
Monarch. ES | 

In the fifty-ninth Year of the Cycle Kao tſou vou li 
died, at the Age of ſixty-ſeven : Chao 7i his eldeſt Son 
ſucceeded him. | | | 


Chao ti, the Second Emperor, reigned one Year. 


TH O this Prince was ſeventeen Years old when 
he aſcended the Throne, it was ſoon perceived he 
wanted a manly Spirit, becauſe he delighted to buſy 
himſelf in trifling Things: The Colao, or Prime Mi- 
niſter, took away the Crown from him, and not long 
after his Life: He was ſucceeded by Ven ti, the third 


Son of the Founder of this new Dynaſty. 


Ven ti, the Third Emperor, reigned thirty Years. 

THIS Prince was eſteemed on account of his 
good Nature, Moderation, - Juſtice, and ſingular In- 
tegrity ; he was blamed only for too great an A ffec- 
tion for the Bonzes, whoſe Protector he openly de- 


clared himſelf: He ordained that the Magiſtrates 
- ſhould not continue in Office above ſix Years, and after 
lations of this. ſort, for. the Good of 


ſome other Regula | 
his People, he declared War againſt the Emperor 
of the North, whoſe Power daily increaſed, -having 
already ſixteen petty Princes in entire Subjection to 
him. Yen ti loſt the firſt Battle, but in Proceſs .of 
Time, by the Conduct and Bravery of Tan tao th, 
his Prime Miniſter, he obtain'd many Victories over 


that Emperor, I his extraordinary Succeſs of the 


Prime 
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Prime Miniſter gain*d him no little Credit and Au- 
thority, but it rendered him obnoxious to his Ma- 
ſter, who feared too powerful a Subhect. and ſo Pro- 
cured him to be put to deat. 

The News of the Death of this great General be- 
ing ſpread abroad, the Northern Men took Courage, 
and boldly entred the Southern Provinces, renewing 
the War with more Fury than ever. Ven it's * 
no longer commanded by that able General, 
defeated in ſeveral Actions, but in the — ak 


Year of his Reign was the moſt horrible Slaughter ß 


both ſides, inſomuch that the Fields were apes 
with the Blood of the Chineſe. 

At this time the Emperor of the North madd 2 
general Maſſacre of the Bonzes in his Kingdom, and 
burnt all their Temples and Idols. Yen li was mur- 
der'd at the Age of Thirty-five by his eldeſt Son, 
and the Parricide was kilPd in his turn by his ſe- 
cond Brother, who immediately N his Father's 


Death. 


Vou ti, the Fourth Emperor, in FD Nears. 


THIS Prince was much addicted to Learning, ' 
and had the Reputation of a Scholar ; he was like- 
wiſe well skilPd in managing a Horſe, and draw- 
ing the Bow, and diſtingu iſhed himſelf as a keen 
Sportſman : He was confi for Prodigality, and be- 
ſtowing his Favours without Judgment or Diſtinction: 
He treated thoſe about his Perſon with a Roughneſs 
little ſuitable to their Rank, often uſing Harp and / 
ſcurrilous Language towards them. 

He died in the thirty-fifth Year of his Age, and 
forty-firſt of the Cycle, and F ti his eldeſt Son an 


ceeded him, 


Fi ti, the F 72 Emperor, Es; one Tear. 


SCARCE was he upon the Throne but he 


diſcover'd a cruel and bloody Diſpoſition; many in- 
nocent - 


be was ſlain himſelf in the firſt Year of his Reign 


and fell a Sacrifice to the Ambition of the Prime Mi- 


nocent Perſons ſuffer d by his Orders, and at length 


His Succeſſor was Ming ti, the cleventh Son of Ven 
ti, the third Emperor of this Dynaſty. 


Ming ti, the Sixth Emperor, reigned one Year. 


T HIS Prince was as barbarous and cruel as his 
Predeceſſor, and put to Death thirteen young Princes 
of the Blood, who were his Nephews, As he had 
no Children of his own, he introduced Men among 
his Women, with a Deſign to have a Male-Child, 
and then preſently to kill i its Mother, and give the 
Child to the Empreſs, who was barren: He pm. 
ferr'd Siao tao tching to the higheſt Poſt of the Em. 
pire, a Man exceedingly ambitious, and who after- 
— murder d two Emperors to make his way to the 

hrone, 


Ming ti died, and was ſucceeded by Tang g 


_ wang his eldeſt Son. 


Tſang ngou vang, the Seventh Emperor, reigned 


four Tears. 


E T H E rough and untractable Temper of this 
Prince ſerved to cover the Treachery and Perfidioul- 
neſs of Siao tao itching, who dipp'd his Hands in the 
Blood of his young Maſter, being yet but Fifteen 


Years of Age, when Chun ti, the third Son of Min 
ti, was advanced in his Room. 


Chun ti, the Eighth Emperor, Mn two Years. 
THIS young Prince proved like his Brother, 


oo who murder'd him in the ſecond Year of bus 
ei 


By this double Murder Siao tao iching put an end 
to the Dynaſty of Song, and became the Founder of 


a new Dynaſty call'd Ihe He reigned under the 
Name of Kao ii 2 1 
le 
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H E fixed his Refidence at the City of Nan bing, 
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The Ninth Dynaſiy, called T 6, which bad five 
Emperors in the Space of twenty-three 1, Wh 
Kao ti, the Firſt Emperor, reigned four Years, 


the Capital of the Province of Kigng nan, but 


he enjoy'd not long the Fruits of his Crimes; he 
was diſtinguiſh'd more for Learning than Military 
Actions: 


as Clay. One Day, being dreſs'd in a rich Habit ſet 
over with Jewels, all of a ſudden he order'd them 
to be beaten to Powder, ſaying they were 
nothing but to inſpire Luxury and Pride. 
at the Age of fifty-four, and was ſucceeded by * eld- 
eſt Son Von ti, 


You ti, » the Second Emperor, reigned eleven Years. 


HE began his Reign with 2 Law againſt the 
Continuation of the Mandarins in their Employments 
beyond the Term of three Years, and revived an an- 


cient Statute, which prohibited the Inter-marriages of 


Families of the ſame Name. 


At this time there appear'd a pretended Philoſo- 


That 
all Events in this World are the Effet of pure 
Chance; that after this Life the State of Mankind is 
the ſame with that of Beaſts ; and that the Soul dies 
with the Body. 

This impious Doctrine quickly receiv*d Confu- 
tation from many excellent Tracts, which were pub- 
liſh'd in the Works of the Learned. 


$140 


ood for 
He died 


He uſed to ſay, That if he govern'd = : 
Empire for ten Years he would make Gold as cheap 


Cycle 48, 
pher, whoſe Name was Fan tchiz, who vented moſt A.D. 454+) 
\ pernicious Tenets hitherto unheard of, viz. 
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Siao yuen, a politick and valiant Man, was raiſed 
to the Dignity of Prime Miniſter ; he trod in the 
Steps of his Predeceſſor, and ſhed the Blood of his 


Maſters to uſurp their Crowns. 


You li died at forty-five Years of Age, and Ming 


li, the Brother of the Founder of this Dynaſty, was 
advanced in his Room. | 


Ming ti, the Third Emperor, reigned five Years. 


40 T1, the Founder of the Dynaſty, thought 
It beſt to commit the Care and Education of his young 
Children to his Brother Ming ti, who placed them 
. ſucceſſively upon the Throne, but cut them off one 


after another in the ſhort ſpace of four Months, and 


'ſeiz'd the Crown. 
Ming ti died at forty 
Crown to his third Son Hoen heow: 


Hoen heou, the Fourth Emperor, reigned two Years, 


Years of Age, and left the 


THE Debaucheries and Cruelty of this Prince, 
his Contempt of wiſe Counſels, and 'the too great 
Sway he allow'd the Eunuchs, were ſo many Pre- 
tences for S iao yuen, under which to cloak his Paſſion 


ſor Reigning : He join'd the King of Leang, and when 
he had made himſelf Maſter of the Palace, ſet it on 


fire, and afterwards built another more magnificent; 
peror was dethroned, and at nineteen Years 
old kill'd by the Hands of the Prime Miniſter, and 
the Traitor placed Ho ti, this unfortunate Prince's Bro- 
ther, upon the Throne. | 


Ho ti, the Fifth Emperor, reigned one Tear. 
STAO YUEN's View, in placing, this young 


Prince on the Throne, would not ſuffer his long 


Continuance there, for at the Year's end he depriv'd 
him of his Life and Crown, which he ſeiz'd, and 
founded a new Dynaſty, | 


The 
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The Tenth Dyna, called B rb ba ; 
four Emperors in the Space of 55 Years, _ ) 


Kao tſou vou ti, the Firſt Emperor, reigned fo cal | 
eight Tears. a 


817 AO YUEN, who by his Crimes got 7 
ſion of the Imperial Throne, aſſumed the Nw 
of Kao tou vou di; he deſcended from the ancient Fa- 
mily of Siao ho, and was not without eminent Quali- 
ties, being active, laborious, and vigilant ; he ma- 
nag d all his Affairs himſelf, and dif patch'd them 
with wonderful Readineſs ; he was ird in ging, 
all the Sciences, particularly the Military Art, and 
was ſo ſevere upon himſelf, and fo thrifty, as tis 
faid, that the ſame Cap ſerved him three Tears; hs 
Fondneſs at laſt for the whimſical Conceits of the 
Bonzes, carry'd him fo far as to neglect intirely the 
Concerns. of the State, and to become in effect a 
Bonze himſelf: He put out an Edict forbidding to 
kill Oxen or Sheep even for the Sacrifices, and pr. 
pointed ground Corn to be offered inſtead of Beaſts. 

In the fifteenth Year of his Reign he laid Siege to the, 
City of Cheou yang in the Province of Chan ſi, which. 
laſted ten Years, and an incredible Number of Men. 
periſh'd in it by Sword and Famine. - - 

At this time happen'd the entire Ruin of the Em- 
pire of the North, called Guei; this vaſt Dominion 
was divided between two Sovereigns, one having the 
Eaſtern, the other the Weſtern Part, but at laſt it came 
into the Hands of the King of Ti and Tcheau :* The 
Empreſs of the North, named Hou, cauſed a Monaſtery. 
of vaſt Extent to be built, wherein a thouſand Bonzes 
might dwell, and gave it the Name of Long tebing, 

i. e. 
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L e. Perpetual Peace. For twenty-ſix Years the Em 
peror govern'd with Succeſs, till a Whim took hint 
to leave the Court, and live in the Temple of the 
Bonzes, where he bad his Head ſhaved, wore a coarſe 


Garment, and lived upon Herbs and Rice: The 
Grandees of the Empire went to fetch him out, and 


brought him back by force to his Palace, but this 


made no Alteration in him, for he {till continned to 
live after the manner of the Bonzes, Accordin 

to the Doctrine of Tranſmigration of Souls, he could 
not put any Criminal to death, tho” ever ſo much de- 
ſerving of it, ſo that this Impunity increas'd Licen- 


tiouſneſs, and produced infinite Murders and Rob- 


beries; Ken omen, the Prime Miniſter, being grieved 
that he was forc'd to ſerve an Uſurper, refuſed all 
Nouriſhment, and ſtarv'd himſelf; a kind of Death 
1 among the Chineſe ; when the Report 
of his Death came to the Emperor's Ears, he cry'd 
out, Dort I bold ny Crown from God? Am I be- 
bolder to the Grandees of the Empire? What Reaſon 
then bad this miſerable Man to deſtroy himſelf = 

" Hon king, who was King of Ho nan, and the Em- 
peror's Vaſſal, revolted ſudderily, and making him- 


ſelf Mafter of Nan king, ſeiz d the Emperor, who 


appearing before his Conqueror with a firm and 
ſteddy Countenance, and without the leaſt Token of 
Concern, the Rebel, tho' naturally ſtout, was ſcarce 
able to look his Maſter in the Face, and ſo moved, 
that the Sweat ran down in Drops; I could not bave 


believed, ſaid he, that it was jo difficult to reſiſt a Poet 


which Heaven has eſtabliſb'd; ſo that he durſt not 
imbrue his Hands in the Blood of the old Man, but 
contented himſelf to ſtarve him by degrees, by cutting 
off ſome Part of his Suſtenance every Day. There were 
great Encomiums made at this time on the filial Af- 

jon of a young Man fifteen Years of Age, call'd 
Ve furn, whoſe Father being condemn'd for Of- 
fences committed in his Magiſtracy, Ke fuen, as ſoon 
bf + S : 48 
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as he was inform'd thereof, went and threw himſelf 
at the Feet of the Prince, intreating him with Tears 
to accept the Offer he made of ſuffering; in his Fa- 
ther's ſtead; the Prince examin'd him ſtrictly, to 
know if he was in earneſt, and if he made this Of. 
fer of his own accord; but when he was aſſured of 
the Sincerity of his Reſolution, in conſideration o 
ſuch remarkable Tenderneſs, he pardon'd the Father, 
and conferr'd a Title of Honour upon the Son, 
which yet he conſtantly refuſed for this Reaſon, 
Becauſe the Title wherewith he was honour'd would 
continually call to mind his Father's: Faults; EA 


Kao tfou vou ti calling for a little Honey to take Cyde 49. 
away the bitter Taſte he had in his Mouth, and be- A. D. 34% 


ing deny'd it, he died immediately, at fourſcore and 
fix Years of Age, and was ſucceeded by his third Son 
Ken ven ti. 6 i alt i A 


Kien ven ti, the Second Emperor, reigned three Years. _ 


Heou king did not ſuffer this Emperor to fit long 
upon the Throne, for he ſeiz'd his Yerſon- in the ſe- 
cond Year of his Reign, and murder'd him, aſ- 
ſuming the Title of Emperor, but hardly preſervd 
it one Year. Kien ven ti, when kilPd, was forty- 
nine Years of Age, and was ſucceeded by Auen ti the 
ſeyenth Son of the Founder of the Dynaſt 7. 

Yuen ti, the Third Emperor, reigned three Yeats. 

TCHIN PA SIEN, being Sovereign of a 
ſmall Principality, and at the ſame time Prime Mi- 
niſter of the Empire, went and attack*d Hou Wy, 
and cut off both him and his Army: This Prin 
Miniſter alſo revolted in his turn, and laid Siege to 
Nan king, where the Emperor reſided, who was ta. 
ken up with the Vagaries of the Sect of Lao kinny 
of which he was ſottiſhly fond; at the News of this 
Revolt he took Arms, and went round the Walls 
of the City, but ſeeing all was given over. * oo 

| roke 
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broke his Sword, and burnt his Library, which con- the 
fiſted of 140000 Volumes, ſaying, There was an him 
end, for the future, both of the Sciences and Mili- MY - * 
tary Art. After this the Rebel made himſelf Ma- 
ſter of the City, and Juen ti, mounted on a white # 
Horſe, went and ſurrendered himſelf into the Hands Cr. 
of his Conqueror, who ſlew him at the Age of forty- MW 
ſeven, and King ti his-ninth Son ſucceeded him. pro 


| King ti, the Fourth Emperor, reigned two Years,” det 


IN the thirteenth Year of the Cycle this Prince the 

was advanced to the Imperial Dignity, which he held bea 
not above two Years, the Murderer of his Father the 
- diſpatching him likewiſe when he was yet but ſixteen Th 

Years old; with this Prince fell the Dynaſty of L. '*{ 

ang, and Tchin pt fien, the Founder of the Dynaſty for 

of Tchin, made himſelf Maſter of the Empire, ta. if 
king the Name of Kao ſſou vou ti: In the ſame Yeu hir 
the Emperor of that Part of the North, called Tcheon, WM 
cauſed all the Temples of the Bonzes, and their Idols, 
to be burnt. | 
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"The Eleventh Dynaſth, called Tehin, which b _ 
| ve Emperors in the Space of 33 Years. 1 


- Kao tſo vou ti, the Firſt Emperor, reigned 3 Tears, I by 


THIS new Emperor was deſcended from Tebis to 
cube, the famous General, who diſtinguiſh'd him- for 
ſelf by his glorious Actions in War, under the fifth 8 
Houſe of Han; he was a Lover of Learning, and 
fond of the Bonzes; but Death in a little time de- 

priv'd him of that Crown, which he had obtained by Pe 
a double Murder, for he wore it no longer than three de. 
Years, dying in the fifty-ninth of his Age, wy ge: 
> : : s 2 


Crna, Sn 2 T. deten 


the ſixth a the * Ver ti his Bacher 
him. 


Ven ti, he Second Emperor, 7 [rear Fears,” | 


VEN TH lived always privately, without con- 
cerning himſelf in Affairs till the Moment he was 
made Emperor; but it was ſoon perceiv'd he had the 
proper Qualities of a great Prince, by the Affection 
he bore to his Subjects, and the Trouble he took in 
determining their Lawſuits himſelf, and bringing 


them to a ſpeedy Iſſue: He ordered a Drum to 


beat within the Palace to diſtinguiſh each Hour of 
the Night, which Cuſtom is obſerved to this Day. 
The ſmall Merit he diſcerned in his Son made him 
reſolve to chooſe the King of Man iching, his Brother, 
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for his Succeſſor in the Empire; but the Prime Mi- 


niſter and Grandees making ſtrong Repreſentations to 


him againſt it, he alter'd his Intention. 
The Emperor of that Part of the North called 
Tcheou, ed at this time an ancient Cuſtom, 


which was to maintain at the publick Charge thoſe - 
Perſons advanced in Years, who had done im n 


Service to the State. 


Ven li was forty-five Years old when he died, and 
his Son Ling hai vang ſucceeded him, 


Ling hai vang, he Third Emperor, reigned 200 Years. 


THIS Prince, after a ſhort Reign, was depoſed 5 


by his Uncle the King of Man zching ; he died ſoon 
aſter at nineteen Vears of Age, and Suen ti, Nephew 
to the Founder of the Dynaſty, made hus way by 
force to the Throne. 


Suen ti, the Fourth Emperor, reigned fauna Years, 


THIS Prince was of a ſweet and agreeable Tem- 
per, and his chief Delight was Muſick, to which he 
dedicated a conſiderable Part of his Time: The Sa- 
ges, or Philoſophers, had always caſy Accels to him, 

V 01. I X Cc and 
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© and he loved and protected them; one Day out 
of an intereſted View, they ſent one of their Vaſlals 
with Preſents of great Value to him, but he, 
to check their Ambition, order'd them to be burnt 
in his P . The Emperor of the North having 
promoted Tung kien to the Dignity of Prime Mini- 
Ret, and given his Daughter to that Miniſter's Son | 
in Marriage, not long after made him Sovereign of K. 
the Principality of Souy: Which Honours and 
Preferments render d him ſo powerful, that in 2 
few Years he was in a Capacity to conquer all "T 
China. 

Suen ti died in the thirty-ninth Year of the Cycle, 
and the forty-ſecond of his Age, his Son Tchang tching 
kong ſucceeding him. 1. 8 

Tchang tching kong, the Fifth Emperor, reigned 
: ſeven Tears. 

THIS Prince was no ſooner inveſted with Sove- 
reign Power, but he plunged himſelf into the moſt 
criminal Exceſſes : Zang kien, who had rendered 
himſelf very powerful in the North, being informed 

of his luxurious and effeminate way of Living, took 
upon him the Title of Emperor, and advancing to- 
wards the South with a numerous 2 croſſed the 
River Yan — kiang without the leaſt Oppoſition, 
and enter Imperial City of, Nan king in Tri- 
umph ; Tchang tching kong, judging it worſe than 
Death to fall into his Enemy's Hands, threw himſelf 
into a Well, from whence he was taken out alive ; but 
was drove from the Throne which he had diſgrac'd, 
and reduced to a private Condition the remaining 
Part of his Life, which was four and twenty Years, 
being fifty-two Years old when he died. 

Yang kien took the Name of Kao t/ou ven ti, and 
became the Founder of a new Dynaſty. 


1 
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_ WAS the arp wen Vear of the Cycle when 

this Prince ſeized the Throne: The Rivet Zang 
e kiang had parted the Northern and Southern Em- 
pires for 300 Years, and ſerv'd as a Boundary to 
ach; but in the Year fiſty- four theſe Dominions 
were reunited under the new Emperor, who deſcend- 
ed from a noble Family, which performed great 
Services to the Fifth Houſe of Hay ; his folid and 
penetrating Judgment made amends for his Want of 
Learning, and his admirable Temperance and Love 
of his People gain'd him their Eſteem and Confi- 
dence 3 he reformed the ancient Muſick, and com- 
manded the Learned to uſe in their Compoſitions no- 
thing but ſound Reaſoning, avoidibg all Rhetorical + 
Flouriſhes as vain Ornaments, fit only to flatter the 
Ear, and enervate Eloquencez he cauſed allo __ 
publick- Granaries to be „ bulle-4 in all Towns, and 
ordered each F amily, in proportion to their Sub- 
ſtance, to furniſh every Year a ceftain Quantity of 
Rice and Corn for the Support of the Poor in time 
of Scarcity : He publiſh'd likewiſe an Edict ma- 
king it Capital to ſteal the Value of Eight Pence; at 
terwards, upon the Repreſentations that were made to 3 
him, he aboliſhed this Law, but was inexorable to- 1 
and WI wards the Judges who received Bribes. 4 

Laſt of all he ordered Merchants and Mechanicks Cyde e 50. 
to be excluded from publick Commands, and tho? A.D. 604. 
be knew his eldeſt Son to be a Perſon of mean Ca- 

L | . pacity, 


* 
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"oj Tele“ Dynaſty, called Souy, which bad 

5 three Emperors in the Space f 29 Tears. 1 
On 5 
of | Kao tſou ven ti, the Firſt Emperor, reigned fifteen . 
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; pacity, yet he pitch'd upon him for his Succeſſor : 


This Preference ſo exaſperated his ſecond Son Yay Pls 
ti, that he murdered his Father in the ſixty-fourth of. 
Year of his Age, and the firſt of the Cycle; with 7703 
the ſame Barbarity he treated his Brother, whom he yin 
look'd upon as his Rival, and by this double Mu. cro 
der attained the Throne. | 50 
Yang ti, the Second Emperor, reigned thirteen Years, ] 


THO' this Prince had very valuable Qualitis ﬀ 1 
yet he was univerſally blamed for his Luxury and Ye 
Prodigality : Having removed his Court from the H of 4 
Province of Chen fi to that of Ho nan, he cauſe ther 
two publick Granaries of prodigious Largeneſs to d Vas 
built, and a Park to be made fifteen Leagues in Cir. fetc 
cumference, with ſtately Palaces and magnificent Ga-! 
dens, where he took the Air on Horſeback, accom 
pany'd by a great number of his Women, who pe. 
form'd Conſorts of Vocal and Inſtrumental Muſt 
His Fame drew many foreign Princes to his Cour, MW end 
who came to throw themſelves under his Protection: pet. 
He forbad his Subjects to carry Arms, a Trick d lo. 
State which is {till in uſe; he alſo repaired the Gre Y 

Wall which divides China from Tartary, employing . 
tis faid, a Million of Men about it: He was ſo 1 
tent upon the Advancement and Progreſs of the 
Sciences, that he commiſſioned an hundred of te 7; 
moſt learned Men to reviſe and reprint, after th: 
manner practiſed in thoſe Days, all the Books which | 
treated of War, Politicks, Phyſick, and Husbandry: 
He eſtabliſhed the Degree of Doctor, whereby Sol 
diers, as well as Men of Letters, might be capact P 
tated for Civil and Military Employments: He at 
tacked the Coreans both by Sea and Land, but thi 
Expedition was without Succeſs ; yet coming upon them 
again, he forc'd them to ſend Ambaſſadors to im- ſhe 
plore his Clemency in quality of his Vaſſals. In v 27 
ſiting the Southern Provinces of the Empire, he # Ch 
| | N "= 2 00M 
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rived at Yang tcheou, a Town in the Province of 
Kang nan, where he was aſſaſſinated at chirty-nine Years 
of Age by a contemptible Fellow, whoſe Name was 
Hoa kie. Li yuen, one of the petty Sovereigns, ha- 


ving aſſembled an Army of 12,000 Men, placed the 
Crown upon the Head of Kong ti, the young Son of 


the Emperor Kao tſou ven ti. 
Kong ti, the Third Emperor, reigned one Year. 


THIS Prince was depoſed by Li yuen the ſame. 
Year wherein he made him Emperor. The ſecond Son 
of Li yuen, at the Head of an Army raiſed by his Fa- 


ther, made himſelf Maſter of the Palace; and as he 
was viewing the Magnificence and Riches thereof, he 
fetch'd a deep Sigh,” and ſaid, ©* No, ſuch a ſtately 
Edifice muſt not be 


< F: * 4 
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permitted to ſtand any longer, 


8 


it is good for nothing but to ſoften the Spirit of a 


“ Prince, and vitiate his Inclinations; and ſo or- 


dered it immediately to be burnt to Aſhes. Thus 
ended the Dynaſty Souy, which is the laſt of the five 
petty Dynaſties. Li yuen was the Founder of the fol- 
a0 li. 


The Thi rteenth Dynaſty, called Tang, which had | 
twenty Emperors in the Space of 289 Years. 


Chin yao ti, the Firſt Emperor, reigned g Years. 
HE 


Lao kiun, by erecting 
Chief of that Sect. 
i C c 2 


lowing Dynaſty, and reigned by the Name of Chin 


began his Reign with an Act of Clemency, 
| which expreſſed the Mildneſs of his future Go- 
vernment ; he abated the Rigour of Penal Laws, and 
moderated the Taxes ; but, on the other hand, he 
ſhewed himſelf too favourable to the Doctrine of 
a Temple in honour of the 
In the ſixteenth Year of the 3 
cle 
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cle he reduced all the Rebels to his Obedience, and 
thereby enjoyed the quiet Poſſeſſion of this vaſt 
| Monarchy. *T was he who enacted that one Ounce of 
Copper bond be coined into ten Pieces of Money, 
with theſe two Words, Te N PA o, impreſt up- 
on them, This was the current Money of China, and 
is in uſe at this Time: By the Advice of his 
Prime Miniſter, called Fan que, he enjoyned 100,000 
Bonzes to marry, in order to multiply, and in length 
of Time to furniſh Troops for the Augmentation of 
his Armies, In the twenty-third Year of the Cycle he 
abdicated the Crown in favour of his ſecond Son, 
called Tai ſong, and declared him Emperor, He 
died nine Years after, in the ſeyentieth Year of his Age, 


Tai tſong, the Second Emperor, reigned 23 Years. 


In the twenty-fourth Year of the Cycle Tai ſſong 
began his Reign; he was eſteemed by the Chine/e as 
one of the greateſt Emperors China ever had ; they 
Praiſe him above all for his Wiſdom, and the eaſy 
Acceſs to his Perſon, which he allowed to all who 
were capable of giving him diſcreet Counſels, or 
had Courage enough to advertiſe him of his Faults: 
So great was his Temperance and Frugality, that he 
ſuffered no more than eight Diſhes of Meat to be 

| ſerved up to his Table, and drove almoſt all the Con- 
cubines out of the Palace: But that which crowned 
the Happineſs of this Prince was, that in his Reign 
the Chriſtian Religion gained Footing in his Empire, 
as appears by the Sap; He cauſed the beſt Books 
to be brought from all Parts, and became, in ſome 
reſpects, the Reſtorer of the Sciences, by the Care he 
took to re-inſtate in his Palace an Academy for Lite- 
rature; wherein were reckoned 8000 Scholars, and 
amongſt" them many Sons of foreign Princes: He 
provided them with able Maſters, and of theſe he 
appointed eighteen of the moſt Ingenious to overlook 
their Studies: He foynded allo a Military Academy, 


where 


where Archery was taught, and he himſelf often af- 
ſiſted at theſe Exerciſes. It was not at all agreeable. 
to the Miniſters that the Emperor frequented this A. 

cademy; they repreſented to him the U ing. 
neſs, as well as the Danger that might accrue there 
to his Perſon, “ I look upon my ſelf in my Em- 
+ pire, anſwered Tai ſong, as a Father in his Fa- 
« mily, and I love my Subjects as my Children; 
* what have I then to fear? This Affection for 
his Subjects made him ſay, That he wiſhed his Peo- 
ple to have always plenty of the common Neceſſa- 
ries of Life: Adding, That the Welfare of the 
Empire depends upon the People: An Emperor 
„who fleeces his People to enrich himſelf, is like 
% Man who cuts off his own Fleſh to ſupply his 

« Stomach, which is filled, tis true, but in a ſhort _ 


time his whole Body muſt periſh. How many 


« Emperors have owed their Ruin to their Ambition! 
„What Expences were they at to maintain it] and 
„what heavy Taxes were charged upon the 3p 
„People to ſupply thoſe Expences! When the Pea» 

* ple are rack d and oppreſſed, what becomes: of 
the Empire? Is it not upon the Brink of Deſtruc- 
« tion? and what is the Emperor if the Empire 
„ periſh? Theſe are the Reflections, continued he, 
that ſerved to regulate my Deſires.” He forbad the 
Magiſtrates to receive Preſents upon pain of Death, and 
to be ſatisfied that his Orders were obeyed, he made 
a Tryal upon a Mandarin, by a Man whom he had 
ſuborned to make him a Preſent; the Mandarin re- 
ceived it, and the Emperor being informed thereof 
condemned him to Death. Upon this the Prime Mi- 
niſter ſpake to him, © Great Prince | Your Sentence 
is juſt, and the Mandarin deſerves Death; but 
% you, who have decoyed him into this Fault which 
e he has committed, are you altogether innocent, and 
do not you partake of his Crime?“ This Remon- 
ſtrance had its Effect, and oe. Emperor e 0 

C 4 | * 
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| Offender.” In the Lear following one of the great Crit 
Mandarins of War received likewiſe a Garment of 
Silk as a Preſent; the Emperor, who was told of pra. 
it, ſent him immediately a Quantity of the ſame Stuff; 
the Courtiers, Who ſaw this, could not conceal their 

' Reſentment, and cryed out, This Mandarin de- 66] 
«ſerves a Puniſhment, and not a Reward.” The 6 
Emperor replied, The Confuſion wherewith he 

« will be ſtruck, will be to him a Pain more ſevere en 

c than the ſharpeſt Puniſhment : Theſe Stuffs, which 66. 


« 1] ſent him, are ſo far from contributing to his Ho- Gi: 
* nour, that they will continually reproach him with MW © 
& his Crime. Whenever the Country was E:, 
threatned with Scarcity, Drought, or immoderate 6 
Rains, after the Examples of the ancient Emperors, * 


he publiſhed an Edict, by which he ordered his Miſ- MW *© 
- carriages to be ſignified to him, that he might take A 
Care to reform them, and appeaſe the Wrath of fs 
Heaven, He gave no heed to Sooth-ſayers ; for one ry 
Day as the Storks were building their Neſts in his 2 
Preſence, they ſtood and clapped their Wings; his 
Miſtreſſes teſtified their Joy, becauſe the fluttering of W re 
their Wings portended him ſome unexpected good co 
Luck; the Emperor ſmil'd at their Diſcourſe, and W. 
ſaid, Choui ſſai te hien, what ſignifies it? A happy th 
Omen for me is to have wiſe Men about me, and ju 
immediately ordered the Neſt to be deſtroyed. In the ſe- MW th 
cond Year of his Reign the Fields were covered with Ir 


Ut Locuſts, which by the Havock they made threatned MW tt 
a general Famine. ©* Miſchievous Inſects,“ cried the fe 
Emperor with a deep Sigh, in ruining the Crop Jt 
you deſtroy the Lives of my People. Alas! I had al 
rather you would devour my own Bowels, ** and p 
at theſe Words ſwallowed a Locuſt alive. In reading tl 
the Books of Phyſick, compoſed by the Emperor £ 

Hoang ti, he found that when a Man's Shoulders are 
bruiſed or hurt, the vital Parts within are injured - 


thereby; from that time he made a Law that no 
ES Cri- 


Criminal ſhould be baſtinado'd upon the Back, but 
upon the lower Parts, after the manner that is now 


practiſed throughout the whole Empire. He uſed to 


lay, ** That an Emperor is like an Architect; when 

« a Fabrick is well built and grounded upon ſo- 
lid Foundations, if the Architect attempts any 
“ Alterations, he expoſes it to certain Ruin : Tis 
« the ſame with the Empire, when once it is well 
C eſtabliſhed, and govern'd by good Laws, care muſt: 
ce be taken not to introduce any Innovation. Tis a 
« common Proverb, faith he another time, that an 
Emperor is feared by every body, and has nothing 
« to be afraid of himſelf. This is not my Senti- 
“ ment, I always ſtand in awe both of the Obſerva-/ 
„tion of the Emperor of Heaven, whom nothing 
can eſcape, and of the Eyes of my Subjects, which 
« are continually fixed upon me. Tis for this that; 
« watch every Moment over my ſelf, that I may 
« do nothing but what is agreeable to the Will of 
God, and to the Deſires of my People. vb Þ 7 
To comfort his People in a time of Drought he 
releaſed the Priſoners, and granted a general Pardon, 
confeſſing nevertheleſs that this was an Indulgence, 
whereof a Prince ought to be very ſparing, for fear: 
that the Impunity of the Wicked might prove a Pre- 
judice to the Publick, and that he ought to root out 
the Tares, leſt they ſhould damage the good Corn; 
In the ſeventh Year of his Reign he went in Perſon to 
the publick Priſons, in which were. 390 capital Of- 
fenders ; he ſet them all at Liberty, but with an In- 
junction to return thither after Harveſt, which they: 
all to a Man did at the appointed Time. The Em- 
peror was ſo ſurprized at their Exactneſs in keeping 
their Word, and ſo highly delighted therewith, that he 
granted them all their Lives and Libertix. 
The Chineſe Annals report, that in the eighth Lear 
of this Reign there came to China Ambaſſadors from 
foreign Nations, whoſe Air, Shape, and Habits were 
al:ogether ſtrange to the Chineſe, who had never = 
che 
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the like before, and the Emperor himſelf rejoiced 
that in his Reign Men with fair Hair and blue Eyes 
arrived in the Empire It is certain that theſe 
Strangers were thoſe whoſe Names we read upon a 
Stone Monument, found in 1625 at Sin ngan fou, in 
the Province of Chen fi, on which you ſee the Croſs, 
an Abſtract of the Chriſtian Law, — — with the 
Names of ſeventy two Preachers of this Law, en- 
_— in Syriack Characters, and a Date — 

Year of the Reign of Tai ſong. In the 
King Library is preſerved an old Arabian Manu- 
ſcript, wherein we ind that at this very Time the 
Catholick Patriarch of the Indies ſent Preachers of the 
Goſpel into China, who were honourably received 
in the Imperial City, and conducted thither by Fan 
Riuen ling, Prime Miniſter of the Empire: About 
this — "the Emperor made choice of thirteen Per- 
ſons, moſt eminent for Merit and Integrity, to 
viſit all Parts of his Empire, and gave them full 
Power to execute Juſtice, and to puniſh ſeverely thoſe 
Governors of Towns, and Viceroys of Provinces, 
whoſe Conduct deſerved it. In — tenth Year of 
his Reign he was deeply affected with the Loſs of 
the Empreſs, whoſe Name was Tchang jun : She was 
a Princeſs of ſingular Diſcretion, joined with a. Ca- 
pacity not common among thoſe of her Sex: It 
was obſerved, that while he lived there was not one 
of the great Number of Officers, who ferved in the 
Palace, that ſuffered ſevere Puniſhment, which 1s a 
thing almoſt without Example. The Emperor, being 
diſguſted with the frequent and troubleſome Admoni- 
tions of his Prime Miniſter Guei tching, forbad him his 
Preſence ; the Empreſs, who was informed of it, wk 
on immediately her richeſt Dreſs, and went to 
Husband, to whom ſhe ſaid, ** Prince, I have often 
heard that when an Emperor has Wiſdom and Sa- 
„ gacity, his Subjects have Honeſty, and fear not to 
6s 8 the Truth. Lou have a Ni * that 
f 60 WS 
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d knows not how to diſſemble; by this I judge af 
es your Wiſdom, and how much it deſerves td be 
ſe | © admired, therefore I am come to expreſs my Satif- 
a faction, and to wiſh you Joy.” This Compliment 
in I appeaſed the Emperor, and the Miniſter was reſtored 
s, to favour: This Princeſs compaſed a Book divided 
he into thirty Chapters, concerning the Manner of Beha- 
n- viour towards Women: The Emperor holding this 
Book in his Hands, and melting in Tears, “See, 
he „ ſays he, the Rules that ought to be obſerved 
u- « in all Ages. I know, added he, that my Afflic- 
he tion proceeded from God, and cannot be remedied; 
he but when | reflect upon the Loſs of fo faithful and 
ed « ſo excellent a Companion, and that I am for ever 
an depriv'd of her good Caunſels, is it poſſible for 


ut * me to refrain from Tears?” He was willing to 
r- leave an eternal Monument af his Grief, and to 
to that end raiſed a ſtately Tomb far more magnificent 
ull than that which he built for his Father, who died the 
fe Year before. 25 
es, One Day being with his Prime Minifter upon an 
of Eminence, from whence they might have a View of 
of this Mauſoleum, and taking particular Notice of it to 
as him, the Prime Miniſter pretending he did not un- 
a- derſtand him, faid, Prince, I thought you ſhewed' 
It me the Sepulchre of your Father; as for that of 
ne your Spouſe, I ſaw it long ago.“ At this Dif- 

he courſe the Prince ſhed Tears, and ſtung with the ſe- 

a cret Reproach of his Prime Miniſter, he ordered the 
Ng Mauſoleum to be demoliſhed. 78 

u- In the eleventh Year of his Reign he took in- 

lis to the Palace a young Girl of fourteen, named Von 

ut chi, endowed with extraordinary Beauty, and the moft 
er 
en 
a= 
to 
at 
vs 


agreeable Wit: This is ſhe who afterwards uſurped 
the Sovereign Power, and tyrannifed over the Em- 
dire. In the twelfth Year the Emperor permitted the 
Chriſtian Law to be preached in his Empire; he al- 
otted a Piece of Ground in the Imperial City 4 build 
ereon 


hr 
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| thereon a Temple to the True God. Guei tching, the 

| Prime Miniſter, died in the Year ſeventeen, extreme- 


ly regretted by the Emperor. This Prince wrote an 
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Encomium upon him himſelf, and cauſed it to be en- 
graved on his Tomb, and afterwards turning to his 
Courtiers, ſaid, We have three Sorts of Mirrors; 
One is of Steel, which ſerves the Ladies for to dreſs 
<< their Heads, and ſet themſelves out. The ſecond, 
4 Which 1 call ſo, are Books of Antiquity, wherein 
<. we read of the Riſe, Progreſs, and Fall of Em- 
<6 pires. The third are Men themſelves ; by a little 


Study of whoſe Actions we ſee what to ſhun, and 


hat to practiſe. I had this laſt Mirror in the 
* Perſon of my Prime Miniſter, which to my Miſ- 


fortune I have loſt, deſpairing to find ſuch an- 


<<: other,” 3 


told them, A Prince has but one Heart, and this 
«© Heart is continually beſieged by thoſe about him: 


« Some attack him by the Love of vain Glory, 


% which they endeavour to inſpire into him; others 
* by Luxury and Pleaſures ; ſome by Careſſes and 
<<. Flattery ; others have Recourſe to Subtlety and 
Falſhood in order to impoſe upon him, and all 
5 theſe Arts they make uſe of, aim at nothing but to 
inſinuate into the good Graces of the Prince, to gain 
his Favour, and to be advanced to the high Offi- 


ces and Dignities of the Empire: For one Mo- 


„ment that a Prince ceaſes to watch over his Heart, 
«© what has he not to fear?” 


At the Ageof twenty one he married the Daughter 


of his Prime Miniſter, called Sin hoei, and gave her 
the Title of Sage. This Princeſs was celebrated for 
her admirable Genius, and Skill in the Chineſe Sciences; 


tis faid that at four Months old ſhe began to ſpeak, 


at four Years ſhe got by Heart the Books of Confu- 
cus, and at eight Years old ſhe made learned Com- 
poſitions upon all ſorts of Subjects: Thus much is 
. | | certain, 


Another time that he entertained his Courtiers, he 


wa \- 


_— 9. TT. 
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certain, that ſne employed almoſt all her Time in 


Reading. | 


The Emperor had Thoughts of ſending a formi- 


dable Army to reduce the Coreans, who had reyolted, 


but his Death intervening that Expedition was de- 
ferred to another Time: Tis ſcarce credible what 
Diligence and Care this Prince took for the Educa- 
tion of his Children; every Object ſerved as a Mat- 


ter for their Inſtruction: If, for inſtance, he was 


cating Rice, he made them ſenſible how much Sweat 
and Toil this Rice coſt the poor Labourers: One 
Day as he was failing with them upon the Water, 


Tou ſee, my Children, ſays he, that this Boat is ſup» 


ported by the Water, which at the ſame time can 


ba | ; 
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&« overwhelm it; conſider that the People reſemble the 


Water, and the Emperor the Boat“. 


The Year before his Death he gave his Succeſſor 
the twelve following Advices, which he expreſſed in 


and all its Inclinations. Promote none but Per- 
“ ſons of Merit into Places and Dignities. Encou- 
rage wiſe Men to come to your Court. Watch 
& over the Conduct of Magiſtrates. Drive Slanderers 
« from your Preſence. Be an Enemy to Pomp. 
Keep good CEconomy. Let your Rewards and Pu- 
<« niſhments be proportionable to Merit and Crimes. 
% Have ſpecial Regard to the Encouragement of A- 
&« griculture, Art Military, Laws and Learning. 


Search among the former Emperors for Models to 


« form your Government upon, for I do not de- 
« ſerve to be regarded as ſuch, having made too ma- 
« ny Slips while I govern'd the Empire. Have an 


Eye always upon the moſt perfect Pattern, with- - 


% out which you will never keep a juſt Medium, 


<« wherein Virtue conſiſts. Laſtly, Take Care that 


« the Splendor of your Rank puff you not up with 
«© Pride, and that you indulge not your ſelf 8 
| % Plea» 


twenty-four Characters. Govern well your Heart 


Fax 


give her the Name of Tien heou, i. e. The 


the Crown ſhould fall to her Brother's Children, and 


« Pleaſures of a voluptuous Life, for ſo you will ruin 


& both the Empire and your ſelf.” 


J ſong died in the forty-lixth Year of the Cycle, 


and the fifty-third of his Age; in the Year follow 


ing his Son Kao Long was acknowledged Emperor. 
Kao tſong, the Third Emperor, reigned 34 Years. 


_HE had reigned five Years when he fell in love 
with Veu chi, the young Girl which I mentioned be- 


fore, and whom Tai t/ong had placed in his Seraglio. 


She was retired to a Monaſtery of Bonzeſles ; the 


Em went himſelf to fetch her out, and conduct- 


ed her to his Palace. A little after, under pretence 
he had no Male Iflue, he put away the Empreſs and 
one of the Queens, in ſpite of the Remonſtrance of kis 
Miniſters, who road it with all their might. You 
chi was then placed the Throne, neverthe- 
leſs ſhe v'd that the Emperor had not for- 
the divorced Princeſſes; and incenſed thereat 
ſhe cauſed their Hands and Feet to be cut off, and 
in ſome Days aſter their Heads likewiſe. Scarce had 
ſhe committed theſe bloody Actions, but ſhe fancied 


herſelf purſued Day and ight by the Ghoſts of theſe 
Princeſſes, as by ſo many Furies ready to fall upon 
her : The Fright ſhe was in made her ſhift her 


Place continually ; nevertheleſs the Emperor was ena- 


mour d more and more with this unworthy Object 
of his Love. | a 

He was infatuated to that Degree, as to put the 
Government of the Empire into her Hand, and to 
0 Queen of 
5 Ag a Title of Honour till then unheard of in 

na. 

This cruel Princeſs no ſooner ſaw herſelf inveſted 
with Sovereign Power, but ſhe made the firſt Uſe 
of it in poiſoning her eldeſt Son, with a Deſign that 


by 
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by that means to ſettle her Family u a the Throne, 
but ſhe did not obtain that Satis faden. 


In the ſixteenth Year of the new Cycle, the Go Ciera ; 
rlans ſubmitted, and did their Homage in the ac- A. D. das. 


cuſtomed Manner. This Emperor was favourable to 
the Chriſtian Religion, as appears by the Stone Mo- 
nument mentioned above; Churches were built for 
the Service of the true God, and the Faith was 
preach'd in the Provinces : One of the Miſſionaries; 
whoſe Name was Olo E had a Title of Honour 
copfetred upon him. Kao tſong died at the Age of 
ſixty- ſix, and in the twentieth Year of the 9 
The cruel Von heou ſeized the Throne. 


Vou heou, the Uſurper, reigned 21 Tears. 


THIS Princeſs, as ſubtle as ſhe was cruel, re- 
ſolved to maintain her ſelf in all the Power which the 
late Emperor's Weakneſs had entruſted her with. To 
this end ſhe ſent away her Son, who was declared - 


| Heir of the Crown, and gave = a petty Sovereign- 


ty in the Province of Hou quang: In his room ſhe. 
placed her third Son, who was ry young, and had 
only the Name of Emperor. She began forthwith to 
rid her ſelf of all thoſe whom ſhe ſuſpected not to bs 
in her Intereſt, and in one Day put to Death a great 
many of the Heads of the chief Families of the Em- 
_ In the fifteenth Year of her Reign ſhe raiſed a 
erſecution againſt the Chriſtian Religion, which laſted 
fifteen Years: In the ſame Year the Prime Miniſter, 
called 7:4, had the Courage to make preſſing Inſtan- 
” to her in behalf of her Son, who was appointed 
by Kao t/ong to inherit the Crown, and whom ſhe 
had baniſhed theſe fourteen Years: The Reaſon which 
he gave was, that it is a thing unheard of that a 
Name, which did not belong to the Family, and which 
the Deſcendants would never acknowledge, ſhould be 
placed in the Hall of their Anceſtors. Then the 
Prince was recalled from Exile, and lived ſeven Tears 
in 
8 
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in the Eaſtern Palace till the Death of You bebu, be- E 

fore he aſcended the Throne, which came to paſs in 
the forty-firft Year of the Cycle, when this Princeſs 
died, aged eighty-one Years, vile - | ; 


Tchung tſong, the Fourth Emperor, reigned 5 Years. fle 


T Els Prince little deſerved the Throne, whereon ¶ up 
his Birth, the Tenderneſs of his Father Kao !/ong, and Fa 
the Courage of the Prime Miniſter had placed him; Eu 
He gave himſelf entirely up to Indolence and De- lact 
bauchery ; that he might not be interrupted in his tun 
Pleaſures, he depoſited his whole Authority in the day 
Hands of the Empreſs, whoſe Name was Guei, who N 
had been his faithful Companion in his Exile. This riſh 
Princeſs, by the perſuaſion of San ſe, Governor of His 
the Palace, would place his Son Chang upon the goc 
Throne: The Princes and petty Kings of China op- my 
poſed this Reſolution, and took up Arms on all ſides, for 
Tchung tſong died of Poiſon in the fifty-fifth Year of Sil 
his Age: Chang was immediately proclaimed Empe- dere 
ror ; but his Uncle, a petty Prince, at the ſame time ſore 
ſeized the Palace: The Empreſs was killed, together IM iis 
with her Daughter, and young Chang ſaved his Life ple, 
by ſurrendring himſelf to his Uncle's Diſcretion, and He 

delivering the Crown into his Hands. Fuy ſong, the I fort 
deceaſed Emperors Brother, ſucceeded him. whi 


Juy tſong, the Fifth Emperor, reigued two Years. 


The Shortneſs of this Prince's Reign ranks him a- I Scic 
mongſt thoſe of whom we have little to ſay. All Sole 
that is come to our Knowledge is, that he took Poſ- Ml /#ci: 
ſeſſion of the Empire in the forty-ſeventh Year of the iſ the 
Cycle, and died in the forty-eighth, fifty-five Years this 
— . zſang, his third Son, was declared his 2% 

ucceſſor. 


Hiuen Rel 


CHINA, CHINEst-TARTARY, fc. 4 
e- Hiuen tſong, the Sixth Emperor, reigned 44 Tears,” 

T HE good Nature of this Prince, his Diſcretion, 
ſingular Temperance, and Zeal for the Publick Good. 
gave preſently great Hopes of the Felicity of his Reign. - 

He became the Reſtorer of his Family, which was 
on upon the Brink of Ruin; but he committed one 
ad Fault almoſt irreparable, in promoting one of the 
m. Eunuchs, called Kao lie ſe, to be Maſter of the Pa- 
Ye. hace; without doubt he did not foreſee the Misfor- 
tunes which the Power of the Eunuchs would one 
day draw upon him and his Succeſſors. 21075 

The Chriſtian Religion began to recover and flou- 
riſh under this and the three ſucceeding Reigns. | 
Hiuen tjong looked upon Luxury as the Bane of Cycle ;2. 
good Manners, and declared himſelf an open Ene- A. D. 724. 
my to it, and publiſh'd an Edict forbidding to fiſh 
for Pearls. One Day he cauſed all the Gold and 
Silver Veſſels, together with all the Cloths imbroi- 
dered with Gold, to be brought out and burnt be. 
fore the Gate of the Palace, 1n order to reſtrain, by 
his own Example, the Extravagance of his Peo- 
ple, who ruin'd themſelves by their coſtly Expences, 

He eſtabliſhed in his Palace a College, conſiſting of 

forty of the moſt learned Doctors of the Empire; 

which Body of Men affords Hiſtoriographers, Viſitors 

of Provinces, Governors, Viceroys, Sc. He ſought 

out the ancient Books which treated of the Military 

n a- MW Science, and» had them reviſed for the training up of 

All Soldiers: He viſited one day the Houſe where Con- 

Poſ- Ml ficius was born, and honoured that great Man with 

the the Title of King of Learning: It was wiſhed that 

rears this Prince had complied with the Counſels which 

| his Ml en tchao his Prime Miniſter gave him; for in a 

Memorial which he preſented to him he adviſed him, 
among other things, to confer no publick Employ- 
ment upon the Eunuchs, to grant no Power to his 5 

liven Relations, to extirpate the idolatrous Sects of Foe and 

VoL. I. n Taso, 
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ſelf Maſter of a great Part of the North, had 
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Tao, Cc. but he gave no ear to theſe wiſe Counſels: 


or Sovereign the Generals of his Ar. 
222 r —— or done 
the greateſt Service to the State, tho* they were not of 
Imperial Blood. When he viſited his Empire he di. 
vided it into fifteen Provinces. | 
He placed in his Palace, with great Solemnity, the 
Statue of Lao kiun, Author of one of the Sects which 
are found in China, whoſe Diſciples, as well as the 
Bonzes, uſed to burn at Funerals Silk-Stuffs, and 
Ingots of Silver. The Emperor, by the Advice of 
his? Brother Van yu, altered this Cuſtom, and com. 
manded that for the future they ſhould burn none 
but Stuffs or Cloths made of Paper, which is ſtill in 
uſe among the Bonzes. It was almoſt thirty Year 
that the Empire enjoyed profound Peace, but it was 
at laſt diſturbed by freſh Inſurrections, and the Impe, 
rial Army was entirely defeated with the Loſs of 


50000 Men. 

8 peror knew nothing of all this, for the 
to . kept ſhut by the Eunuchs: 
The hief of the Rebels was a Lg Prince, Naz 
io chan, whom the Emperor, in ſpite of the Oppoſi- 
tion of his Miniſters, had raiſed to the higheſt Offices, 
and entruſted with the Command of his Troops: "This 


Traitor, imboldened by his Succeſſes, and ſeeing him- 


jr Em 3 was — firſt who honoured with a Title 


folence to aſſume the Fitle of Emperor There was 
Diſturbance within the Palace as well as without, for 
the Emperor divorced his Wife, put three of his Chil- 
dren to Death upon flight Grounds, and married his 
Daughter-in-law. As one Misfortune often draws 
another, ſo the Diſaſters which happened encouraged 
a Company of Robbers to get together, who attacking 
the Im _ Army routed it, and killed 40000 Men; 
the — was forced to fly, and retire into the Pro- 
vince of Se Se — © 


He So tlong, the Seventh Emperor, reigned fix Tears. _ 
u- TOWARDS the End of the thirty-third Year 
ne of the Cycle, Hinen gong made his injous Re. 
af treat, and So gon took Poſſeſſion of the Government, 
di- cho his Father was till living: He was a warlike 
Prince, who, with the help of his Prime Miniſter Ko 

the W 9% y, entirely overthrew the Army of Robbers, and 
uch WF diſperſed them. The Publick Tranquility was no 
the ſooner, ſettled, but he brought home his Father from 
and che Province of Se tebuen, and conducted him into 
e of WW the Palace with all the Honours due to his Rank; burt 
om. he did not long enjoy the Repoſe which his Son pro- 
one cured him, for he died inthe thirty-eighth of the Cycle, 
Un and the ſeventy-eighth of his Age. Nevertheleſs Near 
cars o chan the Palace of Tchany gan, and 
wa with the Riches, which he conveyed into the Province 
ape. of Ho nan, he bought an hundred Elephants and 

s of Wl Horſes, which had been taught to dance to the Sound 

. of Inſtruments, and to preſent to the Emperor a Cup 
the WW which they held in their Trunks. Nan lo chan had a 
chs: W mind to procure himſelf this Diverſion ; but as if theſe 
Va Beaſts had refuſed to acknowledge him for Emperor, in 

1* 


that they could never be drawn to do what he deſired, 
he was fo inraged that he ordered them to be killed 
the Spot. The Perfidiouſneſs of this Traitor, 
upon f this'T 
who made ule of his Maſter's Favour to ruin him, was 
not long unpuniſhed, for he was killed in his Bed by 
: Wa his own Son. The Parricide was murdered in his 
» for Wl turn by Se mong, General of the Army, who, being 
Chil WW defirous to make the youngeſt of his Children his 
d his WW Heir, was likewiſe killed by his eldeſt Son. 0 Yong 
Iraws WW died in the thirty-ninth Year of the Cycle, I 
raged WW the Crown to his Son Tai tong. OM 


(en; Tai tſong, the Zighth Emperor, reigned #7 Tears. 


Pro- T H E Beginning of this Reign proſpered very well 
by the Care of able Miniſters, 2 whom the 
80 D d 2 placed 
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| placed his Confidence ; the Rebels were forced to re. 
turn to their Obedience, and Peace was reſtored in 
the Empire: But it was of ſhort Continuance, for five 
of the moſt powerful Kings ſhook off the Yoke, and, 
refuſing to acknowledge the Emperor for their Maſter, 
pretended to reign abſolutely independent. 

A Mandarin called Fon hou t/ien, finding himſelf at 
the Point of Death, ordered his Head to be ſhaved 
after the manner of the Bonzes, whoſe Protector he 
was, and deſired to be interred according to their Ce- 

remonies : We ſhall ſee this Example afterwards co- 
pied by many Grandees of the Empire, in the nine- 
teenth Dynaſty. Fig 

In the eighth Year of this Reign more than 200000 
Tartars made an Irruption into the Empire, and forced 
the Emperor to fly : His Palace was plundered, and 
theſe Barbarians, loaded with immenſe Treaſures, re- 
tired into their own Country. The Emperor, with the 
Aſſiſtance of the famous Ko t/ou y, came back again to 
his Palace; the Elogium of this great General is to 
be ſeen upon the Stone-Monument which I ſpoke of 
more than' once ; there his Liberality is mentioned 
with Praiſe, and that he contributed much to his own 
Credit and Intereſt, by erecting Temples to the True 
God; ſome alſo conjecture that he had embraced 
Chriſtianity. The ſame Monument gives an account, 
that on the Day of our Saviour's Nativity the Em- 
or ſent rich Perfumes to the Church, and Fruits 

m his own Table to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
Tai tſong died in the fifty-third Year of his Age, and 
was ſucceeded by Te {/ong his eldeſt Son. 


Te tſong, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 25 Years.” 


THE Empire found no great Support from this 
Prince, for he paſſed his Time in trifling Employ- 
ments, was of a timorous Nature, extremely miſtruſt- 
ful, and ready to lend an Ear to Flatterers: He was 
applauded for refuſing to receive Preſents from Stran- 

| gers, 


Cnina Cu nEsE-TANT AR, Of, 
pers, which was look'd upon as a happy Omen : The 


beſt Augury I can have, ſays he, is 0 ſee Wiſe Men as 
bout me. He ſhewed one Sign of Diſintereſtedneſs, 


£ 
* 


which gained great Commendation: When a great 
Sum of Money was offered him, inſtead of receiving it 
he ordered it to be diſtributed among his Soldiers. 
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In the third Year of this Reign the famous Ko Cycle 5 47.4 
tou y, who had rendered ſuch important Service to A. P. 78% 


the Empire, died in the eighty-fifth Year of his Age; 
he had been Prime Miniſter under four E. 
and fo great was the Reputation of his Probity, that 
it was univerſally ſaid He had not his Equal for ma- 
ny Ages: Such Confidence was placed in this Mini- 
ſter, that it may be truly affirm'd, That the Fate of 
the reigning Family was in his Hands: Tho' he at- 


tained to the higheſt Honours, and had acquired im- 


menſe Riches, yet Envy it ſelf revered him, andihe 
never felt its Stroke, and tho* he kept a ſplendid 


Houſe, his Liberality exceeded his Magnificence. He 


left eight Children, who all made themſelves memo- 
rable by the Honour with which they. diſcharged the 
different Poſts their Merit had raiſed them to. Ching 
mourned three Years for this great Man, whom ſhe 
bewailed as her common Father. 

The Power of the Eunuchs became ſo formidable, 
and their Inſolence increaſed to ſo great a degree, that 
on all ſides there was nothing but Revolts talked of, 
and the Emperor was obliged to levy a great num- 
ber of freſh Troops to augment his Army, and to 
double the Taxes to maintain them : There was even 


a Tax laid upon Tea, which is the common Drink. 


of the Chineſe. Theſe extraordinary Impoſitions ex- 
aſperated all Perſons, and the extreme Poverty of the 
People occaſioned infinite Thefts and Robberies: By 
good Fortune the Imperial Arms were victorious every 
where, and the Rebels being defeated Peace was re- 
eſtabliſhed, and the People relieved. The Empe- 
ror at laſt attributed the Wars and Calamities to 
his own ill Deſtiny, and added, that part-of theſe 

Dd 3 Miſ- 
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Misfortunes was foretold him by the Aſtrologers: 


Li nie, his Prime Miniſter, made Anſwer, ** Prince, 
e leave this kind of Talk to the Ignorant and Vulgar, 


| « *tis not convenient for you and me to uſe. it; for 


according as we. govern the State well or ill, ſo we 
** rendef our on Deſtiny happy or unhappy.” This 


Prince died at the Age of ſixty-four, in the twenty- 


firſt Year of the Cycle; he had for his Succeſſor Chun 


 #/ong his Son. 


Chun tſong, be Tenth . reigned one Year. 
THERE was reaſon enough to ho * 4 


happy de under this new Emperor, but he 
ous 


a grievous Diſtemper, for which he co 
find no 1. abdicated the Crown, and delivered 
it to his Son Hien tſong. 


Hien tſong, the Eleventh Emperor, l 15 Nears. 


THIS Prince had wonderful Penetration, Under- 
ſtanding, and Skill in diſ-entangling and diſpatching 
the moſt difficult Affairs, and a Firmneſs of Mind, 
which no Conſideration could conquer, in carry 
on what he once undertook, and he gave ſolid P — 
of his Affection for his People in a time of Famine, 


by. opening his Treafures and publick Granaries 
in favour of the afflited Provinces : He ſent the 


Grandees of his Court to inform themſelves of the 
Condition of his People, and to relieve them in 

ion to their Want. In the thirty-ſixth Year of the 
Bycke, * the Finger- bone of the Idol Fer 
to be brou Rp from the Province of 


Chen ff : Th Chi Tribunal of Uses fironght 


oops this bags age Reſolution of .the Emperor, 


Idol — 44 be burnt; as they firmly perſiſted in 
their Determination, without regarding the Diſpleaſure 


of the Emperor, many of them were xe degraded, which 
is a common Puniſhment of the andarins of 


the * He fell into — © piece of Folly, 
which 


' 
i 
| 


that the execrable Remains of this 


8 Frs gg 


e 


enn 


which' coſt him his Life; for having ſought every 
where after the * ee. Liquor of Immortality, 
which the Sect of T0 promis'd, to which he was de- 
voted, the Eunuchs preſented this Drink to him, and 
if was believ*d that they poiſon'd him, for this unhap- 
py Prince, after he took it, dy'd ſuddenly at the 
Age of Forty-three, and his Son Mo tſong ſucceeded 
him. | as 
Mo tſong, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned 14 Years, 
THE Choice which the laſt Emperor made of 
his Son Mo lſong to ſucceed him, was at firſt oppoſed 
by certain- Lords, who had a Defign to place another 
Prince upon the Throne, but their Projects miſcarry- 
ing they were put to death; and now ſeeing himſelf: 
in quiet Poſſeſſon of the Crown, he granted, accord 
ing to Cuſtom, a general Amneſty, and by paying 
too much Deference to the Advice of ſome of his 
Courtiers, he had the Imprudence to disband Part of 
is Troops; the Hardſhips which theſe diſmiſſed Sol - 
diers underwent, obliged them to take Refuge among 
the Robbers, whoſe Number they increas d. It was 
under this Prince that the Imperial Family of Tang 
began to decline from that State of Splendor which it 
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had hitherto maintained, and the following Princes 


completed its Ruin, 


died at the Age of Thirty, after he had taken 


x Medicine which had been prepared for hith : His 
Son King tſong ſucceeded him in the following Year, 
which was the forty-ſecond of the Cycle. 


| King tſong, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned two Years. 


IT was by the Election of the Eunuchs, who 


the Throne; and by the ſame Authority which they” 
had uſurp'd, they depriv'd him of the Government” 


not long after, in order to confer it on the Empreſs 


* 


1 


Mother: The childiſh Behaviour of this ung 


Dd4 Prince, 
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Prince, and his Irregularities, were the Motives they 
made uſe of to diſpoſſeſs him, and to leave him no 
more than the empty Title of Emperor: This Prince 
returning from Hunting went into his Apartment to 
change his Cloaths, when the Candles being ſuddenly 
put out he was murder*d by the Eunuchs at the Age 
of eighteen Years, who placed his MOLE, Ven tſong 
in his Room. 


Ven tſong, the Fourteenth Emperor, ried four 
teen Years. 


'T H Is Prince had an Affection for Men of "0 
ters, and the Sages of his Empire: He bore with 
Impatience the Power of the Eunuchs, and in the 
ninth Year of his Reign he took private Meaſures to 
deſtroy them; but the Eunuchs, perceiving the Snares 
which were laid for them, fell immediately with fo 
much Fury upon the Miniſters, and the Guards of 
the Palace, that they ſlew above a thouſand Men, 
and many Families entirely periſh'd. Theſe Misfor- 
tunes, and ſtill others greater which the Emperor fore- 
ſaw, overwhelm' d him with Sorrow ſo ſenſibly, that 
he often endeavour'd to divert it, or drown it in Wine; 3 
but 1 in ſpite of all his Endeavours, Grief ſeiz d his Spi- 
rits to that degree that he decay d inſenſibly, and at Jaſ 
died of a Conſumption in the fifty-ſeventh Year of 
the Cycle. The Eunuchs, who now took upon them 
to nominate Emperors, never thought of the Son of 
the Deceaſed, but choſe his Brother called You't/ſong, 
who was the fifth Son of the twelfth Emperor of this 


Dynaſty. 
Vou tſong, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned fix Tears, 


T HE ſuperior Qualifications of this Prince ju- 
ſtify'd the Preference. they gave him before the Son 
of the laſt Emperor ; he had an Inclination for War, 
and dreaded neither Danger nor Fatigue ; he drove 


the Tartars out of. the Province of (age i, * had 
orti- 
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fortify'd themſelves in that Place, and cleared ſeyeral 
Provinces of the Empire of the Robbers, who got 
together in Troops, and made great Havock therein: 
He had an exquiſite Judgment, which ſeldom de- 
ceived him in the Choice he made of his Miniſters; 
'twas he who eſtabliſh'd, or rather reviv'd a Law, 
which is ſtill obſerved, that obliges all the Mandarins 
of the Imperial City to do their Duty, upon whom. 
the other Mandarins diſperſed in the Provinces are de- 
pendent ; this Law enjoins that every five, or at leaſt 
ſeven Years, the Conduct of the chief Officers of the 
Empire, in the Execution of their Charge, ſhould be 
ſtrictly examined into; and it is a conſtant Practice, 
that every one of theſe Mandarins ſhould, deliver in 
Writing a ſincere and particular Confeſſion of all the 

Faults he has been guilty of, and intreat the Emperor's ' 
Pardon ; and if it hap pen'd that in this humble Conn 
feſſion, which they were 8 A to make, they ex- Eo 
cuſed their Faults, or diſguiſed and extenuated their ""* 
Guilt, they had then no Favour to expect, and were 
inevitably deprived of their Employments. | 

This Emperor did not live long enough for the cycle 3 

Good of his People, being but thirty-three Years old 4 'D. $44. 

when he died, which happened in the third Year of this "4 
new Cycle, The | At rejected his Son, and in 
his ſtead elected Suen ſſong, the youngeſt Son of the 
eleyenth Emperor of this Dynaſty. 4 


Suen tſong, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned 
thirteen Years. © 


TIS probable that the ſlender Capacity, which 


| this Prince diſcovered in his Infancy, induced the Eu- 


nuchs to prefer him to all others, rightly Judging that 
the leſs capable the Emperor was of governing him- : 
ſelf, the more they would be Maſters ; but they were 4 
miſtaken, for Suen ſſong was no ſooner upon the 4 
Throne but he appeared another Man, and all the. 


Qualities which conſtitute a great Prince ſhined in 1 | 
is 


Aro 


2 Genera Hrevouy r 
His Wiſdom, gment, Moderation, Equity, Ap= 


plication to Affairs, and Love for his People, made 


them look upon him as a perfect Copy of Tai thong, 
tie Goon Famed of the Dynatty. whole . 
ry was füll revered throughout the Empire: What- 
ever Merit this Prince had, he could not curb: the 


Power of the Eunuchs: His Prime Miniſter, Hou 


tuo, preſented a Memorial to him, in which he adviſed 
him to be inexorable with regard to thoſe Eunuchs 
who ſhould commit any Fault, and not to ſupply the 
Places of 7 who die, 2 Number leſſening 
by little and little, it might be more eaſy to deſtroy 
them; this Project, bens diſcovered by the Eu- 


nuchs, produced mortal Enmities between them and 


the Miniſter, the Troubles growing greater than 
ever. The Chineſe Writers blame this Prince for ad- 
mitting to his Court the Sectaries of Tao, in order to 
procure, by their means, the pretended Drink which 
renders Men immortal, upon which one of his Mi- 
niſters repreſented to him, that the beſt Method to 
procure himfelf a long and happy Life was to con- 
troul his Appetites, ſubdue his Paſſions, and prtactiſe 
Virtue: Moft of the Emperors, your Predeceſſors, add- 
et he, would have arrived to extreme old Ape, if they 
had followed the Advice which I give you: Scarce had 
he taken the Drink which the Sectaries gave him, 
but he ſaw himſelf devoured by Worms which 
ſwarm'd in his Body, and in few Days after he 
died, at the Age of fiſty Vears, being ſucceeded by 
his Son 7 lſong, who was elected by the Eunuchs. 


tſong, the Seventeenth Emperor, reigned © 
fourteen Years. 


THE Haughtinefs and Pride of this Prince, his 
Prodigality, Luxury, and exceſſive Debaucheries, 
raiſed a general Cry againſt him: Tn the fourteenth 
Year of his Reign he brought into his Palace, in 
great Pomp, a Bone of the Idol Foe, _ are 

| on 
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Months after dy'd, at the Age of thirty-one Years. 


The Chineſe W riters attribute his Death, and the Trou- 


bles which follow'd, to his extravagant Paſſion for 


this Idol: The Eunuchs 


his Room. 2 oe 


: 1 
; ; 
: ( 1 
. 
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Hi tfong, the Eighteenth Emperor, reigned = = 


* fifteen Tears. 


THE Eunuchs, who were abſolute Maſters, | | 


tled this Prince upon. the Throne, being. but twelve 
Years old. He ſpent his Time in Play and Muſick, 
in Riding and Shooting, while on all ſides, but eſpe- 
cially. in the Northern Provinces, there was nothing 
to be ſeen but Fumults and Revolts; the Taxes 
wherewith. the People were loaded, the Famine cauſed 


by the overflowing of Rivers, and by the Graſs-hop- 


s which deſtroy' d the Corn, increaſed the Num- 
of the Rebels; Hoan tſias, who was of the Pro- 
vince of Char tong, being at the Head of them, went 


and laid Siege to the Imperial City, and having drove 


his. Sovereign away, cauſed himſeli to be | 
Emperor: A young, Man twenty-eight Years old, 


called. Li ke yong, to whom was given the Name of 


To yen long, becauſe he had: but one Eye, command- 


ed the Imperial Troops, and attack'd the Captain of 


the Rebels; at firſt he was repuls'd, but rallying: his 
Soldiers, he return'd to the Charge with ſo much Fu- 
ry that he obtain d a compleat Victory, and brought 
the Emperor back in Triumph to his Palace; for 
theſe Services he was rewarded with the Principality of 


Tin, and his. San became the Founder of the fificenth = 


D . | | 
8 did not enjoy the Fruit of this Vic- 
tory. above three Months, for he dy d in the forty- 
Fear of the Cycle, at the Age of twenty-ſeven, 


and the Eunuchs ſet the Imperial Crown on ts 


3 Theo gang, wha was the laſt Emperor's ſurth 
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Tekhao tſong, ' the Ninetcenth E ur, reigned 
Sixteen Tears. 


£1 iT H 1 8 Prince, who wanted neither Underſtand. 


ing nor Courage, ſhewed great Marks of his Eſteem 
for Men of Learning, and for his principal Mi- 
niſters of State, hoping, by their help, to be able 
to reſtore by "degrees the Affairs of the Empire, 
which were in a very bad Situation, by reaſon of the 
great Authority the Eunuchs had uſurped, and of the 


M.ultitude of People who every where were diſpoſed 


to revolt; in order to this, he judg'd it moſt neceſſa- 
ry to begin with the Deſtruction of the Eunuchs; 


but as he was conſidering of the moſt Jroper Methods 


to bring this about the Eunuchs, ſuſpecting his De- 
figns, came ſuddenly upon him with a great num- 
ber of Soldiers well armed, ſeized his Perſon, and 
ſnut him up in a remote Apartment under a ſure 
Guard, leaving a Hole in the Wall through which 
to convey Victuals to him; the Prime Miniſter, Tfou 
In, having diſcover'd the Place where the Emperor 
was confined, ſent thither a number of reſolute Fel- 
lows well armetl, who ſlew the Guards, releas'd the 
Emperor, and brought him to his Palace. Tebou 
uen, Captain of the Band of Robbers, being invited 
by the Prime Miniſter to come to the Emperor's 
Succour againſt the Eunuchs, arriv'd juſt at the 


time that this Prince publiſh'd an Edict for extirpa- 


ting the Eunuchs, reſerving only thirty of the 
youngeſt of them for the ſervile Offices of his 
Palace, and executed this Commiſſion with ſuch Ri- 
gour, that many hundreds of the Eunuchs were maſ- 
facred. Tebou uen had appeared loyal hitherto, but 
Ambition, which ſeized his Heart, rendered him 
treacherous ſoon aſter; he killed the Prime Miniſter 
who was ſo ſtrongly attach d to his Prince, and ob- 
liged the Emperor to remove his Court from the Pro- 
vince of Chen ſi uf to that of Ho nan, and the Empe- 

ror 
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ror had no ſooner eſtabliſn'd his new Court there 
but the Traitor Tchou uen murder d him, which hapʒ:gñ⸗ẽZ 
pen d in the firſt Year of the Cycle, and in the thirty- 
eighth Year of this Prince's Age. The Rebel im: 
2 mediately placed the Imperial Crown on the Head 
n of Tchao ſuen tſong, Son of the deceaſed Emperor, till 


1 he could take it himſelf with Safety. 

le Tchao ſuen tſong, the Twentieth Emperor, reigned - 
0 tes Tears, _ 3 
0 T HIS young Prince was ſcarce two Years upon 
d the Throne, when ſeeing plainly that he ſhould be fa- 
1- crificed, as well as his Father, to the Ambition of the 
; perfidious Tchou uen, choſe voluntarily to: reſign the 
48 Crown to him to prevent his committing a freſh 
e- Crime, and to ſave his own Life: The Uſurper, 
n- who took the Name of Tai tou, gave him a Princi- 


id pality, which he held no longer than three Years, be- 
re ing kilPd at the Age of Seventeen, and with him 
ch ended the Family of Tang. The Five following are 
52 counted by the Chineſe as ſmall Dynaſties, as well as 
or the Five which precede the Dynaſty of Tang; they 
|. call theſe Heou ou tai, i. e. The five latter Dynaſties ; 
he they reſemble the former in Wars, Revolts, and Par- 
ul ricides, which ſo often ſtained the Throne; but 

ed differ in the Number of Princes, and in the Time of 


rs their Duration, The five former reckon twenty-four 

he Emperors in the ſpace of 198 Years, whereas theſe 

a- latter laſted not one Cycle, and reckon no more than 

he thirteen Emperors : The warlike Nation called Sie 
nis fan, inhabiting the Country which goes at this time 

di- by the Name of Leao tong, being exceedingly increa- 

a. ſed by many Colonies that came from Corea, created 

ut much Trouble to the following Emperors. 2 
im . 

=: ul 

* _ The 


f 


S414 Ve GENIAL Histoay' of” 


| The Fourteenth Dynafly, called HeoLeang, which 


bad two Emperors in the Space of 16 Tears. 


Tai tſou, the Hi Emperor, reigned fix Years. 


D URING theſe Times of Confuſion many 
Principalities fell off by degrees from the Body 


of the Empire, and every one of theſe Sovereigns 


govern'd his own petty State according to-his own 
Fancy, yet without diſcontinuing his Homage to the 
Emperor: Tai tou fixed his Court in the Province of 
Ho nan, but did not long wear the Crown which he 
had ufurp'd by ſo much Treachery, being murder'd 
at the Age of fixty-two Years by his eldeſt Son, but 
ſuccerded by his third Son Mo ti. 

Mo ti, the Second Emperor, reigned ten Years." 


MO TI was only a petty Prince; when he heard 
the News of his Father's Death, he inſtantly march'd 
at the Head of his Forces and d his Brother's 
Army, which he intirely defeated, kilPd the Parricide, 


and aſcended the Throne the tenth Year of the Cy- 


cle. Towards the thirteenth Year a barbarous Peo- 
ple of the North, called Sie tan, who afterwards were 
named Leao, laid the Foundation of their Govern- 
ment, which in the ſpace of 209 Years reckons a 


Succeſſion of nine Princes. 


Tchouang tfong, Son of the famous Warrior Li ke 
beforemention'd, who had done ſuch Service to 


2 
the State under the eighteenth Emperor, took advan- 
ze of theſe Troubles to gain a Crown, which he 
found himſelf more worthy to wear than the Uſur- 
per; he commanded an always victorious Army, and 
having taken ſeveral Towns he engag'd the Empe- 
ror's Army, which was cut to Pieces: Mo ti in 
N. Deſpair 
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The Fifteenth Dynaſty, called Heou Fang, con- 
_taining four Emperors in the Space of 13 Narr. 


reigned oe 


y Tchouang tſong, the Firſt Emperor, 
ly 8 bre Tears. 
Ki 15 | ; 
n || TEHOUANG TS0NG inkerized che Marth 
he Temper of his Father, being inured to the Hard- 
of ſhips of War from his Youth: In all- his igt 
he he lay on the Ground, and for fear of {leeping too 
4 long wore a Bell about his Neck. fag Me 
ut This Prince would have deſerv'd a Place among the 
greateſt Heroes of his Country, if he had not obſdur d 
the Glory of his earlier Years by Idleneſs and Luxury; 
he not only deli in ſeeing Plays, but would alſo 
rd debaſe himſelf ſo low as to act a Part to give a tri- 
Yd fling Diverſion to his Queens and Children; and he 
rs employ'd his Time in ſo many other frivolous Amuſe- 
de, ments, that he was deſpiſed by his Subjects: He was 
y- moreover. ſo ſordidly covetous, that altho' he was im- 
eo- menſely rich, yet he would never open his Coffers for 
ere the Relief of his People. f 
rn- At length, in a Sedition of the Army, he was - 
= wounded by an Arrow, of which he dy*d the twenty- 
; ſecond Year of the Cycle; but it is not known whe- | 
ike tber the Stroke was given by Delign or Chance: HJ 
to Ming tſong was elected Emperor by the Grandees. "i 
* Ming tſong, the Second Emperor, reigned eight Tears. 
ſur- TH E Father of the late Emperor had adopted 
and Ming t/ong, tho! he was not a Native of the Empire: 


pe- This Prince had acquired a general Eſteem, and he 
; in perfectly anſwer'd the People's Expectations — 5 
A* b 


pair 


chiefly prai 


ING WAS INVENTED IN HIS-RE1GN, 

The Chine/e Writers alſo praiſe his Piety and Mo- 
deſty, and affirm that every Night he burnt Per- 
fumes to the Honour of the Lord of Heaven, -and im- 
plor'd his Aſſiſtance in theſe: Words, I was born 


0 a Barbarian, in a ſavage Country, yet in the 


«© midſt of the Troubles that diſturb'd this Empire 
I was choſen to govern it: I make but one Re- 
„ gqueſt, which is, that the heavenly Majeſty would 
<<. condeſcend to watch over my Conduct, and ſend 
me wiſe and experienced Men, whoſe Counſel may 
aid me to govern without Error: And indeed 
he had always in his Palace a great Number of wiſe 
Men, by whoſe Counſel he made many excellent Re- 
gulations, and, among others, that which excludes 
Eunuchs from all publick Employments. 

The ſame; Writers attribute to the Piety of this 
Prince the Birth of that illuſtrious Man, who was after- 
wards the Founder of the nineteenth Dynaſty, the 
profound Peace the Nation enjoy'd, and the Plenty 
which reign'd in all the Provinces of the Empire: 


Among the many wiſe Counſellors of this Prince, a 


Colao, named Fong tao, is highly. praiſed for his great 
Knowledge and Integrity: He uſed to fay, © 'That 
%a State is to be govern'd with the Gon and Pene- 
< tration that is required of a Perſon that manages a 
: «© Horſe : I have often (ſaid he) travelled on Horſe- 
©& back in very rough and mountainous Countries, 
and never got any Hurt, always taking care to 
„ keep a ſtiff Rein; but in the ſmootheſt Plains, 
* thinking the ſame Care needleſs, and letting looſe the 
© Reins, my Horſe has ſtumbled and put me in dan- 
Ager; the Government of a State is the ſame . Caſe, 
a * for when it is in the moſt flouriſhing Condition, a 
| e Prince 


he i Rn os * 


ud ſor his Liberality, Moderation, Bobs 
of Peace, ** a particular Affection for his Subjects: 
Tho? he was illiterate, he gave frequent Marks of 


his Efteem for Learned Men: Taz ART or "PRINT: | 
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1 Prince n to e 0p: ching _ hi ulm "2 
232 e e of the Cycle, 9m loft ua * _— 
* can ts to bis Son Min ifong. eee ee 22 mal 


1475 2 
Min tſon g, the Third Emperor, reigned one Fe 2 
Min thong was ſcarce ſeated on the Throne, whe 
2 * tang, Son- in- la w of the late Emperor, ca 
Oy of 50000 Men, which was levied b 
ple of Leao tong, and making himfelf Maſter 
the Palace, depriv'd Min ſong of his Life and 
0 This Prince was nds © in the forty-fifth 1 
Year of his Age, and Fi ti his adopted Son Was hey. 
Succeſſor, who was before named Lo vang. 


„ 


Fi ti, the Fourth Emperor, reigned one Yer, 


Fi ti not being able to reſiſt the Murderer of his 
Father, fled to a Town called Guei tcheou, where ſee» 
ing himſelf in danger, he ſhut up himſelf and his 
Family in a Palace, with every thing he had of an 
Value, which he ſet on fire, and periſh'd in the 2 
Flames. Che king tang became Emperor by the EK 
tinction of this D and wn Ne: Name 5 Kae 4 
tou. N 4 : r 
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The Sixteenth ada nd Heou fin, which 
contains Fo Emperors in the Space of 11 Tears. : 


Hao ſou, the F ft E imperor, Taigned ſeven Years. 


T H E General of the Forces of Leao tong, who : 
had ſo much contributed to the Advancement "29s." 
Kao tou, ſcrupled to I" ha him for — | 
Vo I. I. E e and 


" 
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Peace at the Expence of the Honour of his Cour try, 


for, to gratify the Tartarian General, he yielded to 


him ſixteen Towns of the Province of Pe iche li, 
which were the neareſt to Leao tong, and engaged to 


give him annually 300000 Pieces of Silk; this im- 


prudent Donative very much augmented the Force and 
Power of a warlike and turbulent People, and was the 


Cauſe of numberleſs Wars which afflicted China up- 
wards of four hundred Years. 


Lao iſou dy'd in the thirty-ninth Year of the Cycle, 
aged fifty-one Years, and his Nephew, T/: vang, was 
elected by the Grandees. | 


Thi vang, the Second Emperor, reigned four Years. 


THE barbarous People of Leao tong ſoon break- 
ing the Treaty, made a ſudden Irruption into the 


Empire; the Emperor oppos'd them with an Army 
ſufficient to have given them a Repulſe, which he in- 
truſted to Licou tchi yuen ; but this General concealing 
a violent Ambition, under an Appearance of Zeal, 


made ſhort Marches, and by affected Delays gave the 
Barbarians an Opportunity to make the Emperor Pri- 


ſoner, who ſeeing himſelf dethron'd was contented 
to accept a, ſmall Sovereignty, where he ended his 
Days. | | | 
Lieou tchi yuen took poſſeſſion of the Crown by the 


Name of Kio eu, and was the Founder of the fol- 


lowing Dynaſty, _ 


The 
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and would have taken the Title himſelf; fo that Kas 
t/ou, not caring to undertake a new War, purchaſed a 
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The Seventeenth Dynaſty, called Hedu Han, 
which reckons only two Emperors in the Space 


, four Years, 2 = 
Kao tlou, the Firſt Enge, reigned two Tears.” 


y HE Troops of Leao tong finding no Reſiſtance, 
ravag'd all the Northern Provinces, and were 
marching to the South, but © being ſtop'd by 
conſiderable Bodies of Troops which poſſeſsd the 
Paſſes, occaſion'd the Tartarian General to ſay, he 
could not have believ'd the Conqueſt of China would 
have prov'd fo difficult; wherefore retiring to his 
Country, he contented himſelf with getting a rich Booty, 
During theſe Tranſactions, "Kao tſou dy'd in the 


# 


N 
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fifty-fourth Year of his Age, and the next Year, 
which was the forty-ſixth of the Cycle, his Son 2 #5 


ſucceeded, 
Tn ti, the Second Emperor, reigned two Years. 
THE Youth of this Prince gave occaſion to the 


Eunuchs to raiſe Commotions, by which they en- 


deavoured to regain their Authority, while the Ar- 
my was employ d, at a diſtance from the Court, in op- 
poling the Tartars of Leao tong-. „„ 
This Army was commanded by No guei, who 
fought ſeveral Battles with the Barbarians, in which 
he was always victorious, and reſtored | Peace 'to the 
Northern Provinces z but at the ſame time the Court 
was in Confuſion, for the Intrigues of the Eunuchs 


raiſed a Sedition, in which the Emperor was kill'd, 


being twenty Years old. The Empreſs placed his 


Brother on the Throne, who was ſcarcely ſeated before 


Ko guei arriv'd with Triumph from his glorious Ex- 
1 E e 2 pedition, 


The 1 His TroRY of'5 


pedition, when the Army cover'd him with the Ban- 
ners ef the Empire, and proclaim'd him Emperor. 


The Empreſs abandoned the Intereſt of the Brother 
of Nn ti, and paid the General the Honours due to a 
Sovereign, and he in Acknowledgment always re- 
ſpected her as a Mother: He took the Name of Tai 
ou. 


S I — 


The Eighteenth Dynaſty, named Heou Cheou, 
which contains Three ee in the Space of 
| nine Years. 


Tai ai tſou, the Fi ff Emperor, reigned three Nears: 


HE new Emperor fix*d his Court in the Capi- 
tal of the Province of Ho nan; he viſited the Se- 

pulchr of Confucius, and to honour his Memory gave 
the Title of King. 

Some of his Courtiers telling him that this Ho- 
nour ill became a Man who had been always a Sub- 
je, not only to the Emperors, but alſo to a petty 
King, You are miſtaken, reply'd the Emperor, ve 
cannot. give too much Honour to a Man who has been the 
| Maſter of Kings and Emperors. Some believe that 
about this time the Sect of Mabemet firſt appeared in 
this Country, but other Authors ſay it was eſtabliſhed, 
here in the thirteenth of Tang. : 

Tai tſou dy'd at the Age of fifty-three, in the fiſtieth 
Year of the Cycle, leaving no Heirs, but was ſuc- 


ceeded by Chi ſſong his adopted Son. | 
Chi tſong, the Second Emperor, reigned ſix Years, © 
THE Love of Sciences, and the Proofs which 


Ghi gang had given of his Bravery and Skill in the 


Art of War, were the Steps by which he W 
e 
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the Throne; but he was modeſt in the height of his 
Grandeur, and always kept in his Palace a Plow and 
a Loom to remind him of the Station and hard La- 


bour of his Anceſtors, * ITE, e 

In a Time of Scarcity he open'd all the publick 
Granaries, and order*d the Rice to be fold at a very 
low Rate, for which the People were to pay when 
they were able; but the Officers of the Granaries re- 


preſenting that the Poor could never pay, How! ſays 


the Emperor, don't you know they are my Children; and 
that I am their Father * Was a Father ever known to 


let his Child periſh for Hunger, for fear of loſing what | 


be lent him? At the ſame time he melted all the Sta- 
tues of Idols to coin Mony, which was become yery 


ſcarce. Several little Sovereigns, who had been a long 


time independant, were ſo charm'd with the Fame of 
this Prince's Virtues, that they voluntarily ſubmitted to 
his Authority : A Memorial was preſented to him on 


the proper Means for recovering the Countries the 
Empire had loſt during the late Troubles, which he 
was conſidering how to put in'Execution when Death 


interrupted his Projects, which happen'd in the fiſty- 
ſixth Year of the Cycle, and the thirty-ninth of his 
Age; his Son, Cong li, who was ſeven Years old, fuc- 


ceeded him. 


Cong ti, the Third Emperor, reigned ſome Months.” 


CHI TSONG had put his Son Cong li under the 
Protection of his Colao, named Trchao quang yu, who 


had diftinguiſh'd himſelf in the Army, and done great 
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Services to the State ; the tender Age of this Prince, | 


and the great Abilities of his Protector, made the great 
Officers of the State and Army reſolve to place him 


on the Throne inſtead of the young Prince; they went 
therefore to his Palace, and finding him in Bed, ſalu- 
ted him Emperor, and cloath'd him in a yellow Ha- 


bit, which is the Imperial Colour, Cong li was made 
a tributary Prince in the Room of one lately Sp 
| an 
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and thus ended this Dynaſty.: . Tchao quang yu took the Ir 
Name of Tai iſou, and accepted the Crown with this 
Candition, That his Mother ſhould Always ks place 8 


on 
# him upon all 3 * 
7 th 
The Nineteenth EEO named 2 which con- th 
tains eighteen Emperors in the Space of 319 w. 
Tears. th 
| | tic 
Tai tſou, the Firſt ee reigned ſeventeen Years. Je 
N INE Emperors of this Dyraſty kept their | « 
Courts for = Years in the Northern Provinces 6c 
of China, the others reſided 152 Years in the Southern 66 
Provinces, | 66 
Under this Dynaſty the Empire began to take Breath, 
after the many Diſorders, Wars, and other Misfor- wh 
tunes it had ſuffer'd ;- theſe continual Storms were ſuc- 14 


ceeded by a long Calm, and the Bleſſings which Peace Br 
generally r had been more laſting, if all the 40 


Princes of this Family had proy'd as warlike as they c 
were learned. T 
Tai jou poſſeſs d all the Qualities which the Chineſe | 
wiſh for in an Emperor, being a Prince of great Judg- or 


ment, diligent in Bufineſs, ſober, prudent, liberal, at- * 
fectionate to his People, modeſt, frugal, good-natur'd, 
and naturally inclin'd to Clemency, which appear'd in th 

his moderate Puniſhment of Criminals, and his mild th 

and affable Behaviour to thoſe he vanguiſh'd; he com- Fi 
| 2. 56. manded the four Gates of his Palace, which fronted the * 
. D. 964. four Quarters of the World, to be lett always open, 80 

deſiring, as he ſaid, that his Houſe ſhould be like his A 

Heart, always open to his Subjects. By this Character de 

of Goodneſs and Affability he regain'd the Obedience 
of ten little Sovereigns, and made Peace between theſe of 
Princes, yoo. had bcen long engag'd in continual Wars. th 
Intending to 


a 


ceding Family.“ | 


gan by reforming himſelf and the Court, and wore 
only a plain and modeſt Habit, forbidding his Daugh- 
ters to wear Jewels. ee OT SOT 

To honour the Memory of his Anceſtors, he gave 
the Title of Emperor to his Father, his Grandſa- 
ther, his Great-Grandfather, and his Great-Grandfa- 
ther's Father, and made his Mother Empreſs, who - 
vas eſteem'd a Pattern of Prudence andModeſty. When 


the Lords came to congratulate her on the Promo- 


tion of her Son, ſhe did not ſhow the leaſt Sign of 
Joy; at which they being ſurpriz'd, ſhe ſaid, 1 
have been told that the Art of Ruling well is very 
difficult; if my Son governs his Subjects with 
*© Wiſdom, I ſhall receive your Compliments with 
«© Pleaſure ; if not, I ſhall readily forſake theſe Ho- 
* nours to finiſh my Days in my former Station.“ 
A Year before her Death ſhe conjur'd her Son not 
to be guided, by the partial Tenderneſs of a Father, in 
naming a Succeſſor, but rather to make Choice of his 


Brother: She added,. Remember, my Son, that 


you owe the Crown much lefs to your oπ¹n Me- 


&« rit, than to the Infancy of the Prince of the pre- 


During a ſevere Winter, the Emperor reflecting 
on the Hardſhip his Army endur'd, which was oppo- 
ſing the Tartars of Leao tong in the Northern Pro- 


vinces, and being touch'd with Compaſſion at what 


they were like to ſuffer from the Rigour of the Wea- 
ther, he pull'd off his Garment which was lin'd with 
Furrs, and ſent it to the General, telling him, That 
he wiſt®d be could make the ſame Preſent to each of his 
Soldiers: It is hard to conceive how greatly this 
Action of the Emperor rais'd the Courage and Ar- 
dor of his Troops. * t U 
This Prince order'd an Examination for the Officers 
of his Army, like that for the Men of Letters, that 
thoſe who aſpire to Poſts in the Army are obliged 
to paſs through, and do not riſe to the Chief Em- 
Ee 4 plwoy- 
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Intending to baniſh Luxury from the Empire, he be- 
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ployments till they have given Proofs of their Capa- 
— by their Writings on the Art of War, and by 
their Dexterity in Horſemanſhip, and Shooting in the 


Long Bow. Among the famous Men of this Reign, 


to are particularly diſtinguiſhed, one in the Magi- 
ſtracy, the other in the Army, the firſt was called 
Tchao pou, the ſecond Kao pin. fy ich 
. Tchao pou, who was of the Emperor's Council, was 
continually preſenting ſome Petition or Memorial to 
admoniſh him of his Duty: One Day the Emperor 
being tired with ſo many Remonſtrances, took his 
Petition and tore it before him: - Tchao pou very calm- 
iy gather'd up the Pieces, and going home joyn'd 
em together in the beſt manner he could : The ve- 
ry next Day he appear'd before the Emperor with 
the moſt reſpectful Behaviour, and preſented the ſame 
Petition. 
The Emper 


or, far from being angry with his Mi- 
niſter, admired his Conſtancy and Reſolution, and to 


reward his uncommon Virtue made him Chief Colas. ' 


He gave on another Occaſion a great Proof of his 
Love for his People: The Town of Nan king was be- 
ſieg d by Kao pin, and reduced to the laſt Extremities; 
the Emperor, foreſeeing the Slaughter which would 
certainly happen on the taking this Place, feigned 
himſelf ſick; the great Officers were alarm'd, and ſur- 
rounding his Bed, every one was propoſing ſome Re- 
medy ; The moſt efſectual Remedy, reply'd the Em- 
„ peror, and from which I expect a Cure, depends 
4 only on you: Swear that you will not ſhed the 
© Blood of the Citizens.” They all ſwore according- 
iy, and the Emperor ſeem'd immediately to recover. 
The Generals took ſuch wiſe Precautions, that the 
few of the Inhabitants were ſacrificed 


Lives of very 


to the Rage of the Soldiers. | 
And even this drew Tears from the Emperor: 
„Alas! ſaid he, what a melancholy thing is War, 
4 which cannot be carried on without deſtroying in- 

| | * nocent 
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4 * nocent Perſons? And as the Town had ſuffered 

y by Famine during the Siege, as ſoon as it was taken 

1e he ſent 100000 Meaſures of Rice to be divided a- 

n, mong the People. | } +1330 | N * 712 

i- For the Encouragement of Learning he viſited the | 
Birth-place of the celebrated Confucius, and compoſed =» 
an Oration in his Praiſe** He alſo beftow'd on one f 

his Deſcendants a Title of Honour, which gave him 
a conſiderable Rank in the Empire. Tai tou died the 
thirteenth Year of the Cycle, having nam'd his Bro- 

ther Tai t/ong to ſucceed him, as he had been adviſed 

by his Mother on her Death-beec. 


Tai tſong, the Second Emperor, reigned 2 1 Years. 


TAI TSONG was a Prince of great Moderation, 
and a general Patron of learned Men; he was learned 
himſelf, and imploy'd part of the Day in Reading: 
He had a Library which contained 80, ooo Volumes. 

In an Expedition which he undertook to ſubdue a 
little Kingdom, and make it a Province of the Empire, 
he laid Siege to the principal City, and there happen- 
ing one Night a great Diſturbance in the Camp, which 
was commanded by Tchao the Emperor's Brother, the 
next Day a Report was ſpread, that a Project of the 
Soldiers, to ſet Tchao their General on the Throne, 
was the Occafion of the Tumult, the Emperor con- 
cealing his Reſentment employ'd himſelf wholly to 
reduce the Town : Some time after it was taken, his 
Brother in Converſation faid, He wonder d that thoſe 
who bad diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the Siege were jo long 
unrewarded: I expected, anſwer d the Emperor, hat 
: you would reward their Services. e 
he This Anſwer ſo vex'd Tchao that he kill'd himſelf 
ed before Night: When the Emperor heard of his Bro- 

| ther's Death, he fainted and ſhed a Flood of Tears, 
r: often embraced his Body, and cauſed his Funeral Ob- a 
ar, ſequies to be perform'd with great Solemnit7. 4 
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paſſionately wiſh*d to recover thoſe Towns his 

redeceſſors had yielded to the Tartarsof Leao tong ; but 
the Commander in Chief of his Army, Tchang ſi hien, 
always diſſuaded him from this Undertaking : 1t is pro- 
per | firſt, ſaid he, 10 ſecure the Peace of the Empire, 
and when that is well eſtabliſhed, we ſhall more eaſily 
reduce theſe Barbarians. N n 
The Emperor not following this Counſel, ſeveral 
Battles were fought, in which ſometimes the Chineſe 
and ſometimes the Tartars gain'd the Advantage. The 
General Tchang fi bien made uſe of a remarkable Stra- 
tagem to raiſe the Siege of a Town; he detach'd 
300 Soldiers carrying each a lighted Torch, with Or- 
ders to approach the Enemy's Camp, who being ſur- 
priſed at ſuch a Number ot Lights, thought that the 
whole Army was pouring upon them: Struck with 
a general Panick they immediately fled, and the Ge- 
neral having laid Ambuſcades in all their Paſſages, 
very few of the Fugitives: eſcap'd Slaughter. This 
Prince died at the Age of fifty-nine Years, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by his third Son Tchin tfong. 


Tchin tſong, the Third Emperor, reigned 25 Years. 


.TCHIN TSONG began his Reign in ſuch a 
Manner as gave the People great Expectations: Up- 
ce of a Comet, which was look'd 
upon as a Preſage of ſome Calamity, he publiſh'd an 
Edi, that they ſhould let him know his Faults, in 
order to amend his Conduct, thereby to avert the 
Evil which threatned the Empire, and at the ſame 
Time remitted 10000000 of the Taxes, and ſet 3000 
Priſoners at Liberty. He thought hi:nſelf indebted to 
the Sovereign of Heaven for his Son who was now 
born, becauſe he had for ſome time paſt addreſſed 
continual Prayers to him for an Heir to ſucceed him. 
The Tartars of Leao tong having laid Siege to 2 
Town in the Province 2 Pe tche li, the Emperor 
march'd thither wich his Army, and his * 

whic 


which was ſudden and unexpected, ſo terrified the 
Barbarians, that they inſtantly raiſed the Siege. The x al 
Emperor was adviſed to take Advantage of their Con- 
ſternation, and regain the Country which had been 
yielded to the Tartars, and is blam'd for negletting 
to purſue his Victory, and for making a Treaty, at- 
ter their ſhameful Retreat, as diſadvantageous as if he 
had been beaten ; for he gave them 100000 7 aels, 
and agreed to pay annually 200000 Pieces of Silk. 
His Credulity is alſo blam'd, which gave Encou- 
ragement to Magic, and many other Superſtitions: in 
the eleventh Year of the Cycle, being told that. a 
Book fell from Heaven near one of the Gates of the 
Imperial City, he immediately thought of going in 
Perſon to receive the Celeſtial Gift : His Colaos en- 
deavour'd to prevent ſuch an imprudent Step, by re- 
preſenting in ſtrong Terms, that it was only an Im- 
poſture of ſome idle People to flatter the Emperor, 
and that the Book ought to be burnt; he remain'd 
ſome time in Suſpenſe, but at laſt refolv'd to fol- 
low his firſt Deſign, becauſe, as he ſaid, a Spirit had 
pear*d to him in a Dream about a Yeer before, and 
promiſed him this wonderful Book. He ſet out di- 
rectly afoot with ſeveral of his Courtiers, and re- 
ceiv'd this miraculous Book with the greateſt Reſpect, 
and built a Temple on the Place where it fell. ; 
Upon Examination it appear'd to be full of En- 
chantments, and contain'd all the Principles of the 
abominable Sect of Tao; concerning which an Interpre- 
ter, named Hou fin gnan, obſerves, that from this fata! 
Time the Reſpect and Honour due to the Sovereign 
of Heaven has very much decreaſed among great 
Numbers of the Chineſe. F bY 
In the ſixteenth Year of his Reign he cauſed al! 
the Peopte to be number*d, who by their Station might 
be employ'd in Agriculture, and there were found _ 
21976965 Perſons able to cultivate the Lands. This 
Number does not comprehend the Magiſtrates, the _ 


Learned, 


/ 
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{had the Eunuchs, the Soldiers, the Bonzes, nor Te 
: thoſe who live on the Rivers in floating Towns, of Ca 
= whom there is an incredible Number. cer: 


A Colao, named Van tan, being at the Point of || < . 
Death, call'd his Children, and ſpake to them as fol- 1 
lows; My Conſcience does not reproach me for 1 

* having done any thing againſt the Tutereſt of the I © « 
0 Emperor or the Publick Good, but there is one 11 
thing I cannot forgive my ſelf, and that is not ha- WW <1 
« ving adviſed the Emperor to burn that pernicious © © t 
„ Book which he received with ſo much Reſpect. 1 I © 1 
4 defire to be puniſhed for it after my Death; where- © a 
& fore, my Children, I command you, as ſoon as S bt 
am dead to ſhave my Head and my Face, and Ii « © 
< bury me like a wretched Bonze, without Cap or r 
Girdle.“ The Emperor having reprinted the an-“ a 
cient Books, to diſperſe them thro* the Empire, died I ii 
the 3 of the Cycle, 5 fiſty- nine Years, pl 
Ein lſong his ſixth Son th his ſecond Queen was his I vorc 
Succeſſor. this 


Gin tſong, the Fourth 8 reigned 41 Years. 


..GIN TSONG was but thirteen Years old when iſ of a 
he was proclaim'd Emperor: The Empreſs govern'd WW 500 
during his Minority, and continued in Power till her ger. 
Death, which happen'd eleven Years after the Acceſ. WW Hin 
ſion of this Prince, who always paid the fame Defe- I ſent 
rence to her, as if ſhe had been his own Mother. Tov 
As ſoon. as he took the Government upon himſelf, I retal 
his whole Employment was to preſerve the Peace of The 
his Dominions, and to make his Subjects taſte the N ou 
Sweets of it: His pacifick Diſpoſition raiſed the Cou- I he 
rage and Ambition of the Tartars of Leao tong, and I 7ael. 
they had renew'd the War if the Emperor had not I his 
bought a Peace on moſt ſhameful Conditions. Trea 
The beft thing he did was clearing his Palace of I vorc: 
all the Idols and their Worſhippers : When the Em- of th 


pire ſuffer'd by a great Drought in the 8 ceſs. 
| ear il 
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Year of his Reign, a plentiful Rain following was the 
Cauſe of a publick Rejoycing, and all the great Of- 
cers complimented the Emperor on this Occaſion; 
« All the Time, faid this Prince, that my People 
« ſuffer'd, I never failꝰd daily to burn Incenſe, and 


« lift up my Hands to Heaven. Hearing the Noiſe 
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« of Thunder in the Night, I roſe haſtily out of 


« Bed and went into 
Rain fell I proſtrated my ſelf on the Earth to re- 
« turn Thanks to the ſupreme Lord: The Favour 
« T ask of you is to ſpeak boldly what you think 
« amiſs in my Behaviour; perhaps I have only che 
« empty Title of Emperor, and am blind to my 
« own Defects, 9 dazzled by the Splendor 6f 
« my Greatneſs: I ſee of what Importance it is td 
4 addreſs my 
* ing with à clean Heart.)!“ 11 

The great Deſire he had of a Son made him di- 
vorce the Empreſs ; ſome approv'd this Conduct, but 
this was generally 181 as a Blemiſh in his Cha⸗ 
tacter; but he was univerſally applauded for the Sue 
cour he ſent his Subjects, by the Counſel and Care 
of a Colao nam d Fou pie, which ſav'd the Lives of 
500000 People, who were ready to periſh with Hun- 
ger. About the ſame time he had another Vexation; 
Hin, tſong, ſeventh King of the Leue Yong" Tartars, 
ſent an Embaſſy to demand the'Reſtitutian of ten 
Towns in the Province of Pe ſcbe li, which had een 
retaken by the Founder of the eighteenth Dynaſty; 
The Emperor, who was fond of Peace, diſpateh*d- 
Fou pit to the Tartar Prince, and inſtead of the Towns 
he demanded, engaged to pay him 'yearly 200000 
Taels, and 300000 Pieces of Silk; and to compl 


my Garden, and as ſoon as the 


ayers to Heaven Morning and Evens 
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his Diſgrace made uſe of the Character Na in th 


Treaty, which ſignifies a Tributary.” After he had di- 


vorced the Empreſs he married the Grand- daughter 
of the famous Kao pin, but had no Feirs by 


this Prin- 
cels, Finding himſelf near his End, he was oblig dd 


to 
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to name Jig lſeng for his Succeſſor, who was the 
thirteenth Son of his Brother; he died at the Age of 
fifty-four, in the ſortieth Year of the Cycle. 
Ing tſong, the Fifth Emperor, reigned four Years, 
IHE firſt Year of the Reign of Yng ſſong there 
was ſome Difference between him and the Empreſs, 
who had a Share in the Government, the Vexation 
of which had given him a Fit of Sickneſs : Upon his 
Recovery. he made the Empreſs. a Viſit, which was 
contrived by his Colao, Hoan ki. BE, 
This wiſe Miniſter, having ſhow'd them the Miſ⸗ 
fortunes their Quarrels would produce, exhorted the 
Emperor in particular to pay the Empreſs the Re- 
ſpect and Duty of a Son, tho' ſhe was not his Mo- 
ther, and tho? ſhe ſhould prove of a diſagreeable Tem- 
per. He-repreſented to him that Virtue was eaſily 
1 ifed among our Friends, whoſe Complaiſance en- 
es our Affection, but that we do not deſerve to be 
calPd Virtuqus till we have been tried, and ſupport the 
Character in the midſt of Oppoſition 3 that he ſhould 
have always in remembrafice the Example of the 
great Emperor, whoſe Reſpect and Obedience were 
never diminiſnhed by the harſh Uſage of a barbarous 
Father, and a cruel Step-mother. The Care of this 
Miniſter - perfe&ly reconcil'd the Emperor and Em- 
preſs, the Reconciliation was ſo ſincere, that 
ſhortly after the Empreſs intirely reſign'd her Part of 
the Government. 7 


* 


The Colao, nam'd Sou ma quang, flouriſh'd at this 

Time, who is one of their beſt Hiſtorians: He is 
the Author of a Hiſtory compiled from above 2000 
Volumes; his Annals begin with Heang li, the third 
Emperor of China. b 3 
Ne tſong died the forty- fourth Year of the Cycle, 
_ thirty-ſix ; He was ſucceeded by his Son Chin 
1 ong. 1 | 
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Chin tſong. the Sixth Emperor, reigned 18 Lars. 3 


1 THIS Prince had more Courage than Conduct: 
He paſſionately deſired to deliver the Northern Pro- 


vinces from the Yoke of Barbarians ; but he was diſ- 


ſuaded from it by the Counſel his Mother gave him 
at her Death, to preſerve Peace upon any Terms. 
Learned Men had a great Share of his Favour; he 
gave the Title of Duke to Mencius, who is reckon'd; 
the greateſt Philoſopher after Confucius. his Maſter, 
who had been declared a King by a former Emperor, 
In this Reign flouriſhed ſeveral Authors of a new: 
Philoſophy, who undertook t6 explain the ancient 
Books; they were called Tcheon, Tching,- Tchang, Chao, 
&c. The Emperor diſtinguiſhed them by Titles of 
Honour while they lived, and after their Death Yang. 


ngan che, one: of theſe new Philoſophers, who began 


to entertain Atheiſtical Principles, obſerving that the 


Emperor appear'd ſad in a dry Seaſon, and endea- 


vour'd to appeaſe the Anger of Heaven by Faſting 
and Prayer; To what purpoſe. do you afflict your 
« ſelf, ſays he, and what have you to fear from 
« Heaven? Know, O Prince, that all Events are 
the Effect of Chance, and that your Labour is in 
„ vain.” Fon pie, a Colao of Diſtinction, could not 
bear this Diſcourſe, How dare you teach ſuch Doc- 
* trine? ſays he in an angry Tone; if an Emperor 
«* ſhould loſe all Reſpect and Fear of Heaven, what 
« Crimes would he not be capable of commitring ?.. 


The fame Yang ngan tche ſtrove to introduce ma- 


ny other Novelties; but the celebrated Sou ma quang, 

who was in great eſteem, vigorouſly. oppos'd all the 

Projects of this raſh and ſuperficial Genius. Chin, 

tfng died in the ſecond Year of the Cycle, at thirty- Cyde 58. 
eight Years of Age, his Son named Tribe tſong being An. os. 
his Succeſſor. 0.09 3 3.00”. Rm 
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Tehe tſong, the Seventh Emperor, reigned 15 ears. 


TCHE TSONG, who was but ten Years old 
at his Acceſſion to'the Throne, was under the Care 
of the Empreſs his Grandmother ; ſhe govern'd the 
Empire with great Prudence during the eight Years 
that ſhe liv'd : A little before her Death ſhe ordered 
the Colaos to expel from Court the great Number of 
uſeleſs Minifters, who were only fit to corrupt the 

Prince; but the Order was too late, ſhe ought 
to have done it when it was in her Power : Liu kon 
tehu, being rais'd to the Dignity of Colao, preſented a 
Memorial to the Emperor, which contain*d the ten 
following Counſels. 1. Fear Heaven. 2. Love your 
Subjects. 3. Endeavour to be perfect. 4. Apply your 
ſelf to the Sciences. 5. Give Imployments to Per- 
ſons of Merit. 6. Be ready to hear Advice, 7. Leſ. 
ſen the Taxes, 8, Mitigate the Severity of Puniſh- 
_— 9. Shun Prodigality. 10. Deteft vicious Plea- 

© The Emperor divorced his Wife, upon which one 
of his Miniſters preſenting a Memorial containing 
Remonſtrances on this Occafion, the Prince told 
him, He had follow'd the Example of ſome of his An- 
ceſtors : You had better (replied the Miniſter) imitate 
their Virtues than their Faults, The Emperor was fo 


ſtung with this Reply, that he threw down the Me- 


mortal, and trampled upon it, and depriv'd the Co- 
lao of his Dignity for giving him this Advice. 
The tſong was but twenty-five Years of Age when 
he died, in the ſeventeenth Year of the Cycle. Hot 
thong was his Succeſſor ; he was the eleventh Son of 
Chin tſong, the ſixth Emperor of this Dynaſty. 


Hoei tlong, . te "Eighth Emperor, reigned 25 Tears. 


HoOEI TSO NG divided his Authority with the 
Empreſs his Grandmother, and ſpent more Time in 
the Pleaſures of his Court, than in the Buſineſs - the 


Kingdom of Leao tong: The Tartars joytully . | 


Cunz, Ein ir Ve. 


State, yet he loved Literature, nnn 
a conſiderable Progreſs. 


Tho? he could not be ignorant of the Troubles oc⸗ 


caſioned in former Times by the Power of the Eu- 
nuchs, yet he honour'd them with his Favour and 


— and went ſo far as to grant Sovereignties 
to ſome of them, which were never beſtow'd but on 
Princes of the Imperial Family, or to great Men who 
had done ſignal Services to the Empire: This was an 
Error which admits of no Excuſe. 


His Reputation ſuffer'd more by his Adherence to 


the Sect of Tao; for he carefully collected all the Books 
which honmined their Doctrine, and was ſo infatua- 
ted as to give the Title of Chang li, that is, Supreme 
Lord, to a famous Diſciple among them, named 


Ti hang ; nay, he went farther, for he declared him- 


ſelf Head of this impious Sect. 
The Authors of this Time cannot forbear ttm 


againſt theſe Proceedings, and readily aſcribe all the 


ſucceeding Misfortunes, and the Deſtruction of the 


Empire to this enormous Blaſphemy, which was ſo 


diſhonourable to the true Lord of Heaven. 


The Emperor, contrary to the Advice of the King 
of Corea, and the Majority of his Miniſters, joined 


Forces with the Eaſtern Tartars, called Niu tche, in- 
tending, with this additional Strength, to deſtroy the 


into this Confederacy, and ſeveral Battles were fought, in 
which the Army of Leao tong was always defeated, and 
reduced at laſt to that Extremity, that the Remnant 


of the People were obliged to fly for Safety to the 
Weſtern Mountains. Thus ended the Government of 


Leao tong, which in two hundred and nine Years was 


ruled by nine Princes: The Tartar General grew ſo 
proud of this Conqueſt, that he determined to found 


an Empire by the Name of Mn. 
Soon after, ſeeking to aggrandize himſelf, he open- 


ly broke the Treaties he had made with the W 
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of China, and invading the Provinces of Pe tche li 
and Chen ſi, made himſelf Maſter of them more by 
the Treachery of ſome Chineſe Malecontents, than by 
the Strength of his Arms. The Emperor, fearing he 
ſhould loſe: the greateſt part of his Dominions, made 
the Tartars ſeveral advantageous Propoſals : The Tar. 


tar Prince invited the Emperor to come in Perſon, 


and ſettle the Limits of the two Empires; he ac- 
cepted the Invitation, and they agreed on new Ar- 
ticles to ratify the Peace; but on the Emperor's Re- 
turn to his Capital City, his Miniſters made him 
change his Deſign, telling him, that the Treaty ought 
not to take place, and that the ſharpeſt War was pre- 
ferable to ſuch a ſhameful Peace. The Tartar, who was 
inform'd of this Reſolution, had immediately recourſe 
to Arms, and taking ſeveral Towns enter'd the Pro- 
vince of Chan ſi in Triumph, and deſired the Emperor 
to come a ſecond time and ſettle their Limits. This 
unhappy Prince, who dreaded War, was ſo weak as 
to go to his Enemy, who preſently after his Arrival 
kept him Priſoner, and ſtript him of all the Enſigns 
of his Dignity. A faithful Miniſter named Li ſo chin, 
who accompanied the Emperor, enraged at ſuch baſe 
Treachery, cry'd out with a deep Sigh; Heaven 
* cannot have two Suns, nor I obey two Maſters,” 
The Tartars endeavour'd to appeaſe him, but they 
only encreaſed his Fury, and in the Height of his 
Paſſion he killed himſelf, after he had cut off his Lips 
and his Tongue. 

Hoei tfong died in the Deſart of Cha mo, where he 
was-confined, the forty-ſecond Year of the Cycle, aged 
fifty-tour Years ; before his Death he named Kin /ong 
his eldeſt Son to ſucceed him. K 


Kin tſong, the Ninth Emperor, reigned one Year. 


Kin iſang began his Reign by executing the Orders 
of his Father, who had enjoin'd him to put to death 
ſix of his Miniſters, that had betrayed him to the 

' Tartars 
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Tartars z nevertheleſs they purſued their Conqueſts, 
invading the Province of Ho nan, and paſſing the 
Yellow River without Oppoſition ; they were even 
ſurprized at the Indolence of the Chineſe, who with a 
handful of Men could have prevented their paſſing 
this River; then they marched directly to the Imperial 
City, which they took and plunder'd, carrying away 
Captives the Emperor and his Queens: The princi- 
pal Lords, and ſeveral of the Miniſters, preferr'd Death 
before ſuch an ignominious Bondage: The Tartars 
did not carry off the Empreſs Meng, becauſe ſhe told 
them ſhe was divorced, and had no Concern in the 
Management of Affairs. This Princeſs preſerv'd the 
Empire by her prudent Conduct, in gaining over the 
principal Perſons, and placing Kao ſſong on the 
Throne; he was Brother of the laſt Emperor, and 
ninth Son of Hoei t/ong, by the Empreſs ke divorced. 
Kao tſong, the Tenth Emperor, reigned 36 Years. 
KAO TSONG firſt reſided at Nan king, but 
ſhortly after was obliged to remove the Court to 
Hang tcheou, Capital of the Province of Tche kiang < 
Tho' he was of a le Diſpoſition, and a Lover 
of Learning, yet he gain'd ſeveral Victories over the 
Tartars, and alſo over ſome rebellious Leaders, who! 
took advantage of the preſent Troubles to enrich" 
themſelves by plundering the Provinces. Wal & 
Cong ye, who commanded his Army, had ſeveral 
times repuls'd the Tartars, but with little Profit, fince * 
the Emperor could never regain any of the conquerd 
Countries: This Prince is blamed: for two things; Firſt, | 
for {lighting Miniſters of the | ; ite- 
grity, and placing his whole Confidence in two or 
three 8 2: Secondly, for being ſo much devo- 
ted to the Sect of the Bonzes, that he abandon'd the 
Government to his adopted Son, that he might have 
the more Time for their ſuperſtitious Contempla- 
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Hi tſong, the Tartar King, to gain the Love of his 
Subjects gave publick Proofs of his Eſteem for Learn- 
ing and learned Men; he alſo viſited the Hall of Con- 
fucius, and paid him regal Honours: The Courtiers 
were diſpleaſed that a Man of ſuch mean Extraction 
ſhould receive ſuch Honours, and diſcover'd their Sur- 
priſe to the King: He reply'd, If he does not de- 
© ſerve theſe Honours by his Birth, he deſerves them 
„ for his excellent Doctrine: He fell afterwards on 
the Town of Nan king, from whence the Emperor 
was retired, and took it. 

The F idelity of a Chineſe General, who was made 
Priſoner, is highly commended ; he was greatly im- 

rtun'd to fide with the Tartars, but he refuſed the 
moſt advantageous Offers, and wrote with his Blood 
on his Robe, That he had rather die, and meet the 
<« Spirit of che Imperial Family of Seng, than live to 
ig ſerve the Barbarians.” This reſolute Behaviour coſt 
him his Life, for he was inſtantly killed. 

In the mean time 70 fi, another Chineſe General, was 
advancing: by long Marches to relieve the Town of 
Nan king; the Tartars had notice of it, and ſetting 
Fire to the Palace retired towards the North. 2% þ 
= time enough to attack their Rear-Guard, which 
uffer'd very.much : They never afterward ventur'd to 


we- the River Niang. 


A few Years after the Emperor ak Peace with 
the Tartar King on very diſhonourable Conditions ; 
for in ſigning this Treaty he made uſe of the Word 
Tchin, which ſignifies Subject, and of Cong, which is 
Tributary: The Tartar, in- conſideration of theſe 


' ſubmiſſive Terms, engaged to ſend the Emperor the 


Bodies of eight of his Relations, who had died within 
eight Years : When theſe Bodies were brought to the Im- 
= City, they were received with great Demon- 
ns of Joy, the Priſon-Doors were ſet open, and 

a n Pardon granted to the whole Empire. 


The 
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The Soni Authors highly praiſe this Action, as a 
rare Example of filial Piety: In the thirtieth Year | 
of this Reign the Tartar King broke the Peace, and 
with a formidable Army invaded the Provinces of the 
South, and took the Town of Luang tcheou, and ap- 
proaching the River Nang ſiſe kiang, which is near the 
City, he commanded his Troops to paſs over near the , 
Mouth of the River, where it is wideſt and moſt rapid; 
upon which the whole Army mutinied, and the King was 
killed in the beginning of the Tumult; the Army 
inſtantly retired towards the North, where ſeveral 
Troubles began to appear. In the 19th Vear of the 
Cycle, Kao tſong reſign'd the Crown to his adopted 
Son Hiao tſang ; he lived twenty-four Years after, and 
died without Children, at the Age of eighty-four Years. - 


Hiao tſong, the Eleventh Emperor, reigned 27 Tears. 


HIAO TSONG was deſcended from the Foun- 
der of this Dynaſty, and enjoy'd a quiet and peaceful 
Reign, becauſe the Tartar King, named Che ſſong, 
was of a gentle and pacifick Diſpoſition” _— 

Tchu hi, one of the moſt celebrated Interpreters of 
the Ancient Books, flouriſh'd at this time; he enjoy'd, 
with Honour, the firſt Poſts in the State under four 
Emperors. _ Nes A 

Hiao tſong died ſixty-eight Years old, in the forty- 
lixth Year of the Cycle; his third Son named Quang 
lng was his Succeflor. 15 


Quang tſong, the Twelfth E nperor, reigned five Years. 


 DUANG TSONG was ſeized by an Apoplexy, 
in the fifty-firſt Year of the Cycle, and died a few 
Days after, aged fifty-four Years ; he was ſucceeded 
by his third Son Ning tſong. . „ 


Ning tſon g, the Thirteenth Emperor, reigned 30 Years.” 


NING TSONG was with Difficulty perſuaded © 
to accept of the Crown, and was in ſome. meaſure 
EFT obliged 
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' reigns, who not being always in Friendſhip 


He was of a tem 


\- Diſciples. 


Province of Chen fi 
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obliged to aſcend the Throne againſt his. Inclination : 
te and gentle Diſpoſition, but 
withal of ſuch a narrow Genius, that his Courtiers 
ruled him as they pleaſed, or rather continually im- 
poſed on his Credulity. He publiſhed an Edict, which 
torbid all private Perſons. to write or print any Annals 
of the Empire, without the Licence of the Govern» 
ment, | 


About this time died the famous, Tchu hi, who Was 
honoured after his Death with the Title of Ven kong, 


which ſignifies Prince of Learning, and his Tablette 
was ſet up in the Hall of Confucius, in the Rank of his 
It is a Cuſtom eſtabliſned in China, that 
when any Perſon has remarkably diſtinguiſh'd him- 
ſelf by his Virtue, or Knowledge in the, Art of Go- 
vernment, the Emperors rank him among the Diſci. 
ples of Confucius, that he may 2 of the Ho. 
nours which the Mandarins and learned Men pay to 
his Memory on certain Days in the Year. The Pa- 
lace was ſet on fire, and continued burning four Days, 
and ſome Years after a Fire happen'd in the Imperial 
Town of Hang tcheou, which conſumed 530000 
Houſes, | 

The twelfth Year of this 


Pire, and gave his Family the Name of Nen. Theſe 
Tartars poſſeſs the Country 
to Thibet, and to Samarcand, 
Since they had been entirely defeated by the fifth 
Emperor of the fifth Dynaſty Han, about a hundred 
Years before the Chriſtian ZEra, they paid a great Re- 


gard to the Chineſe Power, either becauſe the Weſtern 


eople of Aſia found them Employment, or becauſe 
tty Sove- 
hip with cach 
other, were not able to undertake any Enterpriſe 
2 This Chief is aid to be the famous Zinghis kan, a 


their Forces were divided among many 


Reign, the * Chief of 
the Weſtern Tartars laid the Foundation of his Em- 


which extends from the 
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againſt China. A fabulous Story is reported of theſe. 
Tartars, that having deſtroy'd the Kingdom; of Ma- 

tena, and carried their Conqueſts to the Didies, and 
Samarcand, they advanced to Tie muen, that is, the 
Iron Gate, which was the Name of a Cittadel; that 
in this Place their General was ſtopt by a Monſter 
ſhaped like a Hart, his Skin was green, and he had 
a Horn in his Fore-head, and a Tail like a Horſe..i 
This Monſter ſpoke to the Tartar Prince, and ask do 


him if he was not ſatisfied with ſo much Blood and 
Slaughter, and if his Fury would have no Bounds? 
This ſo frighted the Tartar, that he return'd to his 


own Country, and ſometime afterwards invaded” 
China, 
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In the mean time the Eaſtern Tartars broke the 


Peace, and made an Irruption into the Empire, 
Upon this the Emperor enter'd into a League with: 


© 
. * 
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the Prince of Weſt Tartary to deſtroy the Eaſtern: | 


Tartars, hoping to rid himſelf. of an. Enemy, who de- 
rided the Faith of Treaties, and continually harraſsd 
the Country. The Eaſtern Tartars, in a great Con- 
ſternation, immediately ſued for Peace, and made very.) 
advantageous Propoſals ; but. the Emperor, incenſed 
by their Breach of the moſt ſolemn Treaties, and de- 
pending more on the Faith of the Weſtern Tartars, 
ſcornfully rejected theſe Conditions, Ning t/ong. died 
without Iſſue the twenty-firſt Lear of the Cycle, aged 
fifty-ſeven Years. He was ſucceeded by Li ſſong, 
= was deſcended from the Founder of this . Dy-- 


Li tſong, the Fourteenth Emperor, reigned 40 Years. 


THE preſent Conjuncture required a waflike 


Prince, but Li tſeng was entirely devoted to the Sci- 
ences, and very much attach d to the mad Opinion 
of the Sect of Tao: In the ſecond Year of his Reign 
he gave the Title of Duke in perpetuity to the eldeſt. 
Son of the Family of Confucius ; this is the only Fa- 
ET Ff 4 mily 
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mily in the Empire which is exempted from paying 


Tribute. | | | 
In the mean time the War was carry*d on againſt 


the Tartars with great Vigour, for they were attack'd 


on one fide by the Chineſe, and on the other by the 
Weſtern Tartars, commanded by a skilful General 
named Pe yen, and were defeated in ſeveral Engage- 
ments. The Town of Ho nan was taken, where the 
King of Eaſt Tartary kept his Court, and the Capital 
of the Province of Chan tong was beſieged ; the Siege 
held a long Time, for the Beſieged defended the 
Place fo. obſtinately, that they were driven by Fa- 
mine to feed on human Fleſh : At length Ngati ti, the 
Tartar Prince, deſpairing of Relief, hang'd himſelf ; 
his Death put an end to the Empire of the Eaſtern 
Tartars, which had been ruPd by nine Princes in the 
Space of 117 Years: Nevertheleſs the ſmall Re- 
mains of theſe People gave riſe to the Family, which 
afterwards poſſeſs d the Empire of China, and govern 
it — Glory to this Day, as we ſhall ſee in the Se- 

Uel. ? | 
— Whilſt Li tſong had only the Southern Provinces of 
Ching under his Dominion, the Weſtern Tartars had 
the Empire of the North. Their King Ho pie lie, who 


had ſtudied the Sciences, gain'd the good Will of his 


Subjects by the Encouragement he gave to Learning, 
and by doing Honour to the Memory of Confucius, 
whom the Learned of China reverence as their Ma- 


ſter. Li //ong died without Iſſue the firſt Year of the 


Cycle, aged ſixty two Years ; Tou t/ong his Nephew 


ſucceeded him, 


Tou tſong, the Fifteenth Emperor, reigned ten Years. 


THE vicious Courſes to which Tou tfong was a- 
bandon'd, prov'd fatal to himſelf and the Empire. 
He was ſupported in his Follies by a treacherous Co- 
lac, who was equally a Slave to the moſt criminal 
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The Miniſters preſented Memorials to diſingagethe 
Emperor from this wicked Man, but without Succeſs. ' © 
Many of them, ſeeing no Remedy for the Misfortunes 
which were ready to fall on the Imperial Family, re- 
tired to the Weſtern Tartars, who were purſuing their 
Deſign of conquering the Empire: Their Army 
having overrun the Provinces of Jun nan, Se tchuen, . 
and Chen fi, entet'd the Province of Hou quang ; 
moſt of the Cities open'd the Gates to the Conqueror, 
whilſt the wretched Tou iſong, diſſolv'd in Pleaſures, 
was robb'd of his Dominions by degrees, before he 
was inform'd of theſe Misfortunes. F 

It was about this Time that Mark Paul, a Ve. 
netian Gentleman, came into China, and travelled, 
thro* the fineſt Provinces of this Country, of which 
he afterwards publiſh'd a Relation which gain'd but 
little Credit in Europe. 5 A 

Tou tſong died the eleventh Year of the Cycle, aged 
twenty-five Years, leaving three young Children, - 
who were born to be the Sport of Fortune. Kong Iſong 
his ſecond Son was plac'd upon the tottering Throne. 


Kong tſong, the Sixteenth Emperor, reigned two Tears. 
THE Empreſs governing during the Infancy. of 


Kong ſſong, ſent Ambaſſadors to the Tartar Prince 
to beg Peace, ſubmitting to the moſt humble and 
hardeſt Conditions. 5 N 
The Tartar King, without the leaſt Compaſſion, - 
anſwer' d, Your Family owes its Riſe to the Infan- 
* cy of the preceding Dynaſty, it is therefore juſt 
that the Remains of the Family of Jong, who 
are Infants, ſhould give place to another Family: 
In the interim Pe yen, the Tartar General, advanc'd 
with a numerous Army, and nothing ſtopt the Pro- 
greſs of the Conqueror; Pe yen is highly prai- 
ſed for his Prudence, in conducting an Army 
of 200000 Men with as much eaſe as a ſingle 
Soldier; and for his Modeſty, which was ſo 15 
3 marks 
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markable, that in the midſt of all his Victories he 
never ſpoke the leaſt Word in his own Praiſe. The 


thirteenth Year of the Cycle he took the Emperor 


Priſoner, who died in the Defart of Tartary call'd 


Kobi or Cha mo; this Prince was but ten Years old, 
and was ſucceeded by his eldeſt Brother Touan tſong 
in the Empire and his Misfortunes. 


Touan tſong, the Seventeenth Emperor, reigned 2 Nears. 


THE victorious March of the Tartar, who met 


with no Reſiſtance, oblig'd the Emperor to go on 
board his Fleet, with the Lords of his Court, and the 
Remains of his Army, which conſiſted of. 1 30000 


Men; they would have retir'd towards the Province 
of Fo kien, but being purſued by the Tartars, both by 


Sea and Land, they were oblig'd to fly to the Coaſt 
of Quang tong, which is the laſt Province of China, 
where the Emperor died of a Diſeaſe, aged 11 Years, 
His younger Brother Ti ping, who was the laſt of the 
Family of Song, was his Succeſſor. 


Ti ping, the Eighteenth Emperor, reigned two Years, 


THE Chineſe Fleet, being overtaken by the Tar- 
tarian Fleet, could not avoid an Engagement, which 
pfoved very bloody, and deciſive in favour of the 
Tartars, who gain'd a complete Victory. | 


The Colao Li /ieou ſe, who had the Care of the Em- 


pefor, ſeing his Ship ſurrounded by the Tartarian Vel- 
ſels, took the young Prince in his Arms, being but 
eight Years, and threw himſelf with him into the Sea. 


The reſt of the-Lords and Miniſters follow'd his Ex- 


ample > The Empreſs, frantick in Deſpair, with hor- 


rid Shrieks threw herſelf alſo into the Sea: This 


terrible Cataſtrophe happen'd near an Ifland in the 
Diſtrict of Quang tcheou fou, Capital of the Province 
of Quang tong: Another G 


Part of the Chineſe Fleet, fought his Way through 
the Enemy, and eſcaped their Fury with ſome of 7. | 
| Vel- 


who commanded a. 


Veſſels z he did his utmoſt. Endeavour to make to 
Shore, but he was drove off by a ſtrong Land Wind, 
and a violent Storm. ariſing; at the ſame Time, her 


was inſtantly ſunk with all that follow'd him. 


It is affirm'd that above 100000 Chineſe-periſh'd in 
this Fight, either by the Sword or the Sea, into 
which the greateſt Part threw themſelves in Deſpair. 
Thus ended the Dynaſty of Song, the laſt of the Chi- 
neſe Emperors : Chitſou; who was before called Ho pi 
lie, the fourth Son of Tui tou, the Founder of the Em- 
pire of the Weſtern: Tartars, took Poſſeſſion of his) 
new Conqueſt, and was the firſt Emperor of this new 


The. Twentieth Dynaſty,” called Yuen, which ron- 
aim nine Emperors in the Space .of. eighty+. 


nine Tears. 


a 


Chi tfou, the Firft-Emperor, reigned fifteen Tears. 


N 


: govern'd their own Princes, now rſt became 
ſubject to a foreign Power, if we may call this Em- 
peror a Foreigner, who in all his Behaviour ſeemd 
rather a Chineſe than a Tartar... At his coming to 
the Crown he. made no.. Alteration, neither in the). 
Miniſtry nor in the Laws and Cuſtoms 3 he wasvſon 
conformable to the Humour of his new Subjects, and 
gain'd their Affections to that degree by his ſtrictr 
Honour, his Equity, by the Protection he gave ton 
Men of Letters, and by his tender Love of his Peo- 
ple, that at preſent the Adminiſtration of this Tartan 
Family is call'd The viſe Government. ©; ANF 

He firſt ſettled his Court at Tai yuen-fou,' Capital.) 
of the Province of Chan ſi, and afterwards removed: 
it to Peking : This Town is calPd Cam balu, 9 | 

1 3 
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of Ham palu, by Mark Paul the Venetian, for in 
the Tartar — 25 Ham ſignifies King, and Palu 
a Court or Seat of the Emperor; it is eaſy for a 
Stranger to miſtake the Pronunciation of Words, 
the Meaning of which he cannot readily attain to; this 
has made him corrupt the Names of ſeveral other Chi- 
Cities. | 2 0 | 
The Emperor made a Declaration, that all Per- 
ſons ſhould continue in the Employments they poſ-- 
ſeſs d in the preceding Reign, but ſome refus'd the 
Offer, and preferr'd a voluntary Death before an ho- 
nourable Servitude ; one of theſe was a Colao, named 


Ven tien fian, who was taken Priſoner in the Sea- 


Fight. 


no hopes of reſtoring the Family of Song, which was 

extinct, that a wiſe Man ought to ſubmit to Fate, 

that the Emperor knew his Merit, and he might be aſ- 
ſur d of his Favour. . 

« A faithful Miniſter, reply'd the Colao, is at- 

<« tach'd to his Maſter as a Son is to his Father; if 


„c his Father is ſick he uſes all manner of Remedies 


- «© for his Cure; if the Strength of the Diſeaſe pre- 
<< yails over theſe Remedies, he ſtil} continues his 
&, Endeavours to give him Eaſe, that he may fulfil 
* the Duties of filial Piety, and is till ſenſible that 
<<: Heaven is the ſovereign Arbiter of Life and Death.” 
This was all the Anſwer he would make, and all En- 
deavours to conquer his Obſtinacy prov'd fruitleſs. 


After his Death theſe two Sentences were found 
written by his own Hand on his Girdle; the firſt is 


from Confucius, which was this, Let the Body periſh, 
provided that filial Piety is brought to Perfection; the 
other, from Mentius, was thus expreſs'd, I 1s but 4 
Trifle to loſe one's Life in the Support of Fuſtice. This 


/ Colao died, being forty-ſeven Years of Age, greatly 


lamented. 
The 


It was repreſented to him in vain that there was 


cc 
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The Emperor in the third Year of his Reign un- 
dertook an Enterprize againſt Fapan, and 100000 


Men were employ'd in the Expedition, which proy'd 


very unfortunate, not above three or four Perſons re- 
turning home with the News, that all the reſt were 
loſt by Shipwreck, or periſh'd in the neighbouring 
Iſlands. 8 555 | * 

The ſame Year he cauſed all the Books of the Sect 


of Tao to be burnt, and ordain'd that there ſhould be 


but one Calendar for the whole Empire, which ſhould 
be made at Court, and publiſh'd yearly, forbiddi 
all private Perſons to concern themſelves in this Work 
upon pain of Death. oF | 
Four Years after his only Son dy'd, whom he had 
appointed his Heir, and tho” he left Children the 
Emperor was inconſolable for his Loſs : Some Mabo- 


metans having offer'd the Emperor a Precious Stone 


of great Value, he forbid the Sale of it, Becauſe, ſaid 
he, the Money it would coſt might be mere uſefully em- 
ploy'd for the Relief of the Poor. er 
Underſtanding that the Veſſels, which brought to 
Court the Tribute of the Southern Provinces, were 
obliged to come by Sea, and alſo thoſe which car- 
ry'd on the Trade of the Empire, and that they often 
ſuffer'd Shipwreck, he cauſed a great Canal to be 


made, which is at preſent one of the Wonders of Chi- 


na, being 300 Leagues long, and like a great Road 
of Water, by which upwards of gooo Imperial Veſ- 
ſels tranſport ſecurely,” and at a ſmall Expence, the 


Tribute of Grain, Stuffs, Sc. which is annually paid 


to the Emperor. 5 Sg 
Had this been the only Advantage this Prince pro- 


cured for China, he might well deſerve the great En- 


comiums which are given him : He died at cighty 


Yeats of Age, in the thirty-firlt Year of the Cycle, 
and was ſucceeded by his Grandſon named Tching 


{fong. 


Tching 
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De General, His TORY of | 
Tehing tſong, the Second Emperor, reigned 13 Years, 
' TCHING TSONG is prais'd for his | Cle- 
mency, and his Love to his Subjects: He miti 
the Severity of Puniſhments, and leflen'd the Impoſts 
with which the People were oppreſs'd by ſeveral of the 
petty Sovereigns ; but his ill State of Health prevent: 
ed his applying himſelf ige to the Affairs of 
Government. 
He dy'd at the Age of Forty-two, in the forty: 
fourth Year of the Cycle, and You tſong his n 
ſucceeded him. N 


Vou tſong, the Third Emperor, reigned four Nan. 


T HE People thought the Reign of You iſong too 
hort, being nant with the Affection he bore them, 
and the ready Inclination he always ſhew'd to make 
them happy : He was naturally liberal, but beſtow'd 
his Favours only on thoſe who did ſore conſiderable 
Service to the State, whom he n with a Royal 
Generoſity. | 

To give a Luſtre to "ARE g. * to create an 
Emulation among the Learned, he gave to Confucius 
the ſame Titles and Honours that are paid to Sove- 
reign Princes; and being inform'd that Gold, Silver, 
Grain, and Silk, were — out of the Empire, he 
forbid the Exportation of theſe Commodities for the 
future under ſevere Penalties. 

This Prince dy'd at the Age of thirty-one, in the 
forty- eighth Year of the Cycle, and Gin tſong his ute - 
rine Brother was his Succeſſor. 


Gin tſong, the Fourth Emperor, reigned nine Years. 


THE People had no reaſon. to regret the Loſs of | 


the Emperor, for they found ſtill more valuable Qua- 


lities in bis derber Gin Yong 7 „who had a lively and 
wi 


penetrating Genius, join? great Equity, Swott- 
nels of Temper, and Moderation, 1 


The 


Cutx a, CHIxRSE-TART AR Y, Wc. gag | 


The way to gain his Favour was to give him pru- 
dent Aae, efoecially when it Wi 4 4 
Quiet and Happineſs of his Subjects: He inflicted © 
1 Puniſhments with Regret, but rewarded with Libera- 

. lity 3 in ſhort, he apply'd himſelf wholly to the well- 
governing his Dominions. K+ an 

4 He publiſh'd an Edict forbidding all Princes and 

f petty Sovereigns to hunt from the fafth Moon in each 


Year to the tenth, to prevent doing Damage to the 
Country; and uſed to ſay, That the Mabometans 
were extremely fond of Jewels, but that he ſet a grea- 
ter Value on wiſe Men, whom he always endeavour d ; 
to have near his Perſon; For, ſaid he, if by their  *: 
Counſel I can make my People enjoy Peace, and the Con- $4 
veniencies of Life, what Riches can be compar'd to this 
Happineſs ? | AT | pots 

Being inform'd that five Brethren were found guil- 
ty of a Crime, for which they were condemn'd to die, 
Let one at leaſt be pardoned, ſays the Emperor, that 
their unfortunate Parents may have ſomebody left to feed 

and comfort them: In the time of a great Drought, 
n which threaten'd to deſtroy the Harvelt, is I, cry'd 
he ſighing, is I who have drawn this Calamity upon 
my People, and frequently repeating theſe, Words, he 
offer d Incenſe, and implor'd the Aſſiſtance of Hea- 
ven, and it was obſery'd that the next Day Rain fell 
in great Abundance, which reviv'd the parch'd and 
lnguiſhing Fields. | „ 

This Prince dy d aged thirty-ſix Years, the fiſty- 
ic. © fvcnth Year of the Cycle; his eldeſt Son ig ſong 

ſucceeded him. | 59% 4 9 677 BY 


Yng tſong, the Fifth Emperor, reigned three Tears. 


of | 7NG TSONG poſſeſsd all the Virtues of his 
14- Father, and his Subjects expected the Continuation of 
nd I 15 happy Government, when he was aſſaſſinated, as 
et. he was entering his Tent with a moſt faithful Colao, 
by ſome wicked Villains, who had been guilty * 


4 
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moſt enormous Crimes, and dreaded the Puniſhment 
due to their Demerits. exe on 
This Prince liv'd but thirty Years, and his Succeſ- 


ſor was Tai ting eldeſt Son of King Hien hong. 


Cycle 62. 
An. Dom. 


1324. 


Tai ting, tbe Sixth Emperor, reigned five Years. 


ABOUT a Month after Tai ting began his 
Reign; he condemn'd the Murderers of his Predeceſ. 
for to ſuffer the moſt cruel Deaths, and extirpated 
their Families, by executing their Children and Grand- 
Children. 15 
In this Reign, as in the former, China was afflict 
ed with various Calamities, as Earthquakes, falling of 
Mountains, Inundations, Droughts, Conflagrations, 
and many other Diſaſters, and the Emperors on theſe 


Occaſions. gave Proofs of their Affection for the Peo- 


ple, by the Succour they procur d them to the utmoſt 


of their Power. 
Tai ting forbid the Bonzes of Thibet, called Lamas, 
to enter his Dominions, who uſed to come in great 


numbers” to China, and wandering from Houle to 


Houſe were burdenſome to the People. 

This Prince dying the fiftieth Year of the Cycle, 
aged thirty-ſix Years, the States aſſembled after his 
Death, and elected his ſecond Son; but he refus'd to 
accept a Crown, which he ſaid was the Right of his 
eldeſt Brother Ming tſong; upon which Refuſal the 
Prince was ſent for, who was in Tartary, and pro- 
claim'd Emperor. 


Ming tſong, the 8 eventh Emperor, reigned one Year. 


SIX Months after Ming !/oug was made Empe- 
ror he gave a great Entertainment for all the Lords 
of his Court, but in the height of their Mirth he 
dy*d ſuddenly, and ſome ſuſpect he was poiſon'd : 


His younger Brother Ven !/ong, who had before re- 
fus d the Crown, was his Succeſſor, 


Ven 


C1 va, CAINXISE-TARTARVY, Oc. 


Ven tſong, the E whih Emperor, reignd three Years,” 


VEN TSONG ſeem'd to have merited the 
Crown for having refus'd it with ſo much Indiffe- 
rence; and indeed the Care he took to have good Xo 
Miniſters, and his Readineſs to follow their Counſels, 
is worthy of Praiſe: He is accuſed but of one Er- 
ror, and that was for receiving into his Palace, with 
the greateſt Honours, the great Lama, Head of the 
Bonzes of Thibet, and for commanding his Courtiers 
to pay him the greateſt Reſſ 

The greateſt Lords were ſeen to ſalute this Bonze 
upon their Knees, and to give him Wine in this 
humble Poſture, whilſt he did not deign to ſtir, from 
his Seat, nor return the leaſt Mark of Civility. 
One of the principal Courtiers being piqu'd at this 
Haughtineſs, Honeſt Man (ſays he) I know that 
« you are a Diſciple of Fee, and Maſter of the 
“ Bonzes, but perhaps you are ignorant that IL am a 
«© Diſciple of Confucius, and of one of the high- 


| © eſt Orders of the Learned in the Empire; it's 


« fit you ſhould be acquainted with it, therefore let 
Aus lay aſide all Ceremony; “ and ſtanding up at the 
ſame time he offer d him the Cup, when the great 
Lama riſing from his Seat, and ſmiling, took the Wine 
and drank it. 

Ven bſong died the ninth Year of the Cycle, aged 
twenty-nine Years, and Ning tſong ſucceeded him, but as 
he liv'd only two Months, he is not rank'd among 
the Emperors: His eldeſt Brother Chun ti was fetch d 
from the Province of Quang ſi, and placed on the 
Throne, being thirteen Years old; he was the Son of 


the ſeventh Emperor. 


Cliun ti, the Ninth Emperor, reigned 35 Nai. 


C HUN T1 was the laſt of the Tartar Princes of 
this Dynaſty who govern'd China: Theſe Princes, 
enervated by the Pleaſures of this fine and truitful Cli- 

Vol. I. G g mate, 
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mate, inſenſibly degenerated from the Courage and 
Bravery of their Anceſtors, while the Chineſe whom they 
had ſubdu'd, growing a warlike People, deprived them 

of their Conqueſts, and drove them for ever from the | 


Empire. 
Thi peror, tho* of great natural Parts, drew 
upon himſelf this Diſgrace by his effeminate Indolence 
and Love of Pleaſures, for which he quite neglected 
the Buſineſs of the State, leaving the Care of the Go- 
vernment to his Colao,” Pe yeou hama, who was be- 
come abſolute, and intirely diſpos'd of all the Empe- 
ror's Favours. 4 
To compleat his Misfortunes he ſent for the Lamas 
of Tartary, who introduced Idolatry and Magick, and 
as they only ſtudy'd to humour the vicious Inclina- 
tions of this Prince, they placed in the Palace a Com- 
pany of young Female Dancers, whoſe Practices ren- 
dered him completely effeminate. | 
In the twenty-third Year of the Cycle a Chineſe, 
nam' d Tchou, who had been a Servant in a Monaſt 
of Bonzes, joining a numerous Company of Revol- 
ters, became their Leader, and made a ſurpriſing Ad- 
vantage of the preſent Circumſtances of Affairs, ren- 
dering himſelf by Maſter of ſome Provinces, 
and 1n a celebrated Battle defeated Part of the Em- 
peror's Troops which oppos'd his victorious March. 
ſe extraordinary Succeſſes ſoon increas'd his Army, 
and the Chineſe lock*d to him from all Parts; Tchou 
„having croſs'd the Ze/ow River without Oppoſition, 
eaſily got poſſeſſion of all the Towns in his way, and 
at lepgth meeting the Imperial Army gave imme- 
diate Orders to engage, and gain'd a complete Vic- 
tory ; the -9 504 was forc'd to fly towards the North, 
where he dy'd two Years after, and with him the Tar- 
tar Family of Juen was extinct, which was ſuc- 
ceeded by the Dynaſty Ming, founded by Tchou, who 
was called before Hong vou, and who took the Name 


of Tai thn. 
| | * Tbe 
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cycle, and fix d his Court at Nan king, Capital of 
the Province of Kiang nan: The next Year he took 
Peking, after one Day's Siege, and made this Coun- 


try a Sovereignty, which he gave to Fo his fourth 


Son; afterwards he gave the Title of Emperor to his 
Father, Grandfather, - Great Grandfather, and his 
Great Grandfather's Father. 

He made ſeveral Laws to preſerve the Peace of the 
Empire, by which he ordain'd, 

I. That thoſe who enjoy'd Sovereignties ſhould 
not extend their. Power beyond the Limits of their 
Territories, nor meddle with Publick Affairs. 

2. That Eunuchs thould have no Employments Ci- 
vil or Military. 

3. That no Perſon ſhould become a Bonze, © 
Bonzeſs, before the Age of forty Lear s. 

4. That the ancient and min Laws ſhould be re- 
duced into a Body of three hundred Volumes: "This 
Work was an Age before it appear'd. 

. Tb the twen -ſeven Months, which Was the 


Applauſe, in the forty-ſixth Year of the 


Time of mourning for the Death of a Father of Mo- 


ther, ſhould be reduc'd to twenty-ſeven Days. 


His Court was ſoon crouded with Ambaſſadors 


| from all Parts, who came to congratulate him on his 


Acceſſion to the Thrones and brought him, among 
YE other 
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other Preſents, a Lion, which was the firſt the Chi- 


neſe ever ſaw : Corea, Japan, the Iſland of Formoſa, b 
the Kingdom of Siam, and the Southern Ifles were b, 
diſtinguiſh'd for the moſt celebrated Embaſſies. / 


The Joy of the Court was very much damp'd-,by K. 
the Death of the Emperor's Wife, named Ma, whom 
he highly eſteem'd, and openly declar'd that he ow'd 
the Crown to her prudent Counſel ; he was ſo griev'd 

for this Loſs, that he never created another Empreſs. 
Cycle 63. It being one of his chief Concerns to make Learn- 
An. Dom. ing flouriſh, he granted great Privileges to the Impe- 
1384- rial College, and aſſiſted in Perſon at the Examina- 
tions for attaining the Degree of Doctor; yet he 
would not ſuffer Confucius to be honour'd like a King, 
as ſome of his Predeceſſors had done, but order'd him 
to be honour'd in quality of Sien Sſee, that is, a Maſter 

of the Empire. 15 den lp Mgt 

Among the various Maxims of this Prince, theſe 
two are reported to be moſt familiar with him: ¶ ben 
there is any Diſturbance in the Empire, never take any 
haſty Meaſures. And again, In times of Tranquility 
be cautious of treating your People with too much Seve- 
rity, and of. inſiſting upon Trifles, He uſed to ſay, 

That as Heaven and Earth produce all things neceſſa 
for the Support of Men, ſo a wiſe Emperor ſhould only 
ſtudy how to provide for the Wants of his Subjects; and 
the with this View be might leſſen the Impoſts, and mo- 
dierate publick Expences, he ſhould always fear his Sub- 


1 
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jets might want neceſſary Proviſions. 5 A 
In a time of great Drought he dreſs'd himſelf in i 

Mourning, went up a high Mountain, and ſtaid there 

three Days to inipbore the Clemency of Heaven ; and 

the Rain, which fell afterwards in great Plenty, was A 


 eſteem'd the Effect of his Prayers. 
As he took his Progreſs thro' the Provinces of the - 
Empire, accompany*d by his eldeſt Son, one Day he c 
ſtopt his Car in the midſt of the Fields, and turning 
to his Son, I took you with me, ſaid he, that you * ch 
| c 


CINA, CHINESE-TARTARY, &c. 
be an Eye-witneſs of the painful Toils of the poor Hus- 
bandmen, and that the Compaſſion this laborious Station 


ſhould excite in your Heart might prevent your burden= 


ing them with Impoſts. 


The unexpected Death of this Son, which hap» | 
pen d ſoon after, overwhelm'd the Emperor with 


Grief; he mourn'd for him three Years, contrary. to 
the Law he had made, and named his Grandſon Heir 
Soccer re ot £ 435 

A young Man named Scui, travelling with his 
Wife and Father, fell unfortunately into the Hands of 
Robbers ; as they were going to murder the good old 
Man, his Son ſtept before him, and begg'd with 
Tears that they would kill him inſtead of his Father; 


and as they offer'd Violence to his Wife, Can you be 


guilty, ſays ſhe, of ſuch an infamous Action, while my 
Husband is living? There was a great Fire kindled 
near the Place, into which they threw the young 
Man, but the Wife ran directly into the Flames, and 
n embracing her Husband they were both burnt 
to Aſhe | 


8. 


The Emperor cauſed a fine Monument to be erect- 


ed in memory of their Piety and Fidelity; but at the 


ſame time he ſeverely puniſh*d another young Man 


for facrificing his Son to an Idol, in hopes of reco- 
yering the Health of his Mother who was dying. 
This Prince died the fifteenth Year of the Cycle, 
aged ſeventy-one Years, and his Grandſon Rien ven 
ti, who was but thirteen Years old, ſucceeded him, 


Kien ven ti, the Second Emperor, reigned four Years. 
_KIEN VEN TI began his Reign with an 
Action of Clemency, for which he receiv'd the Bleſ- 
ſings of his People; he remitted the third Part of the 


Taxes, and gave other Marks of his Concern and 


Compaſſion for the Unfortunate, all which promis'd one 


of the moſt happy Reigns ; but he was diſturb'd from 
the beginning by the Ambition of his Uncles, Sons of 
{= 683 che 
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the late Emperor, who could not bear to ſex a Child 
preferr'd before ſo many Princes who were of Age to 

ern. | Js ed 

They attributed their Father's Choice to the pri- 
vate Contrivances of the Colao, whoſe Intrigues they 
had partly diſcover d; but the fourth Son of Tai ſon, 
who was King of Peking, appeared the moſt incens'd, 
and took up Arms to revenge this Injuſtice, as he 


calPd it, and to puniſh the Authors; the Court ſeht 


a great Army to oppoſe his Deſigns, and an Engage- 
Ay low d fr rt long and bloody 4 if 
which Peace was propos'd, but Yong lo, for ſo they 
call'd the King of Peking, rejected all Conditions till 
the Emperor's Miniſters were deliver'd to him ; this 
being refus'd he march'd forwards, and arriving near 
the Imperial City, a Traitor, named Li kong long, 
opening the Gates of the City to him, a great Slaugh- 
ter was made in the Town; the Imperial Palace was 
reduc'd to Aſhes, and the Body of the young Empe- 
ror, half conſutned by the Flames, was brought to 
the Conqueror, who could not refrain from Tears at 


this fad Spectacle, and gave Orders for his Obſe- 


ques to be perform'd in a manner ſuitable to his Dig- 


b, Pac the Miniſters chiefly felt the Fury of the Con- 
queror, for he put many of them to cruel Deaths ; 
others prevented the Torments to which they were 
deſtin'd, by a voluntary Death, while others ſhaved 
their Heads, and made their eſcape in the Habits of 
Bonzes.. 3 35 
Thus was the Emperor deſtroy'd at ſeventeen Years 
of Age, in the fourth Year of his Reign, and the 
twentieth of the Cycle, and Jong lo, who took the 
ame of Thing ſou, tiz'd on the Throne of his 


w » 


# 
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d Tehing ſou, or Yong lo, the Third Emperor, reigned. 
9 1 twenty-three Years. 
1. 'TCHING SOU was a Prince of grea eat 8 pirit, and 
2 uncommon Sagacity, but he made ſalt Tied 
5 at firſt by the crue! Examples of his Severity: He 
j re-eſtabliſhed his Brothers in their Sovereignties, con- 
1 tinued their Revenues, and rewarded all his Adherents 
** with the ſame Liberality, except the Traitor Li kong 
long. 
K This Wretch committed a freſh Crime, and being 
condemn'd to die, inſolently reproach'd Tching, ſou 
6 with Ingratitude : Would you have been now reigning, 
18 ſays he, if I had not — the Gates of the City? 
\ || T77aitor, reply'd the Emperor, I owe the Crown to my 
good Fortune, and not to your Treachery : Would not you 
p? ba ve * the Gates to any other Perſon with the ſame 
Forces | 
2 A A great many young People having procur'd them- 
* ſelves to be conſecrated Bonzes before the Age of | 
* F * againſt the Laws of his Father's Reign, he | 


ed them all to quit their Monaſteries, . burnt 
> 411 the Books of Chymiſtry which treated of the pre- 
85 tended Secret how to become immortal. 
The ſeventh Year of his Reign he remov'd his 
Court from Nan king to Peking, leaving his Son 
4 Heir at Nan king, with ſeveral Tribunals and Manda- 
+ rins, like thoſe eftabliſh'd at Peking. 
of One Day ſome Jewels being preſented to him, which 
were found 4 in a Mine diſcover'd in the Province of 
Chan fi, he gave Orders to ſhut the Mine immediate- 
ly, becauſe be — not, as he ſaid, fatigue his Sub- 
h 8 fjetts with a fruitleſs Toil, ſince theſe Stones, however 
1 valuable they might ſeem, could neither feed nor cloath 
2 bis People in a Time of Scarcity: He cauſed five Bells | 
of Braſs to be caſt, which weighed each 120000 || 
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| -» The thirtieth Year of the Cycle he appointed forty- Pr 
two Doctors of the Court, called Han lin, to give ly 
more ample Explanations of the ancient Claſſical ter 
Books, and to confine themſelves to the Opinions of 
two Authors, named Tching t/e and Tebu iſe, who O. 
had interpreted them, according to their own Fancy, a- the 
bout three hundred Years before, under the Dynaſty ve 
of Song. ent 
Theſe Doctors compos'd a Work intitled, Sing li fe- 
la tfuen, which ſignifies Natural Philoſophy, in which, ref 
ſeeming to preſerve the ancient Doctrine, they endea- by 
vour'd to make it agree with the Fictions of an empty of 
Syſtem, by which it was intirely overthrown, by eac 
As this Work was printed by the Authority of tw 
the Emperor, the Authors holding a conſiderable ful 
Rank in the Empire, and as there are always ſome Di 
Spirits extremely fond of Noveltzes, it is not ſurpri- ſig 
ſing that ſome of the Learned have embraced a Doc- the 
trine as oppolite to ſound Reaſon, as it 1s dangerous Co 
to good Morals. WY on, at 
Yong lo, or Tehing tſou, died in the forty-firſt Year the 
of the Cycle, aged 63 Years, and his Son Gin ſſong dy 
ſucceeded him, 2 90 | | 


Gin tſong, the Fourth Emperor, reigned ſome Months, 


rec 
GIN TSONG at his coming to the Crown 
gave a ſignal Inſtance of his Affection for his Sub- the 
jects, for there being a general Famine in the Pro- | 
vince of Chang tong, he order'd thither his Colao, ' 
Yang iſe tis; but the Colao repreſenting that it would 
be proper to conſult the Tribunals how to ſuccour gin 
ſuch a numerous People, Let me not have ſo many gre 
Conſultations, reply*'d the Emperor, when my People Ap 
are diſtreſid we muſt fly to their Aſiſtance with as much rev 
Speed and Readineſs as we would to extinguiſh a Fire, = 
h 

mp 

Ar 

ed 1 


—_— 


er ſtop a ſudden Inundation. Some Perſons propoſing 
to make a Diſtinction between thoſe who were more 
or leſs in Want, With all my Heart, reply'd the 


Prince, 
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Prince, but let them be very careful not to enter too nice 
ly into Particulars, nor be afraid of exceeding ny lu. 


lentions by being too liberal. 


He had a great Opinion of Judicial Aftrology : 


One Day, after having fat up all Night obſerving 
the Stars, and perceiving ſome Revolution in the Hea- 
vens, he ſent for two of his Colaos z My Life is at an 
end, ſays he; you have been Witneſſes of all I have ſuf- 
fer'd from my Enemies during the twenty Years I have 
reſided in the Oriental Palace; you have ſupported me 
by your Fidelity and Union, receive therefore this Token 


of my Friendſhip ; ſpeaking theſe Words, he gave 


each of them a Seal, on which was engrav'd theſe 
two Characters, Tchong tebing, which ſignifies, faith. 


ful and upright Miniſter; they took this Mark of 
Diſtinction with Tears in their Eyes, and ever after 


ſgn'd their Diſpatches with this Seal: From that time 


the Emperor lay in a languiſhing Condition, and a 


Courier was diſpatch'd to his Son, who kept his Court 


at Nan king, with an Account of it, but he had not 


the Comfort to hear the laſt Words of his Father, he 
dying before his Arrival. . l 


This Prince died at the Age of forty-eight, in the 


forty- ſecond Year of the Cycle, this Year being 

reckon'd in the Reign of his Son Suen tſong, contra- 

ry to the Cuſtom of China, which includes that of 
e Emperor's Death in the Years of his Reign. 


Suen tſong, the Fifth Emperor, reigned ten Tears. - 


SUEN TSONG publiſt'd an Edict in the be- 
ginning of his Reign, ferbidding to conter the De- 


gree of Licentiate on any of the Learned under tze 
Age of twenty-five Years. Soon after his Uncle 


revolted, and being taken Prifoner in an Engage- 
ment, was condemn'd to perpetual: Impriſonment. 
The Tartars were alſo puniſh'd for making an lr- 


ruption into the Empire; Suen !/oug commanding his 


Army in Perſon gave them Battle, and intirely rout- 


ed their Forces. 5 The 
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. The King of Cocbinchina, who had been nominat- 
by the Emperor, was killed three 
Years after by a Company of Rebels, who imme- 
diately ſent Ambaſſadors to beg a Pardon, and to im- 
plore the — s Clemency. The Emperor was 
inclinable enough uniſh this Treaſon, but ſince 
it would have She him to ſend an Army into a 
a which could not be done without a 
great Charge to his Subjects, he alter*d his Reſolu- 
tion, and even ſent back the Ambaſſadors with Titles 
of Honour. 

1 this time the Palace took Fi ire, and conti- 

ſeveral Days: A vaſt quantity of Gold, 

— 1 ewter were melted to r into a mixt 
Metal, of which great numbers of Veſſels were made 
that are greatly valued to this Day, and bear a very 
great Price. Sven t/ong died the fiſty-ſecond Year of 
the Cycle, aged thirty-cight Years, and his eldeſt Son 
Tag !ſong was his Succeſſor, 


Ing tſong, the Sixth Emperor, e fourteen Nears, 


YNG TSONG, being only nine Years old, was 

put under the Protection of the Empreſs and the 

Eunuch ; he began his Reign by rebuilding 

the nine Gates of the Imperial City; in his third Year 

he publiſhed an Edict prohibiting all Perſons from 
doing Honours to Confucius in the Temples of Idols. 

The Tartars, taking Advantage of the Emperor's 
Youth, made continual Excurſions into the Provinces 
of China which were near their Country, and com- 
mitted the greateſt of Robberics. 

The ſixth Year of this Cycle, and the fourteenth of 
the Emperor's Reign, the young Emperor, at the Head 
of a great Army, marched againſt the Fartars to the 
other fide of the Great Wall ; but this Army, being 

much weaken'd by want of Proviſions, could 
not ſtand the Shock of the Enemy, but was entirely 
defeated ; the Emperor was taken Priſoner, and car- 
ried to the fartheſt ow of Tartary, This 


This News put the Court ina great Conſternation 
his Son was placed on the Throne, who was but two 
Years old; and King ti, the eldeſt Brother of the im- 
priſon'd Emperor, was made Protector, who ſoon 
uſurped the Title and Authority of Emperor. 

In the mean time the Empreſs ſent a great Quan- 
tity of Gold, Silver and Silks for the Emperor's 
Ranſom ; the Tartar King received the Preſents, and 
conducted his Prifoner to the Borders of China, as if 
he intended to have reſtored his Liberty, but in a 
tew Days, pretending that the Ranſom was too ſmall 
for ſo great a Prince, he carried him back again to 
Tartary. I 4: N 40 I ect 


King ti, the Seventh Emperor, reigned ſeven Years in 
is Brother's ſtead. | | 


THE ſeventh Year of the Cycle King ti took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Brother's Throne, who was Priſoner in 
Tartary ; nevertheleſs a Convention was made for the 
Return of this Prince, and ſome of the Grandees were 
ſent to receive him; but the Tartar thought they were 
hot worthy to accompany ſuch a powerful Prince, and 
that all the greateſt Men of the Empire ought to at- 
tend his Return. 30 | 

He was eſcorted by a great Number of Men to the 
Frontiers of China, near the Mountain Tang kia lin 
from which Place he wrote to the Court that he re- 
nounced the Empire to paſs the reſt of his Lite in a 
quiet Solitude, and that there ſhould be no Prepara- 
tion made for his Reception; and to avoid all Cere- 
mony he enter'd the Town by a private Gate: The 
two Brothers met, and after they had embrac'd each 
other with the greateſt Tenderneſs, King ti, follow'd 
by all his Courtiers, conducted his Brother to the Pa- 
hce of the South, which he had choſen for his Retire- 
ment. Ning li continued to govern, intending alſo 
to declare his Son Heir to the Empire, and had fix'd 
the Birth-Day of the young Prince to perform the 


Ceremony. 
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Ceremony. Converſing one Day with a Colao, The baff 
Birth-Day of the Prince, my Heir, ſays he, happens fl 1 

the ſecond Day of the ſeventh Moon. Give me leave che 

to tell you, reply'd the Colao, That it is the firſt Day gong 

\ of the eleventh' Moon. By this he let him know the 

Birth Day of the Son of Big tſong, who was the law- 1 

ful Emperor: Theſe Words filenced King ti, and there: 

was no more mention made of declaring his Son Heir I 

to the Crown: This Son lived but a Year, and King his! 

ti himſelf, was ſeiz d with a Diftemper which was Thi 
reckon'd mortal. D iſong was brought out of the I ridic 
Southern Palace, and obliged to re- aſcend the Throne ¶ of 

before the Death of King ti, which fell out a Year ¶ fſty 


Ing tſong, the Seventh Emperor, re-aſcends the Throne, I of a 
and reigns eight Years, 10 

AS ſoon as oy ti was dead the Emperor was re- ti. 
ed to blacken his Memory, and to eraſe his Name ¶ vine 


om all publick Acts, as a Puniſhment for having Chi 
uſurped the Throne; the Emperor rejected this Pro- 1 C 
poſal, and was ſatisfied with performing his Funeral 
Obſequies only with the Honours due to him as hie 
Prince of the Blood, and the Emperor's Brother. 1 
Nin tfong died at the Age of thirty- one, the twenty- 
firſt Year of the Cycle, and his eldeſt Son Hier t/ong 
was his Succeſſor, Boot 


Hien tſong, the Eighth Emperor, reigned 23 Years, i Yea! 


HIEN TSONG was the Son of the Second Vo 
Queen, the Empreſs having no Children; all that 8 
is related of him is, that he was ſtrongly attach'd to eint. 
the Sect of the Bonzes; that the twenty- third Year of 2 
the Cycle he defeated an Army of Rebels in the Pro- ;; =p 
vince of Hou quang ; that the thirty-ſixth Year he cut 
— * ſelf « 
in pieces the Army of the Tartars, who from time to 

| | Sallie 
time came to plunder the Country; that the next Yea! of 2 
the King of Cerca having propoſed a ſhorter : 
; ler 
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baſſy, he would never conſent to it. 

' He died aged forty-one Years, the forty- ert er 
the Cycle, and was ſucceeded by his eldeſt Son Hias 
Heng, who was before called Hong tchi. 


Hiao tlong, or Hong tchi, the Ninth Emperor, 
ieigned eighteen Tears. 


IN the fifth Year of his Reign Hiao gang Fw 
his Son Heir to the Crown, with great Solemnity: 
This Emperor is blamed for his Adherence” to the 
ridiculous Su itions of the Bonzes, for "fond 
of Chymiſtry, and for his Love of Flattery: The 
fifty-ſecond Year of the Cycle one of the 
Bonzes was brought to Court; he was the Ring-leader 


* 


of a Sedition, and was taken Priſoner i in an Engage- 


ment, and tho* a Bonze was beheaded. 

China was afflicted in this Reign with many Cala- 
mities ; the Famine was ſo ſevere in the Weſtern Pro- 
vinces, that Fathers were known to eat their own 
Children; the Plague, which is an Evil ſcarce known 
in China, ravaged all the Eaſtern Parts of the Weſtern 
Provinces, and there happened terrible Earthquakes, 
which buried alive ſeveral thouſand People. 


46 
eaſier Way of paying his Homage, than by an Em- - | 


| * 


The firſt Year of the Cycle was remarkable for the Cycle 64. 
general Grief cauſed by the Death of the Empreſs; An. Do 


and for the Irruptions of the Tartars, and the 
Booty they carried away: The Emperor died next 
Year, and his Son Jou lſong was his Succeſſor, 


Vou tſong, the Tenth Emperor, reigned |, xteen Tears. 


SEVERAL n 
ginning of this Reign, which gave occaſion to a Colas; 
named Tao, to preſent a Memorial to the Emperor 
Von tfong, in which he counſelled him to apply him- 
ſelf diligently to the Affairs of State, to repreſs the 


Sallies of his Paſſion, to moderate his exceſſive Love 
of Hunting, to remove from Court his F me —_ 5 


* 


Diſaſters happen'd in the be- 


great 1504. 
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the looſe young People whom he chiefly favom d, and 
to ſupply their Places with Men af p roved Wiſ⸗ 
means he might a er of Heaven, and 
deſerve its — for the future: The ſixth Year 
of the Cycle the Tartars renewed their Ravages, and 
the Tear following a petty Sovereign of the Imperial 
Family, having revolted, was taken Priſoner in a Bat- 
tle, and puniſſ' d: with Deatn. 5 280 
Mean while the Famine, which laid waſte the 
Provinces of Chan tong and Ho nan, and the heavy 
Impoſts, had reduced the People to ſuch Extremitics 
that they took Arms in deſpair, and forming ſeve- 
ral Bodies advanced to the Territories of Peking: 
They were called Lien iſe, becauſe they 1 
over-ſpread the Provinces, deſtroying all before them; 
They were oppoſed by ſeveral Forces, who only 
_ check'd their Attempt, and ſmother'd the Rebellion 
for a time, which appeared again upon the firſt fg 
vourable Opportunity, bay 2 | | 
The fifteenth Year of the Cycle You 2/ong laid the 
Deſign of marching againſt the Tartars, without 
making himſelf known, taking only the Title of Ge- 
neraliſſimo; his Miniſters ſtrongly repreſented to him, 
ttat ſuch a Diſguiſe would greatly endanger his Per- 
ſon, and occaſion ſeveral Revolts: This Oppoſition 
fo enraged the Emperor that he drew his Sabre to 
ſtrike thoſe who reſiſted his Will, upon which one 
of his Colaos offer'd his Head to be cut off; this re- 
ſolute Behaviour appeaſed the Prince's Fury, and he 
alter d his Reſolution. * a 
The next Year, making Preparation to retire into 
the Southern Provinces, viz. Kiang nan, or The kiang, 
his Calaos preſented freſh Remonſtrances, in which 
they obſerved that the Tartars would certainly look 
upon this Journey as a ſhameful. Flight, that they 
would grow more haughty and inſolent, and that hi 
Abſence would leave the Northern Countries open to 
their Invaſions. He 


givii 
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He was highly incenſed at theſe prudent Counſels, 
nd to puniſh their Raſhneſs he ſutfer'd them to re- 
main expoſed to the Weather five whole Days, on their 
Knees, before the Gate of his Palace, and ſome of 
them he impriſoned. A ſudden Inundation happen- 
ing at this time he took it for a bad Preſage; this en- 
tirely appeaſed his Anger, fo he ſent home his Miniſters, 
and laid aſide all Thoughts of going to the Southern 
Provinces : This Prince being taken very ill the 
eighteenth Year of the Cycle, he aſſembled ti the Gran- 
dees of his Court, and in their Preſence declared that 
he appointed the Empreſs to be Protectreſs of his Se- 
cond Son, who was thirteen Vears old, and whom 
he had nam'd his Succeſſor ; he died at erb 
thirty-one Lear s. 


Chi tlong, or Kia tling, tbe Elebentb ee reigned 
forty-five Nears, 


THE Behaviour of Chi !ſong in the beginning of 
his Reign gave great hopes of his future good G- 
the vernment, but the End was not anſwerable to theſe 
out Expectations: He examined himſelf: the Petitions 
Ge- © which were preſented to him, and in a time of Scarcity 
he ordered his Courtiers to tell him his Faults, 
giving large Sums out of the Imperial Treaſures to 
relieve. his People, He repaired the Great Wall which 
ſeparates China from Tartary, and renewed the Law 
made by the Founder of this Dynaſty, which or- 
dained, that Confucius ſhould be honoured only by 
the Title of Sien ſee, that is, a Maſter of the Empire. 

' I Iwo young Maids perceiving that their Father's In- 
into I digence inclin'd him to fell them for Proſtitutes, 
ang, © eſcaped this Diſgrace by drowning themſelves: Chin 
hich I Zong erected a fine Monument to their Memory, with 
look I this Inſcription, be 10 illuſtrious Virgins. 
they © This Prince is blamed for his exceſſive Love of 
t by . and the Credulity with which he follow'd all 
n t0 6 Whims of the Bonzes: He cauſed 

He diligent 
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diligent Search to be made thro* the Empire for the 
Liquor that beſtows Immortality, which the Sect of 
Tao had aſſerted was found: The eighteenth Year 
of his Reign he would have reſign'd the Crown to his 
Son, but was diſſuaded by the great Men of the 
Court, who in ſeveral Memorials prefs'd him, but 
without Succeſs, to deſtroy the Sects of Foe and Lao 
The ſorty ſeventh Year of the Cycle the Tartar; 
advanced to Peking with an Army of 60000 Men, but 
it was entirely routed by the Chineſe, and above 200 
Officers taken Priſoners, The next Year the Tartar 
King ſent an Ambaſſador to the Court to ask the 
Emperor's Pardon, and to beg that his Subjects might 
have Leave to come into his Dominions to ſell Horſes: 
The Emperor conſented to his Requeſt, but finding 
afterwards that his Permiſſion granted to the Tartars 
was the Ground of frequent Quarrels between the Man- 
darins and the Dealers, and often occaſion'd Revolts, 
he entirely prohibited this Trade. In the forty-ninth 
Year of this Cycle, the thirty-firft of this Reign, and 
the 1552 Year of the Chriſtian Era, died St. Fran- 
cis Xavier, the Apoſtle of the Eaſt, the ſecond Day 
of December, aged forty-ſix, in the Iſland of Chan 
tchuen chan; or Sancian, as it is commonly called, 
which belongs to the Province of Quang teng. 
- The fiftieth Year of the Cycle ſome Pirates, whoſe 
Commander was called Hoang iche, infeſted the Coalt 
of China with a hundred Sail of Barks and other Cbi- 
neſe Veſſels. The fifty-ſecond Year the Fapaneſe, who 
-before uſed to make Preſents as Vaſlals of the Empire, 
threw off the Yoke, went to War with the Chi 
neſe, and made a Deſcent upon the Coaſt of the Pro- 
vince of Tche kiang, but were received very roughly; 
they had 1800 Men killed, and the reſt flying to 
their Ships were drown'd in the Sea. The Year fol- 
lowing they return'd with 10000 Men; Kao ling, 2 
Cbineſe Captain, at the Head of 900 Men only, er 
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them a ſharp Repulſe, by which Time was gain'd 
for the Army to come to his Aſſiſtance ; the Ja- 
paneſe were ſurrounded, and not a Man eſcaped to 
carry home the News of their Defeat. Theſe Loſ- 
ſes did not cool the Ardour of the Fapaneſe ; ſome 
Years after they made another Deſcent upon the Coaſt 
of Fo tien, but with as little Succeſs; for the command- 
ing Officer of the Chineſe, named Tj, fell upon the 
Japaneſe unawares, and made a great Slaughter a- 
mong them. MF 73143 

At the ſame Time Lizou han, General of the Chi- 
neſe Army, going beyond the Great Wall, invaded 
the Country of the Tartars, upon the Report of 
whoſe Arrival the Tartars fled for ſafety to the Fo- 
reſts : There were but twenty-eight Tartars killed in 
this Expedition, and the whole Booty was only 166 
Camels. | 

The third Year of this Cycle a Memorial was Cycle 66. 
preſented to the Emperor, in which he was adviſed An. Dom.. 
to be more regular in his Conduct, and to take more 1564. 
Care of publick Affairs: It repreſented that for twenty 
Years paſt the Laws had inſenſibly loft their Force, 
and that the Empire was going to Deſtruction ; that he 
ea ſeldom converſed with the Prince his Heir; that his 

' I moſt faithful and honeſt Vaſſals were either deſpiſed 
Wy I or ill uſed without a Cauſe, or upon the lighteſt 
caſt Suſpicions; that he ſpent his Time amidſt a Com- 
; pany of Concubines, deſpiſing the Empreſs his law- 
ful Spouſe ; that he imploy'd Men to command his 
Army, who were unskill'd in the Art of War, and 
who were fonder of Gold and Silver than of Ho- 
nour and Glory ; that the Finances were every. Day 
exhauſted by his ridiculous Expences, either in- build- 
ing Palaces, or making Gardens, or in ſupporting 
the Charges of the extravagant Ceremonies of the 
Bonzes, and ſecking after the pretended Liquor that 
beſtows Immortality, which, as thoſe Impoſtors de- 
clared, was come down from Heaven, as if there 
VS. I. _ had 
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had been any Perſon who could prevent the fatal 
Neceſſity of dying, ſince the happy Times of the 0 
Emperors Yao and Chun. The Emperor reading this 
Memorial, could not reſtrain his Rage, and threw 1 
it on the Ground; but ſoon after he took it up again, 
and ſeem'd ſincerely ſorry for his Errors; however he 75 

had not Time to reap the Benefit of his Repentance, 
for he fell ſick in a few Days, and died immediately 
after he had drank the pretended Liquor of Immor- 
tality, being fifty Years old: His Son, named Mp 
tſong, ſucceeded him. 


Mo tſong, the Twelfth Emperor, reigned 12 Years, 


MO TSONG began his Reign with Acts of 
Clemency, releaſing from Priſon all thoſe whom his 
Father had confin'd upon ſlight Occaſions, and con- 
ferring Titles of Honour on ſome others, as an a- 
mends to their Families who had been put to Death: 
As for other Matters, he could never bear that his 
Miniſters ſhould give him Advice, and ſome of them 
having taken this Liberty were degraded to an infe- 
rior Rank. 

As the Laws of China forbid any Perſon to have 
an Employment in the Magiſtracy of his native Pro- 
vince, the Emperor, at the Requeſt of a Colao, made 

ſome Exceptions to this Law; he permitted the Man- 
darins of the loweſt Rank, viz. ſuch as are Inſpec- 
tors of Learning, and thoſe who collect the Taxes, 
to poſſeſs theſe Employments in their native Country. 

The ninth Year of the Cycle this Prince was taken 
ill, and declared his Son Heir to the Crown, who was 
but ten Years old, putting him under the Care of the 

. Empreſs, and of a Colao nam'd Tchang kiu tching. 
This Prince was named Van lie, but from his Accel- 
ſion to the Throne he was call'd Chin !/ong. 


Chin 


Chin tſong, or Van lie, the Thirteenth Emperor; 
reigned forty-eight Years. 


THO Chin t/mg was but ten Years old, there 


appear'd in all his Actions a Prudence unuſual at his 


Tears: He paid ſo much Reſpect to his Tutor 
Tchang kiu tching, that every time he came to give him 
a Leſſon, if it was in Summer, he order'd a Servant 
to fan him, and in Winter he had a double Carpet 
ſpread upon the Floor; he alſo viſited him when he 
was fick, and gave him Food and Medicines with his 
own Hands. This Colao had a Son, who in the Exa- 
mination for the Doctor's Degree had obtain'd the 
firſt Rank of the ſecond Order, and the Emperor out of 
Reſpect to his Maſter rais'd him to the ſecond Rank 


of the firſt Order: This amiable Diſpoſition was ſup- 


ported by a natural Love of Juſtice : He had more- 
over a lively and penetrating Wit, and a ſtrong In- 
clination to make himſelf Maſter of the Chineſe Sci- 
ences: He ordain'd, that for the future the Emperor 
ſhould defray the Expences of the Journey of the Li- 
centiates from the Provinces to. the Imperial City, 
when they came to take the Degree of Doctor, and 


he frequently aſſiſted at their Examination. Every 


Day, at four in the Morning, he examin'd and an- 
ſwered the Petitions which had been preſented the Day 
before: He order'd, for the convenience of the Publick, 
that every three Months a Book ſhould be printed, 
containing the Name, Rank, Degree, and Country 
of every Mandarin in the Empire, which is practiſed 
to this Day. 


7 


The eleventh Year of the Cycle the 7. artars, who 


had made an Irruption into Leao tong, were entirely 
routed : The Emperor, at his Mother's Requeſt, who 
had a great Eſteem for the Idols, form'd a Deſign to 
grant a general Amneſty, but he was diſſuaded from 


it by his Colao, who repreſented to him, that the 


Hope of eſcaping Puniſhment would open the Door 
H 2: "00 
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to all manner of Crimes, and that he ought to imi- 
tate the Lord of Heaven, who ſooner or later never 
fails to puniſh notorious Villains. The Emperor was 
married the ſixteenth Year of the Cycle, and imme- 
diately after his Wife was made Empreſs : The eigh- 
- teenth Year of the Cycle deſerves to be remember'd, be- 
cauſe this Year Father Michael! Roger came into China; 
he was the firſt Miſſionary of the Jeſuits who came to 
preach the Goſpel in this Country: The nineteenth Year 
there was ſuch a terrible Famine in the Province of 


Chan fi, that vaſt numbers of People died of Hun- 


ger : Sixty great Pits were dug in different Places, 


which held each about a thouſand Bodies ; they were 
called on this account Yan gin keng. A Woman ſee- 
ing her Husband, who had died of Hunger, thrown 
into one of theſe Pits, threw herſelf after him : She 
was taken out by Order of the Mandarin, but to no 
purpoſe, for not being able to ſurvive her Loſs ſhe 
died three Days after. 

The ſame Year was remarkable for two great E- 
vents; one was the Defeat of the Tariars, of whom 
ten thouſand were ſlain by the Chineſe General Li 
tchin; the other was the Loſs the Emperor ſuſtain'd 
in the Death of Tchan kin tching, his Tutor and Colas; 
he honour'd him after his Death with the Title of 
Ven chong, that is, a Man remarkable for his Learning 


and Fidelity: His Body was carried, in a pompous | 


Manner, into the Province of Hou quang to his Se- 
ulchre : But theſe Honours laſted but a ſhort Time, 
or two Years were hardly paſt when his Enemies, ha- 

ving accus'd him of great Miſdemeanors, prevail'd by 

their Power, and he and his Poſterity were depriv'd of 
their Honours, and his Eſtate was confiſcated; his Son 
kill'd himſelf thro? Grief or fear of Puniſhment. The 
twentieth Year the Rivers were froze, which gave 
the Tartars an eaſy Paſſage into the Empire ; but 
tho* they came in great Numbers, they were all cut 
off by the Chinz/e Troops: The fame Year, * 
. 1583 
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1383 of the Chriſtian Era, P. Matthew Ricci came 


into China, where, during the twenty-ſeven Years he 


lived, he wore himſelf out with his continual Labours 
and Fatigues; he is juſtly eſteem'd the Founder of 
this noble Miſſion. The twenty-ſecond Year a great 
Dearth was fatal to the Empire; and the Emperor gave 
ſtronger Proofs than ever of his Affection for his Sub- 
jects; he oſten implor'd the Aſſiſtance of Heaven, 
remitted a great Part of the Taxes, and ſent Man- 
darins into all the Provinces to examine the Conduct 
of the Governors, and to relieve the Miſeries of the 
People. The twenty-ninth Vear of the Cycle a Co- 
met appear d towards the Eaſt; upon this Occaſion 
a Colao, named Fong ngen, r a Memorial to 
the Emperor, which admoniſh'd him to remove from 
Court certain Miniſters, who took Bribes, and pre- 
ſerved their Employments by the baſeſt Flattery: 
The Emperor was incenſed by his Counſel, and or- 
der'd him to be impriſoned, and condemned him to 
ſuffer Death; but his Son coming to offer his own 
Life to ſave his Father's, the Emperor relented, and 
chang'd the Sentence of Death to that of Baniſhment. 
The thirtieth Year of the Cycle the Inhabitants of the 
Province of Ho nan were reduced to that Extremity b 

Famine, that they fed on Human Fleſh, upon whic 


the Emperor immediately order'd them proper Sup- + 
| plies out of the Imperial Treaſury : The fame Year the 


Japaneſe enter'd the Kingdom of Corea, ſpreading 
Deſtruction with Fire and Sword wherever they came, 
and took ſeveral Towns: The King was forc'd to 
fly till the Succours arrived from China, which he had 
ſolicited by his Ambaſſadors. Theſe Succours came very 
ſeaſonably, and there enſued an obſtinate and bloody 
Battle, in which the Fapaneſe were intirely defeated. 
After their Defeat they implor'd the Emperor's Mer- 
cy in a ſolemn Embaſſy, by which, after they had 
bege*d Pardon for their Conduct, they pray*d him to 
grant their Chief a Title, which ſhould authorize his 

H h 3 Claim. 
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Claim : The next Year the Emperor granted him the 
Title of Ge pyen vang, which ſignifies King of Japan, 
forbidding him to ſend any more Ambaſſadors to 
China, The thirty-third Year the Emperor, contra- 
ry to the Advice of his Miniſters, commanded the 
Gold and Sjlver Mines to be open'd in the Provinces 
of Hongn, Chen fi, and Chan ſi, but fix Years after 


they were cloſed again: The Year following, which 


was er 1597th of the Chriſtian Era, the firſt Mar- 
tyrs of Japan ſuffer'd a glorious Death, and were 
crucified out of hatred to the Faith: Four Years af. 
ter P. Matt, Ricci was the firſt time introduced to 
the Emperor, who expreſſed a great Regard for 
him, _ kindly receiv'd the Preſents he brought, 
among which was a Picture of our Saviour, and ano- 
ther of the Holy Virgin, which were placed in an 
honourable Part of the Palace. 

In the mean time the Niu tche, or Eaſtern Tar. 
tars, began to grow formidable; they were divided 
into ſeven Claſſes, or different Dynaſties, which were 
united into a Kingdom under one Prince, after they 
had been long at War with each other: As to the 


Tan yu, or Weſtern Tartars, they liv'd peaceably 


within thejr own Territories, giving no Diſturbance 
to China, as they had formerly done by their fre- 
quent and unexpected Irruptions. 

The fortieth Year of the Cycle, that is to ſay in 
the Year 1610, died P. Matt. Ricci, aged fiſty- 
eight, after having eſtabliſh'd ſeveral Communities 
of devout Chriſtians in the ſeveral Provinces of Chi 


na, either by his own Labours, or by the Aſſiſtance 


of the Companions of his Zeal, The Emperor gave 
a large Space of Ground to bury him in, on which 
there was a Houſe and Garden, belonging formerly 
to an Eunuch while he was in Favour, but was taken 
from him ſince his Diſgrace, 


The 
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The fifty-ſecond Year a Mandarin called Chin ki, 


Preachers of the Goſpel were baſtinado'd, others ſent 
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thro' a falſe Zeal for his Sect, excited a cruel Perſecu- 
tion in the Province of Kiang nan; ſome of the 


to Macao, or diſperſed in different Places, and forced 


to conceal themſelves ; but this Perſecution laſted only 
ſix Years, for the Perſecutor died depriv'd of his 
Honours, and true Religion Hecame more flouriſhing 
than before. The fifty-thind Year the Tartars, who 
by being united were render'd capable of ſome con- 
ſiderable Enterpriſe, no longer thought of making 


flight Excurſions into the Empire, but intended to 


ſeize on thoſe Towns which were moſt for their Con- 
veniency, for they were incenſed againſt the Chi- 


neſe, becauſe- the Mandarins abuſed their Merchants 


who came to trade in the Leao tong, and becauſe they 
had ſeiz d their King by treachery” and cut off his 
Head: The Son of this Prince named Tien ming in- 
vaded Leao tong with a ſtrong Army, and took the 
Town of Cat yuen; he wrote at the fame Time to 
the Emperor to inform him of his Grievances, pro- 
teſting that he was ready to reſtore the Town, and 


to lay down his Arms, if his Majeſty would give 


him a proper Satisfaction for ſuch a cruel Injury: 
The Emperor communicated the Letter to the Man- 
darins who were concern'd in this Affair; they look*d 
upon it as a trifling Matter, and did not deign to ſend 
an Anſwer ; this ſcornful Uſage ed the Tartar, 


and he ſwore he would ſacrifice 200000 Chineſe to his 


Father's Spirit. BY 
At the Head of 50000 Men he took the Town of 
Leao yang, enter'd the Province of Pe - tche li in 
Triumph, and was preparing to attack the Imperial 
City, but he was repulſed by ſome Chineſe Forces, 
and obliged to retire into the Leao tong, where he 
haughtily aflumed the Title of Emperor of Ching. 
The fifty-fifth Year of the Cycle the Tartar King, 
under the Pretence of a ſolemn Embaſſy, made his 
Hh 4 Troops 
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Troops file off towards the Empire; the Artifice 


was diſcover'd, and the Chineſe Army ſent to Oppoſe 


them. The Tartars fled at their Approach, and ha- 
ving drawn the Chineſe after them by this ſham Flight, 
furrounded and made a great Slaughter of them, 
and the Chineſe General was found among the Slain. 
Next Year the Emperor oppoſed the Tartars with 
a very numerous Army, ſupported by 12000 Auxi- 
laries from the King of Corea: The Armies engaged, 
and the Victory remain'd a long time doubtful, but 
declared at laſt for the Tartars, who marched to- 


wards the Capital City; this cauſed ſuch a Con- 


ſternation that the Emperor had abandon'd the 
Town, and retir'd to the Southern Provinces, if his 
Council had not repreſented to him that this Retreat 
would diſgrace him, and raiſe the Courage of the 
Tartars, that it would fink the Spirits of his Subjects, 


and cauſe great Troubles through the whole Empire. 


This Prince died during theſe Tranſactions, aged 
fifty-eight Years; his Son, named Quang t/ong, who 
was before called Tai chang, was his Succeſſor. 


Quang tſong, or Tai chang, the Fourteenth Emperor, 
reigned one Month, 


PUANG TSONG died a Month after his 
Acceſſion to the Throne, aged thirty-eight Years ; 
his Death is attributed to the Neglect and Ignorance 
of his Phyſician, but before he died he declared his 
eldeſt Son Hi t/oug Heir to the Crown, who was 
before called Tien ki. 


Hi tſong, or Tien ki, the Fifteenth Emperor, 


reigned ſeven Years. 


HI TSONG being naturally timorous, and pla- 
cing great Confidence in the Eunuchs, of which there 
were 12000 in the Palace, every body fear'd he would 
never be a Match for the Tartars : Nevertheleſs he 
took Courage, and endeavour'd to curb theſe _ 

fl able 
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e dable Neighbours effectually; he augmented his Ar- | 
£ my with a great number of new Troops, which he 
drew from all the Provinces of the Empire; he ſent 
„ magnificent Preſents to the King of Corea, and de- 
b manded a greater Number of Men than had been ſent 
to the Emperor his Gtandfather. At the fame time there 
h arrived a Chineſe Amazon, if we may give this Name 


1 to a Woman who commanded a Body of ſeveral thou- 
, ſand Men; they came from a little State which her Son 
It enjoy*d in the Mountains of the Province of Se tchuen: 


J- The Emperor | likewiſe fitted out a Fleet to preſerve 
che Dominion of the Sea, and by all theſe Prepara- 
* tions he put himſelf in a Condition to humble the 
is Pride of the Tartars. Upon this oecaſion two Chri- 
at ſtian Mandarins of the Court adviſed the Emperor 
ne to ſend for Portugueſe Engineers from Macao, the 
85 Chineſe having been little uſed to manage Cannon, but 
e. before they arriv'd the Tartars were driven out of the 
ed Province of Leao tong: Their King Tien ming was 
ho engaged in a War with ſome Tartars, and the Capi- 
tal City was eaſily recover'd, for the Inhabitants of 
the Town and the neighbouring Country deteſted his 
Cruelty : As ſoon as the Tartar King had finiſhed 
his Expedition in Tartary he return'd to Leao tong, 
and laid Siege again to the Capital : The Chineſe loſt 
20000 Men during the Siege, and the Tartars 200003 
at length the Town was deliver'd to them by Treache- 
ry, and as ſoon as the King was Maſter of the Place, 
he publiſhed an Edict, which commanded all the 
Chineſe to ſhave their Heads after the Tartar Faſhion, 
but ſeveral thouſand Perſons choſe rather to loſe their 
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Life than their Hair. 

Mao ven long, one of the moſt skilful Chineſe Ge- 
la- nerals, was ſent with freſh Troops againſt the Tartars, 
ere who ſo ſtrongly fortified the Cittadel of Chong hai that 
uld it was reckon'd impregnable, and by this Precaution 


he W he ſhut up the Paſſage into China from Tartary. 
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lſong was a great Lover of the Sciences, and wrote 
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The ſame Vear, which was the ſecond of the Reign 
of Hi iſong, the Town of Macao was beſieged by the 
Dutch both by Land and Sea: The Emperor gave 
this Town to the Portugueſe, for their important Ser- 
vice in clearing the Chineſe Seas of Pirates; the Por- 
tugueſe forced the Dutch to raiſe the Siege, and take 
to I Ships in haſte, aſter they had loſt a great ma- 
ny Men. i 

” The firſt Year of the Cycle was very unfortunate 
to the Empire, for a great Number of ſeditious Peo- 
pe, and Robbers, call'd Lieou tſe, raiſed freſh Trou- 

les, and over-ran four Provinces which they plun- 
dered, their Numbers increaſing daily. 
The ſecond Year was remarkable for the Stone 
Monument which was dug out of the Earth, near 
the Capital of the Province of Chen ſi; it had an In- 
ſcription in Syriac Characters, containing an Abridg- 
ment of the Chriſtian Religion, and the Names of 
fixty-ſix Preachers of the Goſpel : It was a matter 
of great Joy for the Neophytes, and an undeniable Te- 
ſtimony of the Truth of that Faith which was preach'd 
by the miſſionary Jeſuits. 

The fourth Year the Emperor died, aged thirty- 
two Years ; his Succeſſor was Hoai ?/ong, before call'd 
Thong tching, who was his Brother, and the fifth Son 
of Quang tſong. 

Tien ming, King of the Tartars, who had ſignalized 
himſelf by his brutiſh Fierceneſs, died the fame Year. 
He was ſucceeded by his Son Tien tſong, who was 
very unlike his Father, for he was a Prince of great 
Clemency and Goodnefs. 


Hoai tſong, or Tong tching, the Sixteenth Emperor, 
reigned ſeventeen Years, 


The Chineſe Power ended with the Reign of Hei 


tſong, to give place to the Tartars, who ſtil]. govern 
this vaſt Empire with an abſolute Authority: Hoa! 


the 
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n the Chineſe Characters very neatly; and tho' he had "Y 

2 ſome favourable Thoughts of Chriſtianity, which he | 
e protected on ſeveral Occaſions, yet he continued ex- 

Y tremely bigotted to the Bonzes : He ſuppreſs'd the 
* Luxury which began to appear, eſpecially in Appa- 
« rel; he was meek, chaſte, and temperate, but very 
1. ſlow in reſolving, and of a miſtruſtful Temper, not 
confiding in his moſt faithful Miniſters, and for- 

te bidding the Mandarins to have any Correſpondence 
J- with the Eunuchs: The latter having introduced 
. Soldiers into the Palace, the Emperor gave them a 
n- Furlow for a Month to viſit their Native Country 
and Relations, ordering them Mony for their Jour- 

ne ney, but afterwards forbid their Return: He had of- i 

ar ten advis'd his Brother to get rid of the Chief of the | 


5. Eunuchs, who domineer'd in the Palace with the moſt 

g inſufferable Pride and Inſolence. | 

of This Villain poiſon'd himſelf as ſoon as Hoai ſong 

er came to the Crown, and eſcaped by Self-murder the | | 

by Tortures due to his Crimes: His Body was torn in i 

pd pieces by the common People, his immenſe Riches f 
i 


confiſcated, and the Temples which his Flatterers had 
y- dedicated to his Honour burnt or demoliſn' de. | 
va The Army being employ'd on the Borders of Tar- | 
on tary, the riotous Multitude increas'd in the Provinces, = 

and the greateſt diſpatch was required to ſuppreſs 
ed theſe Diſorders ; this induced the Emperor to make 


ar. a Peace with the Tartars, and ſend a freſ Army into 
vas Tartary, the Command of which he gave to an Eu- 
eat nuch named Nen, with full Powers ta treat of Con- 
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ditions of Peace. | | | 
This Eunuch was a Villain, and a Traitor, who = 
or, ſuffering himſelf to be brib'd, made a Peace upon the = 
moſt ſhameful Terms; but the Emperor refuſing to 
Jogi ratify it, the Traitor to force him took the following 
ern Meaſures. | 
ſat Mao ven long, whoſe Fidelity was unalterable, com- 
rote manded the Chineſe Army; Men invited him to a 
the : | Feaſt, 
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Feaſt, and poiſon'd him; after this he advis'd the 
Tartars to go directly to Peking, taking a different Way 
from that in which his Army was encamp'd; they 
put this Deſign in Execution without the leaſt Oppo- 
ſition, and beſieged the Imperial City : Orders were 
inſtantly diſpatch'd to Auen to ſuccour the Town 
with his Forces; he ſet out directly, not in the leaft 
ſuſpecting that his Treaſon was diſcover'd, but as 
ſoon as he was got into the Town he was put to 
the Torture, and after being convicted of his Perfi- 
oy dy was ſtrangled: The Tariar was no ſooner in- 

form'd of his Death, but he raiſed the Siege, and re- 
turn'd to Leao tong, loaden with rich Spoils. ; 

The third Year of the Cycle, which agrees with to 
the Year 1631 of the Chriſtian Era, the R. R. the 

P. P. the Dominicans came into China to preach the his 

Goſpel : They were follow'd ſoon after by the R. R. Par 

P. P. the Franciſcans : Two Years after died the ce- beſi 

lebrated Dr. Paul Sin, who, from Firſt-Preſident of the 

the Tribunal for Church-Ceremonies, arriv'd to the the 

Dignity of Colao; he was in this high Station one the 

of the ſtrongeſt Supports of Chriſtianity, and in a that 

time of Perſecution he compos'd a fine Apology in con 

Defence of Religion, in which he offer'd to loſe his he 1 

Honours, Eſtate, and even Life, if there was any bres 

thing in the Doctrine of this Religion which did not the) 

ap to be moſt holy: He recommended Father muc 

Hom Schaal to the Emperor to reform the Calen- Wa 

dar F 


At the ſame time, by Conſent of the Empreſs, ſe- nevi 
veral Court-Ladies of the firſt Rank were inſtructed nan 
in the Chriſtian Religion, and receiv'd Baptiſm. acte 

The twelfth Year of the Cycle died Tuen !/ong, the Em 
Tartar King, who was ſucceeded by his Son T/ong te, and 
Father of the following Dynafty : This T/ong te was ner 
a very affable, good- natur d Prince; he had been ſe- 1 
cretly educated from his Infancy among the Chine/e, the! 
and having learnt their Language and Sciences, 12 the chat 
| mc | 
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ſame time imbibed their Temper and Manners : This 


gain'd him the Friendſhip and Eſteem of the Chi- 
neſe General and Mandarins, who inſenſibly loſt their 
Love for the Emperor, whoſe Misfortunes having 
uite alter'd his Temper, he grew uneaſy, thought- 
ful, melancholy and cruel : This Year of his Reign, 
and the following, was a continued Series of Mur- 
ders, Robberies, and inteſtine War, a vaſt Number 
of ſeditious Malecontents forming themſelves into 
eight Armies, each having a Commander, but they 
were afterwards reduc'd to two Chiefs, who were 
nam'd Li and Tchang. | 
That they might not hurt each other they agreed 
to divide the Provinces between them; Tchang took 
the Weſtern Provinces of Se tchuen and Hou quang for 
his Share; and Li going Northwards ſeiz d on great 
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Part of the Province of Chen ſi, and entering Ho nan, 


beſieg d the Capital Cai fong, but was forc'd to raiſe 
the Siege with Loſs: Six Months after he renew'd 
the Siege, but met ſuch an obſtinate Reſiſtance, that 
the Beſieged choſe rather to feed on Human Fleſh 
than ſurrender : The Imperial Army having time to 
come to their Aſſiſtance, the Chineſe General thought 
he ſhould infallibly have deſtroy'd all the Rebels by 
breaking down the Dikes of the Yellow River, but 
they eſcaped to the Mountains, and the Town being 
much lower than the River was laid quite under 


Water, which the General had not foreſeen, ſo that. 


this Inundation drowned 300000 of the Inhabitants 3 
nevertheleſs Li entirely ſubdu'd the Provinces of Ho 


nan and Chen fi, murder'd all the Mandarins, and ex- 


acted great Sums from thoſe who had been in publick 


Employments ; he favour'd only the meaner People, 


and to gain their Intereſt freed them from all man- 
ner of Taxes. | kt | 

This Behaviour drew to his Party great Numbers of 
the Imperial Soldiers, and he found himſelf ſo powerful 


that he did not ſcruple to take upon him the To of 
| | wat ſa 
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Emperor: He afterwards advanc'd to the Imperial 


City, which had a Garriſon of 60000 Men, but was 
aſſur*'d they would make no Reſiſtance ; he knew the 


Diviſions of the Mandarins and the Eunuchs, and 


great number of his Soldiers had convey'd 
' themſelves into the Town in Diſguiſe, and gain'd a 


beſides a 


conſiderable Party, who were to open the Gates upon 
his Arrival. | | 
Three Days after his Arrival the Gates were open'd, 
and he enter'd in a triumphant manner at the Head of 
ooo00 Men: The Emperor was ſhut up in his Pa- 
— taken up with the fooliſh Superſtitions of the 
Bonzes, not knowing what was doing in the City; 


but he could not remain long in this Ignorance, and 


when he found he was betray'd, would have gone 
out of the Palace with ſix hundred of his Guards, but 
they forſook him ; being thus depriv'd of all Hopes, 
and chuſing Death rather than to fall alive into the 
Hands of Rebels, he went into his Garden, and after 
he had wrote theſe Words on the Border of his Veſt, 
My Subjects have baſely abandon'd me; uſe me as you 


pleaſe, but ſpare my People; he kill'd his Daughter 


with the Stroke of a Sabre, and hung himſelf upon 
a Tree, being thirty-ſix Years of Age: The chief 
Queens, and the moſt faithful Eunuchs, 
follow'd this Example, and kilPd themſelves. 

The Body of the Emperor, which was found after 
a long Search, was brought before the Tyrant ſeated 
on a Throne, who after he had treated it with Indig- 
nity, cauſed two of the Emperor's Children, and all 
his Miniſters, to be beheaded, but his eldeſt Son 
eſcap'd by Flight. 

Every body ſubmitted to the Power of the Uſur- 
per, except the Prince Ou ſan guey, who commanded 
the Chineſe Army in Leao tong; the Tyrant ſet out 
with his Army, and having beſieg'd the Town where 
Ou ſan guey was Governor, ſhew'd him his Father 
loaded with Chains, declaring he ſhould be 2 

ain 
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Nain if the Town was not ſurrender'd ; this brave 


Man, ſeeing his Father from the Top 27 the Walls, 


fell on his Knees, and burſting into Tears begg'd 
his Father to forgive him, if he facrificed his filial 
Tenderneſs for his Duty to his Prince and Country ; 
this generous Father applauded the Reſolution of his 
Son, and ſubmitted to his Fate. 

Ou ſan guey, to take a double Vengeance for the 
Death of his Prince, and of his Father, procured a 


Peace with the Eaſtern Tartars, nam'd Mantcheoux, 


and call'd them in to his Aſſiſtance againſt the Re- 


bels: Thong te, King of theſe Tartars, ſoon came 


with an Army of 80000 Men, and the two Armies 
uniting the Ulſurper raiſed the Siege, and haſten'd 
to Peking ; but not thinking himſelf ſafe there he 
plunder'd the Palace and ſet it on fire, and then fled 
with his Army to the Province of Chen ſi, enrich'd 
with the Spoils of the Empire, and loaded with the ge- 
neral Curſes of the People. 

Tong te died preſently after he arriv'd in Chi- 
na, but before his Death "lis declared his Son Chung 
tebi Emperor, who was but fix Years old, and com- 


mitted the Care of him and the Empire to A ma van 


his Brother. 


The young Prince was conducted ſtrait to Peking, 


and receiv'd with great Acclamations of Joy, the 


People looking upon him as their Deliverer ; nothing 


was heard on all ſides but Long live the Emperor 
May he live ten thouſand Years! Van ſoui, Van ſout ! 
a Chineſe Expreſſion, which ſignifies, May be live 
many Years ! This Revolution happened the tw-enty- 
firſt Year of the Cycle, which is 1644 Years after 
the Birth of Chriſt, 
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The Twenty-ſ:cond Dynaſty, named Ting, now 
reigning, which to the preſent Time reckons 
three Emperors. 


Chun tchi, he Firſt Emperor, reigned 17 Years. 


T HERE is no certain Account what became of 

the Uſurper, who was purſued ſome time by the 
Tariars; ſome think he was kill'd in an Engage- 
ment by Ou ſan guey : This General found too late the 
Error he had committed, in ſending for the Tartars 
to get rid of the Tyrant, and would ſometimes ſay, 
That he had brought Lions to drive away Dogs; ne- 
vertheleſs he receiv*d the Dignity of King from the 
Hands of Chun tchi, and the Title of Ping fi, which 
fignifies Peace-maker of the Weft, and the Town of 
Si ngan fou was aſſign'd him for his Reſidence, which 
had been ravag'd with Fire and Sword. 


Chun tchi having maſter'd the Northern Provinces, 


turn'd his Arms towards the South, that he might 
intirely reduce them to his Obedience; Hong quang, 
a Grandſon of the preceding Emperor, being pro- 
claimed Emperor at Nan king, was taken Priſoner, 
brought to Peking, and ſtrangled. The Tartars al- 
terwards enter'd the Province of Tche kiang, and be- 
ſieg d the Capital; Lo vang, who was King of this 
Place, and who had refus'd the Title of Emperor, 
got upon the Walls, and upon his Knees beſeech'd 
the Tartars to ſpare his Subjects; but if they would 
not be appeas'd without ſome Victim, he offer'd to 
ſacrifice himſelf for the Safety of his People, and at 
the ſame time went out of the City, and ſubmitted 
to the Diſcretion of the Conqueror, 
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lie the thirteenth Emperor of the preceding Dy- 


naſty, was proclaim'd in the Province of Fo kien, 
but all the Cities open'd their Gates at the Approach 


of the Conqueror: Nor could this Prince eſcape | 


Death, being forc'd to ſtrengthen the Conqueſt of the 
Tartars with his Blood. POLOS, ONO. 
There was at this time a remarkable Perſon named 
Tchin chi long, who acted a conſiderable Part in the 
Affairs of the Empire; he was at firſt a Servant to 
the Portugueſe at Macao, among whom he was in- 
ſtructed in the Chriſtian Religion, and received at his 


Baptiſm the Name of Nicholas; afterwards, from a 


petty Trader, he grew to be the richeſt Merchant of 
China, by Commerce with the Spaniards and Hollan- 


ders, and became at laſt Commander of a 
Fleet : 


offer d to make him a King, and invited him to a 


ſolemn Feaſt ; Tchin chi long accepted the Invitation 


in hopes of obtaining the greateſt Dignities at Court, 
whither he was honourably conducted; he left the 
Command of the Fleet to his Son Tching tching cong, 
who inviolably preſerv'd his Zeal for his Country, 
and his Fidelity to the Chineſe Princes, againſt the In- 
treaties of his Father, and the Promiſes of the new 
Emperor. 


The Army of the Tartars advanced to the pro- 


vince of Quang tong, and met no Reſiſtance; but the 
Courſe of their Victories was interrupted in the Pro- 


vince of Quang i, for Thomas Kiu, Viceroy of this 


eat 
He at firſt acknowledg' d Long vou for Em- 
peror, but afterwards the Tartar Prince: Chun tcbi 


Province, and Luke Tchin, chief General of the Chineſe 


Forces, who were both Chriſtians, oppos'd the Tartars, 


and entirely routed them after an obſtinate Engage- 


r * . * 
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Long vou, another Grandſon of Chin tſong, or Van | 


ment; the Conquerors immediately elected a Prince 


of the Imperial Family, named Zong lie, who was 
King of the Capital of the Province of Koei tchecn, 
and after he was proclaimed Emperor he went to 
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keep his Court at Chao king : A Chriſtian Eunych 
named Pan Achilles, who was very zealous for the 
Faith, was his chief Counſellor, by whoſe means Fa- 


ther Andrew Koffley inſtructed the Emperor's Mother, 
his Wife, and eldeſt Son, in the Truths of Chriſtia- 


| nity, and gave them Baptiſm. 


It was expected that this Emperor would one Day 
be the Conſtantine of China, by which Name he was bap- 
tis'd ; for theſe illuſtrious Converts, with the Conſent 
of the Emperor, ſent Father Michel Boym to Rome 
to pay a filial Obedience to the holy See in their 
Names, ES | 

The Fame which was ſpread thro? all the Pro- 
vinces of a great Victory gain'd over the Tartars, and 
of the Election of a new Emperor, rous'd the Cou- 
rage of the Chineſe: A Commander who had got 
together an Army in the Province of Fo kien, and 
Tching tching cong, who ſcoured the Seas with a nu- 
merous Fleet, retook ſeveral Towns both within 
the Country and upon the Sea-Coaſts; at the 
ſame time the Viceroy of the Province of Xiang ſe 
ſhook off the Yoke, and defeated the Tartars in ſe- 
veral Engagements : In the Northern Parts two Cap- 
tains, one named Ho, the other Kiang, had rais'd each 
a conſiderable Army, the firſt ſeiz*d ſeveral Cities in 
the Province of Chen ſi, and the ſecond enter'd the 
fame Province with 140000 Horſe, and a greater num- 


ber of Foot; they defeated the Tartars in two Bat- 


tles, and put them into ſuch a Conſternation that 
they durſt not appear in the Field. 

Nevertheleſs in the ſpace of three or four Years, 
what with Craft and Policy, Rewards and Pro- 
miſes, and the Quarrels of the two Chineſe Leaders, 
the Tartars became Conquerors, and recover'd all the 


Cities they had loſt. In the Weſt another Leader of the 
Revolt ravaged the whole Country, and ſeem'd to be 


a Demon in Human Shape, for after having exercis'd 
all manner of Cruelties in the Provinces of 719 nan, 
Kiang 
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Lang nan, and Kiang ji, the Storm of his Fury fell 
en the Province of Se tchuen. 2 
He was good - natur'd and affable to none but his Sol- 
diers, whom he uſed with great Familiarity; for to 
all others he was cruel beyond Example. e 
He put to death the King of the Capital, who was 
a Prince of the preceding Dynaſty; and if any Man | 
committed a trifling Fault, he kill'd all the People 
that lived in the ſame Street; five thouſand Eunuchs 
were ſlain by his Order, becauſe one of them had not 
given him the Title of Emperor; having called ten 
thouſand Literati to an Examination, as ſoon as they 
were aſſembled in the Hall appointed for their Com- 
politions, he cauſed them all to be murder'd on pre- 
tence that by their Sophiſms they itirr'd up the Peo- 
ple to rebel: Upon leaving the City of Tchin tou 
fou, to enter the Province of Chen ſi, he cauſed all 
the Inhabitants to be brought out in Chains, and 
maſſacred in the Fields, and it was on this Occaſion. 
that ſeveral Children were baptiz'd by Father Buglio 
and Father Magalhaens: He order'd all his Soldiers 
to kill their Women, becauſe they were only trouble- 
ſome to an Army in War, and he ſet them an Ex- 
ample by cutting the Throats of three hundred of his 
own, reſerving only twenty to wait on the three 
Queens; in ſhort he did not leave the Province of 
Se tchuen to enter that of Chen ſi, till he had burnt 
the Capital and ſeveral other Towns. As he was pre- 
aring to engage the Tartars, who were not far off, 
ewas told that five Warriors were ſeen upon the Hills 
at ſome diſtance, upon which he went immediately to 
reconnoitre them, without putting on his Helmet or 
WCuiraſs, and as ſoon as he came in fight of them he was 
ſhot thro' the Heart with an Arrow: His Death diſ- 
ersd his Army, and the People receiv'd the Tartars 
as their Deliverers, and joyfully ſubmitted to their 
oke: By this time eleven Provinces were reduced 
nder the Dominion of the Tartar Emperor, and 
e there 
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there remain'd only four in the South under the Go- 
vernment of the Chineſe, which the Court ſent 
three different Armies to ſubdue ; the Capital of 
Quang tong was befieg'd, which Siege laſted a whole 
Year, with great Loſſes on both ſides ; at length the 
City was taken, and the Soldiers were allow'd to 
plunder it for ten Days: They march'd afterwards 
to Chao king, where Yong lie kept his Court, but this 
Prince, being too weak to reſiſt the Conqueror, re- 
tir'd firſt to the Province of Quang ſi, and after- 
wards to Jun nan. The next Year, which was the 
twenty-cighth of the Cycle, died A ma van, Uncle 
and Tutor to the Emperor, who was extremely re- 
gretted, having gain'd the Love of the Chineſe by his 
great Qualities and pradent Behaviour, and 'tis pro- 
perly he who fix'd the reigning Tarter Family on the 
Throne. | 

His Brother, who had a ſmall Sovereignty, claim'd 
the Right of ſucceeding in the Guardianſhip of the 
Emperor ; but all the Grandees oppos'd it, becauſe 
the Emperor being now fourteen Years old, and mar- 
ry'd to a Daughter of a Prince of the Weſtern Tar- 
tars, was able to govern alone; the Diſpute went 
ſo far, that they hung up at the Gates of their Palaces 
the Enſigns of their Dignities, ſaying, that they would 
receive them only from the Hands of Chun tchi ; how- 
ever it was at laſt agreed that this Prince ſhould take 
the Government into his own Hands, which he did 
in a manner that ſoon gain'd him the Love of the 
People; inſtead of ſhutting himſelf up in the Palace, 
as the Chineſe Emperors uſually did, Chun tchi be- 
gan his Reign by ſhewing himſelf in Publiek, 
and by giving free Acceſs to his Perſon: He 
made no Alterations in the Laws and Government of 
China, not ſuffering the Chineſe to learn the Tartarian 
Language without a particular Licenſe : He pre- 


ſerv'd the ſix ſupreme Tribunals at Peking, but 
would not admit any elſewhere, ſo that _—_ of 
5 ; | an 
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Nan king were ſuppreſs'd ; he alſo order'd that chere 


ſhould be a Tartar added to the Chineſe Preſident 

He beſtowed the Governments of Cities and Pro- 
vinces only on the Literati; and as the Safety or 
Ruin of the Empire depends on the choice of proper 
Perſons to fill theſe important Poſts, having been 
inform'd that ſome Literati had bought the Suffrages 
of their Examiners, he order'd thirty-ſix of the Ex- 
aminers to be beheaded, and condemn'd the Literati 
to paſs through a freſh Examination, pardoning thoſe 
who were admitted to their Degrees for their Capa- 
city, but thoſe who were found uncapable were ſent 
with all their Families to Tartary, which is at preſent 
the common Place of Baniſhment for the Guilty; 
the Deſign in peopling theſe vaſt Deſarts is, that 
the Children who are born here ſhould naturally take 


the Temper and Manners of the Tartars. 


This Prince had a ſingular Affection for P. A- 
dam Schaal, and always call'd him Ma fa, which 
ſignifies, My Father ; he made him principal of the 
Tribunal of Mathematicks appointed to reform the 


Chineſe Aſtronomy, and expell'd the Mabometans who 


had poſſeſs'd thoſe Employments during three Ages: 
By a very extraordinary Favour he permitted him to 
preſent his Petitions into his own Hands, without 
ſending them thro* the Tribunals, according to the 


eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom ; and this remarkable Favour con- 


tributed greatly to the Advancement of Religion, for 
ſoon after two fine Churches were built at Peking by 
the Authority and Protection of the Emperor. 
The thirty-third Year of the Cycle the firſt Em- 
baſſy of the Great Duke of Muſcouy arriv'd at Pe- 
king, but it was not favourably receiv'd, becauſe the 
Ambaſſador would not ſubmit to the Chineſe Cere- 
monies, nor was that which came from Holland more 
ſucceſsful. 
The thirty-third Year of the Cycle Tching tebing 
cong, who till then contented himſelf with making 
I13 „ 
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little Excurſions, and plundering the Coaſts of Chi. 
na, came and beſieg'd Nan king with 3000 Ships: 
A pretty young Chineſe being Viceroy of the City 
and Province, a Council of War was held, and the 
Tartar Chief declar'd, That the City could not be 
defended unleſs the Inhabitants were deſtroy*d, wha 
were very numerous; this Propoſal was receiv'd with 
Horror by the Viceroy, Jou muſt begin this Bulchery 
on me, ſays he, if you cannot otherwiſe ſave the City» 
This Anſwer ſtopt the Tartar's Mouth, and ſav'd the 

Lives of the Citizens. 0 pep 
The twentieth Day of the Siege there were great 
Rejoicings in the Camp of the Beſiegers, on account 
of the Birth-Day of their General, and the Feſtival 
held three whole Days, which were ſpent in Feaſting and 
all manner of Diverſions; the Beſieged ſally ing out 
at Midnight with great Silence, and finding their Ene- 
mies overcome with Sleep and Wine, attack'd them, 
and ſlew near 3000, forcing the reſt to fly to their 
Ships, abandoning their Camp, Baggage and Provi- 

{.ons to the Conquerors. ED Tp. 
 Tihing tching cong, ſeeking to repair this Loſs as 
ſoon as poſſible, ſaid to engage the Tartar Fleet, 
and coming up with it, after an obſtinate Fight he 
funk and took ſeveral Tartar Veſſels, put the reſt to 
flight, and took 4000 Priſoners, whom he ſet on 

Shore after he had cut off their Noſes and Ears. 
The Tartar could not bear the Sight of this diſmal 
Spectacle, and as their hideous Countenances were a 
conſtant Mark of their Defeat, they were all put 

to death by the Emperor's Order, 

Aftcr this Victory Tching tching cong thought of 
fecuring a Retreat, and pitch'd upon the Iſland of 
— which was poſſelbe by the Dutcb; he be- 
ſieg d it by Sea and Land, and after four Months 
. Reſiſtance the Beſieged were obliged to ſurren- 
der for want of Proviſions: Here he eftabliſh'd 
his new Government, but did not enjoy it * 
or 
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for the following Year he dy d, and left it to his | | 


n. \ | A 

Yong lie was the only furviving Perſon thatcoulddiſturb 
the new Conqueror, who ſtill kept the Title of Em- 
peror, tho? he was driven out of China, and had taken 
Refuge in the Kingdom of Pegu, which borders on 
the Province of Jun nan; the Court ſent ſome Troops 
with threatning Letters to the King of Pegu, which 
enjoin'd him to deliver up the fugitive Prince. 

He was immediately given up, with his whole Fa- 
mily, to the Tartars, who carry'd him to the Capi- 
tal, where he was ſtrangled ; the two Queens, his Mo- 
ther and Wife, were ſent to Peking, where they had 
each a ſeparate Palace, and were honourably treated, 
and where they always preſerv'd their firſt Adherence 
to the Faith, 
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0 The ſame Year, being the third of the Cycle, was 
n. fatal to the Emperor, by the violent Paſſion which he 
ei entertain'd for the Wife of a young Tartar Lord, 
whom he had ſeen with the Empreſs ; this Lady in- 
'  form'd her Husband of the Prince's Solicitations, up- 

on which the Husband gave her Inſtructions how to 
ng behave, and this ſhe told again to the Lover, either 


' thro* Simplicity or Deſign : Chun tchi, who was in- 

© Ml tirely govern'd by his Paſſion, ſent for this Lord, and 
on. pretence of his having neglected the Buſineſs of 
his Poſt gave him a Box on'the Ear: The Tartar 
a could not ſurvive this Outrage, but died of Grief the 
; third Day. 

The Emperor immediately after marry'd the Wi- 
dow, and made her Queen, and had a Son by her, 
of | whoſe Birth was celebrated with Pomp and Magnifi- 
ot <<nce; but this Child lived but three Months, and 
his Mother follow'd him ſoon after to the Grave: 
hs The Emperor was inconſolable for this Loſs, and 
made thirty Men kill themſelves to appeaſe her Manes, 
which Ceremony the Chineſe look*d upon with Hor- 
ror, and which his Succeſſor took care to aboliſh. 
for I 1 4 , He 
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He order'd the Grandees of the Court, and the 
Miniſters of the Empire to go into Mourning for a 
Month, and the common People for three Days, as i 
ſhe had been Empreſs: After the Body was burnt 
on a Funeral-Pile he gather'd up her Aſhes himſelf, 
and with ſtreaming Eyes inclos'd them in a ſilver 
Urn: He then devoted himſelf to the Bonzes, and the 
Worſhip of their Idols, which he had hitherto treated 
with Contempt, and in a few Days this unhappy 
Prince was reduced to the laſt Extremity. Father 
Adam had often made ſtrong Remonſtrances, which 
this Prince look'd upon as the Effect of his Love, 
but they were ineffectual ; however in this melancho- 
ly Situation he reſolv'd to make another Effort; and 

Prince receiv*d him in a friendly manner, heard 
him patiently, but forbid him to kneel, made 
him drink Tea, and ſent him away. 

After the Father was gone he order'd four Lords 
of the Court to draw near, and in their Preſence he 
reproach'd himſelf for neglecting the Government of 
his Dominions, for his little Regard to thoſe who had 
ſerv'd him faithfully, for deſpiſing the Counſel of his 


Mother, for his Avarice and idle Expences in vain 


Curioſities, for his Affection to the Eunuchs, his ex- 
ceſſive Paſſion for the deceaſed Queen, and the Trou- 
bles he had made his People undergo 3 after this he 
declared them Tutors of his youngeſt Son Cang bi, 
who was but eight Years old ; then cloathing himſelf 


in the Imperial Mantle, he faid, Now ] leave you, 


and expir d the fame Inſtant, about Midnight, aged 
cighty Years. 

The next Morning all the Bonzes were expelPd the 
Court, and the Body of the Emperor was inclos'd in 
a magnificent Coffin: The Day after Cang hi a- 
ſcended the Throne, and receiv'd the . of 
all the Grandees of the Em pire. 
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Cang hi, the Second Emperor, reigned ſixty Years. 


AS in the Courſe of this Work we have a 


tion'd at large the great Qualities and Merit of this 
famous Emperor, whoſe Name is reſpected in all the 


Eaſt, and has deſerv'd the Regard of all Europe, no- 


thing remains in this Place but to relate the principal 

Events of his Reign in a Chronological Method. 
The Adminiſtration of the Four Tutors was not at- 

tended with any great Troubles; the firſt Uſe 


they made of their Authority was in beheading the 


principal Eunuch, who had been the Author of the 
former Misfortunes, and driving from the Palace 
4000 Eunuchs, retaining only 1000 to be employ'd 
in the meaneſt Offices. Soon after an Edict was pub- 
liſh'd, which ordain'd all thoſe in the ſix Provinces, 
who inhabit the Sea-coaſt, on pain of Death to leave 
their Dwellings, and to ſettle themſelves three Leagues 
from the Sea; in Purſuance of which they demoliſh'd 


all their Cities, Forts, and Maritime Towns, and all 


Trading by Sea was abſolutely forbid. 

By this means the Power of this formidable Enemy 
was weakned, who was become Maſter of the Sea, 
but an infinite number of Families, who liv'd on the 
Fiſhing-Trade, were reduced to Want : A great ma- 
ny Churches were alfo deſtroy'd, as well as the Idol 
Temples, and the City of Macao would have ſhar'd 
the ſame Fate, if Father Adam had not ſolicited for 
its Safety, and employ'd all. his Credit to exempt it 
from the general Law. 


In the Year Forty-one Tang quang ſien, a Man of 


Letters, preſented a Petition to the Regents full of 


the moſt horrid Calumnies againſt Religion, and the 


Miſſionaries, of whom Father Adam was look*d up- 
on as the Head; he and three of his Companions 
were loaded with nine Chains, and dragg'd before 


ſeveral Tribunals, where they underwent very long 
and mortifying Interrogatories, their Books of De- 


votion, 
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votion, their Chaplets, their Medals were looked up- 
on as ſecret Marks, by which thoſe in the Conſpi- 
racy were ſuppoſed to know each other, and theſe 
Symbols of Chriſtian Piety were ordered to be burnt : 
However they were forbid to perſecute the Chriſtians, 
to profane their Churches, and their Sacred Images. 
The following Year Father Adam was condemned 
to be ſtrangled, but this Senterice was afterwards re- 
voked, and they condemned him to be cut, while 
living, into ten thouſand Pieces. This is the greateſt 
Puniſhment they ever inflict for the moſt horrid Crime: 
This Sentence was carried to the Princes of the Blood, 
and to the Regents for Confirmation, but as oſten as 
they attempted to read it a dreadful Earthquake di- 


ſperſed the Aſſembly. 


The Conſternation was ſo great that they granted a 
| Pardon ; all the Priſoners were releaſed, ex- 
cept Father Adam, and he did not get his Liberty till 
4 Month afterwards, when the Royal Palace was con- 
famed by the Flames; all the Miſſionaries were ba- 
niſhed to Canton, except four who were retained at 
Court; there were reckoned among the Baniſhed three 
Religious of Saint Dominique, one Franciſcan, and 


twenty-one Jeſuits. 


The fifteenth of Augyſt, in the ſame Year, Father 
Adam Schaal died, at the Age of ſeventy-ſeven Years, 
whereof he had ſpent forty-ſeven in the Labours of 
an Apoſtolical Life: The Emperor afterwards declared 


his Innocence, and honoured him with an Elogium, 


and ſeveral Titles of Honbur. | 

The forty-third Year of the Cycle happened the 
Death of Sony, the Chief of the four Regents of the 
Empire, at which time the young Emperor took 
the Government of his Dominions into his own Hands, 
and ſoon gave great Hopes of that extraordinary Re- 
putation, which he aſterwards acquired in the Sequel of 
a Reign the moſt flouriſhing that ever happened. 
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Sou ca ma, who had the greateſt Credit of the four 


Regents, and who was the moſt cruel Enemy of Chri- 
ſtianity, had twenty Articles of Accuſation brought 


againſt him, his Goods were confiſcated, he was load- 
ed with Irons, and condemned to the - moſt cruel Pu- 
niſhment, but the Emperor mitigated the Rigour of 
his Sentence, and he was only ſtrangled ; ſeven of 
his Children or Grandchildren, and his third Son were 
5 into ſeveral Pieces. | 


In the forty-fifth Year of the Cycle an Embaſſador . 
from the King of Portugal came to Court, who was 


received with Honour, and did not a little contribute 
to eſtabliſh the Portugueſe Nation in the Poſſeſſion of 
the City of Macao. | 


The following Year Father Ferdinand Verbief was 
ordered, by the Emperor, to examine and put in writ- 


ing all the Faults of the Chineſe Calendar made by 


Yang quang fien, who had taken Father Adam's Place, £ 


and who had exaſperated the Grandees, the Bonzes, 
and the Mahometans, againſt the Chriſtian Religion. 
The Faults were enormous, and many in number; 
inſomuch that Yang quang ſien was deprived of his 


Office, degraded of his Honour, and even condemned 


to Death: However the Emperor was fatisfied with ba- 
niſhing him into his own Country, where he was ſcarce 
arrived but he died of a peſtilential Ulcer. | 

The Pere Verbieſt became Preſident of the Tribunal 
of the Mathematicks, and ſo far gained the Eſteem 
of the Emperor, as to teach him the Mathematical 
Sciences for the Space of five Months. 

The Father made uſe of this Opportunity to pre- 


| ſent a Petition to the Emperor, in which he expoſed 
the Calumnies that had been publiſhed againſt the 


Chriſtian Faith, and the Injuſtices which had been 
done, under Pretence of his Authority, to the Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel. They ſpent ſeven Days in exa- 


mining the Allegations before a General Aſſembly of 
the Mandarins, after which it was declared, That 


the 
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the Chriſtian Religion taught nothing that was evil, 
nor that tended to Sedition : An Imperial Edict re- 
called the baniſh'd Miſſionaries, nevertheleſs forbid- 
ding them to build any more Churches, and the Chi- 
neſe to embrace the Chriſtian Faith. . 

In the fifticth Year of the Cycle Ou ſan guey, 
who had introduced the Tartars into the Empire to 
ſuppreſs the Rebellion, endeavoured to deliver his 
Country from their Tyranny : The Emperor invited 
him to Court, but his Anſwer was to the Deputies, 
That he would not appear there, unleſs in the Company 
of 80000 Men, by which means his Deſign was 


made publick. 


He had already made himſelf Maſter of the Pro- 


vinces of Nun nan, Se tchuen, Koei tcheou, and part of 


Hou quang, and, which is a Mark of the Imperial 
Authority, he ſent the Chineſe Calendar to the J ribu- 

Princes his Neighbours, and among the reſt to 
the King of Tong king : Both he and the reſt refuſed to 
receive it, and ſent it back to the Emperor: The 
eldeſt Son of Ou ſan guey, who was then at Court, 
was beheaded. | 

Soon after the Kings of Fo kien and Quang long 
revolted, and the Prince of Formoſa joined himſelf to 
them: It had been over with the Tartars if all theſe 
Princes had acted in Concert, in behalf of the com- 
mon Cauſe, but they were divided by Jcalouſies : The 
Prince of Formoſa, thinking himſelf not honourably 
treated by the King of Fo kien, declared War againſt 
him, defeated him in ſeveral Battles, and forced him 
to ſubmit to the Emperor: The King of Quang tong, 
for a like reaſon of Diſcontent, broke the Treaty which 
he had made with Ou ſan guey, and put his Province 
into the Hands of the Tartars. 

The Court ſent ſeveral Armies, commanded by Tar- 
tarian Princes, into the Provinces of Hou quang, Tche 
kiang, Fo kien, Quang tong, and Quan fa to reduce 
the reſt that refuſed to acknowledge his —_— 
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However Ou ſan guey died in the fifty-ſixth Year of 
the Cycle in a good old Age, and his youngeſt Son 


Hong hoa was proclaimed Emperor. _ 
The ſecond of September, 1n the ſame Year, there 
was a dreadful Earthquake at Peking ; a great many 


Palaces and Temples, and the Towers and Walls of the 


City were overthrown, which buried more than 400 


Perſons in the Ruins: There were more than 30000 
that periſhed in the neighbouring City Tong tcheou,- 
and as the Shocks were perceived from time to time 


for the Space of three Months, the Emperor, the 
Princes, and the Nobility, quitted their Palaces, and 
dwelt in Tents; the Emperor beſtowed large Sums 
for the Encouragement and Aſſiſtance of the People. 

The laſt Month of the fame Year the Royal Pa- 
lace was all in Flames, and in a few Hours time it was 
reduced to Aſhes ; its ſaid that the Loſs amounted to 
2850000 Taels. | | 

Four Days after this Accident the Emperor ſet out 
to take the Diverſion of Hunting at his Pleaſure- 


Houſe, and perceiving at a diſtance the magnificent 
Monument, which his Father had erected to the Ho- 
nour of the laſt Chineſe Emperor, he went to it, and 


after having proſtrated himſelf on the Ground, and 


burnt Incenſe, ou know, great Emperor, ſaid he, 
burſting into Tears, it was not we, but your rebellious 


Subjefts who were the Cauſe of your Death. 
Altho' the King of the Province of Quang tong had 
ſubmitted to the Government of the Tartars, his 


Conduct was not the leſs ſuſpected at Court, be- 


cauſe he had an enterprizing Spirit, and was very 
powerful by the Trade that he carried on, notwith- 


ſtanding the Emperor's Prohibition, with the Spaniards 


and Dutch, REY | 
The fifty- ſeventh Year of the Cycle he received Or- 
ders to march his Army againſt the Rebels of the 


Province of Quang fi : This Army being divided in- 
to ſeveral Bodies, as Neceſſity required, they had the 


Cunning 
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Ciunning to perſuade him to return to his Palace in 


the Province of Quang tong. A little time after he was 
viſited by two Grandees of the Court, who on the 


ninth of October, early in the Morning, preſented him 
with a ſilken Halter, with the Emperor's Order ta 
ftrangle himſelf in it; one hundred and twelve of 
his Accomplices, among whom were three of his Bro- 


chers, were beheaded, and his great Riches were divided 


amongſt his other Brothers, whereof one was Son- in- 
law to the Emperor. "2h 

Towards the end of the ſame Year ſome reverend 
Auguſtine Fathers, being arrived at Macao from the 
Philippins, entered happily into China, The follow- 
ing Year the King of Fo kien, who in the time of his 
Revolt was treated with Contempt by the Emperor's 
faithful Mandarins, was capitally puniſhed, and his 
Body caſt to the Dogs; his Brothers, tho innocent, 
were beheaded, | | 

In the mean time the Tartars poſſeſſed themſelves 
of the Capital of Jun nan; Hang boa, who had been 
declared Emperor, prevented the Puniſhment deſign- 
ed for him, by killing himſelf ; they dug up the Bones 
of his Father Ou ſan guey, and carried them to Peking, 
6 cm which were expoſed with Marks of Infamy on 

„the other part were reduced to Aſhes and ſcat- 
tered in the Wind. Ws. 

The ſame Year, being the fiſty-eighth of the Cycle, 
and of our Lord 1681, was the 100th ſince the Miſ- 
ſionaries of the Society of Jeſus had carried the Light 
of the Chriſtian Faith into China. 

The fifty-ninth Year the Emperor, having happily 
ſubdued the fifteen Provinces of China, and eſtabliſhed 
Peace throughout his whole Empire, took a Reſo- 
lution to go and viſit his Country and the Tombs of 
his Anceſtors: He ſet out for Eaftern Tartary the 
twenty-third of March, accompanied with the Prince 
his Heir apparent, his three Queens, his Great Lords 


and principal Mandarins, and with an Army of about 


$0000 
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60000 Men: He alſo took with him Pere Verbieſt, who 

was always near his Perſon; and in the ſixtieth and laſt 

Vear of the Cycle he made a ſecond Journey into 

Weſtern Tartary, with a greater Train, and a more 

numerous Army. This Cuſtom was continued every 

Year, and he ſpent. ſeveral Months in the. Exerciſe 

of Hunting during his Stay in Tartary. 

The third Year of this new Cycle 2 ching che ſan, Cycle 68, 
| the Grandſon of the famous Pirate who had taken An. Pom. 
the Iſland of Formoſa from the Hollanders, was obliged 1684. | 
to replace it in the Hands of the Emperor, and to 
ſurrender himſelf at. Peking, where he was dignified: 
with the Title of Count. 

The fourth Lear of the Cycle five new Hench Mif- 
ſionaries arrived at Peking, & ſeventh of Py ; 
they embarked at Breſt in March 1685. 

Lzw1s the fourteenth of glorious Memory, who 
was poſſeſſed of ſo many Heroick Virtues, by which 
he merited the Name of Gx AN, joined to the great- 
eſt Zeal for the Propagation of the Faith, had ho- 
noured theſe Fathers with the Title of his Mathema- 
ticians, and had gratified them with ſettled Salaries | 
and magnificent Preſents. 

They had not the Conſolation to ſee Father Verbigſt, 
to whom their Permiſſion to enter into China was 
owing : This Apoſtolical Man died the twenty- ſeventh 
of Fanuary, univerſally lamented by the Emperor, 
Grandees, and the People; Pere Grimaldi was named 
to ſupply his Place, and the Emperor reſerved the Peres 
Gervillon and Bovett out of the five that were newly 
arrived for his Court, - 

The following Year the ba Gerbillon and e 
had Orders, from the Emperor, to accompany the Chi- 
f nee Ambaſſadors into Tartary, who went to ſettle with 
2 the Muſcovite Plenipotentiaries the Limits of the two 
Empires. 
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E China enjoyed a profound Peace, which was only 
it o the Wildom and ſuperior Skill of the Emperor : 
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all the Affairs of State, his 


The indefatigable Application of this Great Prince to 
is Equity and Penetration in 
the Choice of proper Perſons to fill the Chief Offices, 
his Frugality, and Hatred to Luxury with reſpe& to 
himſelf, joined with his Profuſeneſs and Magnificence 


with reference to his Dominions ; his Tenderneſs to his 


People, and Readineſs to aſſiſt them, his Steadineſs in 
the vigorous Execution of the Law, his continual 
Watchfulneſs over the Conduct of his Viceroys and 
Governors, and the abſolute Government that he had 
over himſelf; all theſe things put together, kept up a 
regular Subordination in all the Members of this vaſt 
Empire, without which nothing is more common 


than Trouble and Conſuſion. 


Tho? this Prince was ſo much taken up with the 


Government of the Empire, he found fufficient Lei- 


ſure for Application to the Sciences, for which he had 
a Taſte and a particular Genius: He was not con- 
tented with the Chineſe Learning, in which he was 
very well verſed ; but was deſirous of being inſtruct- 
ed in the European Sciences, namely Geometry, Al- 
gebra, Natural Philoſophy, Aſtronomy, Phyſick, and 
Anatomy: The Peres Gerbillon, Boveit, and Thomas, 
imployed ſeveral Years in turning their Lectures into 
the Tartarian Language, and in explaining them twice 
a day, either at Peking, or his Pleaſure-Houſe: He 
was likewiſe deſirous that Pere Gerbillon ſhould attend 


on him in all his Journies into Tartary. 


As the Chriſtian Religion was only tolerated in 
China, it was not free from Perſecution in ſome of the 
Provinces, there was one very cruel in the Province 
of Tche kiang : The Fathers, who were at Court, preſent- 
ed a Petition to the Emperor, and after great Con- 
teſtations on the Part of the Tribunals, they at length 
obtained, by the Protection ot the Prince So ſan, a 
Relation of the Emperor, an Edict in favour of it, 
and permitted its free Exerciſe throughout the Empire. 
This Edict was obtained the ninth Year of the Cycle 


of 
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of our Lord 1692, and che -thirty-firſt of the Reign 


7 2 and publiſhed ſoon after in all the Provinces. 


So a Favour was ſome time after followed 
by another, which we ſcarce durſt hope for; the Em- 


peror granted to the Peres Cerbillon and Bovet a large 
Spot of Ground within the Walls of his own Palace, 

for the Building of a Houſe and Church, and even fur- 
niſhed them with Money, as alſo a great part of the 


the Work : In four Years all was finiſhed, and in the 
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the Church was opened and ſolemnly conſecrated. 

The twenty-ſixth Year of the Cycle was remarkable 
ſor a very uncommon Event; the ſecond Son of the Em- 
peror, who was appointed his Succeſſor, and was almoſt 
equal with him, was all of a ſudden depoſed, and loaded 
with Irons, and his Children and principal Officers 
were involved in the ſame Misfortune: Likewiſe an 
Aſtrologer, who had predicted that if this Prince was 
not Emperor in a particular Year he never would at- 
tain that Dignity, was condemned to be cut in a thou- 
land Pieces; the publick News- Papers were filled with 
Invectives agninff the Conduct of the Prince, whole 
Life they examined even from his very Infancy. 

Soon after his Innocence was made to appear, and 
'twas known that his elder Brother, to render the 
younger's Loyalty ſuſpected, had recourſe to Ma- 
gick by the Aſſiſtance of certain Lamas, who are 
Skilful in things of that nature: Theſe Lamas were 
put to death, ** eldeſt Son was condemned to per- 
petual Impriſonment 
was re-eſtabliſhed in **. Quality of Heir apparent: 
There were -publick Rejoicings on this occaſion, and 
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of Cang hi, which was confirmed the twenty: ſecond of” 7 


Materials, appointing Mandarins to be Overſeers of 


nineteenth Year of the Cycle, that is to ſay 1702, 


ad the Prince his Brother 


a Comedy was acted for ſome time, draun from An- 
Re-eſtabliſhment was not laſting, for aſterwards he 
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was deprived of his Titles, and the Prerogatives of his 
Rank, for real Conſpiracies againſt his Father. 

The thirtieth Year of the Cycle, that is to ſay in 
1710, my Lord the Cardinal le Tournon, Apoſtoli- 
cal Legate, died ar Macao the eighth of June, at the 
Age of forty-one, ot a Diſtemper which had like to 
have killed him at Pontichery, and. afterwards at 
Nan king, from whence he travelled to the Empe- 
ror's Court, to which he was ſent by the Pope to 


put an End to the Diſputes which had riſen amongſt 


the Miſſionaries. 
The thirty-ſeventh Year of the Cycle, 1717, a 
T/ong ping, or Mandarin of War, whoſe Name -was 
Tchin mao, preſented a Petition to the Emperor full 
of Invectives and Calumnies againſt the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Preachers thereof, inventing the moſt 
horrid Crimes under pretence of Watchfulneſs over 
the publick Tranquillity, which, as he ſaid, was 
ready to be broke in upon at home by the Miſſi- 
onaries and their Diſciples, and from without by the 
Europeans who trade to China. 
They were aſtoniſh'd when they found that this 
Petition was referred to the Tribunals for Exami- 
nation, and that the Emperor confirmed their De- 
cree, which reviv'd two Edicts, one of the eighth 
Year of Cang hi, which prohibited the Building of 
Churches, and embracing the Chriſtian Faith ; the 
other of the forty-fifth Year, wherein it 1s ordained, 
that every European ſhall receive an Imperial Patent, 
wherein ſhall be mentioned his Country, his Reli- 
gious Order, the Time he hath been in China, and 
a Promiſe of his never returnzgg to Europe any more. 
Father Farinin, with twolWer Miſſionaries, went 
and threw themſelves at the Emperor's Feet, but all 
the Anſwer they could gain was, that none were 
prohibited to preach the Goſpel but thoſe who had 
not receiv*d their Patents. 11 
c 
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The Year following happened the Deceaſe of the 


Emperor's Mother on the eleventh of January, and 


the whole Empire went into deep Mourning for for- | 


ty Days. The Mandarins, and even the- Sons of 
the Emperor, went to ſleep without putting off their 
Cloaths ; all the Mandarins on horſeback with white 
Garments and a ſmall Train, went for three Days 
together to perform the uſual Ceremonies before the 
Monument of the deceaſed Empreſs : The Tribunals 
were ſhut up while the Mourning laſted, and red 
Silk was prohibited, for which reaſon it was taken 


out of every one's Cap, as well as all other Orna- 


The fame Year the Emperor was attack'd with a 
Diſtemper which gave a general Alarm, eſpecially 
an account of his Deſign of not chooſing, for a Suc- 
ceſſor, any of his Children, but a Prince of the Dy- 
naſty of Juen, of which Houſe there was yet left 
more than a thouſand, 5 


One of the Chief Mandarins cauſed his Son to pre- | 


ſent a Memorial, wherein he reſpectfully ſhewed- of 


how great Importance it was for the Repoſe of the 


Empire to name his ſecond Son for his Heir: The 
Emperor was enraged at this Remonſtrance, yet par- 
don'd him who preſented it, becauſe it was in Obe-- 


dience to his Father, but gave Orders that the Fa- 
ther ſhould be put to Death; this Example of Seve- 


rity ſtopt the Mouth of all the Grandees, who durſt 


not ſo much as mention a Succeſſor any more. 


The fortieth Year of the Cycle, 1720, they learnt 
at Court the agreeable News of the Chineſe Troops 
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having gained a complete Victory over their Enemy 


Ye vang Raptan, King of the: Eluths, who occupied 
Country of the Lamas, and ravaged it for. the 
8 


pace of four Years together, by which means Thibet. 
was in the Poſſeſſion of the victorious Army. 


Tho? this Conqueſt was at ſome Diſtance from the 
Confines of China, * 2 of it was not 
; | 2 


ſmall, 
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The GENERAL HISTORY of 
ſmall, becauſe the Emperor had the finiſhing-of this 
War much at heart, and all the Grandees congra- 
tulated him upon it. 

The eleventh of June, in the ſame Year, there was 
an Earthquake at Peking at nine in the Morning, 
which laſted two Minutes; the Shocks began again the 
next Day at half an hour after ſeven in the Evening, 
continuing for about ſix Minutes, and there was no- 
thing heard in the City but confuſed Cries and Shrieks, 
at length it ceaſed for the preſent, tho' there were ten 
other Shocks before Morning, but not by far fo vio- 
lent as the former. At the break of Day their Cala- 
mity did not appear ſo great as their Fears had re- 


— there being but 1000 Perſons cruſh'd to 


for as the Streets are generally broad they 


could place themſelves out of the Reach of the fall 


of the Buildings; yet for twenty Days afterwards 
there were felt from time to time ſome ſlight Shocks. 


The twenty-ſecond of November a Muſcovite Am- 
baſſador made his publick Entry into Peking, with a 
great deal of Pomp and Magnificence, having almoſt 
a hundred Perſons in his Train moſt ſplendidly dreſt 
after the European Faſhion. The 8 on each 


ſide the Ambaſſador had drawn Swords in their Hands, 
which was a Sight entirely new and extraordinary. 


The new Legate from his Holineſs M. Mleſſabur- 
ber, who embark'd at Lisbon in a Portugueſe Veſſel, 
arrived at Peking, and met with an . Re- 
ception from the Emperor. After ſeveral Audiences 
he took his Leave, in order to return to Europe, to 
give the Pope an Account of what the Emperor had 
ſaid, promiſing to return to China as ſoon as 
He was conducted to Camon, where he ſtayed but 


four or five Days, and from thence to Macao with all 
the Honours due to his Character and Dignity. 


The Year following the Iſland of Formoſa threw 
off the Emperor's Yoke, but was recovered again in 
a few Months'; the _ — to the a 
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'Troops to the Sword. 


The News was. ſpread; at Peking, and the Revolt 


was attributed to the Dutch, who had certainly no 
hand in it, and this doubtleſs on account of the En- 


mity which is between the Chineſe and all Stran- 


gers, with Deſign to render the Europeans odious; 
but there were great Rejoicings when they learnt 
ſoon. after, That the Imperial Troops, lately ſent 
thither, had entered the Capital and killed one part 
of the Rebels, that the reſt were diſperſed, and their 
Chief was fled into the Mountains. 
The forty- ſecond Year of the Cycle, 1722, in De- 
cember, the Emperor diverting himſelf with hunting 
the Tyger was taken with a Cold and Shivering, 


and immediately gave Orders to his Train to return 


to his. Pleaſure-Houſe: This did not a little aſtoniſh 
the whole Company, but they were not long igno- 
rant of the Cauſe, for his Blood was coagulated, and 
no Remedy did him any Service: Perceiving himſelf 
near his End, he aſſembled all the Grandees, and ap- 
pointed his fourth Son to ſucceed him in the Empire, 
He expired the twentieth of December about eight in 
the Evening, aged ſixty-nine Years, and the ſame 
Night his Body was tranſported to Peking. | 


Yong Tching, Ie Third E mperor, now reigning. 


THE Day after the Death of Cang bi, the new 
Emperor, aged about forty-five Years, aſcended the 


Throne about five in the Morning, and aſſumed the 


Name of Yong tching, which ſignifies Laſting Peace, 
and was acknowledged by all the Prime Grandees, 


and the Mandarins belonging to the Tribunals : He | 


was no ſooner come to the Crown but he diſco- 
ver'd. Signs of Diſcontent againſt ſome of his Bro- 
thers, eſpecially the ninth, condemning him to pay 
large Sums, which he pretended were unlawfully ac- 
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aſſiſted by thoſe of Fo kien and Keom, had kill'd: all 
the Mandarins. except one, and put all the Imperial 
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quired during the Life of his Father, and baniſhed 


him into Tartary, where he died ſoon after his arri- 


val. He afterwards. recalled his fourteenth Brother to 
P k'vg, who was at the Head of the Chineſe Army; 
but his eighth and tenth fell under his Diſpleaſure, 
and h placed entire Confidence in none but the 
thir enth, to whom he truſted all the Affairs of the 
Government At the ſame Time he impriſoned or 
baniſhed ſeveral Princes and Noblemen, many of 
which protected the Miſſionaries, and by this means 
were favourable to Chriſtianity: Whether this Prince 
hath not the ſame Taſte for Sciences as his Father, or 
whether he ſeeks Cccaſion to lay aſide the Miſſiona- 
ries, they yet have received but few Marks of his Be- 
nevolence, except his letting them live in quiet; one 
Talian Jeſuit only, an excellent Painter, is employ'd 
at Court. If he has given a new Title of Honour 
to Father Kegler, Preſident of the Trihunal of the 
Mathematicks, it was with no other View than that 
he may appear with Decency in his Preſence, eſpe- 


cially on certain Days when great Ceremony is re- 


quired, for it ought not to be concluded from hence 
that his Diſpoſition to Religion is more favourable. 
In reſpect to Affairs of State his Application is 
eonſtart, he is ſteady and reſolute, ready to hear 
Grievarces and to redreſs them, holds the Govern- 
ment intirely in his own Hands, inſomuch that there 
never was a more abſolute Monarch, or more to be 
dreaded. F994 
He was prejudiced againſt the Europeans from th 


firſt Year of his Reign, by means of ſeveral Petitions 


which were preſented to him by the Learned, remon- 
ſtrating, That theſe Foreigners had deceived the late 
Emperor, and that thit Prince had loſt much of his 
Reputation, in condeſcending ſo far as to let em 
ſtile in the Provinces, fcr they had built Churches 
in all Places, and that their Faith was propagated 
great'yz that the Chineſe Chriſtians acknowledg'd 

no 
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no other Teachers, and that in times of Trouble theß 
were only govern'd by them. 8 
Theſe bad Impreſſions were ſtrengthned by a pub- 
lick Petition, preſented to the Emperor by the Tong. 
fou of Fo kien, wherein, after having given an Account. 
of the important Reaſons that he had for prohibiting - 
the Chriſtian Religion throughout the Extent of his 
| Government, he beſought him, for the Repoſe of the 
F Emperor and the Good of the People, to prder all 
| Strangers to be ſent out of the Provinces, and con- 
| ducted to Court or to Macao, and that their Temples 
might be put to other uſes. « ah 
This Petition was referred to the Tribunal of Rites 
to determine what ſhould be done in it, and the Sen- 
tence of the Tribunal was to keep at Court the Euro- 
peans that are already there, to bring thither thoſe _ 
. from the Provinces that might be uſeful, to ſend the 
. reſt to Macao, to convert thew Temples to the pub- 
r lick uſe, and ſtrictly to forbid the Exerciſe of their 
F Religion, | 
. This Judgment of the Tribunal was confirm'd by 
e the Emperor, to which he only added, that the Vice- 
roys of the Provinces ſhould allow them a Mandarin 
8 to conduct them to Court or to Macao, to protect 
them from any Inſult: The Miſſionaries exerted them- 
7 ſelves as much as poſſible by means of their Friends, 
e 
C 


but to no purpoſe; all the Favour that he granted 

them was, that they might be conducted to Canton 

inſtead of Macao, but he would not give them Leave 
6 to ſtay there if they gave any Cauſe of Complaint. 


5 By virtue of this ſolemn Edict of the Emperor, 
- which was publiſhed throughout the Empire, the 
e Miſſionaries were drove from their Churches, and tol- 


0 lerated no where but at Peking and Canton; above 
n 30G Churches were either demoliſhed or put to pro- 
8 fane Uſes, and more than 300000 Chriſtians depriv'd 
d of their Paſtors : Seeing themſelves delivered up to 
d the Rage of Infidels, there was then made uſe of, and 
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! * ſtill is, every Method that a prudent and well-go. 

| vern'd Zeal can inſpire to re- animate, as often as poſ- 
fible, the Faith of all theſe Chriſtians. 

This Edict was ſcarcely publiſhed, but the Empe- 

ror let fall the whole Weight of his Anger and In- 

dignation upon an illuſtrious and numerous Family 

that had embraced the Faith. The Head of this Fa- 

mily is a Prince of the Blood, deſcended from the 

eldeſt Brother of him who was the Founder of the 

reigning Dynaſty, whom, without any Regard to 

his Rank or old Age, or the important Service he 

had done the State, he baniſhed, together with his 

Children into Tartary : There were no leſs than eleven 

Princes, and ſixteen Princeſſes married to Mongol 

Princes, or to Mandarins of Peking. 

All theſe Princes and Princeſſes, who had each a 

numerous Family, were degraded from their Rank, 

6 and were allow'd no other Abode than a deſart Place 

in Tartury, where they were cloſely guarded, and not 

ſuffered to go out of ſight of the Soldiers. This Ve- 

nerable old Man was ſeen, on his Departure to the 

Place of his Exile, with his Children and Grand- chil- 

dren to the Number of thirty- ſeven, without reckon- 

ing the Females, who were almoſt as many, and a- 

bout 300 Domeſticks of both Sexes, the greateſt ror 

Part of whom were baptized. [502 (EZ 3" 

All theſe Diſgraces not having the Power to ſtag- Fu 

their Faith, the Princes were brought to Peking to 

in Carts, and loaded with nine Chains; they under- En 
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went ſeveral Interrogatories, and were promiſed to be hat 

reſtored to the Dignity of their Rank if they would a 

renounce their Faith, and if they refuſed more dread- ord 

ful Puniſhments were threatned; but their Steadineſs Pu 

and Conſtancy could not be overcome, neither by ma 

Promiſes nor Threatnings, and for this Reaſon they the 

were condemned to die. Fu 

But the Emperor changed this Puniſhment into per- to 

| petual Impriſonment, ſo that ſeveral were ſhut up in nou 


cloſe 
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eloſe Priſons, and three died merely the Hard- 
ſhips they underwent the reſt were diſperſt in the Pro- 
vinces to end their Days under a Load of Irons, or in 
che Obſcurity of a Dungeon. Two Ambaſſadors, the 
one from Portugal, the other from y, who 
were then at the Court of Peking, were the Admirers 
of the Conftancy and Intrepidity of theſe illuſtrious 
Confeffors' of Jeſus Chriſt. o 
As little a Favourer of Religion as this Prince ap- 
d, it is impoſſible not to praiſe his unwearied Ap- 
plication to Buſineſs, for he applied his Thoughts night 
and day to the reforming. of Errors in the Governs 
N ment, and to procure Happineſs to his Subjects: You 
14 cannot do him a greater Pleaſure than to preſent him 
a Plan which tends to promote the publick Welfare, 
a and the Eaſe of the People; he immediately enters 
> therein, and puts it in Execution without any regard 
e to Expence: He hath ſettled a great many excellent 
t 


1 


Rules to dignify Merit, and reward Virtue, to cauſe 
; 4 worthy Emulation among Artificers, and to aſſiſt 
e his Subjects in Years of Famine: Theſe Qualities 
. have gained him in a ſhort time the en Lo 
of all his Subjects. 
The fiſtieth Year of the Cycle, 1730, the Empe- 
ror's thirteenth Brother, who had his Share in the 
Difficulties of Government, died the nineteenth of 
June of a languiſhing Diſtemper, which was owing 
4 to his exceſſive Labour for the Publick Good: The 
— Emperor appeared inconſoleable for his Loſs, which 
2 hath had a bad Effect upon his Health. 
d He was deſirous of rendring to this Prince extra- 
[- ordinary Honours, which he made known to the 
ſs Publick by frequent Declarations, in which he inti- 
7 mated how agreeable it would be to him that all 
y the World ſhould ſhare in his Grief, and aſſiſt at his 
Funeral without diſtinction of Rank, giving Leave 
r- do the Vulgar, as well as to the Nobility, to do Ho- 
in nour to the Deceaſed, according to their own 22 
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either by Preſents or Praiſes. He added, neverthe- 
leſs, that he would uſe no Conſtraint, and that thoſe 
who did not think this Prince deſerved ſuch Honours 
ſhould be exempted from paying them : Neverthe- 
Jeſs he commanded his Officers to obſerve all thoſe 
who performed this Duty, and to give him an Ac- 
count of them daily. His Body was expoſed in the 
great Ting, where none were admitted but the Princes 
of the Blood : Before the firſt Gate of the Palace was 
a-great Court, in the middle of which a long Hall 


was erected made of Matts, and in this was placed 


2 Throne, for the Deceaſed was not only a Regulo 
of the higheſt Degree, but he had alſo the Title of 
King, [Kove vang.] 


Before this Throne was a ſmall Table, upon which 


were only two Candleſticks and a Pertuming-pan ; at 


the Entrance into the Hall was a Folding-door, which 


was open'd only when the Officers of the Tribunal 
came to pay their Homage, a ſet Number entring at 
a time; at farſt they ſtood upright behind the Tables 


placed on each ſide the Hall, then they kneeled down 


and fell proſtrate ſix ſeveral times, giving a deep 
Groan altogether, and ſo ſilently withdrew. After 
theſe went in others, and periormed the ſame Cere- 


monies : Sometime after the Body was carried half a 


League from the City into a Palace built on purpoſe, 
where the ſame Ceremonies were performed. At this 
Place the City Mandarins, the Merchants, and the 
Vulgar, went to pay him their laſt Honours. 


One hundred Days after he was carried to another 


Place prepared in the ſame :nanner, where he lay 
the ſame ſpace of Time, In ſhort he had five ſeveral 
Stations of 100 Days each, where the ſame Ceremo- 
nies were - obſeryed ; aiter which he was carried to 
the Place of his Sepulchre, which the Emperor had 
cauſed to be prepared, and was four Leagues in Cir- 
cumference, 


The 
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The Mandarins of the Provinces either came to 
pay the due Honours themſelves, or deputed their 
Sons in their ſtead ; afterwards they cauſed Monu- 


ments to be erected in their proper Diſtricts, which 
contain the greateſt Elogiums on this Illuſtrious Per- 
ſon deceaſed : The Emperor placed his Name in the 


Hall of Emperors, which is very ſeldom done to pri- 
vate Perſons, but when they have done the moſt — 
portant Services to the State. $1 . 

Soon after the Emperor cauſed his third Brother to 


be taken up, and conducted into a cloſe Priſon, where 


he was ſhut up, but the Cauſe of his Diſgrace is un- 
known: This Prince's Family have alſo felt the 
Blow, and have been degraded from their Rank. 
'The thirteenth of November in the following Year, 
1731, the City of Peking was almoſt overturn'd by an 
Earthquake, the moſt extraordinary that ever was felt 
in China ; the firſt Shocks were perceived about eleven 
in the Morning ſo ſudden, and with ſuch Violence, 
that their Houſes and Buildings were overthrown at 


the ſame Inſtant : One would have imagin'd that 


a general Mine had been ſprung, and that the Earth 
had opened under our Feet; for in leſs than a Minute 
more than 100000 Inhabitants were buried in the 


Ruins, and a greater Number in the Country, where 


whole Towns were intirely deſtroy'd. 

What is remarkable in this Earthquake is, that in 
the Courſe which it took in ſome Places it made a 
great Devaſtation, and others it ſcarcely moleſted, 
the Shocks being but ſlightly felt; nothing could re- 
ſiſt two Shocks ſo ſudden and contrary to each other; 


where the Buildings were moſt ſolid and ſtrong, there 
the Effects were moſt violent: Theſe were followed 


by twenty-three others in the ſpace. of twenty-four 
Hours, but more favourable, l 


The Emperor was at his fine Pleaſure-Houſe two 


Leagues from Peking, which was inſtantly reduced 
to ſuch a miſerable Condition, that it cannot be re- 


paired 
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be 


tion of his 
to make an Eſtimate of the demoliſhed Houſes, and 
t examine into the Loſs which each Family has 

ſuſtained, advancing ſeveral conſiderable Sums — 
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red without immenſe Sums; he was taking the 
—— the Canal, which croſſes —. Gar- 


| — when he 1 fell proſtrate, and: lifted 


his Hands and Eyes — Heaven: Afterwards 
publiſh'd' an Elie, wherein he accuſed himſelf, 
and attributed this Plague to the Wrath of Heaven for 


his Offences, and to the little Care he took for the Go- 


vernment of the Empire. 


This Prince appeared very ſenſible. of the Afic- 
People, and commanded ſeveral Officers 


their Aſſiſtance: The Miſſionaries at Peking. partook 


of. his Liberality, for he gave them — —— re- 


ceived them with Condeſcenſion, and beſtow'd up- 
on them a thouſand, Taëls towards the Repairs of their 
Churches. 


The fifty-ſecond- Year of the Gyele, 1732, the | 


Miſſionaries, who were ten Years before driven from 
the Provinces: to Canton, were now forced from Can. 
nm to Macao, a little City belonging to the Porty» 
gze/e, but of which the Chineſe are Maſters, and they 
allowed them but three Days to prepare their Journey, 
and to carry away their Effects; the only Reaſon 
which is given for ſo ſevere a Treatment was, that 
they had diſobeyed the Emperor's Order in propaga- 
ting the Chriſtian Faith; -' 

The twentieth of Auguſt they embarked: to the 
Number of thirty, under the Convoy, of four Gal- 
leys and two Mandarins. When fg went on Shore 


== the Mandarins cauſed their Domeſticks, 


the | Chriſtians who had followed the Miſſiona- 


nies to land alſo, and ſent them back to Canton loaded 
with Irons ; they then dragg'd them in an ignomi- 
nious Manner before ſeveral Tribunals, ſome were 
eaſt into Priſon, others receiv'd the Baſtinado, and 


| —_ were-.condemn' 6 to carry the Cangue during 
- 60 Two 
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two Months: They all confeſſed openly the Name 
of of Chriſt, and gave publick Teſtimony to the Truth | 


0 

4 of his Holy Religion. b 
ls Theſe are the moſt remarkable things Sr fb 1 
f 7 
r 
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happened hitherto in the Reign of this Emperor, 
who hath now been upon the Throne eleven Years 
compleat, and who governs his vaſt Dominions „ 
an abſolute Authority; ſo that I muſt there come to | 
> a Concluſion of the Annals of this Great Monarch. I 


8 . 


d „ . 
1 T he End of the Firſt Volume. 
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